
spans, originally powered by 
two steam engines, instead of a 
swing span.

Even without the modern 
technologies of today, Mr. Ru-
pert said bridges built during 
that era “were, without a doubt, 
built sturdy.”

 The bridge, renamed by City 
Council in honor of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., was designed to 
last 50 years, Mr. Rupert said. 
It has been undergoing renova-
tion since 2002, with half of its 
drawspans replaced last winter 
and the other half to be done 
next winter.

Collision course
The Fassett Street Bridge was 

completed in 1896 and was 
Toledo’s second Maumee River 
crossing. The bridge spanned 
from Walbridge and South ave-
nues to the east side of the river.

The bridge was badly dam-
aged in 1957 after 80 mph winds 
ripped a 8,700-ton freighter 
from its nearby docks sending 
it crashing into the middle of the 
bridge. The Fassett Street Bridge 
was later razed.

Site of suicides
The Anthony Wayne Bridge 

was built upstream of the former 
Cherry Street Bridge and opened 
to traffi c in 1931.

The $3 million suspension 
bridge is 3,215 feet long includ-
ing approaches and raises 104 
feet above the water at its mid-
point.

According to The Blade’s ar-
chives, more than 100 people 
have either committed suicide 
by jumping from the bridge or 
threatened suicide after climb-
ing the bridge’s suspension 
cables.

Toledo Police offi cer Pam Ku-
jawa, who is a trained negotiator, 
isn’t sure what attracts people to 
climb that particular bridge.

“There is some draw to that 
bridge,” she said, adding she’s 
never witnessed anyone actually 
jump from the Anthony Wayne 
Bridge in her 10 years as a ne-
gotiator.

Acting Fire Chief Mike Wo-
lever  said police and fi re units 
respond to more jumper calls 
from the Anthony Wayne Bridge 
than all the others combined.

“Their chances of survival are 
less if you jump from that great 
height,” Chief Wolever said.

In 1996, The Blade reported 
that between one and three 
people a month tried to jump 
from the Anthony Wayne, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., or Craig Memo-
rial bridges.

During that same year, a 
former city councilman pro-
posed installing barriers to 
keep would-be climbers off the 
bridge’s suspension cables.

While the barriers were in-
stalled in 1997 and have imped-
ed several attempts to climb the 
cables, “it’s not impenetrable,” 
Chief Wolever said.

In 2006, the department re-
ceived 19 jumper calls, and Chief 
Wolever said 95 percent of those 
were probably from the Anthony 
Wayne Bridge.

“The truth of the matter is, 
those that climb don’t jump,” 
he said.

Offi cer Kujawa agreed.
“If you’re going to commit 

suicide, you don’t let anybody 
know,” she said. “If you do let 
them know, it’s a cry for help. 
They’re looking for somebody 
to help them and say, ‘This isn’t 
what you need to do.’”

Downriver
After the Cherry Street Bridge 

was destroyed in the fl ood of 
1883, city offi cials towed rem-
nants of the bridge downstream, 
added two more spans, and cre-
ated the Ash-Consaul Bridge. 
The Ash-Consaul Bridge was 
demolished in 1957 to make way 
for the Craig Memorial Bridge.

After the Craig Bridge was 
opened to traffi c, it became an 
immediate irritant to motor-
ists, many wondering why a 
drawbridge was placed on an 
expressway.

Mr. Rupert said despite what 
many think, the drawbridge was 
designed before the Interstate 
System was created.

“The interstate was put across 
a drawbridge,” he said. “The 
drawbridge was not built on the 
Interstate System.”

In 1996, The Blade reported 
the bridge opened on average 
900 times a year for ship traffi c, 
with delays usually lasting a little 
more than seven minutes.

“It was perfectly appropriate 
for it to be a drawbridge at that 
time,” said Andrea Voogd , an 
ODOT spokesman.

Ship traffi c has decreased 
drastically since then with only 
266 drawbridge openings last 
year, according to the Toledo-
Lucas County Port Authority.

Despite the reduced number 
of ship openings, the Craig be-
came a tightening chokepoint 
on the Toledo freeway system 
over the years as traffi c vol-
umes grew and truck weights 
increased. Inadequate accelera-
tion room forced the mid-1990s 
closing of a bridge entrance from 
northbound Summit Street that 
was a particular cause of conges-
tion and was blamed for at least 
one fatal accident. Occasional 
breakdowns forced I-280 traffi c 
to detour along city streets.

When it becomes part of State 
Rt. 65 next weekend, the Craig 
bridge will lose its status as one 
of a handful of drawbridges 
remaining along the Interstate 
System. Others are in New York 
City; Newark, N.J.; Norfolk, Va.; 
Washington, and across the Co-
lumbia River near Portland, Ore.

The DiSalle Bridge
The I-75 bridge named for 

Michael DiSalle, a former To-
ledo mayor and Ohio governor , 
opened on Nov. 22, 1963 — the 
day President John F. Kennedy 
was assassinated.

At the time of its construction, 
it was the longest at 3,401 feet 
and most expensive Maumee 
River crossing. It was 203 feet 
longer than the Anthony Wayne 
Bridge and cost $13.4 million to 
construct.

The Veterans’ Glass City Sky-

way project cost an estimated 
$220 million and is 8,800 feet 
long including approaches, 
shattering the DiSalle’s past 
claim to fame.

Almost a decade after open-
ing the I-75 span, state highway 
crews posted signs identifying 
it by name. A sign was also sus-
pended from the I-280 bridge 
offi cially proclaiming it as the 
Robert Craig Memorial Bridge.

The Federal Highway Admin-
istration said those signs violated 
regulations that forbid designat-
ing parts of the Interstate System 
as memorials. The signs were 
removed a year after they were 
put up under threat of a cutoff of 
federal highway funds.

Current law states there are 
no limitations on designating 
interstate bridges as memori-
als, according to Doug Hecox , 
spokesman for the Federal High-
way Administration.

Contact Laren Weber at:
lweber@theblade.com

or 419-724-6050.

The world’s longest suspension 
bridge.

•
The bridge that connects the 

U.S. and Canada.
•

And now, the Veterans Glass 
City Skyway.

•

When the big bridges need paint-
ing, we get the job done right.

SEAWAY PAINTING
Industrial Painting Engineers

31801 Schoolcraft Road
Livonia, MI 48150

734-522-2440
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At the time of its construction, the DiSalle Bridge was the longest at 3,401 feet and most expensive Maumee River crossing. 

CROSSING THE MAUMEE RIVER
Here are the five bridges that motorists use to cross 
the Maumee River in Toledo.
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Veterans’ Glass City Skyway

Lt. Robert Craig Memorial Bridge

Martin Luther King, Jr., Bridge
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Michael DiSalle Bridge
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