
The Point Place exhibit, from 6 
to 8 p.m., will be in tribute to the 
Point Place Business Associa-
tion, which donated funding for 
the fl ag truck to be present dur-
ing the bridge dedication. The 
truck has traveled more than 1 
million miles to more than 600 
ceremonies, and its fl ags weigh 
300 pounds each.

At 9:30 p.m., a special show of 
the bridge’s lighting system will 

begin. 
Over 90 minutes, an entire 

year’s worth of light programs 
will be shown in order and much 
faster than they ordinarily will 
be shown when I-280 traffi c 
is using the bridge. Once the 
bridge opens, the lights will shift 
slowly so as to avoid distracting 
motorists.

Except for opening the Skyway 
project viewing lot off Consaul 
Street near Front — which has 
limited parking — there are no 
specifi c public viewing areas 
designated for the light show, 
which will repeat itself until 

sunrise Sunday. There will be no 
music or fi reworks.

The bridge’s  opening time 
tomorrow has not been an-
nounced . 

ODOT offi cials say it will 
depend on how long it takes 
to remove the stage and other 
accommodations from today’s 
ceremonies and fi nish stripe 
painting and other roadway 
preparations needed to connect 
the span with  I-280 at either 
end.

Yesterday, parts of I-280 closed 
for that preparatory work, which 
includes barrier reconfi gura-
tion in North Toledo to weave 
northbound traffi c temporarily 
to the left around an area where 
the old freeway has dodged the 
bridge’s north abutment for sev-
eral years.

The Craig Memorial Bridge 
will be open for local traffi c 
southbound until 10 a.m. today 
and northbound until 4 p.m. 
today , after which it, too, will be 
closed until tomorrow .

A public park
The trenched section under-

neath the new bridge in North 
Toledo is permanently closed 
and will be converted into a 
public park. The Craig bridge 
will become part of State Rt. 65, 
and  I-280 between Front Street 
and the bridge’s East Toledo 
abutment will become part of 
the freeway’s Front Street inter-
change.

A ceremonial ground-break-
ing for the Skyway was held in 
May, 2001, while bridge-related 
I-280 widening was under way, 
but construction  did not begin 
for more than a year.

After a Feb. 16, 2004, crane 
collapse killed four ironworkers, 
work on the bridge’s main spans 
was halted for eight months, 
then delayed for another eight 
months after a noninjury crane 
accident on the day that such 
work resumed. 

The bridge’s opening will oc-
cur about eight months later 
than the completion date in Fru-

Con Construction Co.’s original 
contract, and nearly 22 months 
later than an accelerated date to 
which the contractor and ODOT 
had agreed before the crane col-
lapse.

The crane accidents also 
prompted the state to scrap 
original plans to keep I-280 open 
while the bridge was built over-
head. Instead, the freeway was 
closed for more than 13 months 
in 2005 and 2006 while the North 
Toledo approach viaduct was 
built.

A fi fth worker, a carpenter, 
died in April when a work plat-
form he was standing on fell to 
the ground. 

That accident, which did not 
signifi cantly affect the project’s 
schedule, remains under inves-
tigation.

Don’t be fi rst
State offi cials say they have no 

plans to accommodate anyone 
waiting to become the fi rst to 
drive across the Skyway once it 
opens to traffi c, and will sum-

mon the Ohio Highway Patrol if 
lines form on freeways leading 
toward the site.

All of I-280, including Green-
belt ramps that have been closed 
for several years during con-
struction, will reopen when the 
bridge opens, but the left lane 
will be closed in both directions 
across the bridge and a 45-mph 
speed limit will be posted until 
cable work is fi nished later this 
year.

The Craig will reopen tomor-
row as a local bridge linking 
Summit and Front streets, 
including providing access be-
tween Summit and the Front 
interchange on I-280. 

For the time being, inter-
change ramps at Summit and 
Front will remain in use, but 
construction is scheduled to 
begin next year to replace those 
interchanges with intersections.

The park conversion of va-
cated land along I-280 will be 
part of that same project, for 
which ODOT expects to award a 
contract late this year. In East To-
ledo, the park will include a trib-
ute monument to the project’s 
workers, including the fi ve who 
died during construction.

Contact David Patch at:
dpatch@theblade.com

or 419-724-6094.
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T H E  J O Y  O F  T H E  F I R E W O R K S

Whether it’s a late-inning rally or a down-to-the-wire no-hitter, we’re all about big endings here at Fifth Third Field.
That’s why we offer over 40 game-ending fi reworks displays throughout the summer.

 Besides, who wouldn’t enjoy the Fourth of July more than once a year? It’s the perfect closer.

END THE NIGHT WITH A BANG

EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF MUDVILLE® AT 419-725-HENS www.mudhens.com

GAME TONIGHT AT 7 P.M.
HENS BATTLE INDY THIS WEEKEND FOR 1ST PLACE!

FIREWORKS TONIGHT & TOMORROW
PRESENTED BY
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Finishing touches are placed on the 403-foot, glass-enclosed pylon that houses the lighting sys-
tem. The lights, which will change for holidays, will shift slowly to avoid distracting motorists.
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The pylon that holds 20 cable stays is anchored by 17 foundation shafts drilled 15 feet into bed-
rock beneath the Maumee River. The cables are protected by stainless-steel sheathings.
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I-280 CLOSED TODAY
Parts of I-280 will be closed all day
today and part of tomorrow during
the transition to opening the Veterans’
Glass City Skyway. The Craig
Memorial Bridge will close in stages
during the day today, too.
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280

Northbound
I-280 closed as
of 6 a.m. today
from Front St.
to Navarre exit.

Southbound I-280
closed as of 6 a.m.
today from I-75
ramps to Summit
St. entrance

Northbound
I-280 closed as
of 6 a.m. today
from Summit
St. to Greenbelt
Parkway.

280

Northbound
I-280 from
the Greenbelt
Parkway to
Manhattan
entrance
closed from
6 a.m. to
noon today .

Bridge 
Continued from Page 1

Signs are erected over the old I-280 bridge, which will remain 
in use for local traffi c after the new span opens tomorrow.
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‘You are welcome to 
walk around on the 
bridge. … [But] for 
security and safety 

reasons, we are asking 
people to not walk up 

the ramps onto the 
bridge.’David Dysard, 

ODOT’s district deputy director

Survey finds 29% of men have 
15 sex partners over lifetimes
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — A new nation-
wide survey about sexual activity 
and illegal drug use fi nds that 29 
percent of American men report 
having 15 or more female sexual 
partners in a lifetime, while only 
9 percent of women report hav-
ing sex with 15 or more men.

The median number of life-
time female sexual partners 
for men was seven; the median 
number of male partners for 
women was four.

The survey, released yesterday, 
 is based on data collected from 
1999 to 2002 for the National 
Center for Health Statistics, a 
branch of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

In previous versions, par-
ticipants were asked questions 
in face-to-face interviews. The 
CDC believes that caused un-
derreporting of behaviors that 
might be viewed negatively, al-
though the new survey did not 

provide any comparative results 
from earlier reports.

This time, data were gathered 
from 6,237 adults, aged 20 to 59, 
in what are called computer-as-
sisted self-interviews, a method 
designed to provide complete 
privacy and produce more hon-
est answers.

“This is the fi rst time we’ve 
used this technique,” said Dr. 
Kathryn Porter, medical offi cer 
for the survey. “The participants 
have a headset on, they hear 
questions, they touch the screen 
with responses. There’s no one 
else in the room and they can 
take as long as they want.” 

Dr. Porter said the fi ndings 
would provide grist for further 
studies, notably on the preva-
lence and patterns of sexually 
transmitted diseases.

 Among other fi ndings:
wAbout 96 percent of U.S. 

adults have had sex.
wSixteen percent of adults 

fi rst had sex before age 15, while 
15 percent abstained from sex 
until at least age 21.

wSeventeen percent of men 
and 10 percent of women re-
ported having two or more sexu-
al partners in the past year.

wTwenty-fi ve percent of 
women and 17 percent of men 
reporting having no more than 
one partner of the other sex in 
their lifetime.

wTwenty-six percent of men 
and 17 percent of women have 
tried cocaine or other street 
drugs (not including marijuana) 
at some time in their life. Seven 
percent of men and 4 percent of 
women had done so within the 
past 12 months.

wAdults who were married 
or had more than a high school 
education were less likely to use 
street drugs than others.

The survey did not include 
the homeless, prison inmates, or 
other institutionalized adults. 

SKYWAY DEDICATION

A dedication ceremony for 
the Veterans’ Glass City 
Skyway will begin at 10:30 
a.m. tomorrow on the bridge’s 
main span over the Maumee 
River.

The ceremony will be 
followed at noon by a road 
race and walk with a four-mile 
route over the bridge, and at 
12:30 p.m. by a motorized 
parade for veterans’ and labor 
groups.

Except for participants in the 
race/walk and parade, all 
access to the bridge will be on 
shuttle buses from remote 
parking lots.

General public parking will 
be at the Skyway’s former
casting yard on Front Street 
near York Street.

Parking for people with 
disabilities will be at the Glass 
City Marina on Front near 
Carbon Street.

Parking for race/walk 
participants will be at the 
Toledo Sports Arena on Main 
Street.

Shuttle buses linking the 
parking lots with the bridge 
and with the race/walk 
headquarters at the Summit 
YMCA will begin running at 8 
a.m. The Summit YMCA is at 
the former Riverside Hospital 

complex at Summit and Bush 
streets. Race/walk registration 
costs $25 and will close at 11 
a.m. Race/walk proceeds will 
go to the Workers’ Tribute 
Fund.

People not driving to the 
events may board the shuttle 
buses at designated stops that 
will be posted along Front 
Street, at the Sports Arena, or 
at the Summit YMCA. People 
riding from the YMCA will need 
to change buses at the Sports 
Arena.

The last buses to the bridge 
will depart the YMCA and the 
main parking lot at 2 p.m. The 
last buses from the bridge will 
depart at 3 p.m.

A special showing of the 
Skyway’s lighting system will 
begin at 9:30 p.m. The bridge 
viewing area off Consaul 
Street behind Fire Station 13 
will be open, but its capacity is 
limited.

The show is expected to last 
about 90 minutes and will 
repeat continuously until 
sunrise. There will be no music 
or fireworks.

See today’s Road Warrior 
column for information about 
I-280 closings associated with 
the bridge’s completion.
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