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As county fairs go, the one 
that kicks off its 150th year this 
week in Lucas County is not the 
biggest, oldest, or most well-at-
tended in northwest Ohio.

Yet one unique distinction 
the Lucas County Fair could 
claim is that it is the region’s 
most urbanized: farmland 
surroundings long gave way 
to subdivisions of houses and 
apartments; the family barn 
became a two-car garage.

And being what insiders call a 
“city fair” is not so benefi cial for 
bringing in large numbers of ag-
ricultural and livestock exhibits 
— two enduring mainstays of 
county fair culture.

When it comes to attendance 

numbers, a sore spot in recent 
years, the fact of the matter for 
fair board President Dave Pruss  
is there are now  too many other 
nearby festivals and summer 
events for the fair to capture at-
tention as it did in yesteryear.

The fair attracted more than 

100,000 annual visitors in the 
early 1980s. Last year, it drew 
about 40,000.

In contrast, the rural Fulton 
County Fair counted a record 
281,091 visitors last year when 
its own 150th anniversary cel-
ebration dominated local com-

munity calendars. 
“Back then you didn’t have all 

the entertainment in the Toledo 
area going on,” Mr. Pruss said. 
“It’s rough competition when 
you’re in a city fair.”  

But city-slicker life hasn’t 
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NORTHERN EXPOSURE
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A delegation of Republican congressmen visits the village 
of Kaktovic in northern Alaska today to promote oil drilling 
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Supporters say 
ANWR would boost the domestic national oil supply, while
affecting a total of 2,000 acres out of the 19-million-acre 
refuge. Opponents say the ecological damage would not 

be worth the supply 
of new oil. ANWR is 
about the size of 
South Carolina.

Estimates indicate that 10.6 billion barrels of oil lie beneath 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, and as much as 
750,000 barrels could be pumped from there daily.

‘NATIONAL ENERGY TOUR’ VISITS ARCTIC WILDLIFE REFUGE

 By TOM TROY
BLADE POLITICS WRITER

W
hen 10 Republican 
congressmen — 9 
of them freshmen 
facing a crucial re-

election in November — set 
boots on tundra today in Alaska, 
they’ll meet with native villagers 
who will likely agree with them 
on the need to drill for oil in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

But political opponents and 
environmentalists say the GOP 
journey to one of America’s 
northernmost outposts is a 
“junket” and a “public relations 
stunt.”

The Republicans, includ-
ing  Reps. Bob Latta of Bowling 
Green and Jim Jordan of Ur-

bana, Ohio, say the trip is a fact-
fi nding mission. But they also 
admit it’s an effort to generate 
public support for expanding 
America’s domestic supply of oil 
by drilling in the known reserves 
of ANWR.

Several residents of the small 
native village of Kaktovik who 

were contacted by The Blade 
Friday by telephone said the 
majority of the residents lean in 
favor of drilling for oil because 
of the economic benefi t it would 
bring their community.

“More people support it here 
than don’t,” said Adam Linn, 
administrator for the Kaktovik 

Inupiat Corporation.
“We don’t care for environ-

mentalists. We’ve got our own 
criteria. As long as the animals 
are not harmed and we can still 
hunt them, that’s fi ne,” Mr. Linn 
said. 

“A gallon of milk costs $9 here. 

Natives support
Republican goal 
of drilling for oil

See ALASKA, Page 4
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Lucas County Fair marks its 150th year
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Cori Plocek, 18, 
far right, prac-
tices walking 
a fair animal 
at her home in 
Monclova Town-
ship in prepa-
ration for the 
Lucas County 
Fair. She is 
joined by, from
left, Brianna 
Binkley, 14, and 
Nathan Barney,
8, both of Mon-
clova, and Kevin 
McCartney, 18, 
of Swanton.

‘City’ event has 
challenges, but 
board optimistic

See FAIR, Page 7
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Port flap raises questions
about mayor’s motivation
Some say he’s been left out of the loop on projects

Mayor Finkbeiner says 
the port authority has 
been a ‘mess.’

By DAVID PATCH
BLADE STAFF WRITER

The mayor who once labeled a 
neighboring city as a “Peyton Place” has 
turned back the covers on a melodrama 
rivaling that famous tale of small-town 
pettiness right in his own city — but 
is also facing questions about his own 
motivations.

Toledo Mayor Carty Finkbeiner has 
demanded an investigation into allega-
tions of an extramarital affair involving 
James Hartung, president of the To-
ledo-Lucas County Port Authority, the 
agency that oversees   economic growth 
in the region.

At the same time, some are wonder-
ing whether Mr. Finkbeiner’s champi-
oning of morals isn’t simply a reaction

to being left out of the loop over a series 
of recent  development projects.

“How is it that Carty Finkbeiner 
is suddenly the morals police offi -
cer here?” asked Brian McMahon, a 
developer who has clashed with Mr. 
Finkbeiner over a proposal for an in-
termodal hub near the Toledo Express 
Airport.

Mr. Finkbeiner’s publicized accu-
sations involving Mr. Hartung have 
forced an inquiry into the culture of the 
port authority, Toledo’s lead economic 
development agency.

“There has been a mess in place and 
there has been for the last few years,” 
Mr. Finkbeiner said during a news 

The conduct of port 
chief James Hartung is 
being questioned.See PORT, Page 6

CJavier So-
lana, EU foreign 
policy chief,
says Iran failed 
to give a clear 
answer whether 
it would cease 
enrichment.

VSaeed Jalili,
Iran’s chief 
nuclear nego-
tiator, says the 
negotiations 
were ‘con-
structive and 
progressive.’

DIPLOMATIC OVERTURES

U.S. official fails
to end impasse
with Iranians
FROM THE BLADE’S NEWS SERVICES

GENEVA — International talks 
on Iran’s nuclear ambitions end-
ed in deadlock yesterday despite 
the Bush Administration’s 
decision to reverse policy 
and send a senior U.S. of-
fi cial to the table for the 
fi rst time.

The meeting to discuss 
Iran’s nuclear program 
represented the highest-
level diplomatic contact 
between the United 
States and Iran in 29
years, but the seven-nation talks 
were brought to a halt by Iran’s 
refusal to say whether it will sus-
pend uranium enrichment.

In a break with long-standing 

policy, U.S. Undersecretary of 
State William Burns joined Ira-
nian nuclear negotiator Saeed 
Jalili, European Union foreign 

policy chief Javier Solana, 
and other diplomats in 
hopes of coaxing Iran to
commit to a deal aimed 
at negotiating an end 
to the country’s nuclear 
ambitions.

Instead, the diplo-
mats were left wonder-
ing whether the Islamic 
Republic intends to join 
negotiations or whether 

it is simply playing for time as 
the Bush Administration winds 
to an end.

Nation mum on nuclear plans

Burns
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Pope Benedict kisses a child on his arrival for the Papal Mass at 
Randwick Racecourse during World Youth Day in Sydney.  

See IRAN, Page 6

Pope wraps up  Youth Day
with prosperity warning
FROM THE BLADE’S NEWS SERVICES

SYDNEY — Pope Benedict, 
wrapping up his visit to Australia 
for World Youth Day celebra-
tions,  urged a huge crowd to-
day to beware of the spreading 
“spiritual desert” that often ac-
companies modern prosperity.

At an outdoor Mass before 
more than 200,000 young Ro-
man Catholic pilgrims in Sydney, 
Benedict said “the world needs 
renewal” and challenged them 
to be the agents of change.

“In so many of our societ-
ies, side by side with material 
prosperity, a spiritual desert is 
spreading: an interior empti-
ness, an unnamed fear, a quiet 
sense of despair,” he said.

The 81-year-old Pope said 
it was up to a new generation 
of Christians to build a world 
in “which God’s gift of life is 
welcomed, respected, and cher-
ished — not rejected, feared as a 
threat, and destroyed.” 

See POPE, Page 6
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