
Swing Vote
Directed by Joshua Michael Stern. 

Written by Jason Richman and Joshua 
Michael Stern. A Walt Disney Studios 
release, opening today at Cinemas De Lux 
Franklin Park and Maumee and Showcase 
Fallen Timbers and Levis Commons, and 
rated PG-13 for language. Running time: 120 
minutes.

Critic’s rating: ooo
Bud Johnson.........................Kevin Costner
Molly Johnson ..................Madeline Carroll
Andrew Boone.................. Kelsey Grammar
Donald Greenleaf................. Dennis Hopper
ooooo Outstanding; 
oooo Very Good; 
ooo Good; oo Fair; o Poor.
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By COLIN COVERT
STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS)

You’ve had it drummed into your skull 
since junior high civics class: Every 
single vote counts. Diebold machines 

and hanging chads notwithstanding, it’s still 
a resonant, if improbable, message: Any citi-
zen of our nation might cast the deciding 
vote in an election. Swing Vote puts a se-
riocomic twist on the premise, turning 
a trailer park layabout (Kevin Costner) 
into the sole decider of a presidential 
tie.

Through an electoral college 
stalemate, the race comes down 
to the swing state of New Mexico. 

It comes down, in fact, to Bud Johnson, a 
beer-marinated single dad who promised 
his socially responsible 12-year-old daughter 

(Madeline Carroll) that 
he would shake off 

his usual leth-
argy and 

visit the 

polling station. Through a mechanical mal-
function, Bud’s ballot is not recorded, and he’s 
allowed to cast it again. But fi rst he’s courted 
one-on-one by the Republican incumbent 
(Kelsey Grammer) and Democratic challeng-
er (Dennis Hopper) who converge on his fl y-
speck hometown to convince disenfranchised 
Bud that they deserve his vote.

The fi lm’s strengths are Costner’s laid-back 
work as Bud, an affable ignoramus with a 
heart of gold, and the absurd policy contor-
tions the candidates go through to woo him. 
In a series of satirical campaign commercials, 
the conservative beams approvingly at gay 
couples and champions environmental pro-
tection while the liberal lashes out at Roe v. 
Wade and praises “God’s intelligent design.” 
The bits are funny in and of themselves. The 
anti-abortion spot features a playground full 
of happy children who vanish one by one in 
little mushroom-cloud poofs. But the ads are 
also a well-deserved poke at candidates’ ten-
dency to wuss out, compromise their ideals, 
and run to the middle as Election Day nears.

Costner is a past master at this kind of lov-
able loser role. He’s blissfully silly in a scene 
where he hears a no-nonsense knock on the 
door, concludes that the child protection 
authorities are after him again, and slips a 

crucifi x necklace over his daughter’s head. 
Hopper successfully plays against 
type as the milquetoast Democrat 

and Grammer brings some 
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9 very cool 
Hollywood 
relics for sale

1 Pair of latex Vul-
can ears worn by 
Robin Curtis as Lt. 

Saavik in Star Trek III: 
The Search for Spock
(1984). Includes 
original Ziplock bag. 
$300-$500

2 Jack Nicholson “Jack Torrance” 
prop axe from The Shin-
ing (1980). $5,000- 

$7,000

3 Signature “Spidey” red 
costume boots from Spi-
der-Man 3 (2007). The 

boots exhibit some wear 
from production use. 
$6,000-$8,000

4 Mike Myers “Dr. Evil” 
and Verne Troyer 
“Mini-Me” custom 

space suits from 
Austin Powers: 

The Spy Who 
Shagged Me

(1999). 
$20,000- 

$30,000

5 The 
Holy Grail, 

made of fi ber 
glass/resin, from 
Indiana Jones and the 
Last Crusade (1989). Mea-
sures about 5½ inches tall. 
$20,000-$25,000

6 Charlton 
Heston’s fi ber-
glass Ten Com-

mandments tablets 
from The Ten 
Commandments
(1956). Measure 
23½- inches-
by-12 inches. 

Five pair of tablets are 
known to exist. $30,000- 

$50,000

7 Full-scale animatronic 
male Velociraptor 
from Jurassic Park III

(2001). It is 53 inches tall (on base) by 
12 feet long. $60,000-$80,000.

8 Christopher Reeve complete Super-
man costume worn in the fi lming of 
Superman and Superman II (1978, 

1980). $60,000-$80,000

9 Original TIE Fighter fi lming miniature 
and original camera reports from Star 
Wars: Episode IV - A New 

Hope. (1977). 
$150,000- 
$200,000

ORCHESTRA

Sour notes 
for Columbus 
Symphony 
BY SALLY VALLONGO
BLADE STAFF WRITER

COLUMBUS — It’s painful to watch 
a major orchestra go for Baroque.

But that’s what is happening in 
Ohio’s state capital as the Columbus 
Symphony Orchestra has canceled 10 
concerts in October and November of 
the 2008-2009 season because of a $3 
million budget defi cit.

Apparently anticipating such dras-
tic changes, the symphony never 
sent out subscription brochures late 
last winter, when performing groups 
typically announce coming programs 
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Words and music tell his story
Jason Michael 
Carroll finds 
himself in songs
By BRIAN DUGGER
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Jason Michael Carroll has done some 
special things with his debut album, 
“Waitin’ in the Country.” “Alyssa 

Lies” and “Livin’ Our Love Song” were 
Top 10 hits, and each had close to 
400,000 digital downloads. “I Can Sleep 
When I’m Dead” topped out at No. 21. 

He’s hoping he can repeat the magic 
with his next album.

“There’s this thing going around 
Nashville about a sophomore curse. 
People say you have your entire life 
to make your fi rst record and only six 
months to record your second one, and 
I totally get that saying now,” he says. 
“But it’s been cool to be back in the stu-
dio with the songs we’ve picked. I really 
feel we have something worth sticking 
around for, and our next record is going 
to be really good as well.”

That record should be out by the be-

ginning of the year, and the fi rst single 
is likely to be released in September. A 
couple of tracks that Carroll will likely 
play at his Wood County Fair show 
Saturday night are candidates to be 
that fi rst single.

“Where I’m From” was written by 
Patrick Davis, a longtime friend of 
Carroll’s. It tells the story of two guys 
sharing a fl ight from Memphis to 
Los Angeles and warns about the 
dangers of fi rst impressions 
because the guy wearing 
that Armani suit might 
not be who you think 
he is. The chorus has 
a great hook that cap-
tivated Carroll.

“I remember hearing 
that and saying, ‘Why 
hasn’t someone cut this 
song yet?’ ” he says. “A lot 
of artists cut songs called 
‘Where I’m From’ or ‘Who 
I Am,’ and I was a little shy 
about doing that, but hon-
estly, I feel this song is me.”

“Barnburner” is a typical 
party song co-written by Bri-
an Davis and Keith Anderson. 

Kevin Costner, playing a lovable loser, saves this election-themed film 

See COLUMBUS, Page 2

BLADE GRAPHIC

See CARROLL, Page 2

THE 
BLADE/

VICTORIA 
DUGGER

Jason Michael 
Carroll at 

Country
Concert ’08 in 

Fort
Loramie, 

Ohio.

‘We have gone 
absolutely as far 
as we can go.’Buzz Trafford, head of 
the CSO board

See SWING, Page 2

Kevin Costner as Bud John-
son in Swing Vote.

WALT DISNEY PICTURES

You’ll never be Batman but 
you can have his Bat Radio. It 
wouldn’t work, mind you —

 it’s just a prop from the old televi-
sion series made of wood and a few 
metal pieces — but if you’re willing 
to spend $8,000 or more, it could be 
yours. It’s one of hundreds of items 
up for auction today in the second 
part of a Hollywood memorabilia sale 
by Profi les in History and broadcast 
online by LiveAuctioneers.com, al-
lowing you to bid online if you don’t 
feel like chartering a jet to L.A. So 
clear out a corner of the basement 
and decide which of the following col-
lectibles you simply must have. Each 
is listed with an estimated price from 
the Web site. — Ryan E. Smith
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