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Flatheads are the

‘monsters of the Maumee

N.W. Ohio

By STEVE POLLICK the Maumee is the king of - tgkg’u An ‘ B Maumee Bay | ake Frie Put-in-Bay Park
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he raised from the depths on  bait, unlike channel catfish,” o & = -~
a recent, muggy midsummer the biologist noted. Small = % <
night. bluegills are preferred, = S . S
It was one of those 90- though creek chubs, small ® = =
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still even at 9:30 p.m., which
is when the cat ate the
bluegill.

“He wades the Maumee
up near Defiance, at night,”
said his proud uncle, Bill
Rabara, of Temperance,
Mich. “He uses a live bluegill
set below a bobber, fishing
the deep holes.” When
Rabara’s nephew landed the
big flathead, it was a lesson
learned — for Rabara.

“You would think that
these big fish would come
from the Ohio and Mississip-
pirivers,” said Rabara. Not
the Maumee. Wrong.

Young Bedal, son of Gerry
and Mary Jo Bedal, of Berkey,
started fishing five years ago,
targeting channel catfish
around Mary Jane Thurston
State Park at Grand Rapids.
But he has graduated from 8
to 12-inch channels to 40-
inch flatheads. Nice step up.

“It’s pretty much all I go
for now,” said the teen
angler. He chases flatheads
weekly all summer and into
September. The recent behe-
moth is his largest so far. The

Some anglers also catch
flatheads on trotlines, but,
Goedde added, “they are
more exciting on hook and
line.”

Typical Maumee River
flatheads are 20 to 30 inches
long and 3 to 15 pounds, for
which four to six-inch
bluegills are ideal bait. But
Maumee flatheads may grow
to as large as 50 pounds and
40 inches long. Use larger
baits when you expect to tar-
get larger fish.

Imagine, then, what
catching the state record flat-
head must have been like. It
was 58-5/8 inches long and
went 76 1/2 pounds. It was
taken from Clendening
Reservoir in Harrison County
in 1979.

One simple telltale field
mark that helps discern a
flathead from a channel cat-
fish is that flatheads, like
brown bullheads, have
square tails. Channel cats
have forked tails.

Flatheads also have, well,
flat heads — between the
eyes — plus a lower jaw
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riffles and shallows.

Unlike Bedal, biologist
Goedde prefers to tightline
for flatheads, with a sinker
on the bottom and a hook or

two stacked above. “You have §

to keep it [bait] off the bot-
tom a little bit for flatheads,”
he said.

He suggests running the
hook under the baitfish’s dor-
sal fin so it can swim about.
But if a big flathead is
around, the bluegill won't
swim far.

Contact Steve Pollick at:

m Lima Lake
B Ferguson Reservoir

Willard Reservoir

M Findlay Nos. 1&2 Reservoirs
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Tracy Hanson g7-34-71 | Women’s Ohio Amateur | im Spencer, Northview, K/LB indiana 8 7 53 3. | pWASHINGTON NATIONALS-Sent OF | {5, Yury Krivisov, Uktaine, AG2R Prevoy- | 1.LOB-international , Pacific 6. 28-German
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Marie-J Roul 37-35-72 | lery Wilson d. Lynn Thompson 1 up; Carling Randy Popoff, Rogers, SE/SS NFL-Announced Miami selected DT | Nel, same time. 33. Pavel Padrnos, Czech )
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Mathias Gronberg 34-31-65 | 2 and 1; semis-- Crisp d. Crow, 4 and 3; Har- Dustin LeStrange, Central, OG/DE Toledo Trilby 0001120 — 473 CHICAGO CUBS  9-11 Pittsburgh
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5ol . Katie Sprunk, 2 and 1. Benn Heater, EImwood, ILB Dave Matthews at 419-893-4033. MILWAUKEE 5. -6'/2 Washington
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] Austin Bailey, Montpelier, WR/DB Major League Soccer Prospective high school graduates and area :
Bradley Hughes 35-32-67 At Pike R dents interested in pl tercollegiat American League
Flachey Hugnes. sy ike Run Kyle Fruth, Napoleon, LB/FB residents interested in playing intercollegiate .
idemichi Tanaka -33- BOYS: 17-18- 1. Chad Karhoff, 73. 2. Tyler Zak Kruse, Napoleon, S/FL TONIGHT women softball are welcome. Information: | CLEVELAND Even-6  Chi White Sox
John Rollins 35-32-67 | Hollabaugh, 78. 3. Matt Brubaker, 80. 15- |  Zack Manol, Northwood, LB/FB San Jose at D.C. United, 7:30 m Call 567-661-7937 oir 1-800-GO-OWENS | DETROIT 8-9 Kan. City
Trevor Dodds 35-32-67 | 16- 1. Jason Crow, 68. 2. Tyler Uphaus, 70. Sean Anderson, Northwood, OL/DL TO_MORROW Ext. 7937. BOSTON 5'2-6'/ Ny Yankees
Dave Rummells 35-32-67 | 3. Jordan Mack, 74. 14-and under- 1. Zach |  Todd Wilson, Otsego, DL Columbus at Chicago, 4 TERRY McGHEE. No. 3 at White Pi _Memorial Field in Sylvania will be the | TORONTO 8/.-9':  TampaBay
Ryan Palmer 33-34-67 | pavenport, 78. 2. Trent Feltz, 84. 3. Tyson Nick Horen, Otsego, C/DE FC Dallas at New England, 7 c » NO. 5 & ite FInes, | site of a U-8_BASEBALL TOURNAMENT | La Angels Even-6 MINNESOTA
Brett Quigl 37-30-67 port, ) Y q 90, ! 161 yards, 6-iron. : 9
rett Quigley -30~ Bostelman, 90. Justin Sonnenberg, Patrick Henry, DE Colorado at MetroStars, 7:30 yaras, 3 August 6 and 7. Entry fee is $125 per team. | Baltimore Even-6 SEATTLE
Brendan Jones 35-32-67 " - Real Salt Lake at Kansas City, 8 DON SCHUMAKER, No. 10 at Maumee | Gontact Steve at SHardin@I-P-l.com or call 17, 71
Scott Pi 33-34-67 GIRLS: 1. Megan Hall, 88. 2. Angela Lott, Jon Spurgeon, Patrick Henry, OL CD Chivas USA at Los Angeles. 10 Bay, 150 yards, 7-iron OAKLAND 6'-7'/> Texas
cott Plercy -34-4 101. 3. Kaitlan Stockhorst, 116. Isaac Arthur, Patrick Henry, LB ivas USA at Los Angeles, Y, 190 yards, " 419-467-6359. Home team in CAPS
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Mike Babcock, who led the  The 42-year-old Babcock will 2004-2005 season. Devils to a Stanley Cup title in |, HE GOBEE I
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For the past decade, Detroit little more than a year.

has been a team of future Hall ment, which still must be  Babcock, 69-76-19 in two  Robinsons career coaching I §ALE
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