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ANN ARBOR — The Steven 
Threet-Nick Sheridan quarter-
back competition is like a soap 
opera:  It goes on day after day.

There’s no open feuding, 
 backstabbing, or anything else 
that would draw ratings. 

The two Michigan signal call-
ers are, boringly enough, friends 
— so much so that they can 
room together 
during camp 
and at the team 
hotel on Friday 
nights.

“It would be 
unfortunate if 
we were bit-
ter rivals,” said 
Sheridan, who 
will likely open 
Saturday’s game 
against Notre 
Dame wearing 
a headset while 
Threet starts 
for the second 
straight week. 
“We’re very 
competitive and we both want 
to be the starting quarterback. 
We want to play when it matters, 
but we have a good relationship.

“It would be unfortunate for 
the team if we didn’t get along. It 
would create some animosity in 
the locker room.”

If anything, the real intrigue in 
this saga is provided by Wolver-
ines coach Rich Rodriguez, who 
keeps everyone guessing as to 
who is going to play and when.

Rodriguez said earlier this 
week that Threet would probably 
start against Notre Dame. This is 
what he said yesterday: “Steve 
will take the fi rst reps, Steve will, 
and they’re both rotating with 
the fi rst group in practice.”

Huh?
Assuming Rodriguez meant 

that Threet will start, it could 
be a sign that the UM coach 

Stories by MATT MARKEY
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

LOS ANGELES — It was al-
most 30 years ago when a young 
and ambitious football coach sat 
in his broom closet of an offi ce
on the Ohio State campus and 
maybe was just daydreaming 
about where all the 18-hour days 
and the late meals of cold pizza 
might lead.

As this unseasoned assistant 
gazed out the 
window, there 
appeared one of 
the greatest of all 
time. A 28-year-
old Pete Carroll, 
Ohio State’s sec-
ondary coach 
who was just a 
few years out 
of the college 
classroom at the 
time, saw Woody 
Hayes walking 
down the side-
walk across the 
parking lot.

“That’s one 
of my favorite 
m e m o r i e s , ” 
said Carroll, 
now head coach of No. 1-ranked 
Southern California. “I’m sitting 
up in St. John Arena, the old 
basketball place. I was look-
ing out the window and I saw 
coach Hayes. I’d never seen him 
before.”

Hayes was the legendary 
coach of the Buckeyes from 
1951-1978. He brought fi ve
national championships to Co-
lumbus and 13 Big Ten titles but 
he was fi red after the Gator Bowl
loss to Clemson in 1978  after hit-
ting a Clemson player. Carroll, 
who had been on Earle Bruce’s
staff at Iowa State, came along 
with Bruce when Bruce was 
hired to replace Hayes.

“I just dropped everything and 
took off, ran across the parking 
lot and met him about halfway,” 
Carroll said about his chance 
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THE END ZONE: Focus on college football 

Maureen Fulton Ryan Autullo Matt Markey Joe Vardon

W hen the University of Toledo needed 
to fi nd replacements for three NFL 
players in its starting lineup, my 

prediction was the Rockets would have the 
easiest time replacing tailback Jalen Parmele. 
Inserting freshmen in at left tackle and punter 
seemed like precarious risks in compensating 
for the loss of John Greco and Brett Kern. Plus 
UT has a tradition of good running backs under 
Tom Amstutz and junior DaJuane Collins saw 
plenty of action in his fi rst two years.

I never gave Parmele enough credit for how 
hard he is to bring down. He would have gotten 
the job done at the goal line against Arizona on 
Saturday. The combination of freshman walk-
on Jake Walker, Collins and diffi cult pass plays 
to receiver Stephen Williams the fi rst two times 
the Rockets drove inside the 10 couldn’t make 
up for his absence. The new playmakers need 
some more plays to get comfortable.

Meanwhile, Mike VanDerMeulen stepped in 
for Greco and did well — the offensive line al-
lowed one sack and quarterback Aaron Opelt 
got hit one other time. Bill Claus survived an 
odd bounce on his fi rst punt to average 40 
yards on the evening. The performance of the 
St. John’s Jesuit grad allowed the Rockets 
coaches to watch Kern punt for the Denver 
Broncos on Monday Night Football and feel 
pride, not despair.

D eadlines can be tedious, and the trav-
el can take its toll. But being a sports 
writer isn’t incredibly brutal. We’re not 

putting ourselves in harm’s way to keep your 
streets safe. None of us is stationed in a labo-
ratory trying to produce a cure for cancer. We 
report on games — and that’s not a bad deal. 
As for the people and teams we cover ... whew. 
Tough job. Consider the BGSU football team.

When the Falcons upset Pittsburgh in the 
season opener, they did an incredible service 
to the university. As a result, a near sell-out 
crowd was on hand Saturday at Perry Stadium 
when BG hosted Minnesota, losing 42-17 to 
the Gophers. Many of those fans aren’t going 
to bother showing up if BG loses a week earli-
er. That means the university would have never 
seen the thousands of extra dollars spent on 
tickets, parking and pop corn. And then there’s 
the recruiting angle.

A section of Perry Stadium was fi lled with 
prospective players and their families and 
friends. They witnessed an energized
student section banging thunder sticks. They 
saw a line of vehicles backed up on Wooster 
Street waiting to park. That looks pretty
appealing to a 17-year-old pondering his fu-
ture.

Athletics isn’t just about games. It’s big busi-
ness. And it’s a tough business.

W hen you take about 15,000 pounds 
of football players, a dozen-plus 
coaches, a gaggle of staff, and 

several tons of equipment, load it all onto char-
tered jets, fl y 1,986 air miles at 29,000 feet at a 
cruising speed of 479 miles per hour with out-
side temperatures of minus-50 degrees, leap 
three time zones, traverse several mountain 
ranges and deserts and then put the planes 
down next to the Pacifi c Ocean, it seems odd 
that your most serious concern in all of this is a 
single big toe.

The Buckeyes leave Columbus for LaLa 
Land today, and all eyes, ears, MRIs and joint 
specialists are focused on the big toe of tail-
back Chris “Beanie” Wells. And in California, a 
joint specialist does not necessarily deal with 
what supposedly ails Wells — a metatarsopha-
langeal joint sprain. Wells injured his toe in the 
season-opener, sat out last week, but plans to 
play Saturday night against the No. 1 Trojans 
when Ohio State faces USC.

The game will be staged in front of a
national TV audience, in prime time, and puts 
Ohio State in the best possible position to 
restore its scuffed-up image. To win, the Buck-
eyes need Wells to cut and accelerate without 
any resistance from the most famous big toe 
since “This Little Piggy Went to
Market.”

I t’s not Ohio State-USC.
Then again, what other game is?
Though underwhelming, Saturday’s 

Michigan-Notre Dame matchup is intriguing 
nonetheless. The Wolverines, especially on of-
fense, have largely sputtered in their fi rst two 
contests. The Irish were destructively bad in a 
close-call victory over lowly San Diego State.

Who has the edge?
UM’s strength is on defense, where it hasn’t 

given up a touchdown in its last six quarters. 
But in its fi rst two quarters, against Utah, it al-
lowed 22 points and over 300 yards. What was 
real, what was an aberration?

And the Irish … they were literally one play 
away from suffering an Appalachian State-like 
upset last week.

But, and this will make Notre Dame
haters spit out their coffee: the Irish were four 
or fi ve plays from turning their 21-13 victory 
into a blowout.  A nearly fl awless fourth quarter 
— with two touchdowns and a forced fumble 
— saved Notre Dame from a huge embarrass-
ment. 

At worst, a victory for one of these storied 
programs could go a long way toward clinching 
a non-BCS bowl spot.

At best, it could jump-start a season and, 
dare I say, wake a sleeping giant. 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Hayes a treat for Pete 
Carroll says
seeing the  
OSU legend
memorable

Pete Carroll, after several coaching stops including a year at Ohio State, is in charge of the nation’s  top-ranked football team.
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OHIO STATE 
AT USC

t When: 
Saturday, 8
t Records: 
No. 5 OSU is 
2-0; No. 1 USC 
is 1-0
t Series: USC 
leads 11-9-1
t Favorite: 
USC by 101/2

t TV: 13
t Radio: 1470

West Coast trip tests players’ mettle 
Central’s Sanzenbacher says long plane rides toughest for OSU freshmen
BLADE STAFF

LOS ANGELES — After a morning prac-
tice in Columbus, the Ohio State Buckeyes 
plan to travel here early this afternoon 
— their longest road trip since just 
about a year ago when they met 
Washington in Seattle. No. 5 Ohio 
State plays top-ranked Southern Cali-
fornia on Saturday.

The palm trees, the spider web of 
freeways, the Hollywood sign and 
that big, blue ocean will let the Buck-
eyes know this is not Ohio. Dane San-
zenbacher, Ohio State’s sophomore 
wide receiver from Central Catholic, 
vividly recalls the jet lag and jet jitters of his 
fi rst high altitude venture with the Buck-
eyes.

“That Washington game was my fi rst 

time out West, and it was such a long plane 
ride — a lot to take in as a freshman,” San-
zenbacher said. “It’s part of the experience 

of college football but it’s defi nitely 
something you have to adjust to and 
be prepared for, because so much is 
different when you go on the road 
like that.”

Sanzenbacher caught a couple 
of passes in Ohio State’s 33-14 win 
over the Huskies and said the on-
fi eld part of that long trip probably 
required the least amount of adjust-
ment. Washington had a larger than 
normal crowd of 75,000 on hand for 

the game and had hyped the Buckeyes’ visit 
as being one of the biggest nonconference 
games it had hosted in a long time.

“Their crowd was into it and excited

about playing us, and since it was my fi rst 
game away from Ohio Stadium, that part 
was different, but once you get out there 
and lock in on the game and start hitting, 
the crowd wasn’t really that big a factor,” 
Sanzenbacher said. “And as we went on 
the road in the Big Ten, the real loud, crazy 
atmospheres are kind of normal. The thing 
about the Washington game was just how 
far away it was and adjusting to the time 
change and all the travel.”

Sanzenbacher expects that won’t be an 
issue for him today, or Saturday when the 
Buckeyes walk into the Los Angeles Coli-
seum to face Southern California.

“It’s very strange to think that was a year 
ago — this has been the fastest year of my 
life — but after going through the road trips 

Sanzenbacher

INSIDE
t Chris Wells practices in pads, 
said to be about 75 percent.
t Bowling Green faces tough task 
at Boise State’s ‘smurf turf.’
t Lou Holtz to be honored with 
statue at Notre Dame.
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See CARROLL, Page 7

Threet Sheridan

Threet,
Sheridan
star in
UM soap
Both will see time 
vs. Notre Dame

MICHIGAN AT
NOTRE DAME

t When: 
Saturday, 3:30
t Records: 
UM is 1-1; 
ND is 1-0
t Series: UM 
leads 20-14-1
t Favorite: 
UM by 1
t TV: 24
t Radio: 1560

See WOLVERINES, Page 7See BUCKEYES, Page 3
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