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DENVER — Chauncey Billups, 
Tayshaun Prince, and Richard 
Hamilton had 20 points each to 
lead the Detroit Pistons over the 
Denver Nuggets 98-93 last night.

The Nuggets had a chance to 
tie it when Billups fouled J.R. 
Smith on a 3-point attempt with 
6.5 seconds left and Detroit lead-
ing 95-92. Smith made the fi rst 
free throw, missed the second, 
and intentionally missed the 
third, but the Nuggets couldn’t 
get the rebound.

Billups hit three foul shots in 
the fi nal sec-
onds to seal the 
Pistons’ third 
straight win.

Allen Iverson 
had a game-
high 28 points, 
and Carmelo 
Anthony had 23 
for the Nuggets, 

who lost their third in a row.
Nuggets assistant coach 

Adrian Dantley served as the 
head coach because George Karl 
missed the game with the fl u.
Karl became sick on the team’s 
return from Milwaukee late Sat-
urday night. He didn’t attend the 
team’s shootaround yesterday 
morning, but the team said he 
should be back for tomorrow’s 
game in Seattle.

The Nuggets led early in the 
fourth when Hamilton got hot. 
He hit three straight shots to give 
Detroit an 83-78 lead. Smith cut 
the lead to one with a 3-pointer 
with 3:43 left, but Billups made a 
bucket and a 3-pointer with 1:50 
left to push the lead to 93-86.

The Pistons led 62-58 when 
Iverson converted a three-point 
play and Linas Kleiza hit con-
secutive buckets to give Denver 
a 65-62 lead with 3:46 left in the 
third quarter. The Pistons recov-
ered to tie it at 73 heading into 

the fourth.
The game was even through-

out the second quarter. Detroit 
led by four early in the period, 
but after Denver took the lead, 
the margin was never more 
than three the rest of the half. 
Anthony’s 17-foot jumper with 
38.3 seconds left sent the teams 
into the break tied at 49.

The Pistons, who came into 
last night’s game ranked 15th in 
the league in scoring, were hot 
early. They shot 56 percent from 
the fi eld in the fi rst quarter and 
took a 30-28 lead when Prince 
hit a short jumper at the buzzer. 
Detroit led by as many as seven 
in the fi rst 12 minutes, but An-
thony helped keep the Nuggets 
close with 11 points in the fi rst 
period.

MAVERICKS 102, BULLS 94
DALLAS — In his fi rst home game 

with the Dallas Mavericks in more 
than 11 years, Jason Kidd had 11 

points, nine rebounds and eight as-
sists in a victory over Chicago.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 29 points for 
the Mavericks, who never trailed after 
Kidd had an assist on Josh Howard’s 
3-pointer that opened the scoring a 
minute into the game and won their 
11th straight home game.

After Ben Gordon’s 3-pointer got 
the Bulls within 86-77, Kidd saved a 
loose ball on the Dallas end and got it 
to Nowitzki for a 3-pointer with about 
fi ve minutes left.

Gordon had 25 points to lead 
fi ve Chicago players in double 
fi gures. Drew Gooden had 17 and 
Larry Hughes had 14. Luol Deng and 
Thabo Sefolosha were the only Bulls 
starters in double fi gures, with 10 
points apiece.

WIZARDS 95, HORNETS 92
NEW ORLEANS — DeShawn 

Stevenson drained a fadeaway 
3-pointer at the buzzer and Wash-
ington handed New Orleans its third 
straight loss.

Stevenson’s buzzer-beater capped 
a career night for the Wizards guard 
as he scored 33 points. Chris Paul 
scored 22 for New Orleans.

SPURS 89, HAWKS 74
SAN ANTONIO — Tim Duncan 

had 23 points and 10 rebounds, and 
San Antonio earned its sixth straight 
victory.

Tony Parker added 15 points 
and nine assists and Manu Ginobili 
scored 13 for the Spurs.

Joe Johnson scored 17 points 
for Atlanta, which has dropped two 
in a row, and reserve Zaza Pachulia 
tied his season high with 14 points. 
Rookie Al Horford added 12 points 
and 13 rebounds.

RAPTORS 102, PACERS 98
INDIANAPOLIS — Chris Bosh had 

24 points and 10 rebounds to lead 
Toronto to the win.

Carlos Delfi no scored 23 points 
and made six of seven 3-pointers, 
and T.J. Ford added 16 points and 
seven assists for the Raptors.

Danny Granger and Marquis Dan-
iels each had 20 points, and Granger 
added 10 rebounds for the Pacers.

Indiana led 86-84 before Toronto 
went on a 13-2 run that included 
two 3-pointers by Delfi no to take a 
97-88 lead.
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Outdoors Notebook
Thursday through Sunday — 36th annual Outdoorama, Rock Financial Showplace, 

46100 Grand River Ave., Novi, Mich.; for details visit on-line www.Outdoorama.com or
call 800-328-6550.

Friday — Fremont Chapter, Ducks Unlimited, annual fund-raising dinner, River Cliff Golf 
Course, 1313 Tiffi n St., Fremont; social hour 5:30 p.m., dinner 6 p.m.; for tickets call Todd 
Williams 419-355-8771.

Saturday — 15th annual statewide dinner, Black Swamp Bird Observatory, Ra-
mada Plaza and Conference Center, 4900 Sinclair Rd., Columbus, 614-846-0300; 
call BSBO for details 419-898-4070 or visit on-line www.bsbobird.org.

Saturday — Lake Erie Labrador retriever rescue, at Gander Mountain/lodge 
room, 1320 South Holland-Sylvania Rd.; call the store 419-861-4800.

Saturday — Sandusky Area River Chapter, Whitetails Unlimited, annual fund-raising 
dinner, American Legion Post 121, 200 Buckland Ave., Fremont; social hour 5 p.m., dinner 
7 p.m.; for tickets call Keith Kralik 419-355-8510.

Saturday — Fulton County Chapter, Ducks Unlimited, annual fund-raising dinner, 
Fulton County Fairgrounds, Junior Fair Building, State Rt. 108, Wauseon; social hour 5:30 
p.m., dinner 7 p.m.; for tickets call Brian Nagy 419-346-0354.

Saturday — Boating education course, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., W.W. Knight Nature Center, 
29530 White Rd., Perrysburg, off State Rt. 65, conducted by Toledo Sail and Power 
Squadron; call Jim Sommers 419-691-7719.

Saturday — Travel circle on Ecuador and the Galapagos, 1 p.m. hike or ski, 2:15 p.m. 
program, with Hostelling International at Oak Openings Preserve Metropark/lodge; also, 
volunteers restore oak savanna, 2 p.m., Oak Openings/Buehner Center porch; call for 
reservations 419-407-9700; also, Sunday, birds on the bay, March lecture series, 2 p.m., 
Pearson Metropark/Macomber Lodge, with Susan Orocz, avian veterinarian; also, March 
4, Friends of Pearson, 7 p.m., Pearson/Packer-Hammersmith Center.

Sunday — Wildlife, live, park district animals, 2 p.m., Sandusky County park district 
headquarters, Countryside Drive off U.S. 6 at U.S. 20 bypass east of Fremont; call the 
parks to register 419-334-4495.

Sunday — Canada Goose Day at Magee Marsh State Wildlife Area, Sportsmen’s Migra-
tory Bird Center, 13229 West State Rt. 2, Oak Harbor; refreshments, Maumee Bay Carvers 
decoys and bird carvings on display, demonstrations; call Magee 419-898-0960.

Sunday — Bowshoot, Canvasback Gun Club, 3801 West Dunbar Rd., Monroe, Mich., 
register 9:30 a.m., 30 3-D targets; call Tom Rudzinski 734-735-0729.

Sunday — Trapshoot, 1 p.m., Sandusky County Sportsmen’s Club, State Rt. 600 east 
of Gibsonburg.

Sunday — Annual wildlife district open houses, noon to 3 p.m., for public review 
and comment on proposed hunting, trapping, and fi shing rules; in northwest Ohio visit 
District 2 headquarters, 952 Lima Ave., Findlay; call 1-800-WILDLIFE, or visit on-line at 
www.wildohio.com; also, March 6, statewide offi cial rules hearing, 9 a.m., Wildlife Dis-
trict 1, 1500 Dublin Rd., Columbus.

Monday — Public trapshoot, 6 p.m., Wolf Creek Sportsmen’s Association, 349 
Teachout Rd., north of State Rt. 2, Curtice, voice-activated traps available; call Rick 
Ferguson, 419-836-5264.

March 4 — Program on tree swallow nest boxes, 12:30 p.m., at Old Woman Creek 
National Estuarine Research Reserve/visitor center, 2514 Cleveland Road East, Huron; 
Dick Tuttle to discuss box design; call the reserve 419-433-4601.

March 4 — Boating education course begins, 6 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays through 
March 20, at Woodville Mall/Elder Beerman concourse, presented by Flotilla 06-09 Ct, 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary; to register call Hank Wasilausky 419-698-4122.

March 8 — Hunter education course, at Gander Mountain, 1320 South Holland-Sylva-
nia Rd.; to register call the store 419-861-4800.

March 8 — Fallen Timbers Chapter, Ducks Unlimited, fourth annual fund raising dinner, 
Maumee Eagles, Illinois Avenue across from former Ford plant; social hour 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner; for tickets call Cornelia Wagener 419-877-0587.

March 8 — Drawing for spring wild turkey hunts for youth and mobility impaired, at 
Lake La Su An State Wildlife Area, Williams County, 9:30 a.m., at area headquarters, 09-
455 Road R, Pioneer, bring valid license; for details call the area offi ce 419-485-9092 or 
Wildlife District 2 419-424-5000.

March 8 and 9 — 30th annual Midwest Fly Fishing Expo, Macomb Community 
College/Sports and Expo Center, 12-Mile and Hays roads, Warren, Mich.; special therapy 
programs, Reeling and Healing and Project Healing Waters; call Michael Matuszewski 
313-235-9993, or Judy Walle 419-327-4146, or visit on-line at www.mffc.org.

Annual dinner
helps Whiteford
Valley’s giving

STEVE POLLICK
OUTDOORS

Sometimes you just do not 
realize or appreciate how much 
heavy lifting is done by local 
chapters of conservation and 
outdoors organizations until 
you see an annual review of 
their work.

The example that illustrates 
the point is the Whiteford Val-
ley Chapter of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation. The 
outfi t is holding its 16th annual 
fund-raising dinner Saturday 
and with it comes a summary of 
chapter activities and donations 
in the year past — the results of 
the fund-raising and volunteer-
ing.

The chapter, for one thing, as-
sists the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources in the trap-
ping and relocating of wild tur-
keys in Monroe County under a 
restoration program. The county 
is home to more than 700 of the 
birds.

Funds from the annual dinner
and other activities have assist-
ed a long list of causes, includ-
ing helping another volunteer 
organization, Waterfowl USA, 
with donations toward restora-
tion of prairie grasses.

The chapter also contributes 
to a winter feeding program in 
northern Michigan, the estab-
lishment of wildlife food plots in 
the county, Boy Scout Troop 734 
in Ottawa Lake, the 4-H shoot-
ing sport program in the county, 
purchase of hunter-safety edu-
cation material, Holiday Camp 
in the county, and the THANKS 
organization in Ida, Mich.

It sponsors the Bud Governo
scholarship for a high school 
senior each year. It helps un-
derwrite other NWTF chapters’ 
work with Wheelin’ Sportsmen 
hunts for mobility impaired 
hunters, sponsors a youth or 
“jakes” day and Women in the 
Outdoors event. It donates food 
during the holiday season.

The chapter donates educa-
tional kits to promote wildlife 
and conservation for fi fth grad-
ers in the county, and it supplies 
free seed for members to plant 
food plots, including lending 
out a planter and cultivator.

So how are they doing so far? 
Pretty impressive, it says here. 
Makes you wonder how these 
member-volunteers  — who 
are the heart and soul chapters 
of Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants 
Forever, Whitetails Unlimited, 
and NWTF, to name a few of the 
principals — have time for their 
daily jobs.

This year the chapter also is 
planning a special hunt for a 
special guest, Tim Berta of Ida, 
who was critically injured a year 
ago in the crash in Atlanta of 

a Bluffton University bus that 
was carrying the school baseball 
team. Berta, 23, a team student-
coach, has been traveling a very 
long road to recovery since.

If you are interested in check-
ing out this chapter up close 
and personal, the Whiteford 
Valley dinner is to be held in 
Dusseau’s Reception Hall, 12200 
Lewis Ave., Temperance, Mich. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

For tickets and other infor-
mation call Jerry Long, 734-
856-2386, or Jack Price, chapter 
president and provider of the 
aforesaid annual review, 734-
856-1214.

In related news on the Ohio 
side of the line, nine wild tur-
key hens were released late last 
week at Resthaven State Wildlife 
Area in Erie County by Ohio Di-
vision of Wildlife crews.

Skip Markland, regional 
director for NWTF-Ohio, at-
tended the release and said 
that it is among the last releases 
in “Turkey Tracks” program 
winds down in the state. The big 
gamebirds now populate every 
county in the state. 

w
One of the last public wild 

game dinners of the season, 
cooked up by the Wolf Creek 
Sportsmen’s Association, is set 
for Saturday at 5:30 p.m. at St. 
Clement’s Community Center, 
2990 Tremainsville Rd. For tick-
ets call Bob Trapp 419-292-1806, 
John Ragland 419-726-7519, 
Sam Schwiefert 419-691-2016, 
or Rick Ferguson 419-836-5264.

w
Last and not least, do not 

forget the wildlife district open 
houses Sunday from noon to 
3 p.m. These are the public’s 
opportunity to review and com-
ment on and ask questions 
about proposed fi sh and game 
rules for 2008-2009.

Northwest Ohio’s meeting 
will be at Wildlife District 2, 952 
Lima Ave., Findlay. For details 
call 1-800-WILDLIFE or District 
2, 419-424-5000.

Contact Steve Pollick at:
spollick@theblade.com

or 419-724-6068.

The ninth-ranked Fighting 
Irish (21-3), who return their 
top seven players from last 
year’s regional fi nal team, will 
battle unranked Lorain Admiral 
King (21-2) in tonight’s 8 o’clock 
semifi nal.

“Admiral King is representa-
tive of what we see in the City 
League from teams like Start or 
Waite,” Irish coach Steve Pfahler 
said. “But, getting through what 
we got through on Saturday, we 
should be well prepared for the 
challenge. We’ve played a real 
tough schedule between the 
City teams and our nonleague 
games. The kids are excited and 
we should be ready to play.”

The only difference in Cen-
tral’s top seven this year is that 
senior forward Katelyn Nowacki 
has replaced classmate and 
2006-07 starter Ashley Frazier in 
this year’s regular starting fi ve.

The Irish are led by 6-1 junior 
forward Brianna Jones, a two-

time All-City fi rst-teamer who 
is averaging 14.3 points and 9.6 
rebounds per game, and senior 
guard Sharise Calhoun, who 
contributes 11.9 points and 3.5 
assists. Calhoun was named to 
this year’s All-CL fi rst team.

Completing the starting fi ve
are senior guard Danielle Lewis 
and Lauren Farell. Senior Paige 
Weaver joins Frazier among 
Pfahler’s top subs along with 
junior Ashley Sujkowki.

Admiral King is making its fi rst 
regional appearance since 1982.

“Hopefully our veteran team 
will play like an experienced 
team should,” Pfahler said. “As
far as preparation goes, at this 
point of the season, you’re more 
concerned with how well you’re 
playing as opposed to relying on 
a scouting report on your oppo-
nent from one or two games.”

Central is making its ninth 
regional appearance under 
Pfahler, who is 354-76 (.823) 
in his 18th season guiding the 
Irish. His 1998, 1999 and 2001 
Central teams reached the state 
semifi nals.

The 6-2 Frazier led the Irish 

to a Division II state volleyball 
championship in the fall. A fi rst-
team All-Ohioan in volleyball, 
she will play that sport at Ala-
bama. Enrollment-wise, Central 
was one girl under the D-I cutoff 
limit for volleyball, but one girl 
over the D-I minimum for girls 
basketball. The Irish boys team 
plays in a D-II basketball district 
semifi nal tomorrow at 6:15 p.m. 
against Lima Shawnee at Bowl-
ing Green Anderson Arena.

If Central’s girls and boys both 
win these next games, each is 
scheduled to play in their re-
spective regional and district fi -
nals on Friday at 7:30 p.m. If that 
happens, Central athletic direc-
tor Bill Axe said the boys game 
will be moved to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
most likely at Perrysburg.

Two other state-ranked teams 
will play in tonight’s 6:15 girls 
regional semifi nal at Norwalk, 
as No. 7 Marion Harding (23-1) 
takes on No. 10 Solon (20-3), 
which won this regional in 2006 
en route to fi nishing as state 
runner-up. 

Harding advanced by beat-
ing Northern Lakes League co-

champ Perrysburg 44-28 in Sat-
urday’s district fi nal in Findlay.

Contact Steve Junga at:
sjunga@theblade.com

or 419-724-6461.

Whiteford boys have 
close call in district

BLISSFIELD, Mich. — Cody 
McCartney scored 16 points, 
grabbed seven rebounds, and hit 
two free throws with less than 20 
seconds remaining in the game 
to give Whiteford (18-3) a 59-58 
victory over Blissfi eld in a Class 
C district opener last night.

Dave Gust led Whiteford in 
scoring with 19 points and also 
had seven boards. Kevin Fischer 
had four steals and fi ve assists.

Logan Winkler led Blissfi eld 
(9-12) with 12 points.

TECUMSEH 56, BEDFORD 38
TEMPERANCE, Mich. — Cam-

eron Walker scored 17 points 
and Paul Walmsley added 14 as 
Tecumseh ousted Bedford in 
Class A.

Mike Walcott and Ricky Right-
nowar each scored nine points 
for the Mules.  

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB

Boston 42 12 .778 –
Toronto 31 24 .564 111/2

New Jersey 25 31 .446 18
Philadelphia 25 32 .439 181/2

New York 17 39 .304 26
Southeast Division

W L Pct GB
Orlando 36 22 .621 –
Washington 27 29 .482 8
Atlanta 22 32 .407 12
Charlotte 19 37 .339 16
Miami 9 44 .170 241/2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Detroit 42 15 .737 –
Cleveland 32 24 .571 91/2

Chicago 22 34 .393 191/2

Indiana 22 35 .386 20
Milwaukee 21 35 .375 201/2

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division
W L Pct GB

San Antonio 38 17 .691 –
New Orleans 37 18 .673 1
Dallas 38 19 .667 1
Houston 36 20 .643 21/2

Memphis 14 42 .250 241/2

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Utah 36 20 .643 –
Denver 33 23 .589 3
Portland 29 27 .518 7
Seattle 15 40 .273 201/2

Minnesota 11 43 .204 24
Pacifi c Division

W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 39 17 .696 –
Phoenix 38 18 .679 1
Golden State 33 22 .600 51/2

Sacramento 26 29 .473 121/2

L.A. Clippers 19 34 .358 181/2

LAST NIGHT
Toronto 102, Indiana 98
Washington 95, New Orleans 92
San Antonio 89, Atlanta 74
Dallas 102, Chicago 94
Detroit 98, Denver 93
Boston at L.A. Clippers, late

SUNDAY
Detroit 116, Phoenix 86
Cleveland 109, Memphis 89
Orlando 112, Sacramento 93
Boston 112, Portland 102
Toronto 115, New York 92
Dallas 99, Minnesota 83
Houston 110, Chicago 97
L.A. Lakers 111, Seattle 91

TONIGHT
Cleveland at Milwaukee, 8
Orlando at New Jersey, 7:30
Sacramento at Miami, 7:30
Phoenix at Memphis, 8
Utah at Minnesota, 8
Washington at Houston, 8:30
Seattle at Golden State, 10:30
Portland at L.A. Lakers, 10:30

Detroit 30 19 24 25 –  98
Denver 28 21 24 20 –  93

DETROIT: Prince 8-15 4-4 20, McDyess 8-13 0-0 
16, Wallace 4-12 0-0 10, Billups 5-12 7-7 20, Hamilton 
8-19 4-4 20, Maxiell 2-6 0-2 4, Stuckey 2-6 2-2 6, 
Hayes 0-3 0-0 0, Johnson 1-1 0-0 2, Affl alo 0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 38-88 17-19 98.

DENVER: Anthony 8-20 6-7 23, Martin 4-10 0-0 8, 
Camby 1-8 2-2 4, Iverson 7-19 12-13 28, Carter 2-6 
0-0 4, Smith 4-14 2-5 13, Najera 2-5 0-0 5, Kleiza 4-7 
0-2 8. Totals 32-89 22-29 93.

Note: 3-point goals — Detroit 5-18 (Billups 3-8, 
Wallace 2-5, Prince 0-1, Hayes 0-2, Hamilton 0-2), 
Denver 7-24 (Smith 3-10, Iverson 2-6, Najera 1-2, An-
thony 1-3, Carter 0-1, Kleiza 0-2). Fouled Out – None. 
Rebounds — Detroit 58 (McDyess 13), Denver 58 
(Camby, Anthony 11). Assists — Detroit 29 (Prince 9), 
Denver 25 (Iverson 7). Total Fouls – Detroit 25, Denver 
14. Technicals — Denver delay of game, Denver de-
fensive three second. A —  17,901 (19,155).

Toronto 19 35 23 25 – 102
Indiana 30 16 31 21 –  98

TORONTO: Moon 4-8 1-2 9, Bosh 7-15 10-10 24, 
Bargnani 1-5 0-0 2, Calderon 2-3 0-0 4, Parker 2-6 3-4 
8, Delfi no 7-9 3-4 23, Ford 6-15 4-6 16, Humphries 2-3 
1-2 5, Kapono 2-6 5-5 9, Nesterovic 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 
34-71 27-33 102.

INDIANA: Dunleavy 8-19 0-0 17, Granger 7-14 2-2 
20, Murphy 5-9 7-7 17, Diener 2-10 1-2 7, Rush 5-11 
0-0 13, Foster 0-3 0-0 0, Daniels 8-12 4-4 20, Harrison 
1-3 0-0 2, Williams 1-6 0-0 2. Totals 37-87 14-15 98.

Rebounds — Toronto 52 (Parker 11), Indiana 42 
(Granger 10). Assists — Toronto 20 (Ford 7), Indiana 
19 (Murphy 7). A —  10,468 (18,345).

Washington 20 21 27 27 –  95
New Orleans 28 24 22 18 –  92

WASHINGTON: Jamison 3-16 4-5 10, Blatche 2-6 
0-0 4, Haywood 4-9 4-6 12, Daniels 4-8 2-2 10, Ste-
venson 11-21 7-7 33, Songaila 2-6 0-0 4, Mason 4-7 
2-2 12, Pecherov 0-1 0-0 0, Young 3-5 2-2 8, McGuire 
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 34-80 21-24 95.

NEW ORLEANS: Stojakovic 4-16 0-0 11, West 
4-11 5-6 13, Chandler 2-4 0-2 4, Paul 10-14 0-1 22, 
Peterson 6-7 3-5 18, Armstrong 1-2 2-5 4, Wells 2-6 

1-2 5, Pargo 3-9 0-0 8, James 3-5 1-1 7, Bowen 0-1 
0-0 0. Totals 35-75 12-22 92.

Rebounds — Washington 43 (Jamison 10), New 
Orleans 56 (Chandler 11). Assists — Washington 11 
(Mason 3), New Orleans 19 (Paul 8). A —  11,289 
(17,200).

Atlanta 16 21 11 26 –  74
San Antonio 5 25 27 32 –  89

ATLANTA: Smith 2-12 2-2 6, Williams 2-9 0-0 4, 
Horford 5-11 2-2 12, Bibby 1-11 0-2 2, Johnson 5-
12 3-4 17, Childress 3-6 1-2 7, Pachulia 4-6 6-8 14, 
S.Stoudamire 2-6 3-4 9, Richardson 1-2 0-0 3, West 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 25-75 17-24 74.

SAN ANTONIO: Bowen 2-5 0-0 5, Duncan 5-9 13-
16 23, Oberto 0-2 0-0 0, Parker 7-16 1-1 15, Ginobili 
4-13 2-2 13, Horry 1-4 0-2 3, D.Stoudamire 1-5 0-0 
3, Finley 4-11 0-0 9, Thomas 2-5 0-0 4, Udoka 4-4 
1-2 10, Vaughn 0-0 0-0 0, Bonner 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 
32-76 17-23 89.

Rebounds — Atlanta 58 (Horford, Smith 13), San 
Antonio 49 (Duncan 10). Assists — Atlanta 17 (John-
son, Bibby 5), San Antonio 22 (Parker 9). A —  18,113 
(18,797).

Chicago 14 29 23 28 –  94
Dallas 29 24 23 26 – 102

CHICAGO: Deng 3-9 4-6 10, Thomas 3-8 3-4 9, 
Noah 2-4 0-2 4, Hinrich 0-2 0-0 0, Sefolosha 3-8 3-4 
10, Gooden 7-15 3-3 17, Gordon 9-20 5-5 25, Hughes 
4-11 5-5 14, Nocioni 2-6 0-0 5. Totals 33-83 23-29 94.

DALLAS: Jo.Howard 6-19 2-2 16, Nowitzki 10-19 
6-6 29, Dampier 3-6 0-0 6, Kidd 5-7 0-1 11, Terry 5-10 
1-2 11, Stackhouse 7-11 6-6 23, George 0-0 0-0 0, 
Bass 2-7 0-0 4, Allen 1-2 0-0 2, Barea 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
39-81 15-17 102.

Rebounds — Chicago 49 (Deng 9), Dallas 51 
(Dampier 16). Assists — Chicago 13 (Gordon 4), Dal-
las 21 (Kidd 8). A —  20,340 (20,468).

Leaders
Scoring

G FG FT PTS AVG
James, Clev. 50 536 363 1507 30.1
Bryant, LAL 56 525 410 1557 27.8
Iverson, Den. 55 475 456 1462 26.6
Anthony, Den. 50 475 321 1309 26.2
Wade, Mia. 44 381 309 1088 24.7
Stoudemire, Phoe. 53 457 340 1258 23.7
Jefferson, N.J. 56 428 410 1315 23.5
Redd, Mil. 46 353 274 1068 23.2
Nowitzki, Dall. 56 446 357 1293 23.1
Bosh, Tor. 49 376 359 1114 22.7
Davis, G.S. 55 424 241 1211 22.0
Yao, Hou. 55 432 345 1209 22.0
Maggette, LAC 44 294 338 966 22.0
Howard, Orl. 58 431 404 1266 21.8
Boozer, Utah 55 495 195 1185 21.5
Jamison, Wash. 55 435 226 1177 21.4
Jefferson, Minn. 54 479 194 1152 21.3
Carter, N.J. 51 379 240 1058 20.7
Ginobili, S.A. 49 313 271 1016 20.7
Crawford, N.Y. 55 398 226 1140 20.7

Rebounds
G OFF DEF TOT AVG

Howard, Orl. 58 213 627 840 14.5
Camby, Den. 52 172 565 737 14.2
Kaman, LAC 47 147 480 627 13.3
Chandler, N.O. 51 220 407 627 12.3
Jefferson, Minn. 54 218 425 643 11.9
Duncan, S.A. 50 163 416 579 11.6
Okafor, Char. 56 197 422 619 11.1

Boozer, Utah 55 141 454 595 10.8
Yao, Hou. 55 172 422 594 10.8
Jamison, Wash. 55 161 408 569 10.3

Assists
G AST AVG

Nash, Phoe. 55 629 11.4
Paul, N.O. 52 561 10.8
Kidd, Dall. 54 567 10.5
Williams, Utah 56 542 9.7
Calderon, Tor. 54 478 8.9
Tinsley, Ind. 39 326 8.4
Davis, G.S. 55 439 8.0
James, Clev. 50 377 7.5
Iverson, Den. 55 403 7.3

NBA Today

SUNS BURNT
Rasheed Wallace scored 22 points 

in 26 minutes to lead six Detroit play-
ers in double fi gures, and the Pistons 
embarrassed Shaquille O’Neal and 
the rest of the Phoenix Suns 116-
86 on Sunday. Detroit easily ended 
the Suns’ 11-game winning streak 
against Eastern Conference foes. 
Phoenix lost to a team from the East 
for only the third time in 25 tries this 
season. Phoenix’s previous worst 
loss was 22 points, 108-86 at Utah 
on Jan. 10.
NEW FACES, NEW PLACES
LeBron James scored 25 points 

and had 11 assists while all four 
players acquired in Thursday’s 
blockbuster trade contributed, lead-
ing Cleveland past Memphis 109-89 
Sunday night. Ben Wallace scored 
12 points, tying his season high, 
and had 10 rebounds, while Delonte 
West, scored fi ve points with six as-
sists. The other two players picked 
up in the deal, forward Joe Smith and 
guard Wally Szczerbiak, came off the 
bench late in the fi rst quarter. Smith 
scored 14 points while Szczerbiak 
had 10. ... Chicago got signifi cant 
playing time from Drew Gooden and 
Larry Hughes in their fi rst game since 
being traded from Cleveland. Cedric 
Simmons, also acquired in the trade 
had two points in about two minutes 
of play. Hughes started strong and 
fi nished with 13 points. Gooden 
fi nished with 12 points and eight re-
bounds. In his debut with the Rock-
ets, Bobby Jackson scored 11 of 
his 14 points in the second half and 
helped Houston to its 12th straight 
win, a 110-97 victory over the Chi-
cago Bulls on Sunday night.

Central 
Continued from Page 1

NBA

PISTONS 98
NUGGETS 93

The Pistons’ Chauncey Billups tries to get by the Nuggets’ Anthony Carter during the fi rst quar-
ter in Denver. Billups scored 20 points. Each of Detroit’s starters fi nished in double fi gures.
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