
stages from 32 feet below the 
riverbed up to just shy of 400 
feet above the Maumee’s aver-
age waterline, atop which its 
pinnacle was assembled from 
three precast pieces to reach the 
tower’s fi nal height of 403¼ feet 
above the river.

To the visiting motorist, the 
bridge’s highlight will be the 
pylon’s variable-color lighting 
system. Behind its 176 inlaid, 
frosted-glass panels are 13,824 
light-emitting diodes that to-
gether can create 16.7 million 
color combinations.

The colors will be pro-
grammed to move and change 
in patterns evocative of the sea-
sons, holidays, or special events. 
No words or defi ned shapes will 
appear, state offi cials say, and 
except for a special show on the 
night after the bridge’s dedica-
tion on Saturday, motion will be 
slow to  avoid creating a distrac-
tion hazard for I-280 motorists.

Stainless steel was chosen 
for the stay sheaths because of 
its shininess, and at night the 
sheaths will be lit from below 
with white light from fi xtures in 
the bridge’s deck that will not 
shift or pulse.

At its peak, the construction 
project employed nearly 400 
people. As many as 300 worked 
at the casting yard a mile away 
on Front Street, where 3,008 
deck segments and 42 “delta 
frames” that reinforce the struc-
ture and anchor the stay cables 
on the main span over the river 
were manufactured over more 
than 2½ years.

The bridge itself was the work-
place for an array of engineers, 
tradesmen, and laborers, who 
put the precast pieces together, 
built the main pylon, installed 
lights and wiring, and attended 
to myriad other details that 
make the structure complete.

But fi ve of the workers who 
someday might have told future 
generations how they worked on 
the skyline-dominating struc-
ture will never get that chance. 
While the bridge portends to be 
a symbol of Toledo’s civic pride 
for generations, to many who 
worked on it, their relatives, or 
those who just lived in Toledo 
during its construction, it will 
be a reminder of the workers 
who died — four of them on a 
single day.

 Deadly accidents
Toledo’s skies were brilliantly 

clear and winds were light on 
a frigid President’s Day, 2004 
— Feb. 16 — when one of two 
huge, yellow gantry truss cranes 
used to assemble the Skyway’s 
spans from precast concrete 
segments peeled away from its 
moorings and crashed 60 feet 
to the ground, killing three iron-
workers and mortally injuring a 

fourth.
Mike Phillips, 42; Mike 

Moreau, 30; Robert Lipinski, 
Jr., 44, and Arden Clark II, 47, 
all died of injuries they suffered 
when the falling crane either 
struck them or knocked them to 
the ground. Four other men — 

two ironworkers and two oper-
ating engineers — were injured, 
some of them permanently.

U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur 
(D., Toledo), who during the 
groundbreaking ceremony had 
expressed hope that the I-280
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HOW THE CONSTRUCTION CRANE WORKED
Bridge segments were lifted into position by a moveable crane, called an
erection truss, that was repositioned after each span was completed. This
procedure was used after the 2004 crane accident.

150 feet
Bridge piers

Completed
bridge span

Precast 85-ton concrete segments, typically
10 feet long and 60 feet wide, were trucked
from the casting yard to the work site.

The crane lifted the segments off the truck and transported them into position.

Epoxy and temporary cables held the
segments in place between two piers
until all the segments were in place.

Permanent tensioning cable
was strung through the
segments once all were in place.

The crane was
moved forward to
begin the next span.
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A worker checks on bridge construction progress in October, 
2003, as I-280 traffi c cruises by the work site.
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The Skyway’s pylon, which eventually would reach 400 feet, 
begins to take shape in the cofferdam constructed in the river.


