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AKRON — Retief Goosen, a 
late arrival and an early starter, 
took advantage of a Firestone 
South course that played long 
and short on his way to a 4-un-
der 66 that gave him a one-shot 
lead in the Bridgestone Invita-
tional yesterday.

One year after Tiger Woods 
was the only player to break par, 
Goosen and 32 other players in 
the 80-man fi eld met only minor 
resistance on a balmy afternoon 
at this World Golf Champion-
ship.

Vijay Singh and former Mas-
ters champion Zach Johnson 
were among those at 67, while 
Steve Stricker was headed for 
the outright lead until running 
into trouble off the tee late in his 
round, losing three shots in two 
holes and joining another large 
group at 68.

The length came from rain 
earlier in the week that softened 
Firestone and made it play every 
bit of its 7,400 yards. Tim Clark, 
a medium hitter who was at 67, 
hit his hybrid so often he was 
amazed it had any grooves left.

And the short? That would be 
the rough. 

The rough is only about two 
inches this year, at least giving 
players a chance.

“Last year, the rough here was 
almost out of control. This year, 
the rough is very average and 
it’s part of an experiment they’re 
doing. They’re trying to see if the 
rough height has any effect on 

scoring,” said Clark.
Based on yesterday’s scoring, 

there’s no need to send the data 
to MIT.

Goosen  was in the second 
group out and didn’t fi nd any 
trouble until he missed the par-3 
15th green to the left and made 
his only bogey. 

“The course is playing tough,” 
Goosen said through a European 
Tour offi cial after declining to 
speak to reporters. “I’m not 
saying it’s playing easy, but the 
rough is not nearly as thick as it 
was last year.” 

Phil Mickelson, cryptic in his 
criticism of the high rough at the 

Memorial two months ago, fi n-
ished with a birdie on the 18th 
after scrambling out of the trees 
and shot 68. He said Firestone 
has become one of his favorite 
courses this year.  

British Open champion Pa-
draig Harrington was in the 
group at 69 that included Sergio 
Garcia. 

Kenny Perry, the hottest player 
on the PGA Tour — at least those 
still playing not recovering from 
knee surgery — Perry struggled 
to hit fairways and make putts, 
and he wound up with a 74. 

Inkster tops British Open
SUNNINGDALE, England — 

Juli Inkster had the sort of open-
ing round Annika Sorenstam 
was hoping for at the Women’s 
British Open, a bogey-free 7-un-
der 65 that left the 48-year-old 
American one shot ahead.

While Sorenstam struggled to 
a 72 in what the Swede says is 
her fi nal major before she quits 
tournament golf at the end of 
the season to start a family, Ink-
ster went out among the earliest 
in the fi eld to shoot an eagle and 
fi ve birdies. Her 65 matched the 
lowest opening round at any 
Women’s British Open.

Inkster, whose last major 
title was the 2002 Women’s U.S. 
Open, is a stroke ahead of seven 
players — Ji-Yai Shin, Ji Young 
Oh, Yuri Fudoh, Momoko Ueda, 
Jo Head, Laura Diaz and Stacy 
Prammanasudh. Defending 
champion Lorena Ochoa was 
three strokes behind. 

Funk takes spoiler role
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 

— The only thing that spoiled 
John Cook’s comeback was Fred
Funk’s fi nish.

Cook, who blew a big lead on 
the back nine at the British Senior 
Open on Sunday, carded a 4-un-
der 66, which was good for the 
clubhouse lead for most of the 
day until Funk birdied the 16th 
and 17th holes to go 6 under be-
fore three-putting the fi nal hole 
and fi nishing at 5-under 65. 

Four players were tied for 
third place at 1 under: Morris 
Hatalsky, Eduardo Romero, Juan 
Quiros and Tom Kite.

t Aug 1, 1988: Toledoans do well in Junior Olym-
pics:
Three representatives of the Toledo Alive Track Club per-
formed well at the Junior Olympic Nationals in Gaines-
ville, Fla. Eboni Norwood, competing in the 11-12 age 
group, took a fourth in the 200 meters, and a sixth in the 
100. Latricia Joyner was fi fth in the 100 
and seventh in the 200 in the 17-18 divi-
sion. Michael Smith was fi fth in the 400 
and 200 and seventh in the 100 at 11-12.
t Aug. 1, 1978: Wrong way Corrigan 
right for Hens:
They didn’t know it at the time, but all 
day long the Tidewater Tides were going 
the wrong way. They were hurrying home 
from Rochester to keep a date with the 
Mud Hens. Larry Corrigan made it the 
wrong way, fashioning a six-hitter as Toledo 
blanked the Tides, 5-0. Wrong way Cor-
rigan?  
t Aug. 1, 1968: Gordy unsigned but set to play:
Veteran John Gordy returned to the Lions’ training camp 
after considering other job offers. Gordy, who left last 
week, was still unsigned but decided he didn’t want to 
quit football because “we have a real good chance of 
going all the way.” Gordy is president of the NFL Players 
Association and led the players’ contract rebellion.
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ON DECK:
Baseball: Mud Hens at Indy
Tomorrow in The Blade

toledoblade.com
Local sports coverage available at 
www.toledoblade.com/sports TIMEOUT

‘I don’t know about 
any records, and I’m 

too tired to think 
about it.’

Cleveland 
catcher Kelly 
Shoppach

after he tied a 
major league 
mark with fi ve 

extra-base 
hits, including 
a game-tying 
homer in the 
ninth, but the 
Indians lost 14-12 to the 

Detroit Tigers in 13 innings 
Wednesday night. The game 

went 5 hours, 33 minutes, 
used 16 dozen baseballs, 
and had 526 total pitches.

The IRL will run its 
fi rst IndyCar Series 
event in Australia on 
Oct. 26 with the Gold 
Coast Indy 300 in Surf-
ers Paradise, a popular 
tourist destination. The 
race will be the fi rst 
major open-wheeled 
event in Australia since 
this year’s Champ Car-
Indy Racing League 
merger. The 2.75-mile, 
14-turn street circuit in 
Queensland has been 
the venue for Champ 
Car and CART events 
since 1991.
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TODAY
EVENT TIME TV RADIO

BASEBALL

Detroit at Tampa Bay 7 Fox/D 1470, 96.1

Toledo at Indianapolis 7 BCSN 1230

Cincinnati at Washington 7:30 Fox/O

Cleveland at Minnesota 8 STO 1370

USA BASKETBALL

U.S. vs. Lithuania 8 a.m. ESPN2

GOLF

Women’s British Open 10 a.m. TNT

U.S. Senior Open 1 ESPN

PGA: WGC Bridgestone Invt. 2 Golf

PGA: Reno-Tahoe Open 6:30 Golf

TENNIS

ATP: Western & Southern FinancialNoon ESPN2

ATP: Western & Southern Financial7 ESPN2

AUTO RACING

Pennsylvania 500 qualifying 3:30 ESPN2

BOXING

Lt middlewgts: Demers vs. Miranda     9 ESPN2

TOMORROW
BASEBALL

LA Angels at NY Yankees 3:30 36, 2

Detroit at Tampa Bay 6 Fox/D (join) 1470, 96.1

Toledo at Indianapolis 7 1230

Cincinnati at Washington 7 Fox/O

Cleveland at Minnesota 7 STO 1370

LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL

Big League Series fi nal 2 ESPN

AUTO RACING

NAPA 200 qualifying 12:30 ESPN2

NAPA 200 3:30 ESPN2

GOLF

PGA: WGC Bridgestone Invt. 1 11

Women’s British Open 1:30 13, 7

U.S. Senior Open 3 24, 4

PGA: Reno-Tahoe Open 6:30 Golf

TENNIS

WTA: Rogers Cup 3 CBC

WTA: Rogers Cup 5 ESPN2

WTA: Rogers Cup 7 CBC

ATP: Western & Southern Financial9 ESPN2

HARNESS RACING

The Hambletonian 2 24, 4

HORSE RACING

West Virginia Derby/Darley Test 5 ESPN

PRO FOOTBALL

Hall of Fame induction 6 ESPN, NFL

SUNDAY
BASEBALL

LA Angels at NY Yankees 1 TBS

Detroit at Tampa Bay 1:30 Fox/D 1470, 96.1

Cincinnati at Washington 1:30 Fox/O

Cleveland at Minnesota 2 48/58

Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs 2 WGN

Toledo at Indianapolis 2 1230

Philadelphia at St. Louis 8 ESPN 1470

AUTO RACING

Hungarian Grand Prix 7:30 a.m. Speed

Pennsylvania 500 2 ESPN 1370

GOLF

PGA: WGC Bridgestone Invt. 1 11

Women’s British Open 1 13, 7

U.S. Senior Open 3 24, 4

PGA: Reno-Tahoe Open 6:30 Golf

TENNIS

WTA: Rogers Cup fi nal 1:30 CBC

ATP: West. & South. Financial 3 ESPN2

WTA: Rogers Cup fi nal 5 ESPN2

NFL

HOF game: Colts vs. Redskins 8 24, 4

USA BASKETBALL

U.S. vs. Russia 7 ESPN2

SOCCER

Dallas at Toronto 4 CBC

GOLF

Latricia Joyner
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NEXT 3 GAMES:
TOLEDO MUD HENS

Friday at Indianapolis   7:15 BCSN
Saturday at Indianapolis   7
Sunday at Indianapolis   2
DETROIT TIGERS

Friday at Tampa Bay   7:10 Fox/D
Saturday at Tampa Bay   6:10 Fox/D
Sunday at Tampa Bay   1:40 Fox/D
CLEVELAND INDIANS

Friday at Minnesota   8:10 STO
Saturday at Minnesota   7:10 STO
Sunday at Minnesota   2:10 48/58

National minority tourney set for Detwiler
By DONALD EMMONS
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

For nearly two decades, Chuck 
Cohen has watched some of the 
nation’s top young minority golf-
ers take part   in the Toledo-based 
golf tournament he established 
that eventually became named 
in his honor.

Chuck Cohen’s Toledo Minor-
ity Golf Association National 
Invitational is in its 17th year 
and when play tees off tomor-
row at Detwiler Golf Course, the 
81-year-old Toledo native will be 
proudly on hand as the tourna-
ment’s longtime president and 
director.

Nearly 50  golfers  ages  17-20 
from 13 states, including Califor-
nia and Florida, are expected to 
participate in this year’s event. 
Defending boys champion Wil-
lie Mack, of Flint, Mich., and 
defending girls champion Iman 
Ellis, of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, 
head the list of entrants .

Historically,  golfers from 
across the country have come 
to Toledo to play in the two-day 
tournament.

“With the exception of a few 
who could not come for a num-
ber of reasons, we still have a 
strong fi eld with a number of 
low-handicap golfers,” said Co-

hen, who normally invites up 
to 60  golfers to the tournament 
every summer.

The  event, which was estab-
lished  to help raise funds for 
the TMGA,  gets started at 8 each 
morning.

The  tournament has  raised an 
average of $10,000 per year for 
TMGA,  a non-profi t organiza-
tion designed to expose young 
minorities to the sport of golf.

“It’s a real good thing for mi-
nority kids and it’s a great thing 
for Toledo,” Cohen said . “All the 
funds we receive we put right 
back into the program.”

This year’s event  is a special 

one for Cohen, who plans to re-
tire as the tournament director 
after this year . TMGA vice presi-
dent Mark Smith is expected to 
assume Cohen’s responsibilities.

 Cohen said he plans to remain 
involved in some capacity with 
the TMGA and its tournament .

TMGA is a year-round golf 
program that gives minorities an 
opportunity to learn how to play 
the game.  The organization also 
supplies golf equipment to those 
involved in the program.

Contact Donald Emmons at:
demmons@theblade.com

or 419-724-6302. 

Goosen takes lead at Bridgestone

Retief Goosen watches his tee shot on the 17th hole yesterday 
during the fi rst round of the World Golf Championships.
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SPORTS BRIEFLY

Federer upset at Cincinnati Masters
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MASON, Ohio — Roger Fe-
derer lost another match and, 
perhaps, his longtime grip on 
No. 1 as well.

The world’s top-ranked player 
had another out-of-character 
setback yesterday, a three-set 
loss to Ivo Karlovic that left the 
Croat exulting on his back and 
opened the way for Rafael Nadal
to take over the No. 1 spot by 
winning the Cincinnati Masters 
championship.

Nadal stayed on course for the 
seismic shift by beating Tommy 
Haas 6-4, 7-6 (0), reaching the 
quarterfi nals with his 31st con-
secutive win. Three more wins 
and the top spot in the world 
rankings belongs to him next 
week.

Even if he doesn’t win the 
championship in Cincinnati, he 
can pile up enough points to 
overtake Federer in the next few 
weeks.  Federer has been ranked 
No. 1 since Feb. 2, 2004, a record 

of 235 consecutive weeks. He 
and Nadal have held the top two 
spots since July 25, 2005. They 
will swap if Nadal extends his 
run of fi ve consecutive tourna-
ment titles. 

Ernests Gulbis took advantage 
of James Blake’s erratic serve for 
a 6-4, 1-6, 6-3 victory, leaving 
the United States shut out of the 
quarterfi nals for the fi rst time in 
the tournament’s history. 

Olympics
MACAU, China — LeBron 

James scored 20 points and 
was a defensive force in his ex-
hibition debut, helping the U.S. 
Olympic team overcome some 
early sloppy play to beat Turkey 
114-82 in its fi rst game in China.

James and Kobe Bryant both 
fi nished with fi ve steals, leading 
a defensive effort that had 16 of 
them. 

Carmelo Anthony added 17 
points.

 The U.S. team improved to 

2-0 in Olympic tuneup play and 
face Lithuania here today before 
moving on to Shanghai for their 
remaining two games.

Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh
each scored 13 points, and Chris 
Paul added 12 points and six as-
sists. 

NBA
CHARLOTTE — Emeka Oka-

for has signed his six-year, $72 
million free-agent deal with the 
Charlotte Bobcats.

Okafor agreed to terms after 
nearly a month of negotiations. 
He signed the richest contract in 
team history and said in a state-
ment that he’s looking forward to 
playing under new coach Larry 
Brown.

The 6-foot-10 Okafor has aver-
aged 14.3 points, 10.8 rebounds 
and 2.0 blocks in four seasons in 
Charlotte. He was the expansion 
team’s fi rst draft pick and the 
second overall selection in 2004. 
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