
the voter-approved constitutional 
amendment,  would be built on 44 
riverfront acres in East Toledo be-
tween Rossford and I-75.

Voting machines had barely 
been unplugged before lawmak-
ers were talking about rethinking 
what voters had approved. 

Rep. Clyde Evans (R., Rio 
Grande) proposed putting an-
other constitutional amendment 
on the ballot that would place all 
the casinos on hold while the state 
conducts competitive bidding to 
determine who would run them 
and how much they’d be willing to 
pay to do so.  

He would need three-fi fths of 
his colleagues to agree — 60 of 
99 members in the House and 20 
of 33 in the Senate — to put the 
question to voters.

Mr. Evans also wants to raise the 
tax rate on casino gross revenue 
from the 33 percent approved in 
Tuesday’s vote to 60 percent and 
to divert the funds from the coun-
ties, schools, and cities that would 
benefi t under Issue 3 to the state 

for education.
“The citizens of Ohio made it 

clear that they want casinos in 
the state,” Mr. Evans said. “During 
a time of economic duress, com-
panies outside of the state of Ohio 
gave our citizens only one option, 
a very bad option. This constitu-
tional amendment will correct 
some of its inequities.”

Gov. Ted Strickland, who op-
posed Issue 3 and instead cham-
pioned an ill-fated plan to place 
slot machines at racetracks, did 
not jump on the bandwagon.

“I believe in elections, and elec-
tions have consequences,” the 
governor said. 

“Less than 24 hours ago, people 
by a sizable majority endorsed 
this ballot initiative. What I want 
to do is work with the legislature 
to make sure any implementing 
legislation is written in such a 
way that the people of Ohio are 
protected as much as they can 
possibly be,” he said.

“In my judgment, you do not 
choose less than 24 hours after 
the polls close to contemplate any 
action that would undo what vot-
ers just supported,” Mr. Strickland 
said.

Lawmakers and the governor 

must pass enabling legislation 
that would essentially write be-
tween the lines of the constitu-
tional amendment, spelling out, 
for instance, how the new casino 
gambling regulatory panel created 
by Issue 3 would operate.

The legislation, however, 
cannot  directly contradict the 

amendment. Only another voter-
approved constitutional amend-
ment can  do that.

Fifty-seven of Ohio’s 88 counties 
rejected Issue 3. 

In northwest Ohio, Ottawa, Erie, 
Huron, Seneca, Putnam, and Allen 
counties joined Lucas in support 
of the ballot issue. 

Lucas voters largely matched 
the state as a whole with 53 per-
cent of its electorate apparently 
liking the idea.

Cuyahoga and Hamilton coun-
ties, where two of the casinos 
would be built, supported it, too. 
Franklin County opposed Issue 3, 
but Columbus will have to accept 
a casino anyway.

While Penn, which also owns 
Toledo’s Raceway Park, would de-
velop the Toledo and Columbus 
sites, its Issue 3 partner, Cleveland 
Cavaliers majority owner Dan 
Gilbert, would own the Cincinnati 
and Cleveland sites. 

They have estimated that the 
casinos would create a total of 
19,000 temporary construction 
jobs and 15,000 permanent casino 
jobs. 

Of the permanent jobs, 1,200 
have been promised to Toledo.

“We can’t afford to be giving bil-
lion-dollar paychecks to the state 
of Michigan and the state of Indi-
ana,” said Mr. Finkbeiner, Toledo’s 
lame-duck mayor, who was an 
ardent backer of casino gambling 
in Toledo and Ohio.

Contact Jim Provance at:
jprovance@theblade.com

or 614-221-0496.

Mr. Bell, a lifelong Democrat 
who ran as an independent, won 
with 52.3 percent of the vote. 
The unoffi cial tally was 35,390 to 
32,266, with a 36.9 percent voter 
turnout.

He carried 18 of Toledo’s 24 
wards, including all of South Tole-
do and the 12th Ward where both 
he and Mr. Wilkowski live. Mr. 
Wilkowski carried the two wards 
north of Laskey Road, Point Place, 
and three East Toledo wards.

Mr. Bell also carried Ward 4, the 
Lagrange area that was once home 
to a concentrated population of 
Polish-Americans who voted reli-
ably Democratic, and where both 
he and Mr. Wilkowski grew up.

It appeared that Mr. Bell in-
herited most of those who voted 
for Republican Jim Moody and 
independent D. Michael Collins 
in the primary election, although 
neither made an endorsement.

“[Mr. Bell] was by and large the 
second choice for a lot of those 
people,” said Jennifer Sorgenfrei, a 
campaign spokesman for Mr. Bell.

Andy Douglas, a retired Ohio 
Supreme Court justice and a Re-
publican, recorded an automated 
call that was transmitted to Re-
publican voters for Mr. Bell the 
day before the election.

The other major vote-getter in 
the primary, Democrat Ben Ko-
nop, endorsed Mr. Wilkowski.

Mr. Wilkowski received promi-
nent endorsements in the black 
community, but Mr. Bell had the 
backing of Toledo’s fi rst black 
mayor, Jack Ford, who made auto-
mated phone calls to central-city 
voters Tuesday morning. Mr. Bell 
carried the fi ve substantially black 
wards, 6, 8, 10, 13, and 14, by wide 
margins, but he also carried much 
of the white wards in Toledo by 
slim margins.

Mr. Wilkowski was not taking 
calls from reporters yesterday, but 
his campaign spokesman, Mar-
lene Harris-Taylor, said, “We did 
everything we could; we thought 
we did all the right things. 

“I think there was a substantial 
group of undecideds right up until 
the end. Two good candidates bat-
tling it out to the end, somebody 
had to win,” she said.

Mayor Carty Finkbeiner sent 
Mr. Bell a letter congratulating 
him and inviting him and his fi -
nance team to a meeting with Mr. 
Finkbeiner and his budget team.

United North visit
Mr. Bell’s cell phone rang con-

tinuously yesterday. The day be-
gan at 6 a.m. with television and 
radio interviews, and continued 
with other meetings and inter-
views through the day, including 
a 6 p.m. meeting with the United 
North neighborhood organiza-
tion in North Toledo, which he 
committed to attend during the 
campaign.

In what the mayor-elect de-
scribed as his fi rst public appear-
ance, he told the umbrella group 
that he would fulfi ll a pre-election 
promise   to assign a staff member 
to attend North Toledo neighbor-
hood meetings and keep him ap-
prised of the latest developments 
in that part of the city.

After lunch, he visited Cross-
gates Elementary in South Toledo 
to thank a 7-year-old girl, Alannah 
Hardy, who had given him a pol-
ished rock on Monday while he 
was walking door-to-door in her 
neighborhood.

In the classroom, he thanked 
the girl for the polished stone, 
and offered to return it, but she 
insisted he keep it.

Mr. Bell bumped fi sts with all 
the children and thanked Alannah 
with a hug.

‘Total effi ciency’
Mr. Bell, who was fi re chief from 

1990 to 2007 and state fi re marshal 
from 2007 until April of this year, 
said he hoped to have his cabinet 
in place by Jan. 1. 

He said the city’s current direc-
tors and commissioners could 

interview for the openings.
“What we’re shooting for is total 

effi ciency in operation and people 
who can deal with change,” he 
said.

He said there was no commit-
ment of employment to people 
who helped him in his campaign, 
including former Democratic 
chairman John Irish, former Re-
publican chairman Bob Reichert, 
and former Republican Toledo 
Mayor Donna Owens.

“None of them did it looking 
for a job. They did it because they 
believed in me and the direction 
we were trying to take this city,” 
Mr. Bell said.

He said one of his fi rst actions 
as mayor will be to launch a “citi-
zen special investigation,” a team 
made up of bankers, business 
people, union representatives, 
and regular citizens to produce 
a transparent and independent 
review of city fi nances.

The next step will be to set the 
city’s priorities, beginning with 
the basics — police and fi re pro-
tection and trash collection.

Budget defi cit
Mr. Bell declined to say how 

he’ll balance the 2010 budget, 
which may have to overcome a 
$25 million defi cit, but said he 

hopes to do it through transpar-
ency and working together.

“We need to come up with some 
real-time solutions so this doesn’t 
happen again in 2011,” he said.

He said a sign will be posted 
in the reception room of his of-
fi ce notifying people arriving for 
meetings that they should think in 
terms of “we” rather than “I.”

Of his campaign, Mr. Bell said 
he worked as hard as Mr. Wilkows-
ki did, and took pride in making 
it fun. 

“I think we were in accordance 
with the benchmarks we were 
attempting to meet in the cam-
paign,” he said.

Mr. Bell said his goal is to orient 
Toledo to present itself as a busi-
ness-friendly city to the world.

“If we can create a competitive 
environment that lets them know 
that we’re attempting to be as 
competitive as anywhere else in 
the nation, or in the surrounding 
communities, I think that we can 
actually get this thing moving in a 
very energized way,” Mr. Bell said.

In Columbus, Ohio Democratic 
Party Chairman Chris Redfern 
noted that Democrats held onto 
the mayor’s offi ces in Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, and Youngstown.

“Neither candidate [in Toledo] 
started out as an incumbent,” he 
said. “Mayor-elect Mike Bell start-
ed out as a very well-known, very-
liked candidate. He’s been a long-
time Democrat, although he was 
not endorsed by the local party. 
In Toledo, Democrats maintained 
control of City Council as well as 
picking up unanimous control of 
the city school board.” 

Ohio Republican Party Chair-
man Kevin DeWine said Demo-
crats should be worried about 
their mayoral losses Tuesday in 
Toledo and, in particular, in Day-
ton, where eight-year incumbent 
Rhine McLin, a member of a 
Dayton Democratic dynasty, was 
defeated by a political unknown.

“What happened yesterday in 
Toledo and Dayton was essentially 
a rejection of the traditional Dem-
ocrat line, method, and mantra of 
bigger government and a lack of 
vision on economic development, 
jobs, and prosperity,” he said.

Gov. Ted Strickland said he did 
not see Mr. Bell’s victory on Tues-
day as strictly a repudiation of the 
Democratic Party.

“I think it says something about 
the Republican Party as well,” he 
said. “For whatever reason, given 
this particular election, people 
were willing to vote for an inde-
pendent. Mr. Bell has always been 
a Democrat. I appointed him fi re 
marshal. He was part of my ad-
ministration. He did a superb job 
in that position. When he stepped 
down to run for mayor, he did so 
with my blessing. I consider him 
a friend.” 

Columbus bureau chief Jim 
Provance contributed to this re-
port.

Contact Tom Troy at:
tomtroy@theblade.com

or 419-724-6058.
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AARP expected to back 
health-care overhaul

WASHINGTON — In a coup 
for House Democrats, AARP will 
endorse sweeping health-care 
overhaul legislation headed for 
a history-making fl oor vote, of-
fi cials said yesterday .

 An announcement from the 
40-million-member group is 
expected today ,  offi cials with 
knowledge of the group’s deci-
sion said. 

Backing the 10-year, $1.2 tril-
lion House bill is a tricky move. 
Many retirees are concerned 
about cuts in Medicare pay-
ments to medical providers, 
which will be used to fi nance 
an expansion of health insur-
ance coverage to millions of 
working families who lack it.  

Mourners visit pond 
where N.D. students died

DICKINSON, N.D. — Team-
mates and family members 
threw roses and softballs 
yesterday  into the farm pond 
where three North Dakota col-
lege softball players were found 
dead inside their sunken sport 
utility vehicle.

But there were few answers 
to their most troublesome 
questions: Exactly how did 
the women fi nd themselves 
trapped in the water and how 
long did they suffer ?

 No foul play is suspected  . 
The women were believed to 
be on a stargazing trip Sunday 
night and authorities said they 
likely drove straight into the 
water in the dark.  

Philadelphia struggles 
on transit strike Day 2 

PHILADELPHIA — Com-
muters biked, walked, juggled 
carpool schedules, and hitched 
rides as the city’s transit system 
ground to a near halt for a sec-
ond day yesterday  .

More than 5,000 members of 
SEPTA’s largest union walked 
off the job early Tuesday, leav-
ing thousands  struggling for 
ways to get around without  
subways, trolleys, or buses.

  The Philadelphia school 
district reported a 16 percent 
drop in high school attendance 
yesterday . On an average week-
day, about 54,000 public and 
parochial students take SEPTA 
to school. 

Trio of senators team up 
to rescue climate bill

WASHINGTON — A trio of 
senators with differing politi-
cal views is working behind the 
scenes to rescue troubled cli-
mate legislation.

Sen. John Kerry (D., Mass.), 
together with Sen. Lindsey 
Graham (R., S.C.) and Sen. Joe 
Lieberman (I., Conn.), said yes-
terday  they would work in con-
junction with the White House 
to patch together a bill that 
could pass the U.S. Senate.

 The announcement came as 
a key Senate panel for a second 
straight day delayed voting 
on any changes to a climate 
and energy bill introduced in 
late September by Mr. Kerry 
and Sen. Barbara Boxer (D., 
Calif.) because no Republicans 
showed up. 

Police in Ohio test driver
dressed as Breathalyzer

OXFORD, Ohio — A  man 
dressed as a Breathalyzer test 
for Halloween found himself 
blowing into one after police 
stopped him for allegedly driv-
ing the wrong way without 
headlights on a one-way street.

Oxford police say 20-year-old 
James P. Miller was found with 
beer in his front seat and in the 
trunk.

Police say Miller blew 0.158 
percent on a Breathalyzer test. 
The legal limit  is 0.08. 

Mike Bell not only won big in Toledo's predominantly 
African-American wards — 6, 8, 10, 13, and 14 — but also across 

most of West Toledo and South 
Toledo.

THE BLADESOURCE: Lucas County Board of Elections

1

5*
6 14

7*

15

8

9*
10 4

2

11*

12*
13

16*

18

19*

20

17

21*22*

23
44%

47%
47%

35%

36%

36%

24%
16%

17%

20%

30%
25%

32%

35%

48%

27%

40%

36%
48%

23%

19%

26%

39%
45%

3

24*

Wilkowski

Bell

TOLEDO  
WARDS

1  1,958   2,238  45% 26%
2  566   531  16% 7%
3  1,950   2,217  39% 20%
4  1,153   894  24% 12%
5  1,922   1,871  40% 21%
6  2,002   1,207  32% 16%
7  1,841   1,737  48% 29%
8  1,109   481  17% 8%
9  1,591   1,479  35% 17%
10  1,217   870  26% 14%
11  1,330   1,326  36% 18%
12  1,804   1,801  36% 22%
13  1,125   649  25% 12%
14  1,075   518  23% 11%
15  1,513   1,484  35% 18%
16  2,132   2,002  48% 28%
17  692   665  19% 8%
18  705   779  27% 12%
19  527   563  20% 9%
20  806   957  30% 13%
21  2,179   1,996  47% 26%
22  1,818   1,745  47% 28%
23  2,372   2,522  44% 24%
24  2,003   1,734  36% 19%
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Wilkowski

Election
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Turnout

* Winning candidate changed from Primary

BELL SWEEPS TO VICTORY ACROSS MOST OF TOLEDO

 THE BLADE/JETTA FRASER

Mike Bell bumps fi sts with 
classmates of Alannah Hardy, 
who had given the mayor-elect 
a good-luck rock, above, during 
his campaign. Mr. Bell prom-
ised that her class would be the 
fi rst he visited if he won.

 THE BLADE/JETTA FRASER

Eric Schippers, left, and Tim Wilmott of Penn National Gaming 
join Mayor Carty Finkbeiner at the East Toledo site where Penn 
National will build and operate a voter-approved casino.

Bell 
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Casino 
Continued from Page 1
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