
She told the detectives that 
when the beating eventually 
stopped, “... they left him hand-
cuffed and he was laying on the 
bed, just like this. Not moving, not 
breathing. I went to the door and 
I looked and I came back and I 
said, that is a dead man, that man 
is dead.”

Authorities said that Mr. Ben-
ton, 25, of North Toledo, who was 
accused of slaying his paralyzed 
cousin and the cousin’s wife, died 
two days later on June 1, 2004, in 
St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center.

An autopsy by Deputy Lucas 
County Coroner Dr. Cynthia 
Beisser found no evidence of 
trauma, foul play, or abuse. 
However, the U.S. Department of 
Justice asserted this week that Mr. 
Benton allegedly died because of 
 strangulation and assault that he 
received in jail.

On Tuesday, a federal grand 
jury in U.S. District Court in To-
ledo issued a 12-count indictment 
bringing criminal charges against 
Sheriff Telb; John Gray, a former 

sergeant at the jail; 
Jay Schmeltz , a for-
mer deputy sheriff, 
and current Capt. 
Robert McBroom, 
an Internal Affairs 
investigator for the 
sheriff’s offi ce.   

Ms. Anaya, who 
was employed at 
the jail from Janu-

ary, 2001, until 2008, stepped for-
ward with her account on March 
10, 2008 — the same day that her 
superiors recommended she be 
fi red.

Ms. Anaya had compiled a long 
list of disciplinary reprimands at 
the sheriff’s offi ce, including one 
for a criminal conviction for ly-
ing to authorities in an apparent 
attempt to protect her boyfriend 
and now ex-husband, Jason Hill. 

That incident stemmed from 
an April, 2002, run-in with Toledo 
police when Ms. Anaya gave of-
fi cers a wrong name as they were 
attempting to fi nd Mr. Hill during 
an assault investigation. 

She was convicted in Toledo 
Municipal Court for “obstruct-
ing justice; communicating false 
information,” for which she was 
sentenced to 60 days in jail. The 
sentence was suspended.

A second conviction came after 
she gave another fake name for 
Mr. Hill to a state trooper in Oc-
tober, 2007. 

For that charge she was sen-
tenced in Sylvania Municipal 
Court to 20 days of electronic 
monitoring, 40 hours of commu-
nity service, and ordered to com-
plete psychological counseling.

The alleged details of Mr. 
Benton’s death emerged during 
an interview at Ms. Anaya’s home 
that occurred hours after the dis-
ciplinary hearing related to her 
 2007 lying incident.

After she was told by a hearing 
offi cer  that he was recommend-
ing her dismissal, she blurted 
out, “I witnessed two people who 
were murdered in this jail and you 
[expletive deleted] didn’t do noth-
ing,” according to department 
records.

Following the outburst, detec-
tives Woodruff and Stooksbury 
visited her home.

During their interview, Ms. Ana-
ya expressed surprise at the detec-
tives’ assertion that the coroner 
found “no physical signs of [Mr. 
Benton] being beaten.”

“I know what I saw. I know what 
I saw,” she maintained. “What I 
saw was mistreatment. What I saw 
was these offi cers holding him 
down, handcuffed, naked, who 
was not fi ghting them, who was 
no longer even resisting … they’re 
jumping on him. They’re punch-
ing him. They’re kicking him. 
They’re screaming at him.” 

Ms. Anaya also recounted how a 
female colleague at the jail warned 
her to not tell anyone what she 
saw happen to Mr. Benton. 

“She said, ‘Tina, I was told to 
give you a message.’ I said, ‘What.’ 

And they said, ‘You keep your 
mouth shut if you know what’s 
good for you.’ I said, ‘You tell him, 
I don’t go for threats,’” she told the 
detectives.

In a report later that month, 
Detective Woodruff wrote that af-
ter numerous interviews with jail 
staff and Ms. Anaya, then known 
as Tina Hill, “There appear to be 
many inconsistencies with the in-
cident as described by Tina Hill.”

The department’s investiga-
tion concluded that no assault of 
punching or kicking appeared to 
have occurred.

Ms. Anaya’s attorney, Matt Fech , 
said yesterday that she cooper-
ated with the FBI’s investigation. 
Despite his client’s criminal his-
tory of lying to authorities, he 
said Ms. Anaya is telling the truth 
about what she saw happen to Mr. 
Benton nearly fi ve years ago in the 
county jail. 

“Tina is very credible,” Mr. Fech 
said. “The information she has 
provided has been in such detail 
and has been consistent … it leads 
me to believe that the information 
has been truthful.” 

Contact JC Reindl at:
jreindl@theblade.com

or 419-724-6065.  
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Onetime Justice offi cial
named U.S. border czar

EL PASO  — A former Justice 
Department offi cial who led a 
1990s crackdown on illegal bor-
der crossings was named to the 
new U.S. post of “border czar” 
yesterday  to oversee efforts to 
end drug-cartel violence along 
the U.S.-Mexico border and to 
slow the tide of illegal immigra-
tion.

Alan Bersin, a former U.S. 
attorney who  once served as 
California’s education secretary, 
was named to the job by Home-
land Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano.

Mr. Bersin and Ms. Napoli-
tano spoke to reporters on a 
bridge over the Rio Grande 
linking El Paso with Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico, a city plagued 
by violence among drug cartels 
and Mexican authorities, claim-
ing the lives of 10,650 people 
since December, 2006. 

Calif. woman gets death
threats in slaying of girl

MANTECA, Calif. — A North-
ern California woman who has 
the same name as the Sunday 
school teacher charged with 
killing an 8-year-old girl says 
she is getting death threats 
from people who mistake her 
for the suspect.

Like the Tracy resident who is 
accused of killing Sandra Cantu 
and putting her body in a suit-
case, the Melissa Huckaby who 
lives 14 miles away in Manteca 
is 28 years old, has a 5-year-old 
daughter, and volunteers at 
church.

The improbable similarities 
have created inevitable confu-
sion. News crews keep calling 
or showing up in Manteca 
looking for the wrong woman. 
And so many people posted 
threatening messages on her 
MySpace page that the mis-
identifi ed woman says she fears 
for her safety. 

Pizza fi rm pair fi red
over YouTube video

ANN ARBOR — Two 
Domino’s Pizza employees in 
Conover, N.C., have been fi red 
after a video was posted on 
YouTube showing one of them 
putting cheese in his nostril 
and waving meat under his but-
tocks while making a sandwich.

 Tim McIntyre, spokesman for 
Domino’s Pizza Inc., said yes-
terday  the “idiots” were fi red, 
criminal charges for food tam-
pering are being pressed, and 
the company is considering a 
civil action. 

Flooding forces more
N.D. residents to fl ee

KATHRYN, N.D. — Residents 
of this tiny community cleared 
out yesterday as water spilled 
over a nearby dam and began 
eroding it, while offi cials in the 
larger town of Valley City to 
the north urged thousands of 
people to evacuate from their 
homes because of a fl ooding 
threat that could persist for 
weeks.

National Guard soldiers in 
helicopters were dropping one-
ton sandbags to help shore up 
the Clausen Springs Dam a few 
miles from Kathryn, a town of 
about 55 residents that could 
become inundated if the dam 
breaks.

 Residents fl ed to relatives’ 
homes or a Red Cross shelter 
after offi cials went door to door 
telling them to get out. 

Charity raises $102,000
for roller coaster rides

MASON, Ohio — A charity 
auction to win seats on the 
fi rst eight trains on the new 
Diamondback roller coaster at 
Kings Island has raised more 
than $102,000.

The top bid — $5,000 — was 
placed by Blackhawk Network, 
a credit card software company 
in California. 

The second-largest bid 
— $3,100 — was made by Texas 
roller coaster enthusiast Allan 
Hague, followed by another 
$3,000 bid he entered for his 
wife. 

 Proceeds benefi t the char-
ity group A Kid Again, which 
pays for large-group outings for 
children with life-threatening 
illnesses and their families. 

Obamas report $2.7 million in earnings for 2008 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
 Obama and his wife, Michelle, 
millionaires from his best-selling 
books, made $2.7 million last year 
and paid just under one-third of 
their adjusted income in federal 
taxes.

While the income, mostly his, 
was far more than the U.S. me-
dian household income of about 
$50,000, it was quite a decrease 
from the $4.2 million the Obamas 
made in 2007.

Both years, nearly all of the 
earnings came from Mr. Obama’s 
best-selling books. Dreams from 
My Father  and The Audacity of 
Hope brought in about $2.5 million 
in royalties last year, according to 
copies of the returns released by 
the White House yesterday , the 
federal fi ling deadline.

Mr. Obama earned $139,204 
as a Democratic senator from Il-
linois last year before leaving his 
seat after winning the November 
election. 

Michelle Obama received a sal-
ary of $62,709 from the University 
of Chicago Hospitals, where she 
was an executive.

The couple’s total federal tax 
came to $855,323. That was 32 
percent of their adjusted gross 
income of $2,656,902.

 They reported contributing 
$172,050 to charity last year, in-
cluding $25,000 each to the CARE 
international relief agency and the 
United Negro College Fund. That 
$172,050 represented about 6.5 

percent of the family’s adjusted 
gross income. 

That percentage is roughly two 
to three times the national aver-
age for household donations to 
charity, according to the Center 
on Philanthropy at Indiana Uni-
versity.

 The White House also released 
Vice President Joe Biden’s tax re-
turns. 

Mr. Biden and his wife, Jill, 
earned $269,256 last year.

The Bidens’ main sources of 

income were salaries from the 
Senate, Widener University, and 
Delaware Technical & Commu-
nity College and royalties from the 
audio rights to the vice president’s 
memoir, Promises to Keep.

According to tax returns re-
leased by the vice president’s 
offi ce, Mr. and Mrs. Biden paid 
$46,952 in federal income taxes 
and $11,164 in Delaware state in-
come taxes. 

The couple donated $1,885 to 
charity.  

INTERVIEW THAT BEGAN INVESTIGATION OF
LUCAS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Tina Hill

Hours after former Lucas County jail corrections officer Tina Hill told 
top department officials in a March 10, 2008 disciplinary hearing that 
she had witnessed a murder at the jail, sheriff’s investigators 
interviewed her at her home about her claim.

SOURCE: Lucas County Sheriff's Office THE BLADE

Interview with Tina Hill at her residence
03/10/2008

Det. Mark Woodruff / Det. Cathy Stooksbury

Mark Woodruff: Okay, we want to talk to you. I guess you had something downtown today. 
In the process of that, you said you had information on some murders.

Tina Hill: Carlton Benton is an inmate, and he was at St. Luke’s or St. Vincent’s Hospital 
and when they brought him back because I guess he was irate or whatever this incident was 
at the hospital they brought him back. He was butt naked head to toe hand-cuffed, like hog 
tied like this. The deputies picked him up and they were like slamming him into the wall and 
slamming him into the bars and slamming him into the elevator. And I was working the 
booth.

OURCE: Lucas County Sheriff's Office THE BLADE

Tina Hill: ... I left my station because I told them he is not on this floor, he’s down in 
medical. They left the floor. They went and took him down to medical. So I went down 
stairs to see what was happening, because of what they were doing to him. In the lobby was 
totally uncalled for. So I said I’m gonna go see because they are going to kill this man...
...he was in medical number one. I’m not lying to you this poor man was laying butt naked 
on his stomach on the bed, and the officers were jumping and jumping, and stomping and 
kicking and punching and smothering his face and choking him. I mean brutally beating this 
man. So I’m standing there watching and saying to myself, Oh my god I can’t believe they 
are doing this and I told the nurse, you guys somebody’s gotta stop this, they gotta stop this. 
They wouldn’t stop, finally they, everybody comes out...
...he was laying on the bed, just like this. Not moving, not breathing. I went to the door and I 
looked and I came back and I said, that is a dead man, that man is dead.

Bates said.
The prosecutor’s offi ce  made 

“two determinations,” she said.
“One, the coroner needs to be 

notifi ed about the change of facts 
and we personally did that,” Ms. 
Bates said. “Two, we sent all the 
information we had available to 
the assistant U.S. attorney to look 
at. … We felt it was appropriate for 
us not to be involved in this when 
it involved a client.”

The county prosecutor is the 
lawyer for the county sheriff.

An investigation last year into 
Mr. Benton’s death was sparked 
when a former corrections offi cer, 
Tina Hill, told sheriff’s  offi cials 
that she witnessed a murder in 
the jail. 

Sheriff’s investigators looked 
into the allegations and provided 
a verbal report of the facts in the 
case to the prosecutor’s offi ce.

Included in that report was the 
determination by the coroner’s 
offi ce that Mr. Benton’s death was 
not a homicide but instead caused 
by a seizure disorder. Despite new 
information given to her at the 
time, Deputy Coroner Cynthia 
Beisser said she would not change 
her ruling.

John Weglian, chief of the Spe-
cial Units Division for the prose-
cutor’s offi ce, said yesterday that 
he had a meeting with sheriff’s 
investigators about the allegations 
about a year ago and based on the 

information he was given, advised 
the department that there was 
not “suffi cient evidence to pursue 
criminal allegations.”

“I was told that there was an in-
mate who was unruly and that he 
was subdued by one of the offi cers 
using a sleeper hold on him,” he 
said, adding that he was not told 
that the inmate was choked. “I 
was also told that the coroner de-
termined that the cause of death 
was natural causes.”

In a press conference held 
Tuesday, Sheriff Telb denied 
 charges that he attempted to hide 
information about the incident, 
saying  the case was reviewed and 
cleared. He also said  allegations 
that he lied to FBI agents were 
unfounded.

Jail Administrator Jim O’Neal 
said the sheriff’s statements about 
the case were a result of his un-
derstanding that the prosecutor’s 
offi ce determined not to pursue 
criminal charges in the incident.

“Shortly after [the meeting with 
the prosecutor], Internal Affairs 
got a letter that the FBI was taking 
over the investigation,” Mr. O’Neal 
said.

In the 12-count federal indict-
ment released Tuesday, federal 
authorities charged Sheriff Telb 
and Capt. Robert McBroom with 
making false statements and mis-
prision of a felony. Former Sher-
iff’s Sgt. John Gray and Deputy Jay 
Schmeltz were each charged with 
multiple counts, including depri-
vation of rights under the color of 
law, falsifi cation of documents, 
and making false statements.

The men are each slated to be 
arraigned in U.S. District Court in 
Toledo May 1.

If convicted, Sheriff Telb and 
Captain McBroom face up to three 
years in prison. Mr. Schmeltz fac-
es up to 10 years in prison and Mr. 
Gray could be sentenced to life in 
prison, if convicted.

Although the prosecutor’s offi ce 
will pursue charges against coun-
ty employees, the law requires the 
offi ce to represent “all county of-
fi cials, boards, and agencies,” Ms. 
Bates said.

The offi ce is  defending the 
county and the sheriff’s offi ce  in 
a wrongful death lawsuit fi led by 
Mr. Benton’s family but would not 
defend the sheriff in any criminal 
case.

Because an initial investigation 
revealed information that “may 
or may not have implicated the 
sheriff,” Ms. Bates said she im-
mediately sent the case outside 
the offi ce.

“Did something happen and if 
it did, did the sheriff know about 
it? These were questions we felt we 
should not be answering against 
our client,” she said yesterday.

In a letter dated April 28, 2008, 
to Assistant U.S. Attorney David 
Bauer, Ms. Bates wrote that her 
offi ce was forwarding a “report 
relative to an incident at the Jail 
in 2004.”

“I am the statutory attorney for 
the Lucas County Sheriff and as 
such have a confl ict in any further 
investigative involvement in this 
matter,” her letter stated. 

In addition to sending infor-

mation to federal authorities, 
the prosecutor’s offi ce had corre-
spondence with the Lucas County 
Coroner’s Offi ce, once on April 16, 
2008, and again on Oct. 10.

In the April 16 letter written  by 
Steven Papadimos, chief of the 
prosecutor’s civil division, the 
coroner’s offi ce was advised that 
more  information may be avail-
able regarding Mr. Benton’s death. 

“The Lucas County Sheriff’s 
Department representative has 
advised our offi ce that the de-
cedent, while an inmate of the 
Lucas County Corrections Center, 
was subjected to physical force 
which may be considered violent, 
suspicious, and or unusual,” the 
letter stated. “Our offi ce has been 
advised that the physical force 
applied to the decedent was not 
known by your offi ce at the time 
of death nor taken into account 
in determination of the cause of 
death.”

Sheriff Telb said Tuesday that 
the investigation will  lead to his 
exoneration. He continues to have 
support in the community.

“I have known Jim Telb for 52 
years. ... Throughout all those 
years I have never had a single 
occasion to doubt his truthful-
ness — his integrity.  And, I don’t 
today,” Mayor Carty Finkbeiner 
said in a statement released by 
his offi ce. “I’ll be at Sheriff Telb’s 
side when his integrity is fully rec-
ognized by his accusers and the 
court system.”

Contact Erica Blake at:
eblake@theblade.com

or 419-213-2134.

Sheriff 
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 Former Sheriff’s Sgt. John Gray, left, and Deputy Jay Schmeltz, cen-
ter, are charged with deprivation of rights and falsifi cation of doc-
uments. Capt. Robert McBroom also is charged in the jail death. 

Benton
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