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CHICAGO — A clean, well-
lighted menu board. Speakers 
that clearly coo “may I take your 
order?” And the biggie: speed 
without goof-ups.  

That is the gold standard for 
a fast-food drive-through, and 
McDonald’s Corp. and its rivals 
have developed a science of 
sorts to try to meet it. Each year, 
the drive-through captures 
a little more of the fast-food 
industry’s sales.  

“People decide whether to 
come to your restaurant based 
on how long the drive-through 
line is,” said R. Craig Coulter, 
chief scientist at HyperActive 
Technologies, a Pittsburgh  res-
taurant software fi rm. Often, 
he said, “If there are seven cars 
in your line, they will go to your 
competitor.” 

 But accuracy is most impor-
tant to consumers, industry 
experts said.  

Technomic Inc., a Chicago 
 restaurant consultant, found 
in a survey last year that 31 
percent of consumers said ac-
curacy is the most important 
factor in  takeout food. Speed 
was fi fth, with 7 percent ranking 
 it fi rst in importance.  

Most drive-through miscues 
stem from miscommunication 
between the order taker and 
the customer, industry experts 
said.

One of the big technological 
leaps of the past several years is 
aimed at cutting such miscom-

munication: the order confi r-
mation board. 

At many chains, a customer’s 
order will pop up on a screen at 
the menu board, allowing for a 
visual check.

Other more recent innova-
tions include digital audio 
for better speaker clarity and 
computer systems that gener-
ate a mine  of drive-through 
sales patterns, allowing for res-
taurants to better adjust their 
inventories.

 Drive-through effi ciency is 
important enough that QSR, 
an industry publication, each 
fall ranks the best U.S. drive-

throughs, and the fast-food 
business pays a lot of attention. 
This year’s winner? Chick-fi l-
A, the chicken chain that has 
ranked fi rst in fi ve of the last six 
years. McDonald’s, the nation’s 
largest fast-food chain, came 
in second.

Drive-throughs constitute
about 70 percent of the in-
dustry’s sales, up from about 
60 percent six years ago, said 
Sherri Daye Scott, QSR’s editor. 
The increase stems partly from 
a trend in recent years toward 
extended restaurant hours; 
late-night business is usually 
drive-through only.   
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Th is Holiday, Let an
Expert Help You Stuff  It.
Th e Little Book of Carty
A chronicle of Mayor
Carty Finkbeiner’s zaniest
moments compiled and
written by Blade Special
Assignments editor Dave Murray, 
and illustrated by Blade editorial
cartoonist Kirk Walters, 
originator of Maumee Dearest.

From suggesting that deaf people 
live near the airport, to calling 
for a pizza boycott, to telling 
the U.S. Marines to leave 
Toledo so they wouldn’t 
scare the citizens, this is a 
little book that’s big on fun!

Just $8.95
A portion of all sales will 
be donated to the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Toledo,
a charity chosen by 
Mayor Finkbeiner.

!

Available at:

THE BLADE
541 N. Superior St., downtown Toledo

Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm

Barnes & Noble
-both Monroe Street & Fallen Timbers

Borders • Boyd’s Retro Candy Store

Farmhouse Gift  Shop at Wildwood Metropark
Flower Hospital Gift  Shop • Leo’s Book Shoppe

St Charles Hospital Gift  Shop • St Vincent Hospital Gift  Shop
Toledo Hospital Gift  Shop

Toledo Lucas County Public Library Main Library Gift  Shop
UT Health Science Center Bookstore

UT Medical Center Gift  Shop
Vintage Gardens Gallery in Toledo Botanical Gardens
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MARKET AT A GLANCE
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LOCAL STOCKS

 84.54 13.66 Abercromb Fitch 44064 19.90 -.54
 49.49 25.54 Am Ele Pwr 23027 29.22 -.29
 48.70 10.65 Andersons Inc (The) 3049 13.36 -.01
 77.69 37.57 BP PLC 53915 45.82 -.15
 34.70 12.51 BobEvn 3528 16.87 -1.10
 45.73 6.98 Brush Eng Matls 3203 12.11 -.87
 18.07 8.33 CMS Engy 30065 9.72 -.19
 40.85 28.94 Campbell Soup 24240 29.08 -.78
 25.00 11.25 Cedar Fair 1231 13.51 -.37
 20.80 3.67 Cooper Tire 7182 5.48 +.10
 50.90 27.82 DTE Energy Co 11470 34.61 ...
 13.30 .34 Dana Holding 6694 1.04 -.26
 23.11 2.50 Dillards Inc 7404 3.98 -.49
 31.21 6.32 Fifth Third Bcp 87320 7.75 -.58
 24.17 6.12 Fst Defiance Finl 58 7.80 +.30
 317.00 85.28 First Solar Inc 55882 117.11 -17.73
 84.00 41.20 FirstEnergy Corp 13545 54.27 -1.57
 30.88 13.76 FirstMerit Corp 9006 20.40 -1.54
 30.10 3.93 Goodyear 48327 6.22 -.16
 53.98 30.14 Hlth Care REIT 28685 36.42 -3.27
 16.86 4.37 Huntgtn Bankshs 61846 7.92 -.10
 38.80 13.65 Johnson Controls 88740 19.44 -.09
 27.23 4.99 Keycorp 62101 8.42 -.41
 30.99 22.30 Kroger Co 198698 25.47 -1.84
 11.76 2.28 La-Z-Boy Inc 3454 2.72 -.13
 17.84 1.27 Libbey Inc 4346 1.75 +.20
 22.16 6.90 Limitd Brands 49270 9.44 -.12
 10.54 2.45 MBT Financial Corp 173 2.88 ...
 63.22 19.34 Marathon Oil 67637 24.13 +.31
 20.40 1.25 Natl City 406637 1.98 -.16
 28.58 10.05 Owens Corning 8131 16.84 -.06
 60.60 15.20 Owens Illinois 29008 20.58 +.75
 75.18 54.92 Procter & Gamble 206408 59.79 -2.70
 13.09 7.54 Rurban Financial 65 8.75 +.34
 56.69 37.22 Smucker, JM 22819 41.37 -1.23
 73.68 21.30 Sunoco Inc 32086 37.56 -.95
 37.79 7.30 Tecumseh A 2007 11.25 +.99
 98.00 30.19 Whirlpool 14588 42.69 -1.72

 52-WEEK VOL
 HIGH LOW NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

For more stock and mutual fund listings go to... toledoblade.com/business

AT&T Inc 383444 29.16 -.82
AXA 11233 21.18 -.23
AbtLab 80816 51.97 -.95
Aetna 35735 20.50 -1.21
Alcoa 281350 9.55 -.03
Alcon 5235 82.92 -1.74
Allstate 56712 26.43 -.69
Altria s 238818 14.93 -.07
Amazon 129615 51.25 -.16
AEagleOut 39214 9.93 -.24
AmExp 139900 23.29 -1.15
Amgen 98866 57.96 -.21
Apple Inc 424363 100.06 +.34
ApldMatl 223025 10.31 +.30
ArchDan 71701 27.14 +.33
ArvMerit 21995 4.25 -.07
Avon 42258 22.09 +.66
BkofAm 1134044 16.95 -.89
Barclay 11255 9.01 -.74
BestBuy 99863 23.75 -.53
BigLots 35168 15.40 -.05
BlockHR 42655 19.60 -.75
Blockbstr 12540 1.22 -.07
Boeing 79528 40.82 -2.03
Borders 8054 .63 -.04
BostonSci 112374 7.36 -.17
BrMySq 244608 20.40 -1.59
CSX 57217 34.10 -2.60
CVS Care 110239 28.27 -.19
CapOne 64862 32.88 -1.45
Caterpillar 149112 42.38 -.04
Chevron 188118 75.56 -2.53
Chipotle 3611 53.40 -3.49
Cisco 652802 17.16 -.09
Citigrp 2134185 8.54 +.07
CocaCl 127317 44.83 -1.15

Comcast 227115 16.41 -.14
Comerica 22356 21.57 -1.46
ConAgra 44010 13.97 -.13
ConocPhil 132646 51.13 +.28
Corning 221296 8.79 -.20
Costco 76340 53.10 -2.09
CredSuiss 8118 26.85 -1.26
Daimler 9962 32.59 +.91
Dell Inc 241150 11.86 -.14
DeltaAir 188516 10.87 -.15
Discover 53047 10.35 -.77
Disney 257118 23.53 -1.39
DowChm 148881 19.15 -1.22
DuPont 128558 26.38 +.04
DukeEngy 104361 14.51 -.43
ETrade 159306 1.32 -.06
eBay 166706 14.18 -.08
EMC Cp 256415 10.61 -.56
Eaton 26252 45.23 -.80
ExxonMbl 450766 78.20 -1.40
FannieMae 241294 .79 -.05
FedExCp 138743 63.65 -10.78
FordM 1349360 3.23 -.15
FortuneBr 16177 40.61 -.11
Gap 141111 13.38 -.81
Garmin 13935 18.93 +.46
GenDynam 26410 54.25 +.02
GenElec 1080375 17.78 -1.10
GnGrthPrp 157778 1.58 +.03
GenMills 65734 61.03 -3.75
GnMotr 332846 4.70 -.23
GlaxoSKln 15930 35.76 -.66
GoldmanS 167539 72.77 -4.38
Google 68129 305.97 +3.86
HSBC 14749 55.13 -.40
Hallibrtn 166213 15.68 +.37

Heinz 32809 35.80 -1.08
Hershey 12023 34.95 -.45
HewlettP 177247 34.51 -.72
HomeDp 248205 23.20 -1.05
Honda 20710 20.19 +.99
HonwllIntl 100635 27.68 +.47
ING 16174 9.08 +.28
Intel 861420 14.30 +.36
IBM 88808 82.69 -2.17
Intuit 36592 23.36 -.39
JPMorgCh 639202 33.96 -2.53
JohnJn 131192 57.81 -.96
Kellogg 25627 42.11 -.74
KimbClk 39070 51.86 -3.35
Kohls 54998 36.44 -1.18
Kraft 145234 26.95 -.73
LearCorp 27609 2.35 -.30
Level3 146271 .75 -.06
LillyEli 43135 34.57 -.29
Lowes 255424 22.09 -.77
Macys 124930 8.56 -.26
Manulif gs 35855 16.13 -.85
Mattel 44571 14.95 -.31
McDnlds 128488 59.68 -1.24
Medtrnic 81114 30.85 -.95
Merck 172306 26.31 -.69
MerrillLyn 251416 14.50 -.75
MetLife 154130 32.00 +1.97
Microsoft 782864 20.60 -.41
MorgStan 277769 14.97 -1.33
Motorola 146088 4.15 -.25
NatwFS 10349 51.00 -.25
Netflix 25337 28.09 +2.58
NiSource 32516 11.24 +.17
Nissan 7704 7.09 +.35
NokiaCp 202183 14.64 +.30

NorflkSo 38501 46.87 -1.95
NorthropG 23755 41.60 +.46
Novartis 23512 46.35 -1.28
OfficeDpt 57243 2.43 -.12
OfficeMax 10040 6.13 -.48
Oracle 433658 16.94 -.10
PNC 93572 52.12 -3.63
ParkerHan 27764 37.39 -1.60
Penney 43361 21.41 -.41
PepsiCo 72124 52.27 -1.33
PetsMart 31103 16.60 -1.01
Pfizer 417585 16.47 -.46
PhilMor n 118901 41.97 -.69
PwShs QQQ 1684067 30.01 -.07
priceline 18169 61.60 -2.85
Prudentl 96399 28.64 -1.90
PulteH 84128 10.66 -1.13
Qualcom 197980 33.48 +.11
QwestCm 203154 3.38 -.07
RiteAid h 37401 .43 -.02
RD Shell 33433 50.88 +.42
SaraLee 49462 9.03 -.48
Schwab 180325 18.52 -.88
SearsHldgs 14204 47.13 -.14
Sherwin 24479 56.24 -1.21
Siemens 18476 62.01 -1.71
SiriusXM 503830 .15 -.00
SonyCp 25014 20.50 +.46
SprintNex 268693 2.54 -.19
StanlWk 9317 32.84 -.31
Staples 111261 16.95 -.99
Starbucks 108516 9.27 -.33
Steelcse 6954 5.89 -.57
SunMicro 88716 3.82 -.01
Suncor gs 115833 18.89 +.32
TD Ameritr 47070 12.80 +.19
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WIDELY HELD STOCKS

TOP 100 FUNDS
NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG

NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG

American Funds
AmcapA  m 11.85 -.16
BalA  m 13.66 -.16
BondA  m 10.56 +.02
CapIncBuA  m 40.35 -.25
CpWldGrIA  m 25.58 -.10
EurPacGrA  m 28.46 +.14
FundmInvA  m 24.51 -.23
GrthAmA  m 20.27 -.21
HiIncA  m 7.52 +.01
IncAmerA  m 12.73 -.16

InvCoAmA  m 20.64 -.28
MutualA  m 18.85 -.28
NewPerspA  m 20.08 -.03
NwWrldA  m 30.37 +.10
SmCpWldA  m 19.35 -.15
WAMutInvA  m 21.78 -.53
Artio Global
IntlEqI 23.73 +.02
Artisan
Intl 14.59 -.06
Baron

Growth  b 29.11 -.53
BlackRock
GlobAlcA  m 14.80 -.11
GlobAlcC  m 13.87 -.10
Columbia
AcornZ  x 16.72 -.57
Davis
NYVentA  m 23.31 -.54
Dodge & Cox
Bal 49.56 -.70
Income 11.41 +.05
IntlStk 23.20 ...
Stock 72.39 -1.67
Eaton Vance

LrgCpValA  m 14.25 -.35
Fairholme Funds
Fairhome 21.19 -.37
Fidelity
Bal 12.79 -.11
BlChGrow 25.88 -.53
CapInc 5.32 +.01
Contra 44.19 -.85
DiscEq 16.80 -.32
DivrIntl 19.70 -.11
EqInc 30.41 -.78
Free2010 10.39 -.09
Free2020 10.00 -.11
Free2030 9.63 -.13

GovtInc 10.79 +.04
GrowCo 47.46 -.72
GrowInc 13.00 -.35
IntlDisc 21.78 -.24
InvGrdBd 6.22 +.02
LowPriStk 21.51 -.30
Magellan 43.63 -.65
Puritan 12.83 -.16
TotalBd 8.94 +.04
USBdIndx 10.55 +.03
Value 37.71 -.84
Fidelity Spartan
USEqIndxI 31.57 -.74
First Eagle

GlbA  m 33.70 +.07
FrankTemp-Franklin
CA TF A  m 6.00 -.03
Fed TF A  m 10.16 -.04
Income A  m 1.54 ...
Income C  m 1.56 ...
FrankTemp-Mutual
Shares Z 15.28 -.09
FrankTemp-Templeton
GlBond A  m 11.37 +.17
Growth A  m 13.15 -.02
Harbor
IntlInstl 38.07 -.05
Hartford

CapAprA  m 21.07 -.37
Janus
Janus 18.33 -.18
Twenty 41.07 -.49
Longleaf Partners
LongPart 14.75 -.20
Lord Abbett
AffiliatA  m 8.50 -.31
Oakmark
EqIncI 22.01 -.07
Oppenheimer
IntlBondA  m 5.75 ...
StrIncA  m 3.32 +.01
PIMCO

AllAssetI 9.79 +.01
LowDrIs 9.32 +.05
TotRetA  m 10.33 +.06
TotRetAdm  b 10.33 +.06
TotRetIs 10.33 +.06
TotRetrnD  b 10.33 +.06
T Rowe Price
BlChpGr 22.56 -.45
CapApprec 13.94 -.15
EqIndex 23.99 -.56
EqtyInc 17.03 -.46
GrowStk 18.90 -.29
MidCpGr 32.72 -.48
NewIncome 8.42 +.02

Van Kampen
EqIncomeA  m 6.30 -.08
Vanguard
500 82.31 -1.94
500Adml 82.32 -1.95
AssetA 18.55 -.41
EuropeIdx 20.36 -.11
GNMA 10.48 +.03
GNMAAdml 10.48 +.03
HltCrAdml 43.47 -.71
HlthCare 102.94 -1.69
InflaPro 11.34 +.05
InstIdx 81.73 -1.93
InstPlus 81.73 -1.93

InstTBdId 50.19 +.18
InstTStPl 19.30 -.45
IntlGr 12.60 -.12
LifeMod 14.94 -.21
MuIntAdml 12.34 -.03
Prmcp 47.30 -.86
PrmcpAdml 49.14 -.89
STCor 9.59 +.02
STGradeAd 9.59 +.02
Star 14.83 -.14
TgtRe2015 9.60 -.11
Tgtet2025 9.26 -.14
TotBdAdml 9.96 +.03
TotBdId 9.96 +.03

TotBdInst 9.96 +.03
TotBdMkSig 9.96 +.03
TotIntl 10.25 -.08
TotStIAdm 21.38 -.51
TotStIIns 21.38 -.51
TotStIdx 21.37 -.51
WellsI 18.40 -.14
Welltn 23.71 -.25
WelltnAdm 40.95 -.43
WndsIIAdm 33.60 -.76
Wndsr 8.77 -.20
WndsrII 18.92 -.43
Western Asset
CrPlBdIns 8.25 +.06

Fund notes:
b-Fee covering 
market costs 
is paid from 
fund assets. 
m-Multiple fees 
are charged, 
usually a mar-
keting fee and 
either a sales or 
redemption fee. 
x-fund paid a 
distribution dur-
ing the week.

Stock notes:
d - new intraday 52-week low
n - stock was a new issue in the last year - the 
52-week high and low figures are calculated 
from their start date
s - stock has split, increasing outstanding 
shares by at least 20 percent within the 
last year
u - new intraday 52-week high
v - Trading halted on primary market
vj - company in bankruptcy, receivership or 
being reorganized under the bankruptcy law 
- this appears in front of the name

TJX 60900 20.07 -1.07
TRWAuto 19984 3.52 -.59
Target 184844 37.98 -.34
TexInst 339845 15.55 +.73
3M Co 83359 56.15 -1.23
TimeWarn 274442 9.68 -.03
Total SA 36459 51.26 -.03
Toyota 13688 59.22 -.96
TycoIntl 62705 22.44 -.66
UBS AG 40753 12.92 -.71
UPS B 101719 54.51 -4.11
US Bancrp 169020 28.10 -1.39
UtdTech 94037 47.97 -.68
UtdhlthGp 80643 20.78 -.67
ValeroE 114950 18.79 +.26
VerizonCm 223488 33.35 -.88
Vodafone 43966 19.62 -.47
Wachovia 351610 5.96 -.42
WalMart 292063 55.81 -1.75
Walgrn 79350 25.92 -.40
WellsFargo 551570 30.50 -2.16
WendyArby 53605 4.03 -.10
Wyeth 55682 34.22 +.02
Xerox 92721 7.53 -.24
Yahoo 283616 12.19 -.01
YumBrnds 37547 28.05 -.86
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CONSUMER SAVINGS AND LOANS                                             Rates as of Dec. 9, 2008

Banks, Savings & Loans

Money Market 
Savings 

   Min.
Deposit     APY

CDs
   Less than                  1 to                   More than
     1 year                    3 years                    3 years
  Min.                     Min.                     Min.
 Deposit    APY    Deposit    APY    Deposit    APY

Home equity
     Fixed         Lines of
 term loans     Credit
   $25,000-      $25,000-
    49,999         49,999
      APR            APR

Bank of Maumee
419-868-1750  $50,000     2.25%  $1,000     3.15%       

          11 mos.
 $1,000     3.75%     
      24-35 mos.

 $1,000      3.35%               
      36-60 mos.      7.25%      4.25%

Charter One Bank
877-242-7837  $10,000     2.50%   $1,000      3.75%  

           6 mos.
 $1,000     3.50%
         24 mos.

  $1,000     3.50% 
        60 mos.    7.99%   4.24%

Fifth Third Bank
419-259-7820   $50,000    1.20%    $5,000      3.50%      

6 mos.
$5,000        4.05%           

24 mos. 
$5,000 4.50%        

60 mos.      8.09%    4.25%

First Federal Bank, Defi ance
800-472-6292  $10,000     0.50%    $500       3.25%

         7 mos.
 $10,000   3.35% 
        35 mos.  

 $10,000   1.60%      
        48 mos.     7.75%     6.75%

First Federal S&L of Delta
419-822-3131           N/A   $500     1.51%   

           6 mos.
  $500     1.71% 
         12 mos. N/A      N/A      7.50%

FirstMerit Bank
419-843-9680  $500          2.00%  $1,000    2.00%

         6 mos.
   $5,000    3.50% 
        24 mos. 

 $10,000  2.00% 
    36 mos.      7.49%      4.50%

Genoa Bank
800-592-2828  $10,000    2.50%  $1,000     1.50%

91 days
 $1,000    4.00%

13 mos.
 $1,000      4.00%

60 mos.    N/A     4.00%

KeyBank
800-539-2968  $50,000     2.00%     $25,000    3.55%  

         9 mos.
 $25,000    3.75%  
         14 mos.

 $25,000    4.10%     
       48 mos.      5.47%     4.24%

Metamora State Bank
419-885-1996   $25,000    1.75% $5,000       1.75%  

        182 days 
$5,000     3.30%
        36 mos.  

  $5,000     3.75% 
        60 mos.     7.51%    7.50%

National Bank of Oak Harbor
419-691-6264  $25,000     1.26%  $500        1.36% 

           9 mos.
  $500      2.53%
         36 mos.

  $500        4.02%               
         60 mos.     N/A     4.75%

National City Bank
800-925-9259  $25,000     0.80%  $10,000    1.80%

6 mos.
$10,000    3.60%

3 years
 $10,000    4.30%

5 years     9.07%     5.08%

Union Bank, Pemberville
419-659-2141  $50,000     0.50%     $1,000     3.25% 

          12 mos.
  $5,000     4.00%     
         36 mos,

  $500        2.50% 
        60 mos.   5.125%     4.00%

Credit unions

AP Federal C.U., Toledo
419-476-2531   $50,000    1.75%  $500      2.00%

6 mos.
 $500     3.00%

18 mos.
 $500     3.50%

60 mos.     5.00%     5.00%

Champion C.U., Toledo
419-407-4140  $25,000     2.25%   $1,000     2.50% 

          6 mos.
  $1,000     3.25% 
         18 mos.

 $1,000      4.00% 
        48 mos.     5.50%    5.00%

Co-op Toledo C.U.
419-382-3600          N/A $1,000       2.27%

         6 mos.
 $1,000    2.52% 
         12 mos. 

           N/A  N/A     5.00%

Maumee Valley C.U., Toledo
800-890-7931   $1,000       1.51%   $500       2.26%         

           6 mos.
  $500    3.29%                 
         36 mos.

  $500        4.06%    
60 mos.    5.50%    6.50%

Sun Federal C.U., Maumee
419-698-6965         N/A   $500        2.37%  

         6 mos.
 $500         3.09%     
         12 mos.

 $1,000     4.53%    
54 mos.     5.75%     5.69%

Toledo Teamsters C.U.
419-243-7373  $5,000      2.00%  $500         2.52%

         6 mos. 
 $500       3.65%           
         18 mos. 

            N/A 
           7.50%     N/A

Source: Financial institutions
NOTE: There may be terms and conditions to obtain the above rates, including having a savings or checking account with the institution. 
Also, for credit unions, conditions include being a resident of a particular county or an employee at specifi ed businesses.

APY is annual percentage yield, and it could change during the term of deposit. APR is annual percentage rate (including interest and 
fees). Methods of compounding vary. N/A means not available.

To fatten profit, drive-throughs
boost accuracy in filling orders

McDonald’s, the largest fast-food chain, was second to Chick-
fi l-A in a recent survey of drive-through effi ciency.
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would consider adding the space 
to public parks or land reserved 
for recreation or environmental 
preservation.

“We’re looking at pretty inno-
vative ideas,” said George Jack-
son, Detroit Economic Growth’s 
chief executive.

 One is urban farming. In 
many parts of Detroit, land that 
once held houses now grows 
cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, 
and collard greens.

The city has more than 500 
gardens and “we plan to triple 
that every year,” said Michael 
Travis, deputy director of Urban 
Farming, a  nonprofi t corpora-
tion that helps clear land and 
provides topsoil and fertilizer.

The farms may also raise home 
values. In many neighborhoods, 
nearby gardens could add as 
much as $5,000 to selling prices, 
said real estate broker Russ Rav-
ary, who has listings  in the city 
and surrounding suburbs. 

The average price of a home 
dropped 55 percent to $18,578 in 
the fi rst nine months of the year, 
according to the Detroit Board of 
Realtors.

Even Mr. Ravary conceded 
that mini-farms are a stopgap 
measure at best.

“I hate to say it,” he said, “but 
I wouldn’t put my money in De-
troit.”   

Wal-Mart faced 76 similar 
class action lawsuits in courts 
across the country as of March 
31, the company said in a  fi l-
ing with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission.

In Pennsylvania, workers 
won a $78.5 million judgment 
in 2006 for working off the 
clock and through rest breaks, 
and the company was hit 
with a $172 million verdict in 
California in 2005 for illegally 
denying lunch breaks. Wal-
Mart has fi led appeals in both 
those cases.

Meanwhile, the retailer said 
yesterday in a fi ling with the 
SEC that it has suspended its 
share repurchase program, 
citing the economy and “in-
stability in credit markets.”

About $10 billion of the $15 
billion of shares authorized by 
the board in May, 2007, have 
been bought back, the fi ling 
said. The shares closed yester-
day at $55.81 on the New York 
Stock Exchange.   

Wal-Mart 
Continued from Page 6

Farms 
Continued from Page 6

Regulators OK $40B
in credit-union aid
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON  — The Na-
tional Credit Union Administra-
tion  said yesterday that  more 
than $40 billion will be available 
to support several credit unions 
that suffered losses from mort-
gage securities,  and  $2 billion 
will be provided to help strug-
gling homeowners.

 The new borrowing from the 
Treasury Department will be 
available under a special facil-
ity that Congress approved in 
September for the agency, which 
oversees about  8,100 federally 
insured credit unions.

The money will be funneled 
through  corporate credit unions, 
which  furnish wholesale fi nanc-
ing and investment services to 
the greater population of retail 
credit unions. 

Some of the 28 U.S. corporate 
credit unions  have sustained 
steep losses  from the depressed 

value of the mortgage-backed 
securities they hold.

The majority of credit unions, 
which are cooperatives owned 
by their members, are fi nancially 
strong.

The other program will involve 
up to $2 billion in low-cost loans 
to retail credit unions to be used 
for reducing mortgage rates for 
delinquent and strapped low-
income and moderate-income 
homeowners who are their 
members. 

Credit unions will have six 
months to modify home loans 
under the program.

 The credit-union agency 
 originally hoped to gain funds 
 from the Treasury’s $700 billion 
fi nancial bailout package. But 
 the Bush Administration  shifted 
the package’s focus last month 
 to buying stakes in banks and 
insurance companies, excluding 
credit unions.    

Accord reached
on pilot seniority
at merged Delta
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA  — An arbitration 
panel has ruled  that the senior-
ity lists of Delta Air Lines and 
Northwest Airlines pilots should 
be integrated based on pilots’ 
status and aircraft category.

The three-member panel’s 
decision, which affects roughly 
12,000 pilots, is binding and ef-
fective immediately.  

 Delta  became the world’s 
biggest carrier when it acquired 
Northwest Oct. 29.  A joint pilot 
contract was in place, but senior-
ity had remained unresolved.  

Pilots  at the top of the senior-
ity list get fi rst choice on vaca-
tions, the best routes, and the 
bigger planes that they get paid 
more for fl ying.     
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