
She suspects that the mall fell 
victim to competition from new 
shopping centers in the suburbs. 
Whatever the reason, store clos-
ings at City Center Mall left few 
places to shop downtown, Ms. 
Mattey said.

Some Columbus residents 
 trace  the area’s decline to the 
opening eight years ago of 
Nationwide Arena, host to Co-
lumbus Blue Jackets National 
Hockey League games and other 
events. The surrounding Arena 
District, a mile north of the 
downtown center, has drawn ac-
tivity away from the Statehouse 
area, they complain. 

Others say the deterioration 
began long before the arena was 
built in 2000 for $150 million by 
hometown company Nation-
wide Insurance.

The size and reach of down-
town, which occupies 2.2 square 
miles and is touted as one of 
the biggest downtowns in the 
nation, complicates restoration 
efforts, say some people who 
work there.

“It needs serious work,” Ian
Boyland, manager of Barley’s 
Brewing Co. in the North Market 
District, said of the city core. 

Events at the restored Ohio 
Theater and other venues help 
draw people some nights, he 
noted. Otherwise, “there’s no 
reason to go down there,” Mr. 
Boyland said. 

Moving downtown
The area has received a boost 

from people moving downtown. 
More than 2,800 apartments and 
condos were created or started 
between 2002 and 2006 in 
downtown, the Short North, and 
German Village, according to a 
study by  Danter Co., a Columbus 
real estate consultant. Projects 
include the former Seneca Ho-
tel, which was converted to 77 
apartment units.

The downtown population, 
which stood at 6,200 in 2000, has 
been climbing gradually after 
plummeting for three decades, 
said boosters, who said they 
aren’t sure of the exact count 
now.

Condo developers include Jack 
Hoopes of Columbus’ Spectrum 
Properties, who hit two home 
runs before his current project. 
Buyers led by young profession-
als and empty nesters snapped 
up 120 units in six months in the 
earlier complexes.

But at Cityview at Third, 21 
of the 48 units, priced from 
$220,000 to $325,000, were un-
sold a year after completion. 

Mr. Hoopes has no plans to 
build more condos soon. “The 
market is going to have to get 
better,” he said.

Said Greg Thomas, a sales 
agent with CB Richard Ellis in 
downtown Columbus: “Residen-
tial in downtown is hurting very 
bad right now.”

Mr. Hoopes said costs of 
buying and renovating vintage 
buildings downtown is too high 
to allow him to sell condos at 
$150,000 to $200,000, as many 
activists want.

Similarly, he has looked at a 
few buildings in downtown To-
ledo but concluded the market 
wasn’t strong enough to allow 
him to turn a profi t.

Downtown rehabilitation ef-
forts in Columbus aren’t jeop-
ardized by the real estate crash, 
insisted Bill Webster, economic 
development administrator.

‘It’s cyclical’
“It’s cyclical, but over time it 

will be fi ne,” he said of down-
town housing.

Developers have pumped $2 
billion into downtown condos, 

apartments, and offi ce buildings 
since 2003, he added. “We’ve
gone from little residential to 
5,000 condos or apartments 
units built or in the pipeline.”

And he predicted that retailers 
will return as more people move 
to the city core.

One sign of downtown prog-
ress, he asserted, is the falling 
offi ce vacancy rate. Once above 
20 percent, it improved to 14 
percent by the end of last year, 
according to estimates from CB 
Richard Ellis. With 10.5 million 
square feet — equal to Toledo’s 
32-story Fifth Third Center at 
One SeaGate tower copied 15 
times — downtown Columbus 
has nearly twice as much space 
as downtown Toledo.

Offi cials say the vacancy de-
cline is attributed to two factors: 
job creation and conversion of 
lower-end offi ce buildings into 
housing.

City offi cials say they have 
attracted 2,200 jobs to the city 
core during the past fi ve years 
through a program that returns 
half of municipal income taxes 
 paid to employers relocating 

 downtown. The municipal of-
fi cials’ estimate contrasts with 
U.S. Census Bureau reports 
showing that private-sector em-
ployment in the downtown im-
provement districts, established 
by merchants under Ohio law, 
fell by 12,000, to 62,761 between 
2000 and 2005. But the Census 
report doesn’t include govern-
ment employees, who make up 
a large share of workers in down-
town Columbus.

It is unclear how many people 
government agencies employ 
downtown. In metro Columbus 
overall, there are 158,000 gov-
ernment employees in a work-
force of 946,000, according to 
the U.S. Labor Department. 

Businesses fall slightly
And, although the Census 

Bureau reports a 16 percent de-
cline in employment downtown 
during the fi ve-year period, it 
said the number of businesses 

has dropped only 2 percent to 
2,700. That could mean that the 
work force losses were caused 
by personnel cuts more than by 
company fl ight. 

The nonprofi t Columbus 
Downtown Development Corp. 
counts 100,000 downtown 
workers, including government 
employees.

Several projects are in the 
works to make downtown more 
attractive to businesses and 
residents. They include a new 
minor-league baseball fi eld to be 
ready next year near Nationwide 
Arena; a proposed $103 million 
streetcar line that would con-
nect downtown to the campus 
of Ohio State University, and a 
mile-long downtown park con-
nected to the Scioto River.

The abandoned Lazarus De-
partment Store was converted 
to offi ces and retail space at a 
cost of $80 million in a project 
completed this year. Nearly all 
offi ces are full, many with state 
of Ohio employees. Storefronts 
on the ground fl oor have not 
been leased, however. 

Ken Danter, a real estate 
consultant who has studied 
housing in downtown Colum-
bus, predicted that condos and 
apartments will continue to fuel 
downtown revitalization.

And not all construction has 
been in downtown fringe neigh-
borhoods, he said. The Arena 
District, a 95-acre collection of 
shops and restaurants adjoining 
Short North that once housed 
the Ohio Penitentiary, has re-
ceived about 200 apartments 
and condos in recent years.  

And although the area around 

the Statehouse is quiet after of-
fi ces empty, nearby neighbor-
hoods buzz with activity.

Short North is among the city’s 
hottest neighborhoods.

‘A very livable city’
Mr. Meermans, the Internet 

marketing executive, lives in 
nearby German Village, often 

bicycles to work downtown, and 
socializes in the cafes and res-
taurants of Short North.

“Columbus is a very livable 
city,” said the 2004 Ohio Univer-
sity graduate.

More than a million people 
a year patronize North Market, 
off Spruce Street near North 
High Street. A larger — and 
more successful — version of 
downtown Toledo’s Erie Street
Market, North Market is operat-
ing subsidy-free for the fi rst time 
this year after receiving about 
$22,000 from the city annually 
for years, city offi cials say. 

Angelo Edwards quit his job 
as a mail handler with the U.S. 
Postal Service to operate a fi sh
market in the giant food-and-
gift bazaar close to Short North. 

“We do fairly decent,” he said. 
“Sales are down from two years 
ago. Some people are watching 
their money. But most people 
who live in this area are pretty 
affl uent.”

Susan Eskin, a retired com-
puter software executive, was 
shopping for fi sh to serve at a 
Kentucky Derby party for 70. She 
and her husband, a physician, 
live in suburban New Albany.

“We’re downtown a couple 
times a week at least,” she said. 
“We have friends who are mov-
ing downtown from the suburbs. 
It’s thriving.” 

Contact Gary Pakulski at:
gpakulski@theblade.com

or 419-724-6082.
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Federal Lifeline Notice
Alltel customers may be eligible to receive monthly reduced 
rate telecommunications service under the Federal Lifeline and 
Link-Up programs if they satisfy applicable eligibility criteria.

If you think you qualify, please visit your local retail store 
or alltel.com/lifeline for further information.

Alltel offers Lifeline/Link-Up service only in areas where the 
company has been designated Eligible Telecommunications 
Carrier status. Alltel offers toll blocking/limitation at no charge 
to qualifying low income customers.

As an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier, Alltel offers 
the following services in accordance with CFR 54.101 
in both Lifeline and non-Lifeline service offerings:
• Voice grade access to the public switched network
• Flat rated local exchange service
• Dual tone multi frequency signaling
• Single party service
• Access to 911 emergency services
• Access to operator services
• Access to long distance service
• Access to directory assistance
• Toll blocking to qualifying low income customers

Moisture in Windows?
GET THE FOG OUT

Save your windows. Save your money!

1-419-470-6205
www.getthefogout.com

““Read to

CASH IN
OLD JEWELRY
Estate Jewelry Buyer

Costume Gold Silver Platinum Diamonds
Mon.-Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-3 • 6455 Monroe St.

Will apartment values
double again in 25 years?
At 3% inflation rates, consumer prices will double within 25 years.

At 3% rates of appreciation, a $1,000,000 real estate asset will
double in value within 25 years. The capital gain on that asset will
be $1,000,000 - an average capital gain of $40,000 per year.

Go to www.noneman.com to view investments for sale or call
Noneman Real Estate Company at 800-443-1298 Code 120.

Apartment Specialists | Investors | Brokers | Managers
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OHIO LOTTERY
(Day) Pick 3...496 Pick 4...7935
(Night) Pick 3...775 Pick 4...1966
Rolling Cash 5: 2, 6, 12, 32, 37
Ten-Oh (day): 13, 21, 22, 25, 28, 
36, 38, 39, 42, 43, 44, 45, 47, 53, 
56, 61, 66, 72, 74, 78
Ten-Oh (night): 5, 8, 11, 18, 19, 24, 
30, 34, 35, 42, 47, 51, 52, 55, 56, 
58, 62, 66, 67, 80
Mega Millions: 10, 22, 36, 50, 53
Mega Ball: 39
Kicker: 503730

MICHIGAN LOTTERY
Midday...411 Midday 4...4049
Daily Game...857 Daily 4...7938
Fantasy 5:     4, 8, 29, 30, 33
Keno: 1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 13, 14, 28, 37, 
39, 41, 44, 48, 50, 53, 55, 59, 66, 
67, 73, 74, 76

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CLEVELAND — The Ohio 
Lottery’s Classic Lotto jack-
pot for tonight  will be $23.8 
million because no ticket in 
Monday’s $23.6 million game 
had the numbers drawn (2, 6, 
24, 25, 28, 40).

Ohio lotto at $23.8M
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Downtown district

Toledo

Columbus

Near-downtown neighborhoods including 
Short North thrive while the Statehouse area 
struggles.

DOWNTOWN COLUMBUS

1

Susan Eskin shops at The Fish Guys store inside North Market, a more successful version of the Erie Street Market in Toledo.

THE BLADE/LORI KING

Columbus’ skyline is bright at night, but most people have gone home from their day jobs.

THE BLADE/LORI KING

Columbus 
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concerns that the selection 
process had been politicized. 

While the inspector general 
 said he wasn’t able to prove
that offi cials intentionally 
singled out applicants, he said 
his investigators had found 
enough of a pattern to indi-
cate that political or ideologi-
cal affi liations were  weighed 
in 2002 and 2006. As a result 
of actions by Mr. Elston and 
Ms. McDonald in 2006, “many 
qualifi ed candidates” were 
weeded out, he concluded.

Mr. Fine concluded that the 
pair had committed miscon-
duct, but he didn’t fi nd any 
violation of criminal law. At-
torneys for Mr. Elston and Ms. 
McDonald didn’t immediately 
return calls requesting com-
ment. Both resigned last year.

In a statement yesterday, 
 Attorney General Michael 
Mukasey said he’d follow 
Mr. Fine’s recommendations 
for improving the selection 
process, and the department 
had begun to make changes 
last year. 

“I have also made clear, 
and will continue to make 
clear, that the consideration 
of political affi liations in the 
hiring of career department 
employees is impermissible 
and unacceptable,” Mr. Mu-
kasey said.

The report is the fi rst  of a 
series of inspector general 
investigations that arose after 
the department’s controver-
sial fi rings of nine U.S. attor-
neys in 2006.

 Investigators are probing 
 whether those fi rings were 
prompted by partisan politi-
cal reasons, whether former 
Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales and his aides misled 
Congress, and whether civil 
rights and voting rights cases 
were politicized.

Investigators have not said 
 whether former Gonzales aide 
Monica Goodling violated the 
law. She testifi ed to Congress 
that she “crossed the lines” by 
applying political litmus tests 
to career candidates. Among 
other things, she considered 
whether job seekers had 
campaigned for or donated to 
President Bush or were mem-
bers of the Federalist Society, a 
conservative legal group.

Democrats said  yesterday’s 
report confi rmed their suspi-
cions that the Bush Adminis-
tration improperly politicized 
the department. “Yet again, 
the department has been put-
ting politics where it doesn’t 
belong,” House Judiciary 
Chairman John Conyers (D., 
Mich.) said in a statement. “It
appears the politicization at 
Justice was so pervasive that 
even interns had to pass a 
partisan litmus test.” 

  Mr. Fine said he found no 
evidence that offi cials had 
considered political affi liation 
from 2003 through 2005.

That seemed  to change in 
2006 under Mr. Gonzales, ac-
cording to Mr. Fine’s report. 
Employees “were shocked and 
upset” after a large number of 
applicants were weeded out.

Ms. McDonald, who an-
swered to Mr. Elston, seemed 
 to be screening out left-lean-
ing candidates by searching 
Google or personal MySpace 
Web accounts. She noted if  an 
applicant opposed the admin-
istration’s stance on policies 
such as Guantanamo.   

At times, offi cials raised 
questions.   Peter Keisler, then 
the civil division’s assistant 
attorney general,  asked Mr. 
Elston why one candidate had 
been cut despite being a top 
student at Harvard. Mr. Keisler 
said employees thought that 
the applicant might have been 
cut because of paralegal work 
 for Planned Parenthood.

Others defended the  pro-
cess, saying it   was designed 
to balance a perception that 
more liberals had been hired 
under President Bill Clinton. 

Justice 
Continued from Page 1
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