
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — So little to 
separate them over their ca-
reers, so little to separate them 
on this night.

Serena Williams barely got 
the better of older sister Venus 
Williams in a U.S. Open quar-
terfi nal that was fi t for a fi nal, 
coming back in each set to win 
7-6 (6), 7-6 (7) last night and 
break a tie in their head-to-
head series.

Serena trailed 5-3 in both 
sets. She faced set points in 
both, including eight in the 
second. But she advanced 
to the semifi nals at Flushing 
Meadows for the fi rst time since 
2002, the year she beat Venus in 
the title match for her second 
U.S. Open championship.

It was the siblings’ 17th 
meeting as professionals, and 
Serena leads 9-8. That includes 
11 matches at Grand Slam tour-
naments, where Serena leads 
6-5.

She also has the edge in ma-
jor championships, 8-7, and 
only she can add to that total 

this weekend.
“It’s really just unfortunate 

it had to be in the quarters,” 
Serena said.

In the semifi nals, the fourth-
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CLEVELAND — From a dis-
tance, the glowing orange bill-
board appears to be just another 
advertisement from a local com-
pany trying to lure customers.

But as you approach Cleve-
land Browns Stadium along the 
West Shoreway, which skirts the 
northern edge of downtown and 
Lake Erie’s southern shores, the 
enormous sign delivers a jolting 
message stuffed with surprising 
optimism for this championship-
deprived city.

It reads: “THERE’S ALWAYS 
THIS YEAR.” 

Welcome to Cleveland, where 
the glass isn’t half full or empty 

— it’s usually shattered.
The Browns, though, coming 

off a surprising 10-6 season and 
with a high-powered offense ca-
pable of scoring on anyone from 
anywhere, have their fans in a 
frenzy.

A city that has only watched 

the previous 42 Super Bowls on 
TV and hasn’t celebrated a major 
sports title since 1964 is dreaming 
of fi nally seeing its beloved team 
in the NFL’s showcase event.

Or at least getting to the play-
offs.

Optimism, a tough concept for 
many Clevelanders to grasp, is 
running rampant.

“It’s great that everyone here is 
so fi red up,” center Hank Fraley 
said a few days after the Browns 
drew more than 25,000 to a 
practice at the stadium. “We still 
have to go out there and prove
ourselves. We didn’t do anything 
last year.”

Oh, but they did. Although the 
Browns, who went just 10-22 in
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THE END ZONE: Focus on college football 

Maureen Fulton Ryan Autullo Matt Markey Joe Vardon

A s the University of Toledo football 
players checked scores from other
Mid-American Conference games last 

weekend while the Rockets were idle, what 
they found might help them come Saturday.

MAC teams went 6-6 in Week 1, highlight-
ing that it’s a conference of returning start-
ers. It could be a confi dence boost for the 
Rockets that so many of their rivals had con-
vincing wins, a few more near-misses.

The Rockets could need the hit of aplomb 
after seeing that their fi rst opponent beat a 
team 70-0. Arizona’s crushing of Idaho is the 
fi rst step for the Wildcats, a team that is the 
vogue pick to make some noise in the Pac-
10 despite no bowl appearances since 1998. 
Arizona surely won’t be lacking in self-assur-
ance on Saturday.

The Rockets have the farthest journey 
of any MAC team in their season opener, 
nearly 2,000 miles to travel the day before 
the game. The warmer temperatures and 
three-hour time difference for a night game 
will also be factors, whether it’s an excuse 
or not.

No matter what happens in Tucson, the 
UT coaching staff will think the trip’s a suc-
cess if they return with no injuries to their 
key players. Losing four starters in last year’s 
season opener is a nightmare no one wants 
to recur.

W ith great success come great ex-
pectations.

So would it not be a fairly big 
disappointment if Bowling Green was to lose 
to Minnesota on Saturday? It wouldn’t be the 
end of the world, as nothing in athletics truly 
is. But the Falcons just beat a Top 25 team 
on the road and a setback to the rebuilding 
Gophers would cancel out some of that mo-
mentum. 

The know-it-alls in Vegas have BG win-
ning by a TD, but do you feel that optimis-
tic about the Falcons’ chances? After all, 
the Gophers hail from the Big Ten and are 
expected to be one of the more improved 
teams in the country this year (although they 
weren’t too impressive in needing a late 
touchdown to beat an iffy Northern Illinois 
team last week). They played BG even for 
four quarters in last year’s opener and return 
a quarterback that gave the Falcons fi ts with 
his running ability. Make no mistake, a win 
for BG would be every bit as exciting as a 
loss would be frustrating. To start the season 
2-0 would mean the Falcons can fi nish no 
lower than .500 against a challenging non-
conference slate.

This week, students are back on campus 
and are enthusiastic after the Pitt win. Right 
or wrong, a loss to a one-win team from a 
year ago could defl ate that optimism. 

T he national media likes to call Ohio 
State head coach Jim Tressel “The 
Senator.” With the gray suit, button-

down collar, the perfect windsor knot and his 
stoic demeanor, Tressel looks the part. He 
could win any election in Ohio by a landslide, 
but Tressel is not a good fi t for the senator gig.

This is a CEO, a governor, a honcho, the 
big kahuna. Tressel would not be comfort-
able walking down the hall and trying to 
massage a bunch of other people into agree-
ing with him on how much he should play 
freshman sensation Terrelle Pryor, or whether 
to kick the fi eld goal or go for it on fourth-
and-goal at the 5. Senators fi nd consensus, 
but with the Buckeyes, the general in the 
scarlet sweater vest calls all the shots. 

In OSU football, the revenue stream is 
robust, the stockholders love the boss, and 
the employees would charge into a burning 
building at his command.

Success and a new contract have made 
Tressel the highest paid coach in the Big 
Ten at $3.5 million per year. The negotiations 
went like this: athletic director Gene Smith 
called Tressel into his offi ce, said he was 
giving the coach a raise, and Tressel’s salary 
jumped by a million bucks.

That’s how they treat a prized executive 
at Ohio State. No mere senator is worth that 
kind of money.

Amust-win game? In week 2? 
Against Miami (Ohio), no less?
It depends.

If you are in the “This is Michigan, where 
mediocrity is never acceptable” camp, then, 
yeah, the Wolverines had better win.

If you’re in this camp, you don’t care that 
Rich Rodriguez is in his fi rst year at UM, that 
he’s installing an entirely new offense, or that 
just about every big name from last year’s 
team went to the NFL.

You were disgusted UM lost a season 
opener — again — and may stick pins in 
your Rodriguez doll if the Wolverines fall this 
week.

But if you’re of the belief that Rodriguez 
gets a pass in his fi rst year, that he simply 
doesn’t have the players to operate his 
spread-option offense, that UM has to get a 
little worse before it gets a lot better, what’s 
another early loss in the grand scheme of 
things?

Give Rodriguez a full year or two of re-
cruiting, you say, and the Wolverines will 
literally be running circles around all op-
ponents. That seemed to be the attitude of 
many fans after UM’s loss last week to Utah.

With Notre Dame looming next week and 
Big Ten play coming soon, I have a feeling 
Rodriguez apologists will switch camps if 
UM loses to a Miami.
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Season of hope

It’s playoff
year for 
Cleveland, 
loyal fans

Yes, Derek Anderson had a 
Pro Bowl season in 2007, throw-
ing for 29 touchdowns, the most 
by a Cleveland Browns quar-
terback in more than a quarter
century, and posting 10 wins as 
a starter.

Yes, Jamal Lewis was a valu-
able addition a year ago, placing 
fi fth among NFL running backs 
with 1,304 yards. That was the 
most by a Cleveland running 
back since 1965. You may recall 
the name Jim Brown.

Yes, Braylon Edwards and 
tight end Kellen Winslow both 
had 80 or more catches and 
both had 1,100 or more receiv-
ing yards. Edwards set franchise 
records with 1,289 yards and 16 
touchdowns.

Yes, former Toledoan Rob 
Chudzinski had about as good 
a debut as any offensive coordi-
nator anywhere, anytime. The 
Browns scored 400-plus points 
for the fi rst time since 1966.

But let’s give credit where 
credit is due. Cleveland’s of-
fensive resurgence in ’07 began 
with an offseason signing and a 
draft pick that made the offen-
sive line the best in the NFL.

And it is why the Browns will 
make the playoffs in 2008, per-
haps as a division champion, 

See HACKENBERG, Page 3

Quarterbacks Derek Anderson, right, and Brady Quinn hold the key to the Browns’ success. An-
derson suffered a concussion in the preseason, resulting in extended playing time for Quinn.

REUTERS

Browns thinking postseason
SEASON KICKOFF
TONIGHT
t Redskins at Giants, 7 p.m.
t TV: 24, 4

INSIDE 
t Browns wide receiver Braylon 
Edwards says he’s ready to go.
More stories on Pages C3, C8, V3

See BROWNS, Page 3
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‘Beanie’ could 
play Saturday
Buckeyes RB has right toe injury
ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBUS — Ohio State 
tailback Chris “Beanie” Wells is 
not taking contact or putting 
pressure on his injured right 
foot but still holds out hope of 
playing in the Buckeyes’ 
next game.

Team offi cials and 
doctors will huddle with-
in the next day or two 
to decide if and when 
Wells will play next. The 
second-ranked Buckeyes 
play Ohio University on 
Saturday, then travel to 
take on No. 1 Southern 
California Sept. 13.

“Is he injured or does he just 
have some pain he can play 
through?” running backs coach 
Dick Tressel said yesterday. 
“We’ve got a long way to go, 
we’re counting on playing a lot 
of football this fall. We’re going 
to be smart with his rehab.” 

Wells has an injury at the 
base of his big toe on his right 
foot, said Tressel, the older 
brother of coach Jim Tressel. 

Wells has diffi culty putting 
pressure on the foot and has 
not participated in full prac-
tices this week, Tressel said.

“Absolutely, he wants to play 
Saturday, but it’s not his call,” 

Tressel said.
Wells was injured in 

the third quarter of Ohio 
State’s 43-0 victory over
Youngstown State on 
Saturday. He writhed 
on the ground and was 
eventually helped off 
the fi eld. He returned 
to watch the fi nal few 
minutes, wearing a pro-
tective black boot on his 

foot.
Tressel said he had seen Wells 

wearing the boot and not wear-
ing it earlier in the day.

“I’d just as soon he wore it all 
the time,” he said.

If Wells is unable to play, a 
group of four running backs 
will all see playing time: Mau-
rice Wells, Brandon Saine, Dan
“Boom” Herron and Marcus 
Williams. 

Wells

TENNIS: U.S. OPEN

Serena ousts Venus 
in quarterfinal duel

Serena Williams will now 
play Dinara Safi na in the U.S.
Open semifi nals.

REUTERS

Younger sister takes 
9-8 lead in series

See OPEN, Page 2
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