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Julie Christie’s face — now 
lined, but still sexy and beauti-
ful at 66 — is the beacon that 
guides Sarah Polley’s Away 
From Her to its graceful suc-
cess as a mature love story. The 
best movie romances are those 
without entirely happy endings, 
love expressed by letting go. In 
Away From Her, the obstacle 
tearing apart a 70-ish couple 
isn’t an intruding suitor; it’s an 
insidious disease killing their 
memories.
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Emerson a
perfect fit for
Fox Toledo

Laura Emerson is a survivor. 
The WUPW-TV, Channel 36, 

co-anchor has been with the 
Fox affi liate since its infancy, 
appearing on the fi rst broadcast 
following the Super Bowl in 
1996. 

Emerson, 39, is the last hold-
over from the original news-
room staff. 

She has sat 
alongside six 
co-anchors, 
and has been 
on board for
four owner-
ship changes. 

Emerson 
spent her fi rst 
four years in 
town working 

with a very small news staff at 
WUPW, which operated under
a partnership with WTOL-TV, 
Channel 11. 

Since breaking loose from 
WTOL in July, 2000, and moving 
into Four SeaGate, Channel 36 
has tripled its newsroom size, 
expanded its 10 p.m. newscast 
to an hour, seven days a week, 
and added a half-hour news 
program at 4 p.m. 

All the while, Emerson has 
been the most recognizable face 
at Channel 36. 

She has helped make the 
product what it is today. 

WUPW’s local newscasts not 
only have won a handful of 
Outstanding Newscast Emmy 
Awards, they have steadily im-
proved in the ratings, climbing 
from No. 4 to No. 3 in the market 
in terms of total viewers. 

“Honestly, I don’t think any-
body expected us to be where 
we are,” Emerson said. “When 
we left WTOL, it was a struggle 
to start up something new in a 
city like Toledo, where people 
don’t come and go much, where 
they watch the same station that 
their parents watched, and are 
in no hurry to change. 

“When I fi rst started here, we 
always had to explain to people, 
‘We’re the Fox station, we do 
news.’ But they would always 
ask, ‘Aren’t you part of WTOL?’ I 
didn’t expect to see us become 
a competitive, respected news 
operation when we moved. 

“Slowly but surely, that has 
changed. I’m amazed. People 
will come up to me now and say, 
‘I watch your news exclusively, 
and you do a really good job.’ 
That makes me feel good. It re-
minds me how far we’ve come.” 

Emerson, an Indiana native 
and 1989 graduate of Ball State, 
landed her fi rst full-time TV 
job as a producer, reporter, as-
signment editor, and weekend 
anchor at WKJG-TV (now WISE-
TV) in Fort Wayne, Ind. 

She then spent three years at 
KRDO-TV in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., before coming to Toledo. 

“Laura is the ultimate team 
player and newsroom leader,” 
WUPW news director Steve 
France said. “She has the re-
spect of the entire staff, and has 
earned that respect from her
years of on-the-job experience. 

“On the anchor desk, she has 
established herself as a fair and 
balanced reporter that deliv-
ers the news in a no-nonsense 
manner.” 

Emerson, who has co-an-
chored the news with Karl 
Rundgren since 2004, does vol-
unteer work in her spare time. 
And when she’s not gardening or
cooking, she can be found rid-
ing with her horse-trainer hus-
band, Bruce Slusher, a part-time 
weather fi ll-in at WUPW. 

“When I came to Toledo, I 
wasn’t planning on staying here 
that long,” she said. “But things 
have just been so good for me 
— I really like my job.” 

Laura Emerson has withstood 
all the changes and turnover. 

She has proven to be a perfect 
fi t for Fox Toledo. 

Ron Musselman is The Blade’s 
media columnist. 

Contact him at: 
mussel@theblade.com 

or 419-724-6474.
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By RYAN E. SMITH
BLADE STAFF WRITER

S
o many toys never get 
to grow old. They’re a fad for 
a while — pet rocks, anyone? 

— and then, well, they’re not.
Which makes it that much more 

interesting that the Frisbee, fi rst sold 
commercially by Wham-O in 1957, 
is celebrating its 50th birthday this 
year.

Few toys have lasted that long. 
Think about it: Barbie isn’t 50 yet. 
Neither is G.I. Joe. 

So you might say the Frisbee is fl y-
ing on rarifi ed air.

“There’s not as many classic toys 
that are still around after 50 years,” 
said Reyne Rice , a toy trends special-
ist with the Toy Industry Association, 
the trade organization for North 
American toy manufacturers. “You’ve 
got Mr. Potato Head, Monopoly, 
Scrabble ...”

You get the idea.
“As times change, toys tend to 

refl ect the times and the trends. 
Kids move on to the next thing or the 
next brand,” Ms. Rice said.

That didn’t happen with the Fris-
bee. 

To fi nd out why, let’s go back to the 
beginning, back to 1937 when Walter 
Frederick Morrison  discovered some 
high-fl ying fun during a game of toss 
at a family Thanksgiving gathering.

“The inspiration came from a large 
popcorn can lid that would fl y when 

you fl ipped it,” 
said Mr. Mor-

rison, now 
87 and 

living in 
Utah.

The World War II 
pilot went on to design a 

plastic version that he called 
the Pluto Platter, a nod to Ameri-

cans’ fascination with fl ying saucers. 
In 1957, he sold the rights to man-

ufacture and promote his invention 
to Wham-O, which, according to the 
company, it later renamed Frisbee 
after seeing students at Yale Univer-
sity fl inging pie tins from the Frisbie 
Baking Co.

Phil Kennedy , 60, a Frisbee collec-
tor and co-author with Mr. Morrison 
of the book Flat Flip Flies Straight! 
True Origins of the Frisbee (Worm-
hole Publishers, 2006), still recalls the 
wonderment of seeing the toy for the 
fi rst time.

“To me as a 10-year-old, I walked 
into a fi ve-and-dime and here’s this 
little model of a UFO spacecraft that 
you could actually take out in the 
backyard and throw around. I loved
it,” said Mr. Kennedy, of Connecticut.
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See FRISBEE, Page 2

Garen 
Hatcher, left,

and Jerry 
Reid play a 

pick-up game 
of Ultimate 

Frisbee at 
the Bedford 
Community 

Stadium.

TO THE
NINES

The spotlight will be on 
Street Sense tomorrow 

as everyone gears up 
for the Preakness 

Stakes, making the 
thoroughbred 
that won the Ken-

tucky Derby the 
most famous 
3-year-old 
around these 

days. But you 
don’t have to be a horse — of 
course, of course — to make it 
big at age 3.

— Ryan E. Smith

9 Famous 
Three-Year-Olds

1.Child actor 
Shirley 
Temple 
got her 

start in movies 
at the age of 
three. (She had 
to wait until she 
was 6, though, 
to win an Acad-
emy Award.) 

2.A 3-year-old 
dog named 
Pal was the 
first canine 

to play the role 
of Lassie, in the 
1943 movie Lassie 
Come Home. 

3.A chimpanzee named 
Ham was 
shot into 
space at 

the age of three 
aboard the Mer-
cury Redstone 
rocket in 1961. 
Upon his safe 
return, he spent 
most of his life on display in the 
Washington Zoo.

4.Darren Baker, 3, son of 
San Francisco Giants 
manager Dusty Baker, 
made headlines in 2002 

when the little bat boy was 
almost run over at the plate by a 
player during the World Series.

5.Reebok came up with 
a marketing campaign 
in 2003 focused on 3-
year-old Mark Walker 

Jr., including a clip of the little 
basketball sharpshooter making 
18 shots in a row on an 8-foot 
youth hoop.

6.Fossil hunters in Ethiopia 
unearthed 
the bones 
of 3-year-

old Selam, a baby 
ape-girl who lived 
3.3 million years 
ago, making her 
the earliest child 
ancestor discovered so far.

7.Three-year-
old Budhia 
Singh, 
of India, 

became famous 
for running mara-
thon distances in 
2005 and appeared 
in a spate of TV 
commercials.

8.Pax Thien 
Jolie, 3, 
found 
his name 

plastered across 
tabloids every-
where when 
Angelina Jolie 
adopted the Vietnamese orphan 
earlier this year. 

9.Jodie Foster made her 
acting debut in a Copper-
tone suntan lotion com-
mercial when she was 3 

years old.

MOVIE

Love story with no happy ending

Fiona (Julie Christie) and Grant (Gordon Pinsent) in Away From
Her.

LIONS GATE FILMS

Away From Her
Directed by Sarah Polley. 

Written by Polley, based on “The 
Bear Came Over the Mountain,” a 
short story by Alice Munro. A Li-
ons Gate Films release, opening 
today at Super Cinemas Spring 
Meadows, the fi lm is rated PG-13 
for mature themes, including 
Alzheimer’s disease, profanity, 
and sexual situations. Running 
time: 110 mins.

Critic’s rating: oooo
Fiona..................Julie Christie
Grant ............ Gordon Pinsent
Aubrey ......... Michael Murphy

ooooo Outstanding; 
oooo Very Good; ooo
Good; oo Fair; o Poor.See AWAY, Page 2
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