
northwest portion of Ohio.
If Ms. Brunner gets her way, 

those counties and the 48 oth-
ers throughout Ohio that have 
some version of touch-screen 
machines will discard them in 
favor of an optical-scan system 
for paper ballots in time for the 
November general election.

But local elections offi cials in 
northwest Ohio are fretting over
her proposed machine swap, 
and are concerned over costs, 
logistics, and whether a change 
is even necessary.

“This has thrown us all in 
fl ux,” said Dan Pilrose, deputy 
director of the Lucas County 
Board of Elections.

Ms. Brunner, a Democrat, last 
month released the fi ndings 
of a $1.9 million, state-com-
missioned study by academics 
and computer experts of Ohio’s 
voting systems. Most of the 
touch-screen machines were 
purchased in the last couple of 
years with the help of about $100 
million in federal funds.

The Ohio review raised seri-
ous security questions about the 
vulnerability of the touch-screen 
machines to hacking — with 
tools as small as a Treo smart-
phone and a magnet — and both 
human and computer errors, 
prompting Ms. Brunner to pro-
pose switching to paper ballots, 
consolidating polling places, 
centralizing vote counting, and 
allowing early voting by mail.

She also broke a 2-2 tie vote 
last month at the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections to 
replace the touch-screen ma-
chines by March 4, citing mul-
tiple computer software crashes 
that delayed the results of the 
Nov. 6 election as the reason for 
an immediate switch. 

There have been numerous 
challenges to Ms. Brunner’s 
directives, including from the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
a nonpartisan think tank from 
New York, elected Ohio leaders, 
and local elections offi cials, but 

she told The Blade last week that 
she still wants all counties now 
using touch-screen machines 
— including Lucas County — to 
switch to paper ballots.

“Just look at what’s happened 
in Iowa and New Hampshire 
with the presidential primaries 
there,” Ms. Brunner said. “Some 
of the presidential candidates 
are bringing new voters to the 
process, and they could swell 
voter turnouts here to 80 per-
cent. We want to have the most 
trustworthy, secure voting sys-
tem in place for an election of 
this magnitude.”

Meeting tomorrow
Ms. Brunner will try to sell 

Democratic Ohio Gov. Ted 
Strickland and state legislators 
on her directives in an infor-
mational meeting tomorrow, as 
some of them require a change 
in state law. She will also take 
part in similar meetings this 
week with local elections offi -

cials from around the state.
Among the questions she is 

sure to face is cost.
Ms. Brunner said the total cost 

of implementing all of her direc-
tives statewide would cost about 
$31 million, and the Cuyahoga 
County overhaul is expected to 
cost about $10 million by the 
November election.

Lucas County offi cials don’t 
know what switching to optical-
scan machines would cost — the 
county has 24 optical-scan ma-
chines in stock, compared to 
the 60 machines suggested for 
Cuyahoga County — but they 
do know the county doesn’t 
have the money to pay for more 
equipment.

Ohio counties didn’t have to 
pay for much — if any — of the 
switch to Diebold touch-screen 
machines, which Mr. Gerken 
and Lucas County Commis-
sioner Tina Skeldon Wozniak 
said came at the order of then-
Secretary of State Ken Blackwell 
after the 2004 election.

In addition to the $4.35 mil-
lion in state and federal funds 
the county spent on new touch-
screen machines for the Novem-
ber, 2005, election, commis-
sioners purchased 68 additional 
touch-screen machines that year 
with $243,000 in county money, 
and another 10 machines for 
$27,000 in December, 2006.

Wood County has 538 touch-
screen machines, and bought 
all but 50 of them with federal 
and state funds. Most of Fulton 
County’s 164 Diebolds were 
purchased with federal and state 
funds, and all of Henry County’s 
106 touch screens were bought 
with $271,756 of federal and 
state money.

Ms. Brunner said she is keenly 
aware of the problem of un-
funded mandates, and is seeking 
money to pay for her directives. 

She hopes to secure funds 
from the $115 million to be 
distributed through the Help 
America Vote Act — a federal 
action that helped pay for most 
of Ohio’s switch to touch-screen 
machines a few years ago — or 
from the state, perhaps through 
its $1 billion reserve fund.

But Governor Strickland is 

opposed to using Ohio’s bailout 
fund to pay for new voting ma-
chines.

“The governor feels the rainy 
day fund was intended to be 
used to stabilize the state bud-
get in times of emergency, and 
not for a purpose such as [pur-
chasing voting machines],” said 
Keith Dailey, Mr. Strickland’s 
spokesman.

Fulton Co. says no
The Fulton County commis-

sioners said Ms. Brunner’s di-
rectives will not be funded with 
county money, either.

The Fulton County Board of 
Elections asked the commis-
sioners for $456,175 last week, 
to pay for new voting equipment 
and for Ms. Brunner’s statewide 
directive for each county to 
provide paper ballots to voters 
who ask for them on March 4. 
The commissioners refused that 
request.

“Due to our tight budget this 
year, it’s not prudent to incur any 
costs for new machines when 
the ones we have are working 
just fi ne,” said Fulton County 
Commissioner Dean Genter, a 
Republican who added that the 
commissioners would revisit the 
issue if state lawmakers sign off 
on Ms. Brunner’s plans.

Mr. Genter’s attitude toward 
the performance of the Diebold 
touch-screen machines is shared 
by many elections offi cials in 
northwest Ohio.

Elections offi cials in Lucas, 
Wood, Henry, and Fulton coun-
ties all said they’ve had no major 
problems — security or egre-
gious errors — with their touch 
-screen voting machines.

“This county has handled 
elections on this machine like 
Tom Cruise in Mission: Impos-
sible,” said Jill Kelly, executive di-
rector of the Lucas County Board 
of Elections. “I mean, every bell 
and whistle, every security mea-
sure, every detail, we’ve got it all 
down pat.”

Retraining issue
Ms. Kelly and many other 

elections offi cials said they’re 
concerned with having to retrain 
poll workers on new machines, 

as well as the amount of time it 
will take to get election results by 
having to count paper ballots at 
a central location.

State legislators who will 
ultimately have to rule on Ms. 
Brunner’s plans also question 
the move to optical-scan ma-
chines. 

State Sen. Steve Buehrer (R., 
Delta) said in a released state-
ment that he views Ms. Brun-
ner’s directives as an “expensive 
and rushed governmental fl ip
fl op.”

“I don’t believe there is strong 
enough evidence to suggest our 
current machines cause a sig-
nifi cant problem versus what 
other states do,” added State 
Rep. Randy Gardner (R., Bowling 
Green). “When anyone makes 
suggestions like this, the ques-
tion is. ‘Why?’ The answer isn’t 
clear.”

Ms. Brunner said she’s issued 
these directives because she 
has lost all confi dence in touch-
screen machines.

And voters’ confi dence, ac-
cording to Ms. Brunner, the 
three Lucas County commis-
sioners, who are all Democrats, 
and Mr. Gardner, is truly at the 
heart of the issue.

Ms. Wozniak and Lucas 

County Commissioner Ben Ko-
nop, like their counterpart Mr. 
Gerken, support Ms. Brunner’s 
directives. They said elections 
— and voter confi dence in the 
authenticity of those elections 
— are the “rock of our democ-
racy.”

Ms. Kelly, who runs the Lucas 
County Board of Elections of-
fi ce, said she is not opposed to 
Ms. Brunner’s directives, but is 
concerned about their immedi-
ate impact.

She said the March 4 primary, 
in which a limited number of 
paper ballots will be on hand 
at each precinct for voters who 
have lost faith in touch-screen 
machines, could be a confusing 
and frustrating night in which 
the results of the election are not 
known until the next morning.

But more important, Ms. Kelly 
said, is that the voters are sure 
their votes counted.

“I just don’t want voters to be 
afraid,” she said. “We’re doing 
everything humanly possible to 
provide top-level security for 
[the touch-screen machines]. 
Our machines are secure.”

Contact Joe Vardon at:
jvardon@theblade.com

or 419-410-5055. 
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VOTING SYSTEMS FOR OHIO’S 88 COUNTIES
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THE BLADESOURCE: Ohio Secretary of State

Lucas County is one of 57 counties 
Ohio Secretary of State Jennifer 
Brunner said needs to switch from 
electronic touch-screen voting 
machines to optical-scan paper ballots 
for the November election. Lucas, 
Wood, Hancock, Fulton, Henry, 
Defiance, Paulding, and Van Wert 
counties are among the northwest 
Ohio counties that have the same 
touch-screen machines as Cuyahoga 
County, which was directed by Ms. 
Brunner to switch to optical-scan 
ballots by the March 4 primary. Ohio 
voters can request an optical-scan 
ballot (a demonstration ballot in Lucas 
County is shown at right) instead of 
voting by touch screen at the upcom-
ing March 4 primary.

Carol Hayward of Whitehouse, voting in a May, 2007, election, uses one the 1,613 touch-screen 
voting machines recently purchased by Lucas County that the state now wants to replace.
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performed in the clubhouse.”
The judge suspended a six-

month jail sentence in lieu of 
two years’ probation and the 
community service. But if Mr. 
Colon fails to complete his work 
with youths, he could be sent to 
jail. 

Mr. Colon, 28, was originally 
charged with felonious assault 
for the June 12 assault of Mud 
Hens teammate Jason Karnuth 
in the team’s clubhouse at Fifth 
Third Field. The indictment was 
amended to the lesser offense in 
exchange for Mr. Colon’s plea. 

Witnesses reported that the 
incident began with a dispute 
over loud music on Mr. Colon’s 
iPod before the Mud Hens’ game 
that evening.

Mr. Karnuth, who was a pitch-
er for the Mud Hens at the time, 
tried to break up a fi ght when he 
was punched by Mr. Colon in the 
face.

Mr. Karnuth suffered multiple 
facial fractures as a result of the 
punch, Assistant County Pros-
ecutor Marla Osgood said. She 
added that the victim was satis-
fi ed with the plea agreement and 
that he was unable to attend the 
sentencing because he was in 
Venezuela playing baseball.

Defense attorney Spiros Co-
coves said his client regretted 
the incident and told the judge 
that Mr. Colon was suspended 
by the Tigers for one week after 
the incident resulting in a “great 
fi nancial loss.” He added that the 
major leaguer also spent four 
days in jail after being arrested in 
Erie, Pa., before he was brought 
back to Toledo.

Mr. Cocoves said after the 
hearing that restitution was paid 

to the victim in the case but he 
declined to say how much or for 
what costs.  He also said that his 
client was currently negotiating 
with a major league team but 
did not say which one.

Mr. Colon said little during the 
hearing and declined to speak 
before he was sentenced. A citi-
zen of the Dominican Republic, 
Mr. Colon enlisted the help of a 
Spanish interpreter during the 
proceedings. Because he is not 
a U.S. citizen, Mr. Colon could 
have been deported from the 
United States had he been con-
victed of a felony.

His attorney advised him not 
to speak after the hearing.

A right-handed pitcher, Mr. 

Colon was playing for the Mud 
Hens during the summer while 
he was rehabilitating from neck 
surgery. After serving his seven-
day suspension, he continued 
his rehab assignment with the 
Erie SeaWolves, the Tigers’ Dou-
ble-A affi liate.

He was traded soon after to 
the Kansas City Royals.

In response to the altercation, 
Tigers’ offi cials created a new 
policy requiring that all Tigers 
minor league players wear head-
sets if they want to listen to mu-
sic before or after a game.

Yesterday, Judge Zmuda told 
Mr. Colon that he was lucky 
that the injuries Mr. Karnuth 
experienced did not lead to his 

death. He added that he has 
researched the need for helping 
with Toledo-area youth and that 
“plenty of opportunities” exist 
to fulfi ll his community service 
requirement.

Although Mr. Colon can apply 
to have his two years’ probation 
transferred to another city, the 
judge said he intends to have 
him give back to the community 
where his inappropriate behav-
ior occurred.

“You have a higher respon-
sibility to the community,” he 
said.

Contact Erica Blake at:
eblake@theblade.com

or 419-213-2134.

Roman Colon, left, a former Tigers pitcher who was temporarily assigned to the Mud Hens 
when he punched a teammate in June, is sworn in as his attorney, Spiros Cocoves, looks on.
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 Prankster hinted
in threat to Navy
during sea clash
 Audio sent as Iran boats swarmed
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAIRO — A threatening radio 
message at the end of a video 
showing Iranian patrol boats 
swarming near U.S. warships 
in the Persian Gulf may have 
come from a prankster rather 
than from the Iranian vessels, 
the Navy Times newspaper has 
reported.

A video and audio of the Jan. 
6 incident in the Strait of Hor-
muz featured a man in accent-
ed English saying, “I am coming 
to you. … You will explode after 
… minutes.” 

Cmdr. Lydia Robertson, 
spokesman for the Fifth Fleet 
in Bahrain, said the Navy was 
still trying to determine the 
source of the transmission but 
believed it was related to the 
Iranian actions.

“The Iranian boats were 
coming close to the ships, mak-
ing aggressive maneuvers and 
objects were being dropped 
into the water,” she told the As-
sociated Press.

However, the Navy Times, a 
weekly newspaper published 
by the Gannett company, 
quoted several veteran sailors 
as speculating the transmission 
could have come from a radio 
heckler, widely known among 

mariners by the ethnically 
insulting term “the Filipino 
Monkey.” 

The newspaper, which serves
the Navy community, said U.S. 
sailors in the Persian Gulf have 
heard the prankster, who could 
be  more than one person, 
transmitting “insults and jab-
bering vile epithets” on unen-
crypted frequencies.

“Navy women — a helicopter 
pilot hailing a tanker, for ex-
ample — who are overheard on 
the radio are said to suffer par-
ticularly degrading treatment,” 
the newspaper said Sunday. 
“Several Navy ship drivers in-
terviewed by Navy Times are 
raising the possibility that the 
Monkey, or an imitator, was in-
deed featured in that video.” 

Filipino Monkey is a name 
used by mariners  for someone 
who uses his radio for unneces-
sary or inappropriate transmis-
sions. It also is sometimes used 
by the prankster himself. 

Two Navy offi cers said 
they have  been aboard ships 
elsewhere in the world when 
 they’ve heard someone from 
another vessel come on the ra-
dio and say, “Filipino Monkey, 
Filipino Monkey” over and over
again in a singsong voice. 
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