
You have to be crazy to leave 
the dock at 4 a.m. to go walleye 
fi shing — crazy like a fox.

A hazy orange, nearly-full 
moon hangs low in the south-
west, its face turned smoky by 
the humidity still hanging after 
last night’s thunderstorms. To 
the left of the moon is the planet 
Jupiter, glowing bright and yel-
low like a distant beacon.

It is warm and sultry, as if this 
were the Florida coast, not west-
ern Lake Erie.

In the spotlight of the boat, 
as it idles out the channel from 
Turtle Creek Marina, a fl urry of 
fl uffy cottonwood seeds drift 
down as soft and swirling as 
a fall of big white December 
snowfl akes.

And close to the open lake 
itself — bullfrogs. Dozens of 
them, big ones, swimming in 
open water and leaping back 
and forth. Must have been a ma-
jor insect-hatch under way and 
these eat-anything-that-won’t-
eat-them-fi rst predators glee-
fully are fi lling their bellies.

“I’ve never seen anything like 
that,” said veteran Toledo angler 
Tom Frisch, one of the old foxes 
on board. If Tom, with a lifetime 
of fi shing and outdoors and the 
lake under his belt, hasn’t seen 
it, you can take it to the bank 
that the frog-fest was a special 
sight.

Dan Tucker, who was piloting 
his 27-foot soft-top Sportcraft, 
Erie Sport, had cooked up this 
wee-hours fi shing venture with 
a seasoned crew. You need 
to know piloting, navigation, 
equipment handling — includ-
ing fi shing tackle — blindfolded, 
to safely enjoy a gig like this.

The idea was not to plow out 
to the big open waters where 
limits of 18-inchers are coming 
in two hours these days, but 
rather to pick the near-shore 
rockpiles with crankbaits. 
There the big walleyes, acting 
like freshwater sharks, move 
into the shallows and prowl 
for prey until the sun starts to 
climb.

Jim Kaiser, of Toledo, fi shing 
the bow, nailed a walleye on 
the fi rst cast. It was a task, un-
tangling it and the crankbait’s 
treble hooks from the net by 
headlamp. Sandy Wasmuth, of 
Northville, Mich., and hottest 

hand of the day, was not far be-
hind with a hook-up.

Fat Free Shads, Wiggle Warts, 
Reef Runner Rip Sticks, Mann’s 
Pigs, Storm Junior Thunder-
sticks — pick out a fave and 
crank it.  At one point, as we 
drifted across a seven-foot 
reeftop, we had four fi ne wall-
eyes on at once. We ran out of 
nets.

As the morning brightened 
and the sun started toward ver-
tical, the fi sh got cranky about 
the cranks and drifted to deeper 
water, 12 to 14 feet, just off the 
rocky tops. Hybrid mayfl y rigs 
— Weapons — and weight-for-
ward spinners with nightcrawl-
ers kept the action going.

I landed a fi ne blue-phase 
walleye, one which stood in 
sharp contrast to the standard-
issue olive-and-yellow and 
which may have shared a few 
remnant color-genes with the 
long-lost and fabled blue pike.

As the motors roared on 
the western horizon to the big 
fi shing grounds by the Toledo 
Ship Channel, we sat all alone, 
fi shing the rockpiles. Chunky 
white bass, lots of them; fresh-
water drum or sheepshead to 
15 pounds; channel catfi sh to 8 
pounds, and, eventually, a limit 
of walleye. About 175 fi sh in all 
— each of them fun to catch, if 
not keep.

“It was reminiscent of the 
’80s,” summed the 70-some-
thing Frisch. Added Tucker, so 
rightly:  “People have forgotten 
about this kind of fi shing [quiet, 
patient rock-picking]. They’ve 
been fi shing the [open-water] 
fl ats so much.”

Indeed, it wasn’t so much 
about rushing to get a limit as it 
was enjoying fi shing for fi shing’s 
sake, a day on the lake, time

and old stories with good old 
friends.

w
Walleye have remained active 

and eager in open-water areas 
of the western basin, including 
three to fi ve miles offshore from 
the Toledo Water Intake to the 
Toledo Harbor Light, along the 
Toledo Ship Channel, chart area 
marked Gravel Pit, and toward 
West Sister Island.

Many anglers are casting 
traditional weight-forward spin-
ners with good results, accord-
ing to Dan Baker at Butch and 
Denny’s Bait on Corduroy Road. 
He adds, though, that Weapons 
and worm harnesses on bottom 
bouncers also are working. “Use 
what you’re confi dent with.” As 
for colors, he said, “Pick one. 
You talk to fi ve guys and you get 
fi ve colors.”

Some fi sh are starting to feed 
on mayfl ies, said Rick Ferguson 
at Al Szuch Live Bait on Cordu-
roy. His remark is based on fi sh
the shop is cleaning. No mas-
sive hatches and rafts of spent 
carcasses have been seen on the 
lake yet.

Farther east, walleye activity
seems concentrated between 

South Bass and Kelleys Island, 
according to Rickard’s Bait at 
Catawba Island.

Yellow perch are being taken 
in good numbers around several 
of the islands, according to John 
Hageman, Ohio Sea Grant agent 
at Put-in-Bay. His best luck has 
been along break-lines where 
depth changes from 32 to 36 
feet of water. He recently has 
taken 30-perch limits in an hour
or less near Ballast, South Bass, 
and Green islands.

Hageman also recently land-
ed a small sturgeon, a 30-incher, 
while perching near Ballast. 
“He had some gill net wrapped 
around his midsection, which I 
was able to cut away with scis-
sors that I was using to cut up 
my minnows into pieces.”

The agent released the young 
fi sh, which is a protected spe-
cies in Ohio waters of the lake. 
Sturgeon reports can be phoned 
into the state’s Lake Erie Re-
search Station at Sandusky, 419-
625-8062.

Inland fi shing — Action has 
been good for walleye, channel 
catfi sh, and white bass at sev-
eral northwest Ohio upground 
reservoirs, according to Larry 

Goedde, fi sh management su-
pervisor for Ohio Wildlife Dis-
trict 2.

“Anglers are slaying big chan-
nel catfi sh off the old Sandusky 
Bay Bridge Fishing Access [the 
former State Rt. 269 bridge]. 
Many of the fi sh being caught
are in the 30 to 35-inch range. 
The best bait seems to be big live 
shiners. Frank Kapler of my staff 
witnessed two being caught this 
morning over 30 inches.”

w
Elsewhere, Pleasant Hill Res-

ervoir near Mansfi eld has been 
producing saugeye in late after-
noon and evening, and bluegill 
have been on the beds at the 
Lake La Su An lakes in Williams 
County and Oxbow Lake in 
Defi ance County. Summertime 
reservations for fi shing at Lake 
La Su An lakes in Williams 
County can be made Monday 
and Friday mornings by calling 
419-636-6189. For other details 
on the lakes call Wildlife District 
2 headquarters at 419-424-5000.

In other news, Goedde an-
nounced fi nal confi rmation 
on fi sh that almost were state 
records.

“The two fi sh that we recently 

looked at for possible new state 
records, white perch and white 
bass caught out of the Maumee 
River this spring, were both 
confi rmed as being hybrids. The 
white perch/white bass hybrid 
was caught by Brian Simpson, 
of Weston, on May 10. I initially 
identifi ed the fi sh as a hybrid 
and it was confi rmed a hybrid by 
Dr. Ted Cavender of OSU [Ohio 
State University] yesterday.

“The white bass-striper hy-
brid was caught by Tim Spur-
geon from Napoleon. It was 
initially identifi ed as a hybrid 
by Mike Wilkerson of my staff, 
confi rmed by me and Dr. Cav-
ender.”

w
The launch ramp at Sterling 

State Park on western Lake Erie 
at Monroe, Mich., is to remain 
closed through June 15 to allow 
dredging to continue in the bay 
and Sandy Creek. Boaters are 
advised to use Bolles Harbor, 
three miles south of Sterling 
State Park. For details call Jamie 
Allen, park supervisor, 734-289-
2715.

Contact Steve Pollick at:
spollick@theblade.com

or 419-724-6068.
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Follow the Fish
For Ohio/Lake Erie 
fi shing, call 
1-888-HOOKFISH.

For statewide 
fi shing info, visit 
www.ohiodnr.com/
wildlife.

STEVE POLLICK
OUTDOORS
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City League
League Overall

St. John’s 11-2 23-7
Clay 9-2 27-3
Whitmer 9-2 17-10
Central Catholic 8-3 14-15
St. Francis 7-4 15-11
Bowsher 7-4 12-13-1
Start 5-5 13-9
Waite 4-7 13-14
Libbey 3-8 6-21
Rogers 2-9 4-22
Scott 1-10 1-15
Woodward 0-11 0-17

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Jacob Moreno, Waite 75 37 23 0 17 4 .493
Ricky Lizcano, Start 65 31 27 0 26 2 .477
Boomer Moulton, Start 59 28 35 1 22 5 .475
Larry Snuggs, Bow 68 30 22 2 13 9 .441
A.J. Achter, Clay 84 36 30 1 27 10 .429
Patrick Martin, Clay 85 36 31 2 25 12 .424
Mike Miller, Bow 52 22 20 0 10 18 .423
Cory Lehman, CC 99 41 34 0 16 21 .414
Ross Hartwig, SJ 91 37 33 5 25 12 .407
KC Dippman, SJ 65 26 20 0 17 17 .400
Nick Marlow, Whit 30 12 7 0 10 0 .400
Chad Fitch, Waite 81 32 22 0 23 6 .395
Jake Cappelletty, SJ 80 31 17 2 19 2 .388
Nick Broyles, Whit 83 32 25 0 18 5 .386
Ross Knierim, Clay 96 37 29 0 20 16 .385
Chris Gerity, Start 47 18 22 0 8 4 .383
Steve Sumner, Whit 63 24 15 0 16 3 .381
Steve Ramirez, Lib 74 28 23 0 7 13 .378
Aaron Kovacs, Clay 77 29 29 1 21 8 .377
Teddy Banks, Rog 38 14 5 0 12 2 .368
Albert Hilt, Waite 71 26 12 0 25 2 .366
Casey Winckowski, Clay 83 30 24 4 26 3 .361
Rex Groll, Clay 70 25 14 1 18 1 .357
Mike Romano, Clay 74 26 20 0 15 1 .351
Mike Szmania, Start 63 22 19 0 18 2 .349
Aaron Koonce, SJ 43 15 10 0 6 7 .349
Tim Corbey, SJ 52 18 13 0 10 0 .346
Ryan Munch, CC 84 29 24 2 31 4 .345

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Adam O’Shea, Clay 242/3 16 2 1 18 3 0 0.28
A.J. Achter, Clay 60 22 12 8 102 7 1 0.93
Cam Klaege, Waite 272/3 15 15 5 24 4 0 1.27
Alex Radon, SF 43 33 19 8 42 5 2 1.30
Patrick Martin, Clay 421/3 30 15 9 63 5 2 1.49
Ryan Domschot, Whit511/3 33 21 12 64 6 2 1.64
C. Winckowski, Clay 41 20 13 10 48 7 0 1.71
Sean Williams, SJ 362/3 23 10 9 32 7 1 1.72
Ben Kauder, SJ 52 39 16 13 29 5 1 1.75
Jake Kristof, CC 291/3 34 24 9 19 3 1 2.15
Tim Corbey, SJ 41 33 21 14 40 4 2 2.39
M. Martinez, Waite 382/3 39 32 14 35 4 3 2.53
Zach Teel, Whit 212/3 22 14 8 20 3 0 2.58
Chris Dominiak, CC 292/3 37 26 11 20 2 5 2.60
Joey Imm, Waite 231/3 27 19 9 13 1 1 2.70
Kacy Dwornik, SJ 31 24 15 12 26 3 2 2.71
Aaron Kovacs, Clay 23 24 13 9 18 5 0 2.74
Brett Kuebler, CC451/3 34 21 18 21 2 2 2.78
Colin Meinzer, CC322/3 30 16 13 25 4 3 2.79
Ryan Ehrhardt, Bow 302/3 32 20 14 21 1 2 3.20

Northern Lakes League
League Overall

Anthony Wayne 13-1 17-11
Northview 10-4 15-13
Southview 9-5 12-15
Perrysburg 7-7 15-13
Bowling Green 7-7 14-12
Springfi eld 5-9 11-13
Maumee 4-10 8-18
Rossford 1-13 9-19

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Jordan Fortney, BG 58 26 19 2 13 7 .448
Kevin Zuzik, BG 91 40 23 0 22 6 .440
Tyler Grogg, Spr 72 31 29 0 16 19 .431
Matt Colville, Nview 75 32 22 5 30 1 .427
Garrett Rudolph, Spr 73 30 21 1 20 6 .411
Bohn, Ross 87 35 24 1 16 15 .402
Kellen Taylor, Spr 60 24 16 1 9 12 .400
Justin Duty, Pburg 93 36 18 1 21 5 .387

Jake Michel, Sview 47 18 12 0 9 5 .383
Josh Stidham, AW 89 34 23 0 21 4 .382
Mike Irwin, AW 55 21 9 0 14 6 .382
Josh Emans, BG 74 28 18 0 13 0 .378
Taylor Dimmerling, Pburg 83 31 26 0 15 8 .373
Derrick Garcia, Pburg79 29 17 0 24 12 .367
Blake Simon, BG 85 31 22 7 32 0 .365
Anthony Lemle, BG 47 17 5 0 8 6 .362
Derek Andrzejczak, Nview89 32 28 5 31 3 .360
Ryan Williams, Mau 81 29 23 2 13 7 .358
Zach Strauss, Nview 98 35 23 2 32 6 .357
Eric Bohnsack, Spr 51 18 3 0 14 1 .353
Mike Falter, Pburg 88 31 23 1 23 8 .352
Eddie Bellanca, Nview94 33 29 0 14 11 .351
Brian Koehl, Nview 83 29 24 3 19 5 .349
Taylor Malak, Sview 49 17 11 1 13 3 .347
Matt Vannett, BG 70 24 10 1 20 0 .343
Neal Linthicum, Pburg73 25 22 0 11 16 .342
Robbie Vargas, BG 62 21 16 1 8 9 .339
Bryan Monroe, Mau 60 20 10 0 10 2 .333

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Jeremy Black, Pburg 282/3 26 22 6 12 3 2 1.47
Matt Rutter, Nview 171/3 21 12 4 8 1 0 1.62
D. Creque, Sview 46 37 21 14 35 2 6 2.13
Austin Koback, Spr 21 13 11 7 22 2 1 2.33
Mike Moyer, Nview 492/3 48 45 17 56 6 2 2.40
Dan Rehard, Pburg 312/3 40 20 11 29 2 1 2.43
Jimmy Snider, Sview 471/3 55 34 19 38 4 4 2.81
Josh Stidham, AW 702/3 65 33 29 47 7 3 2.87
Max Reese, Mau 321/3 31 28 14 23 2 5 3.03
Perry, Ross 342/3 51 32 16 11 1 1 3.23
TJ Neuhaus, Spr 462/3 46 37 22 47 5 4 3.30
Cody Stidham, AW 321/3 25 22 16 24 3 2 3.46

Suburban Lakes League
League Overall

Genoa 14-0 21-4
Elmwood 11-3 26-7
Woodmore 10-4 17-8
Lake 7-7 16-12
Gibsonburg 6-8 11-12
Eastwood 4-10 10-16
Lakota NA NA
Otsego NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Ben Hammer, Elm 111 59 40 5 29 8 .532
Adam Schumacher,Gen 48 24 26 0 14 26 .500
Tim DeCant, Lake 82 41 34 3 35 31 .500
Justin Lau, Gen 48 22 16 0 13 12 .458
Charles Wooten, Wood 65 29 15 0 15 0 .446
Justin Adkins, Gen 59 26 22 0 23 11 .441
Corey Witker, Wood 82 35 32 1 25 4 .427
Brooks Clayton, Gen 47 19 18 1 16 12 .404
Curtis Schlea, Wood 72 29 16 1 23 1 .403
Ryan Gargas, Gen 58 23 25 2 29 15 .397
Jon Rymers, Gen 48 19 21 0 11 5 .396
Corey Hicks, Wood 54 21 17 0 7 3 .389
Nathaniel Fitch, Elm 110 42 34 1 22 3 .382
Jon Aurand, Elm 101 38 21 6 41 0 .376
Ryan Rothenbuhler, Elm 101 38 30 2 40 0 .376
Clay Rolf, East 76 28 17 3 16 7 .368
Josh Zollinger, Wood 82 30 23 2 17 8 .366
Cory Stewart, Elm 112 40 21 3 34 6 .357
Brian Melnek, Wood 45 16 8 0 10 1 .356
Tom Wojciechowski,Ge 41 14 11 0 15 10 .341
James Leatherman, Lake 98 33 16 0 25 1 .337
Zak Black, Gib 54 18 7 0 13 5 .333
Cody Fisher, Gib 59 19 18 1 6 5 .322
Cody Smith, Wood 63 20 16 0 13 8 .317
Mark Cisneros, Gen 35 11 11 0 11 10 .314
Greg Day, Elm 58 18 9 0 9 2 .310
Adam Sheline, Elm 71 22 19 2 15 1 .310
Joey Starkey, East 39 12 10 0 5 4 .308

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

C. Wooten, Wood 592/3 23 10 4 107 7 1 0.47
Jon Rymers, Gen 31 16 12 3 33 5 0 0.68
Connor Wendt,Gen 23 23 6 3 21 2 0 0.91
Chris Bassitt, Gen 581/3 33 17 13 65 9 2 1.56
J. Leatherman, Lake 521/3 49 36 18 39 5 3 2.41
R. Rothenbuhler, Elm792/3 76 32 30 79 9 2 2.64
Ben Hammer, Elm 21 9 8 8 34 4 0 2.67
Adam Sheline, Elm 631/3 55 29 26 47 9 2 2.87
Corey Witker, Wood 24 20 15 11 26 3 2 3.21

Not reporting: Lakota, Otsego

TAAC
League Overall

Ottawa Hills 11-1 28-4
Toledo Christian 10-2 21-8
Northwood 6-6 13-14
Cardinal Stritch 6-6 11-14
Danbury 5-7 6-15
Emmanuel Christian 4-8 12-15
Maumee Valley 0-10 3-15

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Andy Parker, OH 101 53 26 0 38 4 .525
Johnny Crooks, OH 94 44 51 12 43 14 .468
Shawn Hassen, MV 50 22 13 0 7 11 .440
Eric Yunker, TC 100 43 30 1 40 21 .430
Andrew Wolff, OH 90 38 35 3 24 18 .422
Evan Trickey, OH 43 18 12 0 5 3 .419
Nick Keesee, EC 55 23 10 0 12 3 .418
Chad Phillips, Nwood70 28 28 1 18 NA .400
John Sopko, CS 75 30 14 1 20 1 .400
Andrew Baden, EC 81 32 10 0 19 2 .395
Jordan Tanner, EC 88 34 15 1 19 3 .386
Mike Hamann, Danb 60 23 9 0 17 11 .383
Matt Smith, OH 61 23 20 2 15 2 .377
Dustin Evans, CS 69 26 21 0 17 6 .377
Adam Yunker, TC 88 33 29 0 22 35 .375
Josh Buck, EC 84 31 18 0 15 3 .369
Nasri Hajjar, OH 87 32 25 2 21 12 .368
Justin Middaugh, TC 82 30 33 0 28 30 .366
S. McGaharan, Nwood 74 27 22 4 31 NA .365
Dan Koch, Nwood 89 32 32 1 11 NA .360
Peter Meinecke, MV 48 17 8 0 7 10 .354
Grant Sims, TC 93 32 29 0 21 20 .344
Andrew Turinsky, Danb 38 13 4 0 0 2 .342
Phil Beans, OH 77 26 22 0 18 1 .338
Austin Bomar, EC 83 28 8 0 20 3 .337
Seth Flamm, EC 81 27 22 0 14 7 .333
Andy Stancati, OH 87 28 24 0 14 7 .322
H.J. Taylor, CS 66 21 14 0 14 7 .318

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Tyler Seivert, Nwood 351/3 25 25 6 NA 1 3 1.19
Mike Hamann, Danb 59 44 27 12 85 5 6 1.42
Mike Waddell, Nwood18 10 11 4 12 2 2 1.56
J. Dickenson, Nwood221/3 10 8 5 8 2 0 1.57
Jake Rightnowar, TC 481/3 48 27 12 46 6 0 1.74
Grant Sims, TC 582/3 52 32 15 40 5 5 1.79
Andy Parker, OH 58 47 26 15 70 10 1 1.81
Johnny Crooks, OH 30 18 13 10 47 3 0 2.33
Mike Brown, OH 24 NA 18 9 23 4 0 2.63
R. Scanlan, Nwood 331/3 28 NA 14 19 2 3 2.94
Matt Smith, OH 462/3 40 29 20 41 8 1 3.00
Mike Baehren, OH 291/3 34 22 13 15 3 2 3.10
S.McGaharan, Nwood362/3 35 33 18 28 4 3 3.44

NWOAL
League Overall

Patrick Henry 7-1 21-5
Bryan 6-2 20-7
Delta 6-2 19-10
Archbold 5-3 19-9
Evergreen 4-4 16-7
Montpelier 3-5 NA
Liberty Center 2-6 NA
Swanton 1-7 6-15
Wauseon NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

A. Pinkelman, Ever 70 34 29 3 18 8 .486
Jacob Storer, Arch 89 41 35 6 24 13 .461
Vaughan, Del 92 42 23 1 28 2 .457
Kolbrin Vitek, Bryan 199 87 18 6 35 7 .437
D. Scribner, Ever 44 19 10 1 10 1 .432
Kovar, Del 81 33 18 1 22 2 .407
Josh Wyse, Arch 85 34 28 1 23 11 .400
Michael Montion, Swan 43 17 8 0 8 3 .395
Sean Driscoll, Swan 66 26 28 0 17 10 .394
J. Wade, Ever 71 27 14 1 27 3 .380
Robbi Rodrguez, Arch 49 18 17 0 6 7 .367
Jake Davis, Swan 63 23 11 0 13 5 .365
Schlosser, Del 92 33 26 2 27 11 .359
Austin Bower, PH 79 28 16 2 23 0 .354
Zach Botjer, PH 80 28 20 1 24 3 .350
Kraig Bostelman, Arch 76 26 18 2 22 6 .342
David Rupp, Arch 62 21 13 0 16 9 .339
Tyson Fruth, Arch 77 26 26 4 18 7 .338

David Dominique, Arch 80 27 15 0 19 5 .338
D. Scribner, Ever 36 12 6 2 8 1 .333
Kyle Reese, PH 90 29 18 0 18 3 .322
Betz, Del 72 23 22 0 13 9 .319
Dustin Hamilton, Arch 63 20 18 1 14 6 .317
Tim Gardner, Swan 60 19 10 0 13 4 .317
Z. Lashaway, Ever 77 24 19 2 26 2 .312
C. Pfund, Ever 71 22 25 0 17 24 .310
B. Truckor, Ever 59 18 13 0 10 6 .305

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Kolbrin Vitek, Bryan 55 15 9 0 85 7 1 0.00
Josh Wyse, Arch 23 12 3 1 15 3 0 0.30
TJ Taylor, PH 491/3 23 12 5 66 8 1 0.71
Zach Botjer, PH 522/3 35 15 9 52 5 2 1.20
Nate Wilhelm, PH42 26 14 9 37 6 0 1.50
A. Pinkelman, Ever 461/3 36 15 10 59 4 3 1.51
David Rupp, Arch 431/3 32 23 12 47 5 3 1.94
Vaughan, Del 782/3 86 39 24 72 11 2 2.14
Eric Camp, Swan 45 45 47 17 20 2 5 2.64
Marc Miller, Arch 31 26 20 13 12 3 2 2.94
Murray, Del 382/3 49 28 17 33 4 1 3.08
K. Bostelman, Arch 21 19 12 10 19 2 0 3.33

Not reporting: Liberty Center, Montpelier, 
Wauseon

Other Area
Overall

Tinora 21-5
Blissfi eld 24-6
Fremont St. Joseph 23-7
Summerfi eld 17-7
Oak Harbor 19-9
Stryker 15-11
Bedford 16-13
Pettisville 13-11

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Scott Weis, Bed 51 26 14 0 10 3 .510
Cody Crockett, St. Joe 50 25 17 2 24 3 .500
Sprouse, Oak Harbor 93 46 40 3 22 32 .495
Grof, Oak Harbor 94 45 27 1 20 45 .479
Evan Brown, Stryker 69 31 29 10 36 7 .449
Tom Wilder, Summer 80 34 35 2 10 9 .425
Matt Kwiatkowski, St. Joe67 28 19 1 18 0 .418
Anthony Rusher, St. Joe 101 42 40 1 18 7 .416
Grant Barbour, St. Joe 102 42 39 0 28 10 .412
Ishmael, Oak Harbor 88 36 27 7 43 9 .409
Darek Hilty, St. Joe 86 35 29 0 30 5 .407
Tayler Glass, Summer 69 28 15 0 23 5 .406
Quinn Nofziger, Pett 72 29 22 0 21 10 .403
Tyler Glass, Summer 77 31 31 1 17 4 .403
Mitchell Boss, Bed 92 37 23 2 24 13 .402
Brett Grieser, Stryker 73 29 27 3 22 2 .397
Steve Lymanstall, Tin 76 30 21 0 26 5 .395
Tank, Oak Harbor 66 26 15 3 17 13 .394
Tyler Gill, Bed 85 33 22 4 1 14 .388
Chris Kerekes, Bed 91 35 30 0 18 21 .385
Ryan Felix, Bed 50 19 14 0 0 4 .380
Ethan McKenney, Tin 75 28 21 2 2 4 .373
Taylor Wiemken, Tin 75 28 20 0 16 11 .373
Tyler Wehner, Bliss 97 36 29 1 22 6 .371
Joel Perez, Stryker 57 21 13 2 22 0 .368
Zach Pawson, Bliss 90 33 20 3 25 4 .367
Benner, Oak Harbor 71 26 20 0 19 22 .366
Stone, Oak Harbor 66 24 17 0 10 7 .364

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Zach Pawson, Bliss 311/3 18 6 5 25 4 1 1.12
K. Hildebrand, Sum 52 43 16 9 40 7 1 1.21
S. Lymanstall, Tin 45 45 22 9 22 3 3 1.40
Eric Gray, St. Joe 282/3 23 10 7 37 7 1 1.71
Zach Beilharz, Tin 36 30 16 9 22 4 1 1.75
McNutt, Oak Harbor 58 52 30 15 54 8 2 1.81
Quinn Nofziger, Pett 491/3 50 32 14 35 3 4 1.99
Mitch Hoover, Bed 302/3 27 12 9 49 7 2 2.05
Johnny Estes, Bliss 261/3 21 9 9 20 4 1 2.39
Evan Brown, Stryker 52 43 36 20 69 7 3 2.69
Tyler Glass, Sum 631/3 53 33 25 74 7 3 2.76
Jason Swint, St. Joe 222/3 22 17 9 18 8 2 2.78
Aaron Hudson, Bliss 36 35 19 15 27 6 0 2.92
Scott Weis, Bed 431/3 43 34 19 35 3 4 3.07
Layne Schroeder,Tin 29 19 16 13 31 5 1 3.14
Kwiatkowski, St. Joe 331/3 35 18 15 43 5 1 3.15
Devin Mills, St. Joe 561/3 51 29 26 38 9 0 3.23
Taylor Wiemken, Tin 28 31 14 13 21 4 0 3.25
Cory Sullivan,Stryker26 26 16 13 12 1 2 3.50

FINAL BASEBALL STANDINGS, STATISTICS
HIGH SCHOOLS

Wee-hours fishing trip turned into fun

While many Lake Erie anglers catch average-size walleye, top row, in the deeper and open areas, 
the wily lake veterans search for bigger walleye in the rocks along the shore, bottom row.

THE BLADE/STEVE POLLICK

Rocky areas along shore
a gold mine for big ones

INLAND FISHING
t Lake La Su An lakes, 
Williams County, reserva-
tions, 419-636-6189.
t Maumee Tackle, Maumee, 
419-893-3474.
t River Lures, Grand Rap-
ids, 419-832-0989.
t Angler Supply, Fremont, 
419-332-6071.
t Ohio Wildlife District 2, 
Findlay, 419-424-5000.
Visit on-line www.thenaturalr
esource.com.

W. LAKE ERIE 
t Brest Bay Marina, Brest 
Bay, Michigan, 734-289-
1234.
t Luna Pier Harbor Club, 
Lake Erie/Michigan side, 
734-848-3777.
t Edgewater Bait and 
Tackle, Point Place, 419-
727-8380.
t Butch and Denny’s Bait, 
Corduroy Road, 419-836-
7351.
t Al Szuch Live Bait, Cordu-
roy Road, 419-836-5264.
t Happy Hooker Bait and 
Tackle, State Rt. 2, Oak 
Harbor, 419-898-9676.
t Rickard’s Bait, Catawba 
Island, 419-734-2496.
t Ohio/Lake Erie Fish Re-
search Station, Sandusky, 
419-625-8062.

in Anaheim and Ottawa.
“It’s not the same. Ottawa 

is such a small town,” he said. 
“They have only one profession-
al team. But hockey’s well and 
alive in this part of the country.” 

Giguere paused when asked 
about fan recognition when he’s 
out and about.

“A little bit,” he replied. “It’s 
getting more and more.” 

Getzlaf said much the same 
thing.

“It’s gotten better throughout 
the year. The NHL’s so big in 
Canada; I’m sure we would be 
recognized there,” he said.

Athletes like the Lakers’ Kobe 
Bryant, the Angels’ Vladimir 
Guerrero or the Dodgers’ Derek 
Lowe, for example, would fi nd
it impossible to spend much 
time in public without being ap-
proached by numerous fans.

“Nobody in California cares 
about hockey,” Brian Mylius, a 
construction worker from Buf-
falo, said near Venice Beach. “It’s 
a great sport, but people don’t 
get it. All they want to talk about 
is the Lakers and Kobe.” 

Sean O’Donnell, who played 
for the Los Angeles Kings before 
joining the Ducks, doesn’t see it 
that way at all.

“Everyone talks about ‘hockey 
market this,’ and ‘hockey market 
that.’ The energy around Orange 
County for this, and the Kings 
fans when the Kings were doing 
well, it’s just a great hockey mar-
ket,” he said. 

“There’s so many people here 
that you’re not going to get the 
same energy you would in a 
small Canadian city, but it’s a 
great hockey place and I’m so 
happy I’ve been able to play here 
for eight or nine years now with 
L.A. and the Ducks.” 

In downtown Los Angeles, 
attorney Mike Colmenarez said 
he believes Anaheim’s champi-
onship will give hockey a boost 
locally.

“I haven’t been to a hockey 
game in more than 20 years, but 
we’ll probably go see a Ducks 
game now,” said Colmenarez, a 
resident of Orange County. “Ana-
heim is a small market. That’s 
why the Angels call themselves 
the Los Angeles Angels.” 

The Angels were known as the 
Anaheim Angels nearly fi ve years 
ago when they won their fi rst 
and only World Series champi-
onship before being honored 
with a parade from the hockey 
arena to the parking lot of Angels 
Stadium.

There won’t be a parade for 
the Ducks — instead, a two-hour 
rally is planned tomorrow night 
at the Honda Center.

Jan Matson said at the Ana-
heim car wash that her neigh-
bors went wild with lawn signs 
and car decorations when the 
Angels made the playoffs two 
years ago.

Not so for the Ducks.
“In our neighborhood, the 

Angels are a much bigger deal,” 
she said.

Stanley Cup TV ratings
set an all-time low mark

NEW YORK — The Stanley 
Cup fi nals had record-low net-
work television ratings.

The three games aired on 
NBC averaged a 1.6 rating and 
a 3 share, the network said yes-
terday. 

That’s down 20 percent from 
the 2.0/4 drawn for the same 
three games last year.

Anaheim won the series, beat-
ing Ottawa in fi ve games. The 
fi rst two games were televised 
on the cable network Versus.

The Ducks’ series-ending 
6-2 victory Wednesday night re-
ceived a 1.8/3, down 28 percent 
from last year’s 2.5/4 in Game 5.

The rating is the percentage 
watching a telecast among all 
homes with televisions, and the 
share is the percentage tuned 
in to a broadcast among those 
households with televisions on 
at the time.

 A ratings point represents 
1,114,000 households.

Ducks 
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