
N.C., said she is giving a variety 
of food gifts this year after her 
nephew sent her Omaha Steaks’ 
bacon-wrapped fi let mignon last 
year.

“I thought he pegged me 
well,” she said, explaining that 
she liked the steaks but was too 
practical to buy them for herself.

Food gift companies can do as 
much as 75 percent of their busi-
ness during the winter holidays.

Competition is fi erce, said 

John Baumann, president of 
Swiss Colony.

“All you have to do is go on the 
Internet and look up ‘cheese gift’ 
or ‘sausage gift’ or ‘food gift’ or 
‘food items’ and there are liter-
ally thousands of different shop-
ping options are going to pop 
up,” he said.

 “The average consumer does 
not necessarily believe they have 
to get a food gift,” Mr. Baumann 
said.

The most successful compa-
nies offer uncommon products 
that people are willing to pay 
both a premium price and the 
cost of shipping to get, said 

Domenick Celentano, who 
teaches entrepreneurial studies 
at Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity in New Jersey. Most people 
wouldn’t ship basic foods such 
as bread, but they will pay extra 
to get a layered raspberry and 
chocolate cheesecake.

 Swiss Colony started by ship-
ping sausage and cheese in the 
1920s. But as specialty grocers 
made those items more com-
mon, the bulk of its food busi-
ness shifted to hard-to-make 
candies and layered cakes.

One of its specialties is petits 
fours — miniature layered cakes 
fi rst served by the French upper-
crust during in the 1800s. In the 
U.S., they are usually only served
at wedding receptions or special 
occasions because of the time 
and cost of making them, said 
Gary Welling, who directs the 
International Baking and Pastry 
Institute at Johnson & Wales 
University in Rhode Island.

“They’re not your everyday 
eating,” Mr. Welling said. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

VERNON TOWNSHIP, Mich. 
— Dave Aldrich is Santa’s best 
friend.

After all, Mr. Aldrich is the 
one who gets the jolly old elf’s 
reindeer in tiptop shape for the 
Christmas season.

Mr. Aldrich, owner of Roof-
top Landing Reindeer Farms in 
Isabella County, trains his herd 
of about 20 to appear at vari-
ous holiday events throughout 
Michigan, including at Green-
fi eld Village in Dearborn and 
Meijer Gardens in Grand Rapids.

Mr. Aldrich starts the training 
process with his reindeer from 
the time they’re an hour old.

“That’s the secret to having 
young calves bond to humans,” 
he  said. “We like to get, within 
the fi rst week or so, them around 
young kids.” 

From there, Mr. Aldrich walks 
the calves down the gravel road 
near his home in Vernon Town-
ship, then harness-trains the 
young animals. Calves’ mothers 
don’t mind Mr. Aldrich handling 
their young because they were 
trained the same way.

Mr. Aldrich has raised and 
trained reindeer for 20 years. It 
began as a hobby with him rais-
ing fallow and sika — European 
and Asian breeds of deer.

“The reason I got into reindeer 
is because they’re very intelli-
gent,” Mr. Aldrich said. “They’re 
the only deer in the world that 

can be domesticated.
“We actually take the reindeer 

inside schools, malls, and librar-
ies. They behave just like a well-
trained dog would.” 

Recently, Mr. Aldrich took 
reindeer to a festival in Saginaw 

and another in Farwell, where 
two of the animals pulled Santa 
and Mrs. Claus on a wheeled 
sleigh in a parade.

This time of year is busy with 
a few of the reindeer heading to 
events daily until Christmas. 

+

+

+

+

Our HOMES section, with 
toledoblade.com, reach
over 400,000 weekly 
readers. More than any 
home-selling medium in
the area. Plus, 41,300 
Blade readers plan to buy a 
home in the next two years. 
Sell yours, with the help of:
Blade HOMES
419-724-6500
It’s not really for sale unless 
it’s for sale in The Blade.

This Month in HOMES.

Tom & Nancy Kabat
Welles Bowen Realtors
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MARKET AT A GLANCE
LOCAL STOCKS

 85.77 65.75 Abercromb Fitch 15979 76.62 +.56
 51.24 40.95 Am Ele Pwr 24271 46.50 +.45
 52.67 36.72 Andersons Inc (The) 1567 41.20 +.63
 79.77 58.62 BP PLC 28901 70.78 +.28
 39.83 24.58 BobEvn 6180 30.45 +.16
 61.82 30.58 Brush Eng Matls 2377 43.21 -.35
 19.55 14.94 CMS Engy 20915 17.14 +.05
 42.65 34.17 Campbell Soup 22449 35.79 +.65
 30.65 21.13 Cedar Fair 884 24.08 +.08
 28.50 12.98 Cooper Tire 13270 14.69 +.56
 54.74 45.14 DTE Energy Co 12936 48.60 +.06
 40.56 15.52 Dillards Inc 16840 17.27 -.19
 43.32 26.23 Fifth Third Bcp 66213 27.36 +1.13
 ����� ����� 	
� �
����
 	��� �� ����� ����
 230.00 26.40 First Solar Inc 37294 207.62 -4.38
 72.90 57.77 FirstEnergy Corp 16546 67.70 +.03
 24.78 17.30 FirstMerit Corp 9357 19.19 +.64
 36.90 16.60 Goodyear 27234 26.34 +.51
 48.55 35.08 Hlth Care REIT 12542 42.96 +1.48
 24.97 13.50 Huntgtn Bankshs 69955 14.05 +.54
 44.46 26.82 Johnson Controls 34072 37.15 +.64
 39.90 23.42 Keycorp 49235 24.41 +.94
 31.94 21.12 Kroger Co 48799 27.84 -.16
 15.20 6.09 La-Z-Boy Inc 7249 5.93 -.24
 24.65 10.97 Libbey Inc 1050 15.40 +.28
 32.00 16.50 Limitd Brands 36799 17.93 +.24
 15.83 9.38 MBT Financial Corp 63 9.41 ...
 68.86 46.07 Manor Care Inc 17543 62.56 +.31
 67.24 41.50 Marathon Oil 68203 53.34 -.45
 38.94 18.00 Natl City 172626 18.06 -.24
 36.93 21.48 Owens Corning 8772 22.14 +.44
 47.30 17.82 Owens Illinois 9223 42.57 +.62
 73.85 60.42 Procter & Gamble 118818 73.13 +.94
 13.00 10.50 Rurban Financial 11 12.66 -.10
 64.32 46.57 Smucker, JM 4364 49.53 -.54
 34.74 18.65 Spartan Stores Inc 2825 21.80 +.70
 86.40 56.68 Sunoco Inc 37785 64.00 -1.52
 25.73 8.85 Tecumseh A 1627 22.40 -.06
 118.00 72.10 Whirlpool 10361 77.65 +2.10

 52-WEEK VOL

 HIGH LOW NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

For more stock and mutual fund listings go to... toledoblade.com/business

ABN Amro 1059 53.32 -.17
AT&T Inc 286486 36.73 +.38
AXA 13305 39.63 +1.91
AbtLab 77687 55.91 +1.66
Alcoa 88151 35.04 +.16
Alcon 6575 133.93 -2.18
Allstate 65367 50.78 +1.38
Altria s 131973 73.35 +1.91
Amazon 84324 85.59 +4.29
AEagleO s 90848 21.22 -.15
AmExp 125545 55.62 +2.08
Amgen 77064 54.02 +1.34
Anheusr 34646 50.64 +1.10
Apple Inc 462782 174.81 +2.27
ApldMatl 197600 18.17 +.35
Aquila 45631 3.88 +.01
ArchDan 38522 35.70 +.27
ArvMerit 27164 9.51 -.22
Avon 27213 40.65 +.03
BkofAm 328584 42.94 +1.06
Barclay 22492 43.87 +3.49
BearSt 55072 95.43 +4.39
BestBuy 74905 49.10 +.85
BigLots 53136 19.82 -.50
BlockHR 34062 18.96 +.11
Blockbstr 30088 3.52 -.02
Boeing 70109 91.73 +1.80
Borders 19852 11.93 +.01
BostonSci 88225 12.69 +.45
BrMySq 130276 28.12 +.52
CSX 87721 41.17 +.93
CVS Care 115466 41.16 +.12
CapOne 60023 49.17 -.03
Caterpillar 70733 68.82 +.99
ChkFree 11530 47.42 +.02
Chevron 132094 84.31 +.52

Chipotle 6262 127.19 +1.20
Cisco 695545 27.49 -.01
Citigrp 1726456 30.32 -.38
CocaCl 103262 62.98 +1.25
Comcast s 249648 19.47 +.37
Comerica 24652 42.54 +1.49
ConocPhil 179626 76.06 -.64
Corning 149620 23.73 +.80
Costco 36071 65.95 +.57
CntwdFn 443760 8.97 +.33
CredSuiss 12417 57.94 +2.01
Daimler 5998 96.18 -.02
Dell Inc 234113 26.64 +.93
DeltaAir n 26045 17.56 +.08
Disney 122372 31.72 +.48
DowChm 57490 39.87 +.52
DuPont 49930 44.59 +.65
ETrade 929462 4.91 +.31
eBay 184321 32.52 +1.52
EMC Cp 447778 18.19 +.82
Eaton 11841 87.57 +1.33
EDS 31592 19.88 +.02
ExxonMbl 265726 86.38 +.70
FannieMae 275557 29.40 +.48
FedExCp 27234 93.21 +1.56
FordM 350816 7.07 +.04
FortuneBr 8677 76.36 +.41
Gap 79443 18.98 +.26
GenDynam 21470 88.23 +.93
GenElec 438663 37.45 +.72
GnGrthPrp 33885 44.12 +1.19
GnMotr 123811 27.15 +.25
GlaxoSKln 16409 50.35 +.16
GoldmanS 118656 213.33 +5.88
Google 88055 673.57 +7.57
HSBC 25585 83.01 +.47

Hallibrtn 221414 35.08 -.75
Heinz 20794 46.08 +.86
Hershey 15316 39.10 +.68
HewlettP 153748 48.71 +.55
HomeDp 192569 27.15 -.11
Honda 5062 33.69 +.64
HonwllIntl 48426 54.05 +.86
ING 19233 37.94 +1.48
Intel 600976 25.11 +.74
IBM 90648 103.83 +1.86
Intuit 29375 29.19 +.79
JPMorgCh 278557 42.35 +1.89
JohnJn 141013 67.73 +.36
Kellogg 14701 53.08 +.63
KimbClk 21631 69.13 +.79
Kohls 43655 48.06 +.57
Kraft 92442 33.20 +.18
LearCorp 14114 27.37 -.35
Level3 256722 3.25 +.17
LillyEli 62828 50.91 +1.24
Lowes 133619 22.09 +.25
Macys 61411 28.52 +.31
Manulif gs 15123 40.56 +1.07
Mattel 47466 20.98 +.08
McDnlds 74685 57.46 +.64
Medtrnic 91354 49.91 +1.04
Merck 180586 58.94 +1.35
MerrillLyn 232627 53.07 +1.84
MetLife 66699 62.55 +2.09
Microsoft 832017 33.06 +.09
MorgStan 156202 49.80 +1.85
Motorola 247146 15.33 +.09
NatwFS 6113 44.62 +.22
�
���� ���� ����� ����
NiSource 25676 18.03 +.16
Nissan 5597 22.10 +.80

NokiaCp 121148 38.18 ...
�����!� ����� ����� �����
NorthropG 24793 78.35 -.19
NwstAir n 22240 17.16 ...
Novartis 37056 56.65 +1.39
"#��
�$� ����� ����� ����
"#��
%�� ����� ����� ����
Oracle 314854 19.89 +.19
ParkHan s 18338 76.24 +1.04
PepsiCo 60904 75.92 +1.23
&�'
� ������ ����� ����
PwShs QQQ 2020212 49.96 +.98
priceline 9913 107.12 +2.87
Prudentl 35446 91.76 +2.30
PulteH 169985 9.08 -.08
Qualcom 171408 39.82 +.64
QwestCm 150182 6.55 +.16
Respiron 4921 49.13 -.15
RiteAid 74878 3.53 -.06
RD Shell 14785 80.67 +.15
SaraLee 60199 16.39 +.36
Schwab 138852 22.86 +.32
SearsHldgs 27897 111.56 +3.79
Siemens 5410 145.74 +2.83
SiriusS 297723 3.56 +.06
SprintNex 304260 14.48 -.18
StanlWk 11447 50.38 +.61
Staples 225032 21.85 +2.09
Starbucks 107122 22.61 +.43
Steelcse 11067 14.66 -.88
SunMicro rs 115241 19.89 +.46
Suncor g 37531 97.05 -3.35
TD Ameritr 54563 18.32 +.20
TRWAuto 16864 23.05 -1.27
Target 125567 57.00 +1.78
TexInst 114403 30.71 +.30

VOL

NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

VOL

NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

VOL

NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

VOL

NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

VOL

NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

WIDELY HELD STOCKS

TOP 100 FUNDS
NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG

NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG

American Funds

AmcapA m 20.87 +.20
BalA m 19.56 +.12
BondA m 13.16 -.08
CapIncBuA m 64.70 +.36
CpWldGrIA m 47.34 +.37
EurPacGrA m 54.65 +.44
FundmInvA m 43.35 +.38
GrowAmerA m 35.57 +.28
IncAmerA m 20.10 +.12
InvCoAmA m 34.13 +.35

MutualA m 28.93 +.32
NewPerspA m 36.32 +.26
NwWrldA m 61.20 +.45
SmCpWldA m 44.64 +.25
WAMutInvA m 34.73 +.47
Artisan

Intl 34.28 +.46
Calamos

GrowA m 56.48 +.83
Columbia

AcornZ 30.73 +.27

Davis

NYVentA m 39.17 +.50
Dodge & Cox

Bal 85.60 +.78
Income 12.63 -.05
IntlStk 47.82 +.67
Stock 149.23 +2.39
Fidelity

Bal 19.32 +.06
BlChGrow 43.90 +.61
Contra 74.73 +.77
DiscEq 30.76 +.41
DivGrow 29.61 +.44

DivrIntl 42.15 +.28
EqInc 55.86 +.79
EqInc II 23.29 +.34
Free2010 15.07 +.06
Free2020 16.00 +.10
Free2030 16.53 +.14
GrowCo 80.56 +.98
GrowInc 27.58 +.36
IntlDisc 44.35 +.40
InvGrdBd 7.21 -.04
LowPriStk 41.45 +.21
Magellan 96.37 +1.12
MidCap 28.97 +.24

OTC 50.28 +.82
Puritan 19.25 +.13
Value 80.77 +.69
Fidelity Spartan

USEqIndxI 50.69 +.75
First Eagle

GlbA m 49.90 +.03
FrankTemp-Franklin

CA TF A m 7.23 ...
Income A m 2.61 ...
Income C m 2.63 +.01
FrankTemp-Mutual

Shares Z 26.47 +.16
FrankTemp-Templeton

Fgn A m 12.83 +.06
Growth A m 24.19 +.15
Franklin Templeton

FndAllA m 13.96 +.08
Harbor

IntlInstl 74.19 +.99
Hartford

CapAprA m 38.77 +.42
CpApHLSIA 57.80 +.58
Janus

Janus 31.38 +.49
Overseas 57.32 +.67
Twenty 69.87 +1.14
Julius Baer

IntlEqA b 48.44 +.27
IntlEqI 49.56 +.27
Legg Mason

ValuePr b 65.86 +1.28
Longleaf Partners

LongPart 33.51 +.66
Lord Abbett

(#�����( ) ����� ����
Oakmark

EqIncI 28.91 +.03
Oppenheimer

DevMktA m 52.50 +.96
GlobA m 76.77 +1.04
PIMCO

TotRetA m 10.68 -.07
TotRetAdm b 10.68 -.07
TotRetIs 10.68 -.07
Putnam

GrowIncA m 18.15 +.24
T Rowe Price

BlChpGr 39.19 +.61
CapApprec 21.16 +.14
EqtyInc 28.95 +.37
GrowStk 33.88 +.39
MidCpGr 60.92 +.65
Third Avenue

Value 61.69 +.59
Van Kampen

ComstockA m 18.42 +.32
EqIncomeA m 9.15 +.08
Vanguard

500 131.91 +1.94
500Adml 131.93 +1.94
AssetA 29.45 +.34
EmerMktId m 32.52 +.61
EuropeIdx 40.76 +.40
GNMA 10.41 -.04
GNMAAdml 10.41 -.04
HltCrAdml 64.49 +.97
HlthCare 152.69 +2.29
InstIdx 130.93 +1.93

InstPlus 130.93 +1.93
IntlGr 27.36 +.43
IntlVal 45.00 +.60
LifeGro 24.83 +.28
LifeMod 21.18 +.16
MuIntAdml 13.24 -.01
&�����*+ ����� ����
Prmcp 74.32 +1.10
PrmcpAdml 77.20 +1.14
STCor 10.70 -.03
Star 21.83 +.14
TotBdId 10.17 -.04
TotIntl 20.31 +.30

TotStIAdm 34.49 +.47
TotStIIns 34.50 +.47
TotStIdx 34.49 +.47
Welltn 33.82 +.22
WelltnAdm 58.43 +.38
WndsIIAdm 61.58 +.84
Wndsr 17.70 +.22
WndsrII 34.68 +.47
Western Asset

CrPlBdIns 10.15 -.07

Fund notes:
b-Fee covering
market costs
is paid from
fund assets.
m-Multiple fees
are charged,
usually a mar-
keting fee and
either a sales or
redemption fee.
x-fund paid a
distribution dur-
ing the week.

Stock notes:
d - new intraday 52-week low
n - stock was a new issue in the last year - the
���,

� -�.- ��+ ��, �./�

 ��
 ����/���
+
from their start date
s - stock has split, increasing outstanding
shares by at least 20 percent within the
last year
u - new intraday 52-week high
v - Trading halted on primary market
vj - company in bankruptcy, receivership or
being reorganized under the bankruptcy law
- this appears in front of the name

3M Co 42827 82.12 +1.12
TimeWarn 262841 16.62 +.33
TootsieR 1699 24.02 +.41
Total SA 28731 80.03 +.10
Toyota 11598 112.11 +3.66
TycoIntl n 40516 39.39 +1.06
UBS AG 38331 46.66 +2.38
UPS B 44044 71.44 +1.08
US Bancrp 138528 31.06 +.56
UtdTech 41416 74.00 +1.32
UtdhlthGp 75718 54.29 +.91
ValeroE 143475 62.00 -2.05
VerizonCm 148216 41.46 +.23
Vodafone 19483 37.60 +.23
Wachovia 231831 40.12 +1.05
WalMart 187782 45.83 +.80
Walgrn 93687 38.29 -.92
WAMutl 429472 17.20 +.39
WellsFargo 376594 29.83 +.34
Wendys 16689 27.47 +.39
Wyeth 75099 47.55 +1.49
Xerox 44692 16.30 +.09
Yahoo 190470 25.59 +.37
YumBrds s 37466 36.86 -.04

Banks, Savings & Loans

Money Market 
Savings 

   Min.
Deposit     APY

CDs
   Less than                  1 to                   More than
     1 year                    3 years                    3 years
  Min.                     Min.                     Min.
 Deposit    APY    Deposit    APY    Deposit    APY

Home equity
     Fixed         Lines of
 term loans     Credit
   $25,000-      $25,000-
    49,999      49,999

APR            APR

Bank of Maumee
419-868-1750  $50,000    3.50%  $1,000     4.75% 

         6 mos.
  $1,000    4.25% 
         12 mos.

  $1,000    3.83% 
        48 mos.     6.99%   7.25% 

Charter One Bank
877-242-7837   $10,000    4.00%  $1,000 4.75%

          6 mos.
  $1,000 4.30%
     15 to 17 mos.

  $1,000 4.00%
     37 to 60 mos.    7.34%   7.24%

Fifth Third Bank
419-259-7820  $50,000    4.10%   $5,000    5.00%

4 mos.
 $5,000     4.55% 

36 mos. 
 $5,000     4.60%

48 mos.     7.25%    5.50%

First Federal Bank, Defi ance
800-472-6292  $10,000    3.15%  $10,000   3.50% 

         7 mos.
 $10,000   4.40% 
        25 mos.

 $10,000   4.10% 
        48 mos.    8.25%   8.50%

First Federal S&L of Delta
419-822-3131         N/A    $500      3.39% 

           6 mos.
  $500 3.92% 
       12 mos. N/A     N/A     7.50%

FirstMerit Bank
419-843-9680  $10,000    4.75%    $5,000   4.75%

6 mos.
   $1,000   4.50%

12 mos.
           N/A    6.74%    7.25%

Genoa Bank
800-592-2828  $10,000    4.00%  $10,000   5.01%

7 mos.
 $1,000   4.35%

24 mos.
 $1,000    4.55%

60 mos.   N/A    7.50%

Huntington Bank
800-480-2265  $20,000    2.50%  $2,000 5.25%

7 mos.
  $2,000   4.90%

13 mos.
 $2,000     4.90%

37 mos.     6.99%    6.75%

KeyBank
800-539-2968  $50,000    4.50%  $25,000   5.00%

7 mos.
 $25,000   4.50%

12 mos.
 $10,000   4.40% 
           48 mos.     7.99%    7.24%

Metamora State Bank
419-885-1996  $25,000    3.25%  $5,000 3.65%

182 days
  $5,000    4.15% 
         30 mos.

 $5,000  4.20%
48 mos.   7.638%    7.50%

National Bank of Oak Harbor
419-691-6264  $25,000    3.04%   $500        3.71% 

         9 mos. 
  $500       4.07%

36 mos.
   $500     4.33%

60 mos.    8.50%    8.25%

National City Bank
800-925-9259  $25,000    3.28%  $10,000   3.65%

6 mos.
 $10,000   4.15%

3 years
 $10,000   4.45%

5 years    8.02%    7.33%

State Bank & Trust, Sylvania
419-882-2145  $5,000       3.58%  $1,000      3.67%

          6 mos.
  $1,000    4.70% 
       20 mos. 

  $1,000    4.35% 
       60 mos.      7.99%    6.99%

Union Bank, Pemberville
419-659-2141  $50,000     1.75%  $10,000  4.35%

       10 mos.
  $500       2.46%
       24 mos.

 $500        5.00%
        60 mos.   6.75%    7.50%

Credit unions

AP Federal C.U., Toledo
419-476-2531   $50,000    3.51%  $500      3.25%

6 mos.
 $1,000    5.00%

18 mos.
 $1,000    5.00%

60 mos.    6.50%    7.50%

Champion C.U., Toledo
419-407-4140  $25,000     4.60%   $1,000    4.75% 

6 mos.
  $1,000    4.75% 

12 mos.
  $1,000    4.75% 
          48 mos.    6.65%    7.75%

Co-op Toledo C.U.
419-382-3600        N/A   $1,000    4.84% 

          6 mos.
  $1,000    4.99% 
         12 mos. 

           N/A N/A    7.50%

Sun Federal C.U., Maumee
419-698-6965         N/A    $500      4.53%

6 mo.
  $500       5.00%

12 mos.
  $1,000    5.52%

 54 mos.    6.75%    7.39%

Toledo Area Community C.U.
419-841-9838  $75,000     4.50%    $500     4.00% 

           3 mos.
  $500     4.61% 
         12 mos. 

 $500       4.92% 
48 mos.     7.50%     7.25% 

Source: Financial institutions

NOTE: There may be terms and conditions to obtain the above rates, including having a savings or checking account with the institution. 
Also, for credit unions, conditions include being a resident of a particular county or an employee at specifi ed businesses.

APY is annual percentage yield, and it could change during the term of deposit. APR is annual percentage rate (including interest and 
fees). Methods of compounding vary. N/A means not available.

CONSUMER SAVINGS AND LOANS Rates as of Nov. 27, 2007Reindeer put
rancher on 
holiday map

Mr. Aldrich and Goose, one of his trained reindeer, get ready 
for one of many holiday appearances.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

’Tis the season for e-mail scams
ORLANDO SENTINEL

ORLANDO, Fla. — Just in time 
for  the online holiday shopping 
rush, high-tech Grinches are 
cranking up their fraud attacks 
with a new round of bogus e-
mail, identity-theft experts said.

Have you won $2 million in 
a Christmas sweepstakes held 
by Coca-Cola in the United 
Kingdom?  Is there a problem 
with your account at Bank of 
America, JPMorgan Chase, eBay, 
or PayPal?

No. But you might think so if 
you fall for some  recent e-mail 
scams infesting the Internet.

And they always peak this 
time of year, as millions of 
shoppers spend more time on 

the Web. Online shopping has 
grown at a double-digit pace in 
recent years. More than 70 mil-
lion are expected to surf the Web
this year for presents.

“We do see e-mail and phone 
scams picking up during the 
holiday season,” said Linda 
Foley, executive director of the 
Identity Theft Resource Center, 
a watchdog group based in San 
Diego. “Much of it is because 
we are simply so distracted. Our 
inbox gets full; we go through it 
so quickly, we don’t pay as much 
attention as we should. Scam 
artists try to exploit that.” 

From fake e-greeting cards 
and charity pleas to foreign 
lottery scams, the pace of il-

licit “phishing” e-mail spikes 
by more than 33 percent during 
the holiday season, according 
to Symantec, maker of  Norton 
computer-security software.

Unsolicited and unwanted, 
the often authentic-looking mis-
sives have one central purpose: 
trick you into giving out account 
numbers or other information 
that can be used to steal your 
money. 

 They fi sh for personal data, 
hence the term “phishing” .   

Banks and e-commerce com-
panies have guaranteed they will 
never use unsolicited e-mail to 
ask customers for personal in-
formation or notify them about 
an account problem. 

network.
Outside phones might be ex-

pensive, since Verizon Wireless 
and others subsidize phones, 
setting low prices or giving them 
away with service contracts.

Mr. McAdam said that while 
the new approach adds more 
choices, the carrier will keep its 
full-service retail model, provid-
ing phones, service and support.

Consumer groups, lawmak-
ers and regulators have recently 
called for open networks, saying 
the carriers’ “walled garden” ap-
proach stifl es innovation.

Federal Communications 

Commission rules require a 
portion of airwaves sold off next 
year during a major auction of 
the radio spectrum must be for 
networks welcoming any device.

FCC Chairman Kevin Martin 
praised the Verizon Wireless 
announcement, saying it helps 
foster innovation and enhances 
consumers’ freedom and choice 
in purchasing wireless service. 

Verizon 
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