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Now the area�s largest health care system offers
the area�s widest choice of health insurance plans.

Paramount Health Care, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield and
Medical Mutual of Ohio members can all receive care from ProMedica.

Your system of choice.
Source: National Research Corporation Summary, 2007 ©2007 ProMedica Health System

As the region�s largest health care system, no matter which provider you choose, we look forward to providing our community with the finest care
for many years to come. At ProMedica, we wouldn�t have it any other way. You shouldn�t either.

ProMedica is now the only integrated health care system to partner with the area�s three largest health insurance plans � our preferred health plan,
Paramount Health Care, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield and, beginning January 1, 2008, Medical Mutual of Ohio.

And we couldn�t feel better about that.

Now nearly everyone in northwest Ohio has access to the advanced technologies and high-quality care ProMedica Health System is known for.

You can choose to receive care from the ProMedica family of more than 2,900 physicians through more than
250 outpatient facilities and our leading hospitals. Among your choices:

Save 5%Save 15% Save 10%

Did you know how easy
holiday shopping is with AAA?

4pack@AAA-$28

Save 10% Save $12 Save 6% Save 10%

AutoClub • Travel • Insurance • CarCare Plus

AAA also makes the perfect gift!
Provide your loved ones with safety

and security the whole year through.

BUY 3 MEMBERSHIPS & GET 1 FREE*!

To join AAA or purchase
a gift membership:

* Offer good through 12/31/07 for memberships in Northwest Ohio only.

* Some restrictions apply, visit website for complete details.

AAA members receive exclusive discounts at retailers through the
Show Your Card & Save® program. As a AAA member, you could

save lots of money this holiday season at places like:

Call - (419) 843-1234
Visit - Any AAA Branch
Click - www.AAA.com

AAA.com/CircuitCity AAA.com/SiriusAAA.com/Dell
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Lucas County
Anthony Wayne $5,905 $8,169 $8,292
Springfield Local $6,514 $8,912 $8,991
Sylvania $6,125 $9,400 $9,647
Maumee $6,585 $10,022 $10,116
Washington Local $6,266 $9,993 $10,319
Oregon $6,463 $10,979 $11,055
Toledo $6,222 $11,202 $11,320

Ottawa Hills $8,463 $11,639 $13,343

Sampling of Area Districts

Lake Local $5,690 $6,720 $7,429
Wauseon $4,591 $7,234 $7,844
Genoa $4,948 $7,933 $7,896
Napoleon $5,635 $7,763 $8,134
Fremont $5,115 $8,685 $8,707
Findlay $6,436 $8,997 $9,044
Perrysburg $5,887 $9,194 $10,144
Bowling Green $5,352 $10,180 $10,237
Sandusky $6,272 $10,863 $11,198
Rossford $6,278 $10,816 $11,503

Urban Districts

Akron $6,269 $10,908 $10,421
Toledo $6,222 $11,202 $11,320
Cleveland $7,649 $11,451 $12,213
Cincinnati $6,789 $11,972 $12,550
Columbus $6,668 $11,918 $12,653
Dayton $7,807 $13,644 $13,531
Youngstown $7,542 $14,630 $14,862

Top Ten

Kelleys Island (Erie Co.) $16,583 $40,672 $48,033
Put-In-Bay (Ottawa Co.) $10,479 $25,749 $28,455
Cuyahoga Heights (Cuyahoga Co.) $11,561 $17,811 $18,761
Beachwood (Cuyahoga Co.) $13,111 $17,368 $18,294
Orange (Cuyahoga Co.) $10,335 $17,518 $18,247
Cleveland Hts-Univ Hts (Cuyahoga Co.) $8,614 $15,488 $15,805
Shaker Heights (Cuyahoga Co.) $9,244 $15,103 $15,151
Perry Local (Lake Co.) $10,125 $14,652 $14,930
Youngstown $7,542 $14,630 $14,862

Bottom Ten

College Corner Local (Preble Co.) $2,072 $2,234 $3,777
Columbus Grove (Putnam Co.) $4,611 $6,677 $6,876
North Central (Wayne Co.) $4,622 $6,783 $6,909
Bristol (Trumbull Co.) $5,043 $6,348 $6,919
McDonald (Trumbull Co.) $5,119 $6,458 $6,930
Pleasant (Marion Co.) $4,556 $6,584 $6,947
Southington (Trumbull Co.) $5,282 $7,057 $6,974
Seneca East (Seneca Co.) $4,754 $7,380 $6,996
Upper Scioto Valley (Hardin Co.) $5,158 $7,754 $7,037
Graham (Champaign Co.) $5,017 $7,420 $7,073
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The Ohio Department of Education uses school districts’
year-end financial records to calculate spending on a per- 
pupil basis. Below are the total expenditures per student, 
which are based on districts’ ‘Average Daily Membership.’

FUNDING FOR OHIO’S STUDENTS

Source: Ohio Department of Education THE BLADE

*

* The majority of College Corner Local is in Indiana and funded by that state, 
Ohio only pays for K-5.

costs coupled in some cases by 
lower enrollment.

Columbus Grove, which has 
just 850 students, spent $6,876 
per student last year — less than 
any other district in the state.

“We were not striving to be 
number one in cost per pupil,” 
Mr. Jennell said. “We are just not 
making spontaneous decisions 
and we have had a very conser-
vative board, [and a] conserva-
tive administration prior to my
time as superintendent.”

The state’s island districts, 
Kelleys Island and Put-in-Bay, 
are at the opposite end of the 
spectrum in the No. 1 and 2 
 spots, followed by fi ve Cuyahoga 
County school districts that 
ranged from $18,761 per student 
in Cuyahoga Heights to $15,151 
in Shaker Heights.

Education department data 
shows regular year-to-year in-
creases for per-pupil expendi-
tures for most districts .

For the 2006-07 school year, 
120 districts reduced the amount 
spent per student over the previ-
ous year while 494 averaged 

more spent per student.
 Per-student spending for To-

ledo Public Schools, the region’s 
largest district with nearly 
29,000 students,  increased over 
last year.

In 1997, the district averaged 
$6,222 per student compared to 
$11,320 last academic year.

The per-pupil expenditure is 
calculated by dividing a district’s 
total cost by its average daily at-
tendance.

Among suburban districts 
near Toledo last year, Sylvania 
spent $9,647, Perrysburg spent 
$10,144, Oregon spent $11,055, 
and Rossford spent $11,503.

“Gas costs go up, utility costs 
go up, just like your average tax-
payer,” Toledo Superintendent 
John Foley said. “Those costs 
would continue to go up even 
if your number of students stays 
the same.”

Toledo Public has had enroll-
ment declines for more than a 
decade — which  by itself would 
raise the per-pupil spending 
average. Several years of deep 
budget cuts to address defi cits 
has helped to lower those aver-
ages, Mr. Foley said.

The district still spends less 
per student than Ohio’s other 
urban districts, with the excep-
tion of Akron.

Youngstown spent more per 
student than the other urban 
systems and rounded out the 
state’s overall top 10 by spending 
an average of $14,862.

“In Toledo’s case, our reliance 
on state funding has increased 
signifi cantly in the past fi ve
years,” Mr. Foley said. “We also 
have a higher number of stu-
dents who fi t under the free and 
reduced poverty scale and there 
are dollars to support those stu-
dents.”

The National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics estimated that 
students who live below the 
poverty line need 1.2 times more 
funding than other students do.

Scott Ebright, spokesman for 
the Ohio School Boards Associa-
tion, said the per-student spend-
ing average is greatly affected by 
teacher salaries.

“Some of that has to do with 
the ability to raise money locally 
through levies, but a lot has to 
do with the age and experience 
of the teaching staff and the sal-
ary schedule,” Mr. Ebright said. 
“If your salary schedule is higher 
than neighboring districts, you
are going to attract teachers who 
stay longer and go higher on the 
salary schedule.”

Mr. Ebright also said districts 
that have greater percentages of 
special education, disabled, and 
non-English-speaking children 
will have higher costs.

The Center for Special Edu-
cation Finance estimates that 
disabled students need 1.9 times 
more money .

Allison Perz, executive direc-
tor of the Toledo-based Ohio 
Council of Community Schools, 
said charter schools spend con-
siderably less per student than 
the traditional public schools.

“From what we have seen, it 
varies, and largely varies man-
agement company to manage-
ment company, but across the 
board, there does seem to be a 
reduced rate of spending pattern 
because the charters do get less 
per student allocated.” Ms. Perz 
said. “They are running a much 
slimmer and conservative pace 
than their district counterparts, 
and that is refl ected in their 
spending.”

The average teacher salary at 
Horizon Science Academy char-
ter school in downtown Toledo 
for example was $30,692 last 
year compared to an average 
teacher salary of $50,293 for To-
ledo Public Schools.

Compared to all districts 
in Lucas and Wood counties 
last year, Ottawa Hills had the 
highest average teacher salary, 

$63,842.
It spent $13,343 per student, 

more than any district in either 
county.

“When you have a small dis-
trict, many times the economy 
of scale does not work in your 
direction,” said Cathleen Hei-
delberg, Ottawa Hills superin-
tendent. “We have a very expe-
rienced staff, a number of our 
staff have been with the school 
district for many years, and the 
majority of our staff have ad-
vanced degrees.”

Ms. Heidelberg said Ot-
tawa Hills’ enrollment also has 
dropped, leading to an increase 
in the per-pupil spending.

“When we look at per-pupil 
spending, we look at districts 
that are similar to us across the 
state in funding sources, size, 
and we typically look at districts 
that are quite frankly very high 
achieving,” she said.

Ottawa Hills is the top lo-
cal school district in the state’s 
academic rankings released in 
August. It is the third-highest 
rated in the state, with a 108.5 
performance index score.

Wyoming schools in Hamilton 
County was the highest-rated 
district, with a 109.3 perfor-
mance index. Solon schools 
southeast of Cleveland, which 
scored 108.6 performance index, 
was second. Those school dis-
tricts spent $10,677 and $11,373 
per student, respectively.

Ohio spent an average of 
$8,963 per student during the 
2003-04 school year and Michi-
gan spent $9,072 the same year, 
according to U.S. Census data.

The Michigan Department of 
Education said last week it could 
not provide individual per-stu-
dent spending averages for its 
districts.

New Jersey spent an average 
$12,981 per pupil in 2004 on 
public school education fund-
ing, which was more than any 
other state that year.

New York was second with 
$12,930, followed by the Dis-
trict of Columbia with $12,801, 
Vermont with $11,128, and Con-
necticut with $10,788.

Utah  spent the least — an 
average $5,008 spent per pupil 
that year.

Nationally  , $9,969 is the pro-
jected average expenditure per 
pupil for fall enrollment in pub-
lic elementary and secondary 
schools in 2007-08, according to 
the National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics.

Contact Ignazio Messina at:
imessina@theblade.com

or 419-724-6171.
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