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LANSING — A state House panel 
 passed a bill yesterday that would kill 
a much-maligned tax on services and 
replace hundreds of millions in lost 
revenue by raising Michigan’s main busi-
ness tax.

 The House Tax Policy Committee 
passed the bill 11-2, with Democrats 
supporting it and all but one Republican 
either voting no or abstaining.

“This is a proposal that has a pretty 
broad base of support among the busi-
ness community,” said Tax Policy Chair-
man Steven Bieda (D., Warren), adding 
a key point: “It doesn’t have 100 percent 
support.” 

If the House passes the bill overnight, 
 negotiations are likely to continue in 
coming weeks because Republicans who 
control the Senate and business groups 
want any replacement tax hike to be 
temporary, and there’s a fi ght over how 
much extra in taxes individual compa-

nies should pay. 
The House bill would add a permanent 

surcharge to the new Michigan Business 
Tax that takes effect Jan. 1, though busi-
nesses vow to try to scale the surcharge 
back in the future.

Lawmakers and businesses say the 
6 percent sales tax on services such as 
consulting and graphic design shouldn’t 
take effect as scheduled Dec. 1 because 
it’s confusing, would make Michigan a 
less attractive place to do business, and 
is unfair because it taxes some services 
but not others. 

Businesses are divided over whether 
and how to replace it, though.

Automakers, large manufacturers, in-
surers, and others support adding a sur-
charge to the MBT that takes effect Jan. 
1, with no company paying more than $2 
million extra. 

They’d rather pay one higher tax than 
face the compliance costs and uncer-
tainty that will come with the service tax, 
which some also suspect would raise far 
more money than projected by state of-
fi cials.

Jared Rodriguez of the Grand Rapids 
Area Chamber equated the service tax 
to a “gun to the head” and told the tax 
panel: “A maul to the foot might be bet-
ter.” Other business representatives took 
a similar “lesser of two evils” stance.

But other business groups oppose any 
replacement tax and say if the revenue 
must be replaced, the surcharge on the 
MBT should be temporary and not fully 
make up for the $614 million the service 
tax was expected to generate for state 
government this fi scal year. They argue 
that 27 big companies would unfairly 
benefi t because their tax burden would

be capped, passing even higher taxes to 
60,000 mid-sized businesses.

“It’s disproportionate,” said Tricia Kin-
ley of the Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce. Others opposing the replacement 
tax are homebuilders, restaurants, real 
estate agents, and auto dealers.

Some Republicans said they’d prefer 
to build a tax increase into the base 
rate of the MBT instead of tacking on a 
surcharge, giving incentives for job cre-
ation and not automatically helping big 
companies. 

About 190,000 Michigan businesses 
that  will pay little or no MBT wouldn’t be 
affected by the surcharge.

The bill would impose a 33 percent 
surcharge on the MBT in the 2008 tax 
year but drop the surcharge to 27 percent 
in the 2009 tax year and beyond. 

Existing tax credits could be applied 
against companies’ overall MBT liabil-
ity, making it tough to assess how much 
more individual businesses would pay.  
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The Blade’s Road Warrior 
advises readers each Friday where 
the biggest driving headaches will
be throughout the construction 
season. He’ll tell you the locations 
to avoid and the detours to take.

Part of Bancroft Street will be 
closed for three days, starting this 
morning, while work associated 
with the on-going Cherry Street 
reconstruction proceeds.

Bancroft will close between 
Cherry and Walnut streets at 9 a.m.
while the east side of the Cherry-
Bancroft intersection is rebuilt. Until 
its reopening, scheduled for 6 a.m. 
Monday, motorists will have to fi nd 
alternate routes east of Cherry, such 
as Greenbelt Parkway or Sherman 
Street.

This weekend’s I-75 bridge re-
pair zone will affect the northbound 
lanes north of I-475 in Toledo, and 
will only be in place for fi ve hours, 
the Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion says. From 7 a.m. until noon 
tomorrow, one of two northbound 
lanes will be closed between Phil-
lips and Stickney avenues.

Additional lane closings 
between I-280 and Wales Road 
are planned starting Tuesday, but 
details were not available yesterday.

1. I-280: Scattered 
single-lane closings 
across the Veterans’ 
Glass City Skyway.

2. State Rt. 2 (Airport 
Highway): Scattered 
daytime lane closings, 
Byrne to Reynolds.

3. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Bridge: One lane each 
way throughout 2007.

4. I-280: Northbound 
traffi c reduced to one 
lane at Navarre (State Rt. 
2) on Monday through 

Thursday, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.

5. State Rt. 120 (Cherry 
Street): One lane each 
way, Franklin to Central 
and Scott to Page. Some 

side streets closed, including 
Bancroft east of Cherry from 9 a.m. 
today until 6 a.m. Monday.

6. I-75: Traffi c reduced to 
one lane northbound at 
Phillips from 7 a.m. until 
noon tomorrow. Single-

lane closings between the Ohio
border and I-275 in Michigan.

7. U.S. 20/23: Vary-
ing fl ag zones between 
Woodville and State Rt. 
420, mostly at the Wood-

ville end. Side roads may be closed 
at U.S. 20/23.

8. Lagrange Street:
Closed to southbound 
traffi c between Sylvania 

and Erin until Thanksgiving.

Detour via Detroit, Phillips, and 
Manhattan.

9. Ohio Turnpike:
Shoulders closed and 50 
mph limit, I-280 to the 

Maumee River. Off-peak lane clos-
ings possible.

10. State Rt. 25: Variable
lane closings, South 
Boundary to Roachton.

11. Holland-Sylvania 
Road: Closed to north-
bound traffi c, Hill to Dorr. 
Detour posted via Reyn-

olds. McCord is another option.

12. U.S. 20/State Rt. 65:
Daytime fl ag zones, Loui-
siana to West Boundary. 

Side streets may be closed.

13. I-280: Southbound 
exit and entrance at 
Curtice closed until Dec. 

2. Use Woodville ramps instead.

OFF THE MAP

U.S. 23: One of two lanes 
closed each way, Dundee
to Milan, Mich.

State Rt. 2: Lane and 
ramp closings between 
Port Clinton and San-
dusky.

State Rt. 281: Closed at 
U.S. 24. Detour via U.S. 
24 and State Rts. 66, 15, 
and 18.
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both orally and in written form 
— through e-mails and other 
communication.

No examples of the commu-
nications were fi led as exhibits 
with the complaint, which seeks 
$25,000 or more in damages and 
attorney fees.

The Alabaughs say they have 
suffered fi nancial loss, loss of 
reputation, emotional pain and 
suffering, loss of business, and 
embarrassment because of the 
defamatory statements.

Ms. Klopp could not be 
reached for comment. A man 
who answered the phone at her 
home said she would not want 
to comment.

Mark Fry, owner of Real Living 
Premier, also did not return a 
phone call seeking comment.

The Alabaughs’ Rose Lawn 
Manor Tea Room, which they 

opened in 2004, has been under 
fi re since June when a neigh-
boring property owner, Wayne 
Moore, fi led a complaint with 
the city claiming a “restaurant 
type” business was being oper-
ated at their home in violation of 
the residential zoning.

In September, the city and 
Mr. Moore, fi led suit in Com-
mon Pleas Court against the 
Alabaughs alleging their “illegal 
use” of their historic home had 
caused “street congestion, ex-
cessive noise, unsightly trash 
accumulation, and restaurant 
customers parking in prohibited 
areas.”

The city and Mr. Moore are 
seeking a court order restraining 
the Alabaughs from operating a 
tea room and restaurant in their 
home. A hearing in the case has 
been set for Dec. 14 before visit-
ing Judge J. Ronald Bowman, a 
retired Lucas County common 
pleas judge.

The Alabaughs could not be 
reached for comment yesterday. 

Tea room 
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‘DEADLINE NOW’

Presidential
observers 
view current 
campaign

The current presidential race 
 is the most wide open in history 
and could result in a new type 
of leader in the White House, 
said two political watchers who 
appear on this week’s Deadline 
Now program.

After 42 white males, all but 
one of whom was Protestant, 
the next president of the United 
States may have a different pro-
fi le, said Gerry Bazer, the retired 
dean of arts and sciences at Ow-
ens Community College.

“This time, we can obvi-
ously break that mold. We have 
a woman running for president, 
we have a Hispanic running 
for president, and we have an 
African-American running for 
president,” he said.

But Joshua Boak, The Blade’s 
politics writer, cautioned that 
it’s still too early to try to predict 
the outcome of the presidential 
race.

“Beyond name recognition,” 
he said, “most people are still 
getting to know the candidates, 
which should make us worry 
about all those national polls.”

The discussion was moderat-
ed by Jack Lessenberry, ombuds-
man for The Blade, who predicts 
the current race will be the most 
expensive in U.S. history and 
Ohio likely will be the most con-
tested state in the country.

The program airs at 8:30 to-
night and 2 a.m. tomorrow on 
WGTE-TV, Channel 30.

4 Toledo 
officers earn 
promotion to
higher ranks 

Toledo police Chief Mike Na-
varre will promote four offi cers 
during a ceremony today  in
Toledo City Council chambers 
on the fi rst fl oor of Government 
Center.

Lt. George Taylor , who was 
appointed to the department 
in 1982, will be promoted to 
captain.

During his 25 years with the 
department, Lieutenant Taylor 
has been assigned to planning 
and research, fi eld operations, 
internal affairs, investigative ser-
vices, and community services.

Sgt. Matthew Bombrys,  who 
was appointed to the depart-
ment in 1999, will be promoted 
to lieutenant. He has been as-
signed to fi eld operations since 
his appointment.

Detective Brentis Scoble , who 
was appointed to the depart-
ment in 1996, will be promoted 
to sergeant. He has been as-
signed to fi eld operations and 
the investigative services divi-
sion.

Detective Todd Miller , who 
was appointed to the depart-
ment in 1999, will be promoted 
to sergeant. 

He has been assigned to fi eld 
operations and the investigative 
services division. 

March 28 set 
for trial start 
in Richey 
murder case 

OTTAWA, Ohio — A trial date 
of March 28 has been scheduled 
for U.S.-British citizen Kenneth 
Richey, who is charged with set-
ting a fi re at a Columbus Grove, 
Ohio apartment complex in 
1986 that caused the death of a 
2-year-old girl.

Richey, 43, is being held in 
the Putnam County jail in lieu 
of a $10 million bond while he 
awaits his re-trial on aggravated 
murder and aggravated arson 
charges in Putnam County Com-
mon Pleas Court.

In 1987, Richey was convicted 
of the crimes and sentenced to 
death by a three-judge panel, 
but his conviction was over-
turned last summer by a federal 
appeals court.

His attorneys have asked the 
court to move his jury trial to 
Franklin County because of the 
publicity surrounding the case, 
although Putnam County Pros-
ecutor Gary Lammers opposes 
any change of venue.

Gregory Meyers, of the Ohio 
Public Defenders Offi ce, said 
yesterday  that he expects the 
question of venue to be dis-
cussed at an evidentiary motion 
hearing scheduled for Jan. 7.

Mother is arraigned 
in baby’s suffocation 

Aisha Tarver, accused of 
smothering her infant son when 
she fell asleep on top of him, was 
arraigned yesterday in Lucas 
County Common Pleas Court on 
involuntary manslaughter and 
child endangering charges.

The 29-year-old Toledo wom-
an asked for additional time to 
hire an attorney. Judge James 
Bates, who presided over the 
arraignment on behalf of Judge 
Charles Doneghy, continued the 
case until Nov. 29.

Tarver, of 5981 Thunder Hol-
low Drive, was booked into 
county jail and then released on 
a recognizance bond.

She faces a maximum of fi ve
years in prison if convicted on 
the felony manslaughter charge. 
Conviction on the misdemeanor 
child endangering charge calls 

for a maximum punishment of 
six months in jail.

According to Toledo police, 
Tarver and her boyfriend, Al-
fred Miller, were intoxicated 
when they went to sleep at his 
Airport Highway home. When 
they awoke the next morning,
6-month-old Damarion Wil-
liams was found unresponsive, 
lying face down in their bed.

Tarver left the Airport High-
way residence and went to her 
home where she called emer-
gency crews. The baby was 
pronounced dead at St. Luke’s 
Hospital.

According to the police inves-
tigation, the baby’s death on Oct. 
8 was a result of his mother, who 
was believed to have been in-
toxicated at the time, rolling over
on top of him in her sleep.

Hazardous cargo truck
spills fuel, slows Rt. 2 

OAK HARBOR, Ohio — A trac-
tor-trailer hauling hazardous 
cargo hit some road equipment 
and punctured its fuel tanks yes-
terday, causing an early morning 
traffi c backup on State Rt. 2 west 
of Oak Harbor, the Ohio High-
way Patrol said.

The hazardous cargo, titani-
um sponge powder, did not leak, 
troopers  said.

Titanium sponge powder is a 
form of the metal, which can be 
used in items such as  steel pro-
duction, aircraft engines, paint 
and toothpaste.

The truck’s driver, Jerry Mau-
rice Davis, 54, of Westland, 
Mich., was treated at the scene.

The accident occurred about 
7:30 a.m. west of Lickert-Harder 
Road in Ottawa County’s Benton 
Township.

The semi was traveling west on 
Route 2 when it drove out of its 
lane, struck the berm and then 
an unoccupied pickup truck that 
was parked on the berm facing 
west, troopers said.

Both vehicles then went off 
the right side of the roadway, 
and the semi struck a tree. About 
60 gallons of diesel fuel leaked 
from the semi’s punctured fuel 
tanks.

Mr. Davis was charged with 
failure to drive within marked 
lanes.

dated Aug. 30, to his daughter 
to place in the mail on Sept. 1, 
which was a Saturday.

He said because Saturday was 
a part of Labor Day weekend 
and there is limited mail pickup 
on Saturdays, his envelope was 
postmarked Sept. 4 — the next 
available business day.

Judge Gorman said the Su-
preme Court returned his reg-
istration packet, including the 
$350 check, and asked him to 
re-send it with the $50 late fee.  

“Even the IRS grants an exten-
sion when its April 15 deadline 
falls on a weekend,” Judge Gor-
man said. “I think the whole 
thing is a disgrace. … I still don’t 
think I owe them a late fee.”

Judge Gorman said he re-
mailed his registration packet 
along with the late fee yesterday. 
He included a letter in which he 
scolded the Supreme Court for 
its action and said he expected 
to be refunded his $50 late fee.

“On the other hand, if you dis-
agree, I expect a reply to this let-
ter with your justifi cation for the 
late fee assessment,” he wrote.

Attorneys who fail to register 
by a Nov. 30 deadline are sus-
pended from practicing law and 
would have to pay an additional 
$300 for reinstatement.

Susan Christoff, director of 
the Offi ce of Attorney Services at 
the Supreme Court, said it’s the 
court’s policy to return all regis-
tration packets postmarked after 
Sept. 1 that don’t include late fee 
payments. She said the court 
sent notifi cation letters out for 
registration in July.

“He also could’ve registered 
online,” Ms. Christoff said.

Ms. Christoff said about 1,600 
attorneys were notifi ed that they 
missed the Sept. 1 deadline, and 
about 1,100  still had not regis-
tered as of Wednesday. 

Of those lawyers, 34  are in 
Lucas County, three in Wood, 
four in Ottawa, four in Erie, two 
in Wyandot, three in Allen, three 
in Huron, two in Hancock, and 
one each in Seneca, Defi ance, 
Sandusky, and Van Wert.

Perhaps the most prominent 
attorney who hadn’t registered 
by Sept. 1 was Ohio Lt. Gov. Lee 
Fisher.

Ms. Christoff said Mr. Fisher 
registered with the Supreme 
Court on Tuesday — and paid 
his $50 late fee.

Contact Joe Vardon at:
jvardon@theblade.com

or 419-410-5055. 

Gorman 
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testifi ed that Mr. Powell saw 
the badge, heard the word 
“police,” and ran.

The Jobe youth, testimony 
showed, took out a loaded 38-
caliber handgun.

Detective Dressel was shot 
in the  chest. The bullet went 
through his heart and traveled 
into his body, said Dr. Cynthia 
Beisser, a deputy county coro-
ner. He died within minutes.

In addition to law enforce-
ment offi cers, forensic in-
vestigators, and emergency 
fi rst responders, prosecutors 
presented testimony from fi ve
residents living in the North 
Toledo neighborhood where 
Detective Dressel was shot.

Mr. Powell testifi ed Tuesday 
that he was with his friend, 
known to him as “Bobby 
White,” when a vehicle ap-
proached and three men initi-
ated a conversation.

He said he heard the offi cers 
identify themselves and then 
ran because he had drugs and 
a loaded gun in his pocket.

He admitted when ques-
tioned by defense attorney 
David Klucas he didn’t see the 
interaction between Detective 
Dressel and the Jobe youth.

Judge Doneghy told jurors 
yesterday they likely would 
begin deliberations today.

Jurors will return at 9 a.m. 
to hear any defense witnesses, 
closing arguments, and jury 
instructions.

Contact Erica Blake at:
eblake@theblade.com

or 419-213-2134.
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