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CONCORD, N.C. — Kurt 
Busch had a talk with his kid 
brother after the two crashed 
into each other during NASCAR’s 
all-star race.

At issue was who was to blame 
for the accident that took both 
out of contention for the $1 
million prize. They agreed to 
disagree on that point.

But when it was over, they 
seemed to be in unison that Kyle 
Busch’s aggressive driving style 
can sometimes be over the edge.

“The initial discussion was 
over who was giving and who 
was taking and who wasn’t,” 
Kurt Busch said yesterday. “Over 
that discussion I think he got the 
sense of realization that he has 
been driving maybe a percent-
age point or two too high as of 
late. We’ve all been young drivers 
before [and] have gone through 
the, ‘Hey, I’ve got a fast race car, I 
deserve to win.’

“But yet you can’t count your 
chickens before they hatch. I 
think he realized that, and I hope 
it helps him, wrecking with his 
brother, that he can mature in 
a stronger fashion and a quicker 
fashion. I think he enjoyed the 
talk that we had.” 

Any bad blood between the 
two appeared to be wiped away 
as the Busch brothers prepared 
for Sunday’s Coca-Cola 600. But 

it took them four days to get to 
this point, as each was too angry 
to discuss their fi rst on-track al-
tercation.

When they fi nally touched 
base in a Wednesday phone call, 
Kyle Busch recognized he prob-
ably expected too much leeway 
from his brother on Saturday 
night at Lowe’s Motor Speedway.

The two were racing each oth-
er for position late in the $1 mil-
lion event when Kyle crowded 
Kurt in an attempt to pass him. 
Kurt refused to give an inch, and 
the two cars collided.

Each blamed the other, and 
even though they played in 
the same golf tournament on 
Monday, they were too angry to 
speak. After hearing Kurt out, 
Kyle admits Kurt wasn’t obli-
gated to move over for him.

“I fi gured ‘It’s Kurt. I’m going 
to get on his inside if I can make 
it in there, and he’ll give me the 
room. He’s my brother,’ ” Kyle 
Busch said. “And it just didn’t 

happen.” 
But he disagreed with Kurt’s 

assessment that he’s been too 
aggressive all season long. Kyle 
Busch has wrecked several cars 
in both the Busch and Nextel 
Cup Series, but some of the 
accidents were due to circum-
stances.

“I feel like there’s probably 
been a couple situations where I 
maybe was a little too high,” Kyle 
Busch said. “But I feel like there’s
other situations where the level I 
was racing at put me in the right 
positions at the right time.

“So it can be taken both ways, 
and hindsight is 20-20.”

It’s a fi ne racing line that the 
Busch brothers are on. They 
drive for different teams in pur-

suit of the same prize, but in 
two-plus seasons together in the 
Nextel Cup series they had never 
before wrecked each other.

New gets Coca-Cola pole
Ryan Newman and Kurt Busch 

gave Penske Racing a grip on the 
front row for the Coca-Cola 600.

Newman won his 39th career 
pole yesterday with a lap at 
185.312 mph. Busch qualifi ed
second at 185.065.

Elliott Sadler qualifi ed third, 
followed by Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
and Matt Kenseth.

Denny Hamlin was sixth, 
followed by Ricky Rudd, Dave 
Blaney, Bobby Labonte and Da-
vid Stremme.

This is the third in a series of 
four columns by 2006 Indianapo-
lis 500 winner Sam Hornish Jr. of 
Defi ance, who qualifi ed for the 
91st running of the Indianapo-
lis 500 with a four-lap average 
speed of 225.109. He will start 
the race from the fi fth spot on 
the grid.

Everything on the car is re-
ally good. I’m happy with how 
the car is handling. I’m looking 
forward to being in the 91st run-
ning of the Indianapolis 500. 

I have to drive safely and make 
it to the end of the race. That’s 
my strategy. That’s what I’m fo-
cusing on this year. I want to be 
there at the fi nish and hopefully 
have the opportunity to win the 
race again. 

If not, I need to take some 
good championship points out 

of here. 
I was on the pole last year. This 

year I’m starting from the middle 
of the second row. Obviously, the 
inside of row two would be a bet-
ter place to start, but starting in 
the middle is much better than 
starting on the outside.

I need to be more careful at 
the start of this year’s race and 
not make any mistakes during 
the early laps. 

To put it in perspective, I re-
started fi fth with about four laps 
to go in last year’s 500. That was 
a short amount of time to get 
past all of those cars and pull off 
the win. 

This year, I’m starting fi fth at 
the start of the race. So I have 200 
laps to get to the front. I fi gure 
that gives me more than enough 
time. If I could do it in four laps 
last year, I hope I can get it done 
in 200 this year. 

On Saturday before the race 
they hold the 500 Festival Pa-
rade in downtown Indianapolis. 
About 300,000 spectators come 
out to watch. All of the starting 
drivers are in it, as well as celeb-

rities and fl oats. It’s pretty cool.
No other racing event I know 

of does anything like it. It’s really 
neat and a fun thing to do. A lot 
of people are there, and it’s usu-
ally a pretty nice day out to take 
a ride through downtown Indy. I 
look forward to being in the pa-
rade every year.

Unfortunately, the parade is 
the day before the race, and I’m 
concentrating more on what I’m 
going to do the next day. I try to 
keep my eyes on the real prize, 
so to speak, going out and racing 
in the Indy 500.

Just like every year, I’m look-
ing forward to participating in 
the 2007 Indianapolis 500. It’s
an opportunity for me to defend 
last year’s title as a 500 winner. 

I’m hoping I come out of here 
with another win. 
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GOLF CENTER
734-888-1020

  • Lighted Driving Range • 9 Hole Golf Course
  • Discount Pro Shop • 18 Miniature Golf

CENTENNIAL RD.
at the State Line

(1/2 Mile N. of Centennial Quarry)

SCOTCH RUN
Now Open!

Valleywood
Golf Club

13502 Airport Highway
Swanton, OH 43558

419-826-3991

WeekdaysWeekend/Holiday
18 Holes   Walk $27.00
$39.00      Cart  $12.00

9 Holes     Walk $18.00
$24.00      Cart   $6.00

Tee Times
7 Days in Advance

18 Holes   Walk $17.00
$29.00      Cart  $12.00

9 Holes     Walk $14.00
$20.00      Cart   $6.00

18 Holes  Walk $14.00
$20.00      Cart   $6.00

Seniors 50+

Open Play
Before 9 a.m.

$25.00
with cart

Seniors 50+
Before 9 a.m.

18 Holes
$17.00 with cart

FRIDAY, MAY 25  7:30pm
Tim Hortons’s/Adrian Dodge

NIGHT OF THRILLS!
SCHOOL BUS FIGURE 8
FIGURE 8 TRAIN RACE

Plus Factory Stocks, 4 Cylinders, 
back-up race, Roll-over contest!

SUNDAY
MAY 27
7p.m.

Marco’s Pizza/Atomic Powersports

TWIN 100’S
2-100 lap Late 

Model features!!!

FREE PARKING!
$1 HOT DOG

Benore Rd. at I-75
Alexis Rd. exit (Behind Meijer)

419-727-1100419-727-1100

THE BLADE: TOLEDO, OHIO t FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2007 AUTO RACING & HIGH SCHOOLS SECTION D, PAGE 3 

Attention coaches: We will be running the fi nal soft-
ball and baseball stats on Wednesday June 6 and 
Thursday June 7, respectively. Please fax your stats 
to 419-724-6116 or e-mail sports@theblade.com. 

City League
League Overall

St. John’s 10-1 21-6
Whitmer 9-2 16-10
Clay 9-2 25-2
Central Catholic 8-3 14-14
St. Francis 7-4 15-11
Bowsher 7-4 12-11-1
Start 5-5 13-9
Waite 4-7 13-14
Libbey 3-8 6-21
Scott 1-10 1-15
Woodward NA NA
Rogers NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Jacob Moreno, Waite 75 37 23 0 17 4 .493
Ricky Lizcano, Start 65 31 27 0 26 2 .477
Boomer Moulton, Start59 28 35 1 22 5 .475
Larry Snuggs, Bow 67 31 22 1 9 6 .463
Patrick Martin, Clay 76 33 27 2 25 10 .434
KC Dippman, SJ 56 24 17 0 16 14 .429
Aaron Kovacs, Clay 66 28 29 1 19 8 .424
Ross Knierim, Clay 85 36 27 0 19 16 .424
Cory Lehman, CC 95 40 34 0 16 21 .421
Mike Miller, Bow 53 22 20 0 10 20 .415
A.J. Achter, Clay 73 30 27 1 26 10 .411
Jake Cappelletty, SJ 68 27 15 2 16 1 .397
Chad Fitch, Waite 81 32 22 0 23 6 .395
Broyles, Whit 77 30 22 0 17 5 .390
Mike Romano, Clay 62 24 20 0 14 1 .387
Chris Gerity, Start 47 18 22 0 8 4 .383
Mike Wilson, SJ 76 29 21 2 17 8 .382
Sumner, Whit 58 22 14 0 16 3 .379
Steve Ramirez, Lib 74 28 23 0 7 13 .378
Ross Hartwig, SJ 76 28 27 3 19 9 .368
Albert Hilt, Waite 71 26 12 0 25 2 .366
Ryan Munch, CC 81 29 23 2 31 4 .358
Mike Sheehan, Clay 34 12 14 0 10 4 .353
Casey Winckowski, Clay 74 26 24 4 24 3 .351
Mike Szmania, Start 63 22 19 0 18 2 .349
Rex Groll, Clay 61 21 14 1 17 1 .344
Val Helldobler, SJ 79 27 26 0 12 17 .342
Broderick Henry, SF 42 14 7 0 17 1 .333

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Adam O’Shea, Clay 242/3 16 2 1 18 3 0 0.28
A.J. Achter, Clay 462/3 13 6 5 88 7 0 0.75
Domschot, Whit 47 28 16 8 58 6 1 1.19
C. Klaege, Waite 272/3 15 15 5 24 4 0 1.27
Alex Radon, SF 43 33 19 8 42 5 2 1.30
Sean Williams, SJ 32 20 9 8 26 6 0 1.75
C. Winckowski, Clay 391/3 20 13 10 46 6 0 1.78
Patrick Martin, Clay 351/3 26 15 9 57 4 2 1.78
Ben Kauder, SJ 432/3 31 14 12 26 5 1 1.92
Tim Corbey, SJ 351/3 27 17 10 36 4 2 1.98
Jake Kristof, CC 291/3 34 24 9 19 3 1 2.15
Brett Kuebler, CC39 26 15 12 21 2 1 2.15
Matt Kaighin, Bow 202/3 16 116 7 17 0 2 2.37
M. Martinez, Waite 382/3 39 32 14 35 4 3 2.53
Chris Dominiak, CC 292/3 37 26 11 20 2 5 2.60
Joey Imm, Waite 231/3 27 19 9 13 0 3 2.70
Aaron Kovacs, Clay 23 24 13 9 18 5 0 2.74
Colin Meinzer, CC 322/3 30 16 13 25 4 3 2.79
Kacy Dwornik, SJ 261/3 22 15 12 22 2 2 3.19
Ricky Lizcano, Start 291/3 26 19 14 42 4 2 3.34

Not reporting: Rogers, Woodward

Northern Lakes League
League Overall

Anthony Wayne 12-1 16-11
Northview 10-4 15-13
Southview 9-5 12-14
Perrysburg 7-7 15-13
Bowling Green 7-7 14-12
Springfi eld 5-9 11-13
Maumee 4-10 8-18
Rossford 1-12 9-18

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Jordan Fortney, BG 58 26 19 2 13 7 .448
Kevin Zuzik, BG 91 40 23 0 22 6 .440
Tyler Grogg, Spr 72 31 29 0 16 19 .431
Matt Colville, Nview 75 32 22 5 30 1 .427
Garrett Rudolph, Spr 73 30 21 1 20 6 .411
Bohn, Ross 85 34 24 1 16 15 .400
Kellen Taylor, Spr 60 24 16 1 9 12 .400
Mike Irwin, AW 51 20 9 0 14 6 .392
Jake Michel, Sview 46 18 12 0 9 5 .391
Justin Duty, Pburg 93 36 18 1 21 5 .387
Josh Emans, BG 74 28 18 0 13 0 .378
Taylor Dimmerling, Pburg 83 31 26 0 15 8 .373
Josh Stidham, AW 86 32 22 0 17 4 .372
Taylor Malek, Sview 46 17 11 1 12 2 .370
Derrick Garcia, Pburg79 29 17 0 24 12 .367
Blake Simon, BG 85 31 22 7 32 0 .365
Anthony Lemle, BG 47 17 5 0 8 6 .362
Derek Andrzejczak, Nview89 32 28 5 31 3 .360
Ryan Williams, Mau 81 29 23 2 13 7 .358
Zach Strauss, Nview 98 35 23 2 32 6 .357
Eric Bohnsack, Spr 51 18 3 0 14 1 .353
Mike Falter, Pburg 88 31 23 1 23 8 .352
Eddie Bellanca, Nview94 33 29 0 14 11 .351
Brian Koehl, Nview 83 29 24 3 19 5 .349
Rainey, Ross 58 20 3 0 9 0 .345
Matt Vannett, BG 70 24 10 1 20 0 .343
Neal Linthicum, Pburg73 25 22 0 11 16 .342
Robbie Vargas, BG 62 21 16 1 8 9 .339

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Jeremy Black, Pburg 282/3 26 22 6 12 3 2 1.47
D. Creque, Sview 46 37 21 14 35 2 6 2.13
Austin Koback, Spr 21 13 11 7 22 2 1 2.33
Mike Moyer, Nview 492/3 48 45 17 56 6 2 2.40
Dan Rehard, Pburg 312/3 40 20 11 29 2 1 2.43
Jimmy Snider, Sview 471/3 55 34 19 38 4 4 2.81
Josh Stidham, AW70 65 33 29 47 7 3 2.90
Perry, Ross 332/3 48 30 14 11 1 1 2.91
Max Reese, Mau 321/3 31 28 14 23 2 5 3.03
Matt Joseph, Sview 291/3 38 23 13 22 3 2 3.10
TJ Neuhaus, Spr 462/3 46 37 22 47 5 4 3.30

Suburban Lakes League
League Overall

Genoa 14-0 21-4
Woodmore 10-4 17-8
Lake 7-7 16-12
Eastwood 4-10 10-16
Elmwood NA 23-6
Gibsonburg NA NA
Lakota NA NA
Otsego NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Schumacher, Gen 48 24 26 0 14 26 .500
Tim DeCant, Lake 82 41 34 3 35 31 .500
Ben Hammer, Elm 89 44 33 5 28 8 .494
Lau, Gen 48 22 16 0 13 12 .458
Charles Wooten, Wood 65 29 15 0 15 0 .446
Adkins, Gen 59 26 22 0 23 11 .441
Corey Witker, Wood 82 35 32 1 25 4 .427
Clayton, Gen 47 19 18 1 16 12 .404
Curtis Schlea, Wood 72 29 16 1 23 1 .403
Gargas, Gen 58 23 25 2 29 15 .397
Rymers, Gen 48 19 21 0 11 5 .396
Ryan Rothenbuhler, Elm 84 33 27 2 34 0 .393
Corey Hicks, Wood 54 21 17 0 7 3 .389
Nathaniel Fitch, Elm 89 33 29 1 18 3 .371
Clay Rolf, East 76 28 17 3 16 7 .368
Josh Zollinger, Wood 82 30 23 2 17 8 .366
Jon Aurand, Elm 87 31 15 5 34 0 .356
Brian Melnek, Wood 45 16 8 0 10 1 .356
Cory Stewart, Elm 93 32 18 3 29 6 .344
Wojo, Gen 41 14 11 0 15 10 .341
James Leatherman, Lake 98 33 16 0 25 1 .337
Cody Smith, Wood 63 20 16 0 13 8 .317
Adam Sheline, Elm 57 18 15 2 13 1 .316
Cisneros, Gen 35 11 11 0 11 10 .314
Joey Starkey, East 39 12 10 0 5 4 .308
Reid Rothenbuhler, Elm 60 18 25 0 6 5 .300

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

C. Wooten, Wood 592/3 23 10 4 107 7 1 0.47
Rymers, Gen 31 16 12 3 33 5 0 0.68
Wendt, Gen 23 23 6 3 21 2 0 0.91
Bassitt, Gen 581/3 33 17 13 65 9 2 1.56
Adam Sheline, Elm 511/3 NA 19 16 42 7 1 2.18
J. Leatherman, Lake 521/3 49 36 18 39 5 3 2.41
Rothenbuhler, Elm 602/3 NA 24 23 70 7 2 2.65
Ben Hammer, Elm 21 NA 8 8 34 4 0 2.67
Corey Witker, Wood 24 20 15 11 26 3 2 3.21

Not reporting: Gibsonburg, Lakota, Otsego

TAAC
League Overall

Ottawa Hills 11-1 27-3
Northwood 6-6 13-14
Danbury 5-7 6-15
Emmanuel Christian 4-8 12-15
Cardinal Stritch NA NA
Maumee Valley NA NA
Toledo Christian NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Andy Parker, OH 95 50 25 0 36 4 .526
Johnny Crooks, OH 88 41 47 10 37 14 .466
Andrew Wolff, OH 81 34 32 3 21 18 .420
Nick Keesee, EC 55 23 10 0 12 3 .418
Evan Trickey, OH 41 17 4 0 5 3 .415
Chad Phillips, Nwood70 28 28 1 18 NA .400
Andrew Baden, EC 81 32 10 0 19 2 .395
Jordan Tanner, EC 88 34 15 1 19 3 .386
Mike Hamann, Danb 60 23 9 0 17 11 .383
Josh Buck, EC 84 31 18 0 15 3 .369
S. McGaharan, Nwood 74 27 22 4 31 NA .365
Dan Koch, Nwood 89 32 32 1 11 NA .360
Nasri Hajjar, OH 81 28 21 2 21 10 .346
Phil Beans, OH 73 25 20 0 16 1 .342
Andrew Turinsky, Danb 38 13 4 0 NA 2 .342
Andy Stancati, OH 80 27 23 0 13 7 .338
Austin Bomar, EC 83 28 8 0 20 3 .337
Seth Flamm, EC 81 27 22 0 14 7 .333
Ryan Scanlan, Nwood 74 23 13 0 20 NA .311
Mike Waddell, Nwood 79 24 18 0 22 NA .304
Ron Koch, Nwood 70 21 12 0 13 NA .300

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Tyler Seivert, Nwood 351/3 25 25 6 NA 1 3 1.19
Mike Hamann, Danb 59 44 27 12 85 5 6 1.42
J. Dickenson, Nwood221/3 10 8 5 8 2 0 1.57
Andy Parker, OH 53 42 20 12 65 9 1 1.58
Johnny Crooks, OH 281/3 16 13 10 46 3 0 2.47
Mike Brown, OH 24 22 18 9 11 4 0 2.63
Matt Smith, OH 421/3 38 24 16 38 8 0 2.65
R. Scanlan, Nwood 331/3 28 16 14 19 2 3 2.94
S.McGaharan, Nwood362/3 35 33 18 28 4 3 3.44

Not reporting: Toledo Christian, Maumee Val-
ley, Cardinal Stritch

NWOAL
League Overall

Patrick Henry 7-1 21-5
Delta 6-2 19-10
Archbold 5-3 19-9
Evergreen 4-4 16-7
Swanton 1-7 6-15
Bryan NA NA
Liberty Center NA NA
Montpelier NA NA
Wauseon NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

A. Pinkelman, Ever 70 34 29 3 18 8 .486
Jacob Storrer, Arch 89 41 35 6 24 13 .461
Vaughan, Del 92 42 23 1 28 2 .457
D. Scribner, Ever 44 19 10 1 10 1 .432
Kovar, Del 81 33 18 1 22 2 .407
Josh Wyse, Arch 85 34 28 1 23 11 .400
Michael Montion, Swan 43 17 8 0 8 3 .395
Sean Driscoll, Swan 66 26 28 0 17 10 .394
J. Wade, Ever 71 27 14 1 27 3 .380
Robbi Rodrguez, Arch 49 18 17 0 6 7 .367
Jake Davis, Swan 63 23 11 0 13 5 .365
Schlosser, Del 92 33 26 2 27 11 .359
Austin Bower, PH 79 28 16 2 23 0 .354
Zach Botjer, PH 80 28 20 1 24 3 .350
Kraig Bostelman, Arch 76 26 18 2 22 6 .342
David Rupp, Arch 62 21 13 0 16 9 .339
Tyson Fruth, Arch 77 26 26 4 18 7 .338
David Dominique, Arch 80 27 15 0 19 5 .338
D. Scribner, Ever 36 12 6 2 8 1 .333
Kyle Reese, PH 90 29 18 0 18 3 .322
Betz, Del 72 23 22 0 13 9 .319
Dustin Hamilton, Arch 63 20 18 1 14 6 .317
Tim Gardner, Swan 60 19 10 0 13 4 .317
Z. Lashaway, Ever 77 24 19 2 26 2 .312
C. Pfund, Ever 71 22 25 0 17 24 .310
B. Truckor, Ever 59 18 13 0 10 6 .305

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Josh Wyse, Arch 23 12 3 1 15 3 0 .30
TJ Taylor, PH 491/3 23 12 5 66 8 1 .71
Zach Botjer, PH 522/3 35 15 9 52 5 2 1.20
Nate Wilhelm, PH42 26 14 9 37 6 0 1.50
A. Pinkelman, Ever 461/3 36 15 10 59 4 3 1.51
David Rupp, Arch431/3 32 23 12 47 5 3 1.94
Vaughan, Del 782/3 86 39 24 72 11 2 2.14
Eric Camp, Swan 45 45 43 17 25 2 5 2.64
Marc Miller, Arch 31 26 20 13 12 3 2 2.94
Murray, Del 382/3 49 28 17 33 4 1 3.08
K. Bostelman, Arch 21 19 12 10 19 2 0 3.33

Not reporting: Bryan, Liberty Center, Montpe-
lier, Wauseon

Other Area
Overall

Tinora 21-5
Blissfi eld 24-6
Fremont St. Joe 21-7
Oak Harbor 19-9
Summerfi eld 12-3
Bedford 15-10
Pettisville 13-11

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Scott Weis, Bedford 46 25 10 0 15 2 .543
Tayler Glass, Sfi eld 41 21 13 0 16 5 .512
Sprouse, Oak Harbor 93 46 40 3 22 32 .495
Cody Crockett, St. Joe 43 21 15 1 19 3 .488
Grof, Oak Harbor 94 45 27 1 20 45 .479
Grant Barbour, St. Joe 93 39 36 0 28 10 .419
Darek Hilty, St. Joe 79 33 26 0 29 4 .418
Ishmael, Oak Harbor 88 36 27 7 43 9 .409
Anthony Rusher, St. Joe 93 38 38 1 17 7 .409
Quinn Nofziger, Pville 72 29 22 0 21 10 .403
Matt Kwiatkowski, St. Joe60 24 18 1 16 0 .400
Ryan Felix, Bedford 40 16 14 0 10 4 .400
Tom Wilder, Sfi eld 43 17 20 1 4 6 .395
Mitchell Boss, Bed 81 32 21 2 22 12 .395
Tank, Oak Harbor 66 26 15 3 17 13 .394
Tyler Gill, Bedford 74 28 20 3 19 10 .378
Tyler Wehner, Bliss 97 36 29 1 22 6 .371
Chris Kerekes, Bed 81 30 28 0 17 18 .370
Luke Lewis, St. Joe 90 33 31 1 18 14 .367
Zach Pawson, Bliss 90 33 20 3 25 4 .367
Benner, Oak Harbor 71 26 20 0 19 22 .366
Stone, Oak Harbor 66 24 17 0 10 7 .364
Clay Norris, Pville 69 25 23 0 28 7 .362
Kyle Spotts, Sfi eld 41 14 15 3 18 0 .341
Tyler Glass, Sfi eld 43 14 19 0 6 1 .326
Harris King, Pville 53 17 16 0 15 4 .321
Josh Bruner, Pville 44 14 9 0 8 1 .318

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

K.Hildebrand, Sfi eld 29 12 1 0 24 5 0 0.00
Zach Pawson, Bliss 311/3 18 6 5 25 4 1 1.12
Eric Gray, St. Joe 272/3 23 10 7 35 1 0 1.77
McNutt, Oak Harbor 58 52 30 15 54 8 2 1.81
Q. Nofziger, Pville 491/3 50 32 14 35 3 4 1.99
Johnny Estes, Bliss 261/3 21 9 9 20 4 1 2.39
Mitch Hoover, Bed 251/3 24 12 9 42 6 2 2.49
Scott Weis, Bed 422/3 37 26 16 34 3 3 2.63
Tyler Glass, Sfi eld 341/3 27 14 13 38 5 1 2.65
Jason Swint, St. Joe 222/3 22 17 9 18 2 3 2.78
Aaron Hudson, Bliss 36 35 19 15 27 6 0 2.92
Kwiatkowski, St. Joe 331/3 35 18 15 43 5 1 3.15
Devin Mills, St. Joe 50 46 25 24 38 8 0 3.36

BASEBALL STANDINGS, STATISTICS

celebrity and intense notoriety. 
Rice bounced from an appear-
ance on The Late Show with 
David Letterman, to throwing 
out the fi rst pitch at a Yankees 
game, to a couple of showcase 
interviews on ESPN, the VIP 
treatment at the New York Stock 
Exchange, and then a visit to the 
White House to meet President 
Bush. 

Rice fi nished third in the 
points that season, winning fi ve
poles and three races. In 2005 he 
returned to Indy as royalty in the 
defending champion’s role, but 
he crashed in practice and in-
jured his back. In a bizarre twist, 
Rice was replaced by Brack and 
was reduced to spectator status 
at the site of his biggest moment 
in racing. 

“That was extremely disap-
pointing because so much of 
your focus and attention is 
placed on Indy, and that doesn’t 
change after you win here. Once 
you get your name on the Borg-
Warner Trophy, you just want to 
do it again,” Rice said. “I felt like I 
could race, but the medical folks 
said no, and I had to respect 
their decision.” 

After tumbling to 15th in the 
points standings that year, Rice 
came to Indy in 2006 poised to 
right his ship. But contact with 
two-time Indy 500 winner He-
lio Canstroneves sent Rice into 
the wall just 108 laps into last 
year’s race, and he ended up a 
disappointing 26th. After failing 
to fi nish fi ve events that season, 
Rice was again 15th in the points, 
and his relationship with Rahal 
Letterman ended. 

He was picked up by the 
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing team 
this year and is 13th in IndyCar 
Series points standings coming 

to Indy, after fi nishing 10th in 
three of the four races to date. 

“We were very excited to get 
Buddy because he is not just 
a talented and skilled race car 
driver, but also a fi erce com-
petitor,” team co-owner Dennis 
Reinbold said. “With his track 
record of success, Buddy is the 
ideal addition to our team. We’re 
focused on the future, and we 
like what he brings to the team.” 

Rice, whose father Bud built 
and raced dragsters, has stud-
ied the competition and said 
his team will be able to give the 
more established groups like 
Team Penske, Target Chip Ga-
nassi Racing, and Andretti Green
Racing, who hold the top six 
starting positions in the fi eld, a 
run for the Indy 500 crown. 

“Those other teams had more 
cars and more to work with go-
ing into qualifying,” Rice said. 
“And realistically, we probably 
had farther to go to get our cars 
at a peak competitively when 

we got here at the start of the 
month, but we’re not that far 
away now — not at all. I’m work-
ing with a new team, a new car, 
and a new engineer, but we’ve 
focused on the race set-up, and 
I think things have been coming 
around for us.” 

Rice, who passed up an op-
portunity to pursue a career in 
professional baseball to become 
a race car driver, won’t take 
this place by storm again like 
he did in 2004. But he knows a 
formidable challenge when he 
encounters one, given the map 
his life has followed. 

“I’m optimisitic and realistic 
about it,” Rice said. “I’ve said 
before, this isn’t the same kind of 
challenge like the one we had to 
face here in 2004, but I feel like 
we’re moving in the right direc-
tion. I feel good about my team 
and where I’m at right now.”

Contact Matt Markey at:
mmarkey@theblade.com

or 419-724-6510.

Rice 
Continued from Page 1

Sam Hornish
AT INDY

All systems go for another run at title

Vintage Indy cars ready to roll at speedway
INDY NOTEBOOK

By MATT MARKEY 
BLADE SPORTS WRITER 

INDIANAPOLIS — They are 
staging a little parade here today, 
a mobile museum of more than 
50 years of Indianapolis 500 rac-
ing machines. Vintage Indy cars 
from the 1930-1970 eras will roll 
around the track as part of the 
Carb Day activities in advance of 
Sunday’s race. 

Included in the group of sev-
eral dozen historic Indy cars that 
will provide a moving tribute to 
past champions at the India-
napolis Motor Speedway are two 
cars driven to victory here by 
racing legend A.J. Foyt. 

One of just three drivers to 
win this prestigious event four 
times, Foyt is marking his 50th 
consecutive year of competi-
tion at Indy this year. His 1964 
Indy 500-winning Sheraton-
Thompson Watson-Offenhauser 

roadster will lead the parade, 
with speedway veteran George
Snider at the wheel. Foyt’s son 
Larry Foyt will drive the 1967-
winning Sheraton-Thompson 
Coyote-Ford. 

The parade will also include 
The Jackson Special, an Offy-
powered Miller chassis that was 
brought in second in the 1946 
race by Jimmy Jackson in the fi rst 
of his fi ve consecutive runs here. 
The Autolite Dealers Association 
Special, driven in the 1961 race 
by 18-time Indy 500 competitor 
Lloyd Ruby, will also be part of 
the show. One of the younger 
models in the parade will be the 
Sunoco No. 66 Penske Lola/Ford 
that was driven to a second place 
fi nish by Mark Donohue in the 
1970 Indy 500.

Fans will also see the Leader 
Card Watson/Offy that was driv-
en to fourth place in the 1963 
race by Rodger Ward, who ran in 
15 Indy 500 races and won twice. 
The car has been restored as the 
Leader Card No. 95 with a Ford 
double overhead camshaft en-
gine replacing the Offenhauser, 
as it did in 1965, the only occa-
sion on which a Ford engine was 
placed in a front-engine car.

KING INCOMING: Richard 
Petty will witness the start of the 
Indy 500 for the fi rst time in his 
long racing career, since he ex-
pects to be here Sunday to sup-
port John Andretti, who races for 
Petty’s stock car team. Petty said 
he plans to fl y here from North 
Carolina Sunday morning, take 
in the 91st running of the Indy 
500, then fl y back to North Caro-
lina in time for the Coca-Cola 
600 race that night. Petty has 

two entries — son Kyle Petty in 
the No. 45 Coke Zero Dodge and 
Bobby Labonte in the No. 43 
Chocolate Chex Dodge — run-
ning in the Nextel Cup event. 

“I’ve never had the chance to 
see the start of the Indianapolis 
500 in person, and John has giv-
en us a great opportunity,” Petty 
said. “We couldn’t pass this up. I 
guess we’ll see what this “double 
duty” is all about.” 

FAMILY FEUD: The Foyts are 
here with their own team, and 
so are the Andrettis. But what 
about the Unsers, another rac-
ing family with a long and illus-
trious history? Al Unser Jr., who 
will drive in Sunday’s Indy 500 
for A.J. Foyt’s team, was asked if 
the Unser family had considered 
fi elding its own racing team. 
“No, not really. My family really 
doesn’t get along with each other 
that well,” Unser said.  

After talking about last weekend’s wreck, Kyle, right, and Kurt 
Busch agreed that Kyle has been too aggressive this season.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Blade’s Speed page, 
which usually runs in 
Friday’s paper, will be in 
tomorrow’s edition.

Busch brothers 
talk, mend fences
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