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BETHESDA, Md. — Steve 
Marino used to consider it a 
treat the few times he played 
Congressional as a teenager. 
It was a thrill yesterday to play 
bogey-free in the fi rst round of 
the AT&T National and shoot 5-
under 65 for a one-shot lead.

Marino, who grew up a half-
hour away in Fairfax, Va., birdied 
three of his opening four holes, 
never had a par putt longer than 
fi ve feet and fi nished off his 
round with an eight-foot birdie 
to be in the lead after any round 
for only the second time in his 
career.

“I played a bunch of junior 
golf growing up here, all over the 
D.C. area, so it feels great to get 
off to this good start,” Marino 
said. “And I’m looking forward to 
the rest of the week.”

It’s already been a big week for 
Jeff Overton and Frank Lickliter, 
who were among those at 66.

Overton had missed six of his 
last seven cuts, working harder 
than ever with nothing to show 
for it, until the 36-hole qualifi er
Monday outside Detroit for the 
British Open. He was the med-
alist, earning his fi rst trip to a 

major.
“It just carried over from 

there,” he said.
Lickliter, whose wife gave 

birth to twin sons in January, 
took them to Christ Church in 
Georgetown to have Storm and 
Steel christened.

“It was fantastic,” he said. “We
celebrated all day, so there went 
practice on Wednesday.”

But it must have been inspira-
tional for Lickliter, who had not 
made a cut in his last six tourna-
ments dating to the EDS Byron 
Nelson Championship. After 
four birdies on his front nine, he 
recovered from a pair of bogeys 
with consecutive birdies, includ-
ing a 5-iron that was among the 
best he ever hit.

He hit a big drive on the 522-
yard sixth hole, converted to a 
par 4 for this tournament, then 
hit a 5-iron from 210 yards over
the water to about 12 feet from 
the fl ag.

“Best shot I’ve hit in the last 
four years,” he said.

Rod Pampling and Bob Estes 
also were at 66, while the large 
group at 67 including Anthony 
Kim and Notah Begay III, a 
teammate of Tiger Woods at 

Stanford who received one of the 
sponsor exemptions.

Woods, the tournament host 
and star attraction on the PGA 
Tour, is out for the rest of the 
year recovering from knee sur-
gery. Yesterday’s attendance in 
gorgeous weather was 17,000, 
which was 1,345 fewer than last 
year when the AT&T National 
made its debut.

It didn’t look that big, perhaps 
because the fans were scattered 
among various groups.

Among the most vocal were 
following Marino, which doesn’t 
happen to him anywhere else on 
the PGA Tour.

“I got some crazy friends 

that came out to watch me this 
week,” he said. “And today, I 
think it’s safe to say it was prob-
ably going to be the mildest day, 
especially if I keep playing well. I 
know tomorrow is July 4th, and 
I’m teeing off in the afternoon. 
So that gives them plenty of time 
to get looped up.

“They’re rowdy, but it defi -
nitely feels good to have them 
out there supporting me.”

Defending champion K.J. Choi 
was among 34 players who shot 
in the 60s. Choi had a 68.

Fred Couples, who took 
over Woods’ duties as host on 
Wednesday during opening cer-
emonies, shot a 71.
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Olympic gold medalist Paul 
Hamm is back doing what he 
does best.

Hamm tumbled on fl oor and 
did some work on pommel horse 
and high bar yesterday after an 
X-ray showed the broken bone 
in his right hand had healed 
enough to withstand doing gym-
nastics again. He has a little over
fi ve weeks to get ready for the 
Beijing Games.

“I’m very, very encouraged 
today,” coach Miles Avery said. 
“I can fi nally breathe a sigh of 
relief. Wow, I’m fi nally seeing 
him do real gymnastics, and it 
feels good.” 

Hamm, an Ohio State grad, 
was a little tentative at fi rst as 
he tried skills and maneuvers he 
hadn’t done since breaking the 
hand May 22 in the closing sec-
onds of his parallel bars routine 

at the national championships.
But his confi dence grew the 

longer the workout went on, 
Avery said.

“You just don’t know what 
you’re going to be able to do,” 

Avery said. “He 
was tremendously 
encouraged by the 
time he left the 
gym. Much more 
relaxed.” 

Dr. Lawrence 
Lubbers, the hand 
specialist who op-
erated on Hamm 
in Columbus, is 
also going to be in 

the gym today to go through ev-
ery skill in every routine, letting 
Hamm know which ones he can 
do now and which ones he still 
needs to hold off on.

“We don’t want him doing a 
lot of grasp-and-release type of 

things, where he has to go free in 
the air and grab with the hand. 
There’s a few things like that I 
don’t want him to do yet,” Lub-
bers said.

But the break has healed 
enough that the risk of reinjury 
is small, Lubbers said.

Lubbers used a titanium plate 
and nine small screws to repair 
the break during a May 27 oper-
ation, and Hamm did intensive 
physical therapy to help reduce 
swelling and maintain his fl ex-
ibility and range of motion.

“You can still see the haze of 
the fracture line, but the healing 
has defi nitely improved and it 
defi nitely looks stable to take the 
force needed” for gymnastics, 
Lubbers said.

“You can undo it, and it is pos-
sible with some of these maneu-
vers he’s doing or the amount 
of force,” Lubbers added. “But I 

think it’s a very, very low prob-
ability.” 

The bigger concern now, Lub-
bers said, is getting Hamm back 
to the shape he was in when he 
broke the hand.

Hamm is the only American 
man to win the world (2003) and 
Olympic (2004) all-around titles. 
Despite a 2½-year layoff after 
Athens — unheard of in elite 
gymnastics — he had fi rmly es-
tablished himself as a contender 
for gold again in Beijing. He won 
every competition he entered 
and, even with the injury, fi n-
ished the fi rst day of nationals 
with an almost four-point lead.

Hamm has 2½ weeks before 
the July 19 training camp where 
he — and the other fi ve mem-
bers of the team — must show 
they are physically ready to 
compete in Beijing. Hamm was 
diligent in conditioning work, 
and he has said he hopes that 
will make it easier for him to get 
back into competitive shape.

He had been a week to 10 
days ahead of schedule in his 
recovery from surgery. But this 
is a new phase of recovery, Lub-
bers said.

“We have to almost start the 
clock over now,” he said. 

Still, just being able to do 
gymnastics again is a huge step 
forward.

“You could just kind of see 
him light up when he was look-
ing at the X-ray,” Lubbers said. 

MORGAN WARNED: Gym-
nast Morgan Hamm, who was 
selected for his third Olympic 
team last month, received a 
warning for getting a prescribed 
anti-infl ammatory shot without 
the proper clearance from anti-
doping authorities.

The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency 
said Hamm tested positive May 
24 at the U.S. gymnastics cham-
pionships for a glucocortico
steroid, a cortisone-like drug 
that is only allowed during com-
petitions with an exemption. 

tJuly 4, 1988: Toledoans 11th in ABC tourney: The 
Toledo Ansberg-West Mortuary team No. 2 fi nished 11th 
in the 1988 American Bowling Congress championship 
tournament in Jacksonville. Team bowlers included Dick 
Selgo, Joe Veres, Allie Clarke, Terry Baker and Scott 
Hartsel. They combined for a 3060 series and collected 
$3,200.

tJuly 4, 1978: Cleveland’s Alexander 
AL player of the week: Gary Alexan-
der of the Cleveland Indians was named 
American League player of the week for 
his performance last week, the league 
announced. The catcher-designated hitter, 
recently acquired from the Oakland A’s,
batted .303 last week with 10 hits in 33 
at-bats. He had four home runs, a double 
and a triple, 25 total bases and 10 RBIs.

tJuly 4, 1968: McLain captures 15th win, Cash 
homers, Tigers win: Detroit’s Norm Cash, booed 
roundly for a fi elding lapse which let a run score, re-
sponded with a two-run homer in the sixth inning as 
the Tigers defeated California 5-2. Right-hander Denny 
McLain, winningest pitcher in the American League, 
posted his 15th victory against just two losses, beating 
California for the third time this season.
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ON DECK:
Mud Hens return home
Tomorrow in The Blade

toledoblade.com
Local sports coverage available at 
www.toledoblade.com/sports TIMEOUT

‘I will 
donate all 

my portion 
[of the prize 

money], I 
want to do 
as much as 

I can.’
Wimbledon semifi nalist 

Zheng Jie, who said she will 
use her prize money to help 
the earthquake victims in her 
home province of Sichuan. 
Zheng is the fi rst wild card 
to reach the last four in the 

Wimbledon women’s singles 
and the fi rst Chinese in a 
grand slam semifi nal. She 
lost to Serena Williams.

Cindy Millen of 
Toledo is one of the 
only two offi cials from 
the United States to be 
chosen to offi ciate in 
the swimming competi-
tion at the 2008 Para-
lympic Games in Beijing 
from Sept. 9-16.

Millen will be one 
of the starters. Mark 
Rieniets, the other U.S. 
offi cial chosen, will be 
chief judge of stroke.

QUOTABLE: NOTABLE:FROM THE BLADE ARCHIVES:

ON THE AIR THIS WEEKEND:
All times are p.m. unless noted

TODAY
EVENT TIME TV RADIO

BASEBALL

Washington at Cincinnati 1 Fox/O
Detroit at Seattle 4 Fox/D 1470, 96.1
Columbus at Toledo 7 BCSN 1230
Cleveland at Minnesota 7 STO 1370
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis 8 WGN
TENNIS

Wimbledon: Men’s semifi nals 7 a.m. ESPN2
Wimbledon: Men’s semifi nals Noon 24, 4
TRACK & FIELD

U.S. Olympic Trials 11 USA
SWIMMING

U.S. Olympic Trials 8 24, 4
GOLF

Champions: Dick’s Sp. Goods Open 1 Golf
PGA: AT&T National 3 Golf
AUTO RACING

Daytona 250 qualifying 1 ESPN2
Coke Zero 400 qualifying 4 Speed
Daytona 250 8 ESPN2

TOMORROW
BASEBALL

Boston at N.Y. Yankees 3:30 36, 2
Columbus at Toledo 7 BCSN 1230
Cleveland at Minnesota 7 STO 1370
Washington at Cincinnati 7 Fox/O
Toronto at L.A. Angels 9 9
Detroit at Seattle 10 Fox/D 1470, 96.1
TENNIS

Wimbledon: Women’s fi nal 9 a.m. 24, 4
TRACK & FIELD

U.S. Olympic Trials 5 24, 4
SWIMMING

U.S. Olympic Trials 8 24, 4
AUTO RACING

NASCAR: Coke Zero 400 8 TNT 1370
GOLF

Champions: Dick’s Sp. Goods Open 1 Golf
LPGA: NW Arkansas Champ. 1:30 11
PGA: AT&T National 3 11
HORSE RACING

United Nations 6 ESPN2
ARENA FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

Colorado at San Jose 3 ESPN
New York at Philadelphia 7 ESPN
VOLLEYBALL

Men: AVP Slam Boulder 3 24, 4
CYCLING

Tour de France Noon Versus

SUNDAY
BASEBALL

Washington at Cincinnati 1 Fox/O
Cleveland at Minnesota 2 STO 1370
Oakland at Chicago White Sox 2 WGN
All-Star Game Selection Show 2 TBS
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis 3 TBS
Toronto at L.A. Angels 3:30 CBC
Detroit at Seattle 4 Fox/D 1470, 96.1
Scranton at Toledo 6:30 BCSN 1230
Boston at N.Y. Yankees 8 ESPN 1470
TENNIS

Wimbledon: Men’s fi nal 9 a.m. 24, 4
OLYMPIC TRIALS

Track & Field, Swimming 7 24, 4
GOLF

Champions: Dick’s Sp. Goods Open 1 Golf
LPGA: NW Arkansas Champ. 1 11
PGA: AT&T National 3 11
ARENA FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

Grand Rapids at Chicago 3 ESPN
WNBA

San Antonio at Washington 1 13, 7
AUTO RACING

IndyCar at the Glen 3:30 13, 7
VOLLEYBALL

Women: AVP Slam Boulder 4:30 24, 4
CYCLING

Tour de France Noon Versus

GOLF

Dick Selgo
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“GIANT”
MID SEASON SALE!

Demo SaleDemo Sale
Drivers $100 OffDrivers $100 Off
Fairways $50 OffFairways $50 Off
Hybrids $35 OffHybrids $35 Off

Srixon BallsSrixon Balls
$19.99 a Doz.$19.99 a Doz.

Free TowelFree Towel

FJ GloveFJ Glove
w/Ball markerw/Ball marker

$9.99$9.99

Hybrid Hybrid 
MetalwoodsMetalwoods
From $39.99From $39.99

FJ Ladies FJ Ladies 
Golf ShoesGolf Shoes

$39.99$39.99 FJ Men’s FJ Men’s 
Golf ShoesGolf Shoes

$39.99$39.99

Ping Bags Ping Bags 
X-TRAX-TRA
$20 off$20 off

Ecco Men’s Ecco Men’s 
Golf shoesGolf shoes

$109$109

Callaway Callaway 
ShirtsShirts
$29.99$29.99

Bag Boy Bag Boy 
3-Wheel Push Cart3-Wheel Push Cart

$99$99Custom Golf Custom Golf 
TowelsTowels
$9.99$9.99

TONIGHT AT 6:30
ONLY ON

vs.
COLUMBUS
CLIPPERS

T H E  B L A D E ,  T O L E D O ,  O H I O  y F R I D A Y , J U L Y  4 ,  2 0 0 8S E C T I O N  D ,  P A G E  2

NEXT 3 GAMES:

TOLEDO MUD HENS

Friday  Columbus 7 BCSN
Saturday  Columbus 7 BCSN
Sunday  Scranton 6:30 BCSN
DETROIT TIGERS

Friday at Seattle   4:10 Fox/D
Saturday at Seattle  10:10 Fox/D
Sunday at Seattle  4:10 Fox/D
CLEVELAND INDIANS

Friday at  Minnesota 7:10 STO
Saturday at  Minnesota 7:10 48/58
Sunday at  Minnesota 2:10 48/58

GYMNASTICS

Marino leads after 
bogey-free round

Steve Marino, who played Congressional as a teenager, shot a 
5-under 65 yesterday to lead the AT&T National by one shot.

REUTERS

Hamm beams during Olympic workouts

Hamm
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