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Sports fans can sometimes put their friends 
and family through a lot. They’re loud, invite 
too many friends over, and leave Cheeto dust 

on the sofa cushions. At least they’re easy to shop 

for. However, if you’re worried about blowing it 
worse than the Atlanta Falcons in the fourth quar-
ter of Super Bowl LI, we’re here to help. 

— JAY SKEBBA/BLADE STAFF WRITER 

SPORTS FANS

Sports books

When cabin fever sets in, a 
good book is a great way to kill 
some time. Coach Wooden and 

Me by Kareem Abdul Jabbar, 
Ballplayer by Chipper 
Jones, Unstoppable by 
Maria Sharapova, and 
Return of the King by 
Brian Windhorst 
and Dave Mc-
Menamin have 
all spent time 
this year on the 
sports best-seller 
list. Barnes & 
Noble, Amazon, 
other retailers. 
$20-$40.

Mini helmets

Full-size replica football helmets are expensive, so 
buy two or three mini helmets and still spend less 
money. These will brighten up any office or “man 
cave.” Amazon. $20-$40.

Toledo Goaldiggers T-shirt

Long before the Walleye and Hun-
tington Center, there were the 
Goaldiggers and Toledo Sports Are-
na. This shirt will have anyone look-
ing good on Throwback Thursdays. 
Swamp Shop. $27.95.

Memorabilia

No home bar or child’s 
room is complete without a 
few framed photos or signed 
football helmets lying around. 
Hall of Framers has artwork 
of your favorite players, 
teams, and stadiums, and 
plenty of signed memorabilia. 
Hall of Framers at the Shops at 
Fallen Timbers. Prices vary.

Golf lessons

Chances are you know 
a sports fan who plays 
golf. And chances are 
they’re not very good. 
Send them to work with 
instructor Dan Sutton 
at Heatherdowns, who 
has more than 20 years 
of experience. Heather 
Downs Country Club. 
$40 per lesson or $150 
for four.

Football beer glass set

Invite your friends over for the big game and 
serve your favorite adult beverage in style. 
This football-themed glassware set includes 
a 60-ounce pitcher and six glasses. Libbey 
Glass Outlet or retail.libbey.com. $24.99.

4K television

Watching games at home has 
become better than watching 
them at the stadium. Upgrade 
that basic flatscreen to a 4K 
TV and get a better view of 
the action than the paying 
customers. Appliance Cen-
ter, Best Buy. Prices vary.

Ping Pong table

When it’s too cold to shoot hoops in the 
driveway, stay indoors and challenge your 
friends and family to some old fashioned 
table tennis. Dick’s Sporting Goods. 
$199.99 and up. 

Camping/Tailgate 
chairs

Get comfy before the game 
and pull up one of these tail-
gating chairs. The Buckeye 
Wolverine Shop has you cov-
ered, whether you prefer one 
in scarlet and gray or maize 
and blue. Buckeye Wolver-
ine Shop. $25-$45.


