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Voters OK cemetery funds, but barely defeat police levy WOOD COUNTY
Municipal issues
Lake Township: additional 
2.9-mill continuing police levy.
For: 325 .............✓Against: 339

OTTAWA COUNTY
Municipal issues
Clay Township: additional 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 463............ Against: 325

 Voters looked favorably on a 
levy to expand the Clay Town-
ship cemetery, but narrowly 
defeated a levy to support police 
in Lake Township.

In Ottawa County’s Clay 
Township, voters approved a 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy on 
the ballot for the purchase of an 
additional fi ve acres to expand 

the township’s 15-acre cemetery 
on Opher-Lentz Road between 
State Rt. 15 and State Rt. 163. The 
land is needed because the cem-
etery is running low on space.

The levy will cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $15.75 annu-
ally and will raise $45,300 a year 
for the township.

In Wood County, Lake Town-

ship voters turned down a 
2.9-mill continuing police levy 
by a slim margin that would’ve
helped offset the rising cost of 
police services.

The levy, which would have 
raised nearly $470,300 a year, 
would’ve paid rising costs of po-
lice offi cers’ health-care, gasoline 
costs, and outdated equipment.

The levy also would have al-
lowed about $500,000 from the 
township general fund, which has 
been going to the police depart-
ment as part of its $1.2 million 
budget, to be freed up for parks 
and road repaving projects.

The levy would have cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home about 
$89 a year.

OTTAWA COUNTY
School issue

Benton-Carroll-Salem: 
renewal of 4.33-mill, fi ve-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,085......... Against: 441

SANDUSKY COUNTY
County issues

Parks District:  1-mill, 10-
year operating levy.
✓ For: 6,479...... Against: 5,531
Green Creek Township: 
additional 1.65-mill, fi ve-year 
fi re levy.
✓ For: 467............ Against: 309

School issues
Bellevue: additional 0.75-mill, 
5-year income tax. (District 
includes parts of Erie and 
Huron counties)
For: 714 .........✓ Against: 1,656
Fremont: additional 0.5-mill, 
fi ve-year income tax.
For: 3,576 ......✓ Against: 3,652
Clyde-Green Springs Schools: 
1.5-mill, fi ve-year replacement 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Seneca County.)
For: 1,050 ......✓ Against: 1,112

SENECA COUNTY
County issue

Thompson Township: 
additional 2-mill continuing 
roads and bridges levy.
✓ For: 155............ Against: 134

School issues
Tiffi n: 1.5-mill, fi ve-year 
permanent improvement levy.
For: 1,229 ......✓ Against: 1,254
Fostoria renewal of 7.5-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Hancock and Wood counties.)
✓ For: 919............ Against: 628
Old Fort: renewal of 6.3-mill, 
fi ve-year levy for operations 
and capital improvements.
✓ For: 236............ Against: 158

Park funds, 
some levies 
for schools 
survive vote

 Voters in the Sandusky County 
Park District, who turned down 
a funding request last fall, gave 
their approval yesterday to a 
1-mill levy.

Park offi cials had hoped that a 
single levy would be less confus-
ing than in November, when vot-
ers rejected the district’s request 
for a 0.5-mill replacement levy 
and 0.5-mill additional levy. 

Approved yesterday by a 
healthy margin was a 1-mill levy 
that will generate about $1 mil-
lion a year and cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $30 a year. 

It’s been 18 years since the 
park district had a millage in-
crease.

Parks Director Steve Gruner, 
who was pleased with the out-
come, said passage of the levy 
means that the 10.5-mile exten-
sion of the North Coast Inland 
Bike Trail “is now a go.”

The board will revisit next 
month cuts that were made 
after  the levy defeat in the fall. 
The district postponed open-
ing Creek Bend Farm, a historic 
farm park on State Rt. 590 near 
Lindsey, and reduced staff and 
park hours.

 Voters in the Fremont City 
School District, who rejected 
operating levies last May and in 
November, yesterday narrowly 
defeated a 0.5 percent, fi ve-year 
income tax that would have gen-
erated an estimated $2.6 million 
a year. 

The district, which has a $1.5 
million operating defi cit, has 
been directed by the Ohio De-
partment of Education to work 
out a fi scal recovery plan. 

 In Ottawa County, voters in 
the Benton-Carroll-Salem dis-
trict renewed by a wide margin 
a 4.33-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy, and renewal of 7.5-mill, 
fi ve-year emergency operating 
levy was approved in Fostoria 
Schools, a district that includes 
parts of Seneca, Hancock, and 
Wood counties.

Levy requests by other school 
districts didn’t fare as well. In 
the Bellevue City School District, 
which includes parts of San-
dusky, Erie, Seneca, and Huron 
counties, voters turned down a 
0.75 percent, fi ve-year income 
tax that would have generated 
about $1.7 million a year.

In Seneca County, Tiffi n City 
School District residents re-
jected a 1.5-mill, fi ve-year per-
manent improvement levy that 
would have replaced a 1-mill 
levy that has been on the books 
since 1978 and expires at the end 
of the year. 

The new levy would have cost 
the owner of a $100,000 home 
about $46 a year.

A 1.5-mill, fi ve-year replace-
ment levy was defeated by voters 
in Clyde-Green Springs Schools. 
The district includes parts of 
Sandusky and Seneca counties.

DEFIANCE COUNTY
County issues

Defi ance Public Library: 
0.75-mill, 5-year operating 
levy.
✓ For: 3,430...... Against: 2,699

Municipal issues
Defi ance: Question of 
allowing Sunday beer sales 
between 1 p.m. and midnight 
at Mike’s Convenience Store, 
1746 South Clinton St.
✓ For: 114.............. Against: 71
Washington Township:  1.5-
mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 163.............. Against: 55

School issues
Ayersville: additional 1 
percent, 5-year income tax for 
operations.
For: 469 ............ ✓ Against: 638
Central: renewal of 6.63-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes part of 

Williams County.)
✓ For: 635............ Against: 384
Defi ance: renewal of 6.48-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Paulding 
County.)
✓ For: 1,566...... Against: 1,039

Municipal elections
Defi ance
Republican mayoral 
nomination
✓ Peter Lundberg ..........  1,027
Ellen Upp .......................... 376

HENRY COUNTY
County issues

South Joint Ambulance 
District:  2.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 648............ Against: 226
Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 1.9-mill continuing 
operating levy.

✓ For: 1,779......... Against: 954

Municipal issues
Deshler:  renewal of 1.4-mill, 
5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 8.................... Against: 5
Damascus Township: 
additional 1-mill continuing 
fi re and emergency medical 
services levy.
✓ For: 152.............. Against: 46
Washington Township: 
additional 1.9-mill, 5-year 
roads and bridges levy.
For: 76 ............... ✓ Against: 86

School issues
Patrick Henry: renewal 
of 0.75 percent continuing 
income tax. (District includes 
part of Wood County.)
✓ For: 274............ Against: 182
Patrick Henry: renewal of 
5.9-mill continuing levy.
✓ For: 266............ Against: 184

Municipal elections

Napoleon
Republican mayoral 
nomination
Travis Sheaffer .................  128
✓ Matthew G. Wells .......... 535

FULTON COUNTY
County issues

Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 2-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,746...... Against: 1,011

Municipal issues
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 93................ Against: 29
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 91................ Against: 32
Lyons: replacement of 4.1-
mill, 5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 33.................. Against: 9
Lyons: replacement of 
0.5-mill, 5-year parks and 

recreation levy.
✓ For: 31................ Against: 12
Amboy Township: renewal of 
1-mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 72................ Against: 16
Chesterfi eld Township: 
replacement of 0.7-mill, 5-year 
fi re and emergency services 
levy.
✓ For: 51................ Against: 11
Clinton Township: renewal of 
0.4-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 327.............. Against: 88

School issues
Swanton: renewal of 3.99-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Lucas County.)
For: 748 ............ ✓ Against: 826

WILLIAMS COUNTY
School issues

Bryan: renewal of 6.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
✓ For: 1,377......... Against: 925

Funding approved for ambulance, library
 By MEGHAN GILBERT
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Voters in the counties west 
of Toledo yesterday supported 
ambulance services in Henry 
County and approved a request 
for more tax funds for the county 
library system in Defi ance 
County.

In southern Henry County, a 
wide margin of voters approved 
a 2.9-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy to fund a new ambulance 
district created after the county’s 
recent budget crisis.

Proponents said before the 
election that if the levy had 
failed, residents requiring am-
bulances might have had to wait 
for emergency vehicles coming 
from as far away as Napoleon or 
Defi ance.

The newly formed Henry 
County South Joint Ambulance 
District sought the levy to 
raise $380,000 a year to pay for 

emergency medical services in 
the villages of Deshler, Hamler, 
Holgate, New Bavaria, and Ma-
linta and in Bartlow, Marion, 
Pleasant, Flat Rock, Monroe, and 
Richfi eld townships. 

The village of Florida in Flat 
Rock Township is not part of the 
district. 

Henry County Emergency 
Medical Services now covers 
those villages and townships, 
but because of budget woes, 
Henry County commissioners 
cut funding to the organization.

“We’re happy the voters have 
the confi dence in us to do this,” 
said Bob Hastedt, president of 
the ambulance district.

He said the 11-member board 
is to meet tonight  to begin dis-
cussing the logistics of starting 
the service.

“I would really like to see it up 
and running by the fi rst of the 
year,” Mr. Hastedt said.

“It’ll be at least what we have 
now, and hopefully better cover-
age than what we have now,” he
said.

In Defi ance County, voters ap-
proved a request from the public 
library asking for a new 0.75-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy to 
raise more than $502,000 a year 
at a cost of almost $23 a year to 
the owner of a $100,000 home.

Library Director Marilyn Hite 
said the libraries in Defi ance, 
Sherwood, and Hicksville will re-
sume longer hours with money 
generated from the levy. 

The Defi ance library is now 
closed all day Friday and Satur-
day after cutting 20 hours from 
its schedule because of a bud-

get crunch.   Ms. Hite credits the 
levy’s passing  to  volunteers who 
 got the word out about rebuild-
ing resources the library  lost be-
cause of budget constraints.

 There also were contested 
Republican primaries for mayor 
on the ballot in the cities of Defi -
ance and Napoleon.

In Defi ance, two downtown 
business owners battled for the 
nomination and Peter Lundberg, 
57, defeated  Ellen Upp, 58, by a 
wide margin.

Mr. Lundberg, who has owned 
Charlie’s Down Under restaurant 
for 13 years, ran unsuccessfully 
for mayor in 1999 and has never 
held elective offi ce.

Mrs. Upp, who has owned the 
Fifth Stitch knitting shop for 36 
years, has been a city council-
man for more than 13 years and 

has been chairman of council’s 
fi nance committee for about 10 
years. 

Mr. Lundberg will face incum-
bent Bob Armstrong, a Demo-
crat, in November.

In Napoleon, Matthew G. 
Wells, 36, won the Republican 
mayoral nomination.

Mr. Wells, a board of public 
affairs member, defeated by a 
wide margin Travis Sheaffer, 33, 
who has been a city councilman 
for 16 years.

There are no Democratic can-
didates.

In Fulton County, the only 
countywide issue was a 2-mill, 
fi ve-year renewal for the county 
board of Mental Retardation 
and Developmental Disabilities, 
which passed.

Contact Meghan Gilbert at:
mgilbert@theblade.com

or 419-724-6134.

in a state of fi scal caution by the 
Ohio Department of Education, 
has been looking at spending 
cuts and revenue enhancement 
as a strategy for fi nancial stabil-
ity. Since December, the school 
board has eliminated three 
administrative positions and 
made a host of other cuts to trim 
spending by nearly $600,000 a 
year.

The new tax would have pro-
duced about $4 million annually 
for the district that extends into 
Fulton and Wood counties.

In Wood County, the Per-
rysburg Exempted Village 
School District will not be ex-
panding or renovating all six of 
the district’s buildings, now that 
voters gave the thumbs down to 
a 2.29-mill, 28-year bond issue 
by a small margin.

The major project envisioned 
by school offi cials was at the ju-
nior high, which used to be the 
high school and has never been 
remodeled for use as a junior 
high. Plans called for adding a 
wing to the building for sixth 
graders, who were moved there 
in 2002 from the Commodore 
Building, and enlarging the caf-
eteria and music area to alleviate 
crowding.

They also anticipated adding 
air conditioning to Toth and 
Frank elementary schools, and 
a multipurpose room to the high 
school that would be used for 
large group functions.

Plans also called for con-
struction of a second, auxiliary 
gymnasium at the district’s  high 
school, which opened in 2001. 

Also in Wood County, offi cials 
with the Northwood Local 
School District were counting 
on voters to approve an addi-
tional, 5.9-mill continuing oper-
ating levy on the ballot to offset a 
projected $1.3 million defi cit in 
June, 2009, but it was rejected by 
a wide margin.

Superintendent Greg Clark 
said that the levy could have 
failed because the district didn’t 
communicate the need for the 
levy well enough or because vot-
ers felt district programs are too 
expensive and they need to be 
cut to reduce costs.

“The district is going to have 
to regroup and redouble our 
efforts to demonstrate the fi nan-
cial reality we fi nd ourselves in 
right now,” he said. 

The levy, which would have 
raised $740,000 annually, would 

have paid for  operational costs 
such as  teachers’ salaries, text-
books, technology, transporta-
tion, and utilities.

Current programs may also 
be in jeopardy in the Otsego 
Local School District in Wood 
County now that voters rejected 
a 5-mill, fi ve-year operating levy 
by a more than 2-to-1 margin.

The income tax adopted by 
voters in 2002 has raised about 

$300,000 less each year than 
anticipated, leaving district of-
fi cials with the burden of making 
up the difference. They’ve been 
doing so with surplus funds that 
are now almost all depleted.

The district needed the about 
$1 million produced by the 
millage to maintain current 
programs and plan for future 
growth, Superintendent Joe
Long has said.

Voters living in the Swanton 
Local School District decided 
not to renew a 3.99-mill, fi ve-
year operating levy by a narrow 
margin.

If it had  been renewed, 
though, it would have cost them 
a bit less a year than they’re pay-
ing now. The owner of a $100,000 
home now pays almost $133 a 
year on the levy, which is col-
lected at 4.34 mills.

But that same homeowner 
would have paid about $11 less 
annually because property val-
ues in the district have increased 
and there have been changes in 
taxation of public utilities and 
business inventory and equip-
ment.

The levy now collects $825,000 
a year for the school district that 
sits between Lucas and Fulton 
counties.

In Ottawa County, Genoa 
Area Local School District
offi cials would like to continue 
replacing and updating school 
security measures with an addi-

tional, 1.8-mill continuing per-
manent improvements levy.

But they won’t be able to for 
awhile, now that voters rejected 
that levy yesterday.

Offi cials have already installed 
doors wired with a buzzer sys-
tem at two entrances at each 
of the district’s four school 
buildings. But they would like 
to eventually pay for new and 
upgraded cameras on buses and 
video surveillance in the schools 
and parking lots.

Some funding from the levy 
that was expected to raise 
$290,000 a year would have also 
been earmarked for textbooks 
and computers.

Suburban Michigan schools 
fared no better than surburban 
schools in Ohio, with Bedford 
and Mason voters both defeat-
ing requests for sinking funds 
to help repair and maintain 
buildings.

Contact Erika Ray at: 
eray@theblade.com
or 419-724-6088.

Sadie Walters, 2, holds her mother, Jodi Walters, as she votes at 
the Swanton Church of the Nazarene in Swanton, where a 3.99-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy renewal was defeated.

THE BLADE/DAVE ZAPOTOSKY

Judy Carter, left, Eileen Sullivan, Anthony Wayne Superinten-
dent John Granger, and Les Disher discuss the defeat of the 
district’s 4.55-mill, fi ve-year emergency operating levy.

THE BLADE/ERIC SUMBERG

School issues
Anthony Wayne: 4.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
For: 3,208 ......✓ Against: 3,361
Perrysburg: 2.29-mill, 28-
year bond issue.
For: 2,299 ......✓ Against: 2,829
Swanton: 3.99-mill, 5-year 
operating levy renewal.
For: 748 ............✓ Against: 826
Northwood: 5.9-mill 
continuing operating levy.
For: 266 ............✓ Against: 456

Otsego: 5-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
For: 539 ........ ✓ Against: 1,441
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
✓ For: 1,280 ..... Against: 1,262
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
For: 1,262 ......✓ Against: 1,278
Genoa: 1.8-mill continuing 
permanent improvements levy.
For: 511 ............✓ Against: 800

SUBURBAN TOLEDO
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Tax issues pass in Henry, Defiance counties
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