
on runs of one  and two -yards, 
as well as throwing a touchdown 
pass.

“We just made too many mis-
takes tonight,” Rogers coach 
Rick Rios said. “You can’t do that 
against a good team.”

The night actually started out 
 positively for Rogers, which en-
tered the playoff opener riding a 
six-game win streak .

The Rams (9-2) took the  kickoff 
and drove 65 yards on 10 plays to 
take a 6-0 lead.

Tucker fi nished off the long-sus-
tained possession by rolling right 
and fi ring into the middle of the 
end zone where DerJuan Gambrell 
out-jumped a Mustangs defender 
and came down with a catch for a 
13-yard touchdown  with 8:30 left 
in the quarter. Tucker was denied 
 the end zone  on the two-point 
conversion attempt.

But good fortune lasted only so 
long for the Rams.

Tucker coughed up the football 
on the third play of the Rams’ next 
possession, which was recovered 
by a Mustangs defender at the 
Rams 40-yard line.

Ransom needed only two 
plays to even the score. He burst 
through the Rams defense for 37 
yards on his fi rst carry before he 
was tackled at the Rogers’ three -
yard line. The shifty halfback 
fi nished off the drive with a three -
yard touchdown run to tie the 
score at 6-6 with 5:38 left in the 
opening quarter. The Mustangs 
took an 8-6 lead one the two-point 
conversion .

Washington put the Mustangs 
in front  16-6  when he scored on 
a 39-yard scamper with 34.9 sec-
onds left in the fi rst . He also ran in 
the two-point conversion to give 
the Mustangs a 10-point lead.

The Mustangs’ speed on offense  
caused fi ts for the Rams defense 
most of the night.

“Only time we’ve seen speed 
like that this season is in practice,” 
Rios said. “Give them credit, they 
played well.”

Washington said they looked 
forward to the matchup and felt 
confi dent entering the fi rst round 
playoff game.

“In our minds, it was never a 3-6 
matchup, it was an even match-
up,” Washington said.

Despite the early miscue, the 
Rams only trailed 16-6 at the half, 
thanks primarily to the defense 
coming through with two goal-
line .

They stopped the Mustangs on 
a fourth-and-goal play at the one -
yard line with just under six min-
utes left in the second quarter.

Rams defensive back Darius 
Southward also came through 
with an interception near the end 
zone on the fi nal play of the half.

But Maple Heights opened the 
second half with Washington fi n-
ishing off a drive with a one-yard 
touchdown run to give the Mus-
tangs a 22-6 advantage. It looked 
like the Rams were completely 
done for the night when Ransom 
scored on a nine-yard touchdown 
run to make it 30-6  .

However, with some of the 
Rams fans already exiting after 

the Mustangs’ score late in the 
third quarter, Rams kick returner 
Darrell James halted some of the 
departures when he returned a 
kickoff 82 yards for a touchdown 
to make it 30-14.

Tucker led Rogers on two scor-
ing drives in the fourth quarter. 
The fi rst was a three-play, 60-yard 
drive that concluded with him 
scoring from two yards out to 
make it 30-20 with 7:22 left .

However, Maple Heights need-
ed only two plays to complete a 
60-yard scoring drive to go ahead 
36-20. Washington ran 25 yards on 
a keeper and Ransom fi nished it 
off with a 35-yard TD  run.

Tucker capped the Rams’ fi nal 
drive with a one-yard touchdown 
run for the fi nal score of the night. 

Contact Donald Emmons at:
demmons@theblade.com

or 419-724-6302

toledoblade.com+

+

+

+

Cyan  Magenta  Yellow  Black
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State playoffs
DIVISION I

(All games at 7 p.m. Tonight)
Region 1

8 Youngs. Boardman (7-3) at 1 Cle. St. Ignatius 
(10-0)

7 Euclid (6-4) at 2 Solon (10-0)
6 Parma (7-3) at 3 Mayfi eld (9-1)
5 Cle. Glenville Academic Campus (9-1) at 4 North 

Royalton (9-1)
Region 2

8 Canton McKinley (6-4) at 1 Whitmer (9-1)
7 Brunswick (7-3) at 2 Twinsburg (9-1)
6 North Canton Hoover (7-3) at 3 Massillon Wash-

ington (7-3)
5 Wadsworth (9-1) at 4 Canton GlenOak (8-2)

Region 3
8 Springfi eld (6-4) at 1 Dublin Coffman (10-0)
7 Lancaster (6-4) at 2 Hilliard Davidson (8-1)
6 Pickerington North (7-3) at 3 Pickerington Central 

(9-1)
5 Powell Olentangy Liberty (7-3) at 4 Westerville 

South (8-2)
Region 4

8 Centerville (8-2) at 1 Cin. St. Xavier (8-2)
7 Middletown (9-1) at 2 Cin. Archbishop Moeller 

(9-1)
6 West Chester Lakota West (9-1) at 3 Cin. Ander-

son (10-0)
5 Huber Heights Wayne (7-3) at 4 Cin. Elder (7-2)

DIVISION II
Region 5

Ashland 28, Chesterland W. Geauga 7
Canfi eld 31, Aurora 14
Mentor Lake Cath. 34, Ravenna 16
Warren Howland 28, Medina Highland 21

Region 6
Central Catholic 35, Rocky River 7
Avon Lake 56, Maumee 35
Maple Hts. 36, Rogers 26
St. Francis 35, N. Ridgeville 7

Region 7
Cols. Marion-Franklin 14, Louisville 7
Col. Brookhaven 27, Walnut Ridge 20, OT
Lewis Center Olentangy Orange 28, Dresden Tri-

Valley 21
Logan 30, Canal Winchester 7

Region 8
Cin. Turpin 44, Wilmington 21
New Carlisle Tecumseh 55, W. Carrollton 23
Trotwood-Madison 41, Cin. Mt. Healthy 6
Cin. Winton Woods 59, Hamilton Ross 7

DIVISION III
Region 9

Akr. Hoban 14, Parma Padua 11
Hubbard 30, Medina Buckeye 14
Poland Seminary 38, Akr. SVSM 14
Youngs. Mooney 42, Mogadore Field 14

Region 10
Cols. DeSales 45, Bryan 21
Cols. Watterson 26, Bellefontaine 0
Napoleon 28, Cols. Eastmoor 14
Tipp City Tippecanoe 34, Sandusky Perkins 6

Region 11
Canal Fulton Northwest 28, Rayland Buckeye 20
Dover 42, Cadiz Harrison Cent. 0
Salem 38, Granville 31, OT
Steubenville 34, Alliance Marlington 26

Region 12
Cin. Wyoming 34, Eaton 32
Circleville Logan Elm 28, New Richmond 12
Monroe 12, Day. Chaminade-Julienne 7
Spring. Shawnee 28, Goshen 7

DIVISION IV
(All games at 7 p.m. Tonight)

Region 13
8 Campbell Memorial (7-3) at 1 Chagrin Falls (10-0)
7 Cuyahoga Falls Cuyahoga Valley Christian (7-3) 

at 2 Girard (10-0)
6 Peninsula Woodridge (8-2) at 3 Martins Ferry (7-2)
5 Cortland Lakeview (7-3) at 4 Akron Manchester 

(9-1)
Region 14

8 Eastwood (8-2) at 1 Galion (10-0)
7 Milan Edison (8-2) at 2 Genoa (10-0)
6 Bellville Clear Fork (7-3) at 3 Orrville (7-3)
5 Ottawa-Glandorf (8-2) at 4 Wooster Triway (8-2)

Region 15
8 Albany Alexander (8-2) at 1 Amanda-Clearcreek 

(10-0)
7 Sparta Highland (8-2) at 2 Ironton (8-2)
6 Chillicothe Zane Trace (8-2) at 3 Heath (8-2)
5 Coshocton (8-2) at 4 Zanesville West Muskingum 

(9-1)
Region 16

8 Waynesville (8-2) at 1 Clarksville Clinton-Massie 
(10-0)

7 Plain City Jonathan Alder (7-3) at 2 Kettering 
Archbishop Alter (10-0)

6 Carlisle (8-2) at 3 Cin. North College Hill (10-0)
5 Germantown Valley View (7-3) at 4 Kenton (9-1)

DIVISION V
Region 17

Columbiana Crestview 20, E. Palestine 14
Cuyahoga Hts. 28, Apple Creek Waynedale 7
Gates Mills Hawken 14, Independence 7
Youngs. Ursuline 28, Garfi eld Hts. Trinity 0

Region 18
Tinora 45, Sherwood Fairview 6
Patrick Henry 41, Northwood 14
Jeromesville Hillsdale 33, Ashland Crestview 23
Lima Cent. Cath. 49, Hicksville 0

Region 19
Fredericktown 47, Caldwell 7
Wheelersburg 52, Woodsfi eld Monroe Cent. 42
Oak Hill 42, Coal Grove Dawson-Bryant 14
W. Lafayette Ridgewood 36, Minford 10

Region 20
Anna 20, Cols. Ready 17
Coldwater 41, Hamilton Badin 0
St. Henry 28, Richwood N. Union 3
W. Liberty-Salem 3, W. Jefferson 0

DIVISION VI
(All games at 7 p.m. Tonight)

Region 21
8 Hopewell-Loudon (8-2) at 1 McDonald (10-0)
7 Berlin Center Western Reserve (9-1) at 2 Norwalk 

St. Paul (10-0)
6 Warren John F. Kennedy (7-3) at 3 Mogadore (9-1)
5 Dalton (9-1) at 4 Bucyrus Wynford (10-0)

Region 22
8 Arlington (7-3) at 1 Delphos St. John’s (10-0)
7 Cory-Rawson (7-3) at 2 Ada (10-0)
6 Columbus Grove (7-3) at 3 Carey (9-1)
5 Fremont St Joseph (9-1) at 4 Leipsic (9-1)

Region 23
8 Willow Wood Symmes Valley (8-2) at 1 Malvern 

(9-1)
7 Shadyside (5-5) at 2 Columbiana (8-2)
6 Grove City Christian (9-1) at 3 Zanesville Bishop 

Rosecrans (8-2)
5 New Philadelphia Tuscarawas Central Catholic 

(7-3) at 4 Bridgeport (9-1)
Region 24

8 Covington (7-3) at 1 Ansonia (10-0)
7 Fort Loramie (8-2) at 2 Lockland (9-1)
6 S. Charleston Southeastern (8-2) at 3 Waynesfi eld-

Goshen (9-1)
5 Maria Stein Marion Local (5-5) at 4 Sidney Lehman 

Catholic (7-3

Michigan playoffs
DIVISION 6

Monroe St. Mary  34, Blissfi eld 6

DIVISION 7
Summerfi eld 28, Detroit Loyola 22

Division II

North Ridgeville 0 0 0 7 -- 7
St. Francis 0 14 21 0 -- 35

SF-Johnston 1 run (Dyer kick)
SF-Loy 10 pass from Johnston (Dyer kick)
SF-Lukasik 1 run (Dyer kick)
SF-Lukasik 4 run (Dyer kick)
SF-Wawrzyniak 2 run (Dyer kick)
NR-Abraham 2 run (Grazetti kick)

Avon Lake 7 21 14 14 - 56
Maumee 14 7 7 7 - 35

AL-Mansnerus 4 run (Brill kick)
M-Goatley 2 run (Olman kick)
M-Contat 33 pass from Goatley (Olman kick)
AL-Willoughby 65 pass from Toy (kick failed)
AL-Marinkov 22 interception return (Willoughby 

pass from Toy)
M-Contat 5 pass from Goatley (Olman kick)
AL-Willoughby 38 pass from Toy (Brill kick)
AL-Willoughby 15 pass from Toy (Brill kick)
AL-Willoughby 40 pass from Toy (Brill kick)
M-Goatley 1 run (Olman kick)
AL- Mansnerus 17 run (Brill kick)
M-Gebhart 73 pass from Goatley (Olman kick)
AL-Marinkov 9 run (Brill kick)

Maple Heights 16 0 14 6 – 36
Rogers 6 0 8 12 – 26

R-Gambrell 13 pass from Tucker (Run failed)
MH – Ransom 3 run (Ransom run)
MH- Washington 39 run (Washington run)
MH – Washington 1 run (Pass failed)
MH – Ransom 9 run (Ransom run)
R – James 82 kickoff return (Herron pass from Tucker)
R – Tucker 2 run (Run failed)
MH – Ransom 35 run (Pass failed)
R – Tucker 1 run (Run failed)

Rocky River 0 7 0 0 – 7
Central Catholic 7 7 21 0 – 35

CC–Goings 20 run (Burkhardt kick)
CC–Cochell 3 pass from Walender (Burkhardt kick)
RR–Dunne 9 pass from Plagens (kick good)
CC–Goings 2 run (Burkhardt kick)
CC–Goings 56 pass from Walender (Burkhardt kick)
CC–Stump 15 run (Burkhardt kick)

Division III

Eastmoor 0 7 0 7 – 14
Napoleon 7 14 0 7 – 28

N – Detmer 23 run (Detmer kick)
CE – Sample 38 pass from Tanner (Sample kick)
N – Rettig 42 run (Detmer kick)
N – Hummer 4 run (Detmer kick)
N – Hummer 34 run (Detmer kick)
CE – Norris 13 pass from Tanner (Sample kick)

Brayn 0 0 14 7 – 21
Col. DeSales 21 17 7 0 – 45

CD–Gentile 41 run (Nugent kick)
CD–Griffi n 12 run (Nugent kick)
CD–Griffi n 62 punt return (Nugent kick)
CD–Rock 33 pass from Gentile (Harper kick)
CD–Nugent 34 FG
CD–Edsinger 28 run (Harper kick)
CD–Griffi n 32 run (Nugent kick)
B–Fisher 1 run
B–Nossaman 30 pass from Keil (Poncsak run)
B–Eyre 30 run (Gonzalez kick)

Division V

Northwood 0 8 0 6 - 14
Patrick Henry 7 20 0 14 - 41

PH – Buenger 43 run (Creager kick)
PH – L.George 1 run (Creager kick)
PH – L.George 6 run (Creager kick)
N – Bermejo 62 run (Romstadt pass from E.Russell)
PH – Tonjes 3 pass from L.George (kick failed)
N – Bermejo 1 run (run failed)
PH – Buenger 49 run (Creager kick)
PH – L.George 51 pass from Spence (Creager kick)

Michigan

SMCC 7 6 14 7 – 34
Blissfi eld 6 0 0 0 – 6

M-LeBeau 2 run (Gonyea kick)
B-Westall 74 run (Powell kick)
M- Lovell 87 run (Gonyea kick)
M- LeBeau 2-run, (Gonyea kick)
M- LeBeau 30-run (Gonyea kick)
M- Lovell 15 run (Gonyea kick)

Falcons oust Blissfield
Monroe St. Mary displays powerful rushing attack
By JASON MACK
SPECIAL TO THE BLADE

MONROE — Blissfi eld couldn’t 
stop Monroe St. Mary Central 
Catholic’s rushing attack as the 
Falcons rolled to a 34-6 victory in 
the second round of the Michigan 
Division 6 playoffs.

Senior running back Chris
LeBeau gave St. Mary the lead for 
good just 4:32 into the game with 
a two-yard rushing touchdown.

“It’s a disappointment, but it 
doesn’t take away from the year,” 
Blissfi eld coach Ron Estes said. 
“We had a good year. We lose a lot 
of good kids, but that happens. We 
know they’re going to graduate.”

One of those seniors is Kyle 
Westfall, who rushed eight times 
for 99 yards and a touchdown.

Junior quarterback Eric 
Schmidt threw an interception on 
the ensuing drive, but Blissfi eld’s 
defense forced the Falcons to go 
three-and-out.

Westfall broke free for a 74-yard 
touchdown on the next drive 
with 11 seconds remaining in the 
fi rst quarter, but the Royals (8-3) 
trailed by one after a missed extra 
point.

Both teams relied primarily on 
the ground game. Schmidt led the 

Royals through the air, completing 
7-of-14 passes for 74 yards with an 
interception.

Blissfi eld fi nished with 269 
yards rushing for 343 total yards.

The Falcons (11-0) had 388 total 
yards, all rushing.

Junior running back Dalton 
Goetz scored what would have 
been the go-ahead touchdown 
for Blissfi eld on a 62-yard run in 
the second quarter, but the play 
was called back on an illegal pro-
cedure penalty and the team was 
forced to punt.

Monroe capitalized on the stop 
with senior fullback T.J. Lovell 
scoring on an 87-yard run on the 
fi rst play of the drive for a 13-6 
lead.

Blissfi eld drove 85 yards near 
the end of the half, but Schmidt 
scrambled just short of a fi rst 
down on fourth and seven in the 
red zone.

“We didn’t fi nish drives off, and 
you have to score,” Estes said. 
“They’re going to score points, so 

you have to score. Between that 
and the turnovers, that was the 
difference.”

Blissfi eld paid a heavy price 
for turnovers early in the second 
half. Senior running back Cody 
Spotts fumbled on the Royals’ 
14-yard line on the fi rst drive. 
Monroe recovered the ball and Le-
Beau scored on another two-yard 
touchdown run. LeBeau fi nished 
with 14 carries for a game-high 
165 yards and three touchdowns.

Facing fourth-and-17 on their 
next drive, the Falcons decided 
to go for it and LeBeau went un-
touched for a 30-yard touchdown 
on a reverse.

“It’s easy to do that when you 
over-pursue,” Estes said. 

“Our kids were going hard, but 
they didn’t do their job. The guys 
that were supposed to stay home 
over there didn’t, and he’s too 
good of a back not to have some-
one there.”

Monroe scored once more with 
5:11 remaining in the game on a 
15-yard run from Lovell for the 
fi nal score of 34-6. Lovell fi nished 
with seven rushes for 123 yards 
and two touchdowns.

The Falcons will face Manches-
ter at 7 p.m. at home next Friday.

Michigan Division 6
Monroe St. Mary CC........... 34
Blissfi eld ............................... 6

Napoleon rushes
to whip Eastmoor
Wildcats gain 296 yards on the ground

NAPOLEON — Napoleon used 
a punishing ground game to claim 
a 28-14 victory over Columbus 
Eastmoor in a Division III regional 
quarterfi nal at Buckenmeyer Sta-
dium.

Napoleon fi nished with 296 
yards rushing and four touch-
downs on 54 carries to improve 
to 9-2 on the season. The Warriors 
fi nish their season 8-3.

Brandon Hummer had 108 
yards on 20 carries, scoring on 
runs of 4 and 34 yards, while Nick 
Rettig added 96 yards on 17 rush-
ing, including a 42-yard TD jaunt.

The Wildcats’ fourth touch-
down came on a 23-yard run by 
Clint Detmer in the fi rst quarter. 
Detmer fi nished with 59 yards 
rushing on just eight carries.

Rettig attempted only six pass-

es, completing two for a total of 
7 yards.

Eastmoor’s offense was led by 
quarterback Ron Tanner, who 
completed 15 of 36 passes for 192 
yards with two touchdowns and 
three interceptions.

He connected on a 38-yard 
scoring strike to Kwesi Sample in 
the second period and a 13-yard 
TD toss to Brandon Norris in the 
fi nal quarter.

Eastmoor  had only 42 yards 
rushing in 18 attempts against the 
strong Napoleon defense. Tanner 
was Eastmoor’s leading rusher 
with 20 yards in 9 carries.

Rogers defense led by Jordan Cryon, left, Darrell James and Nakia Hicks try to stop Devonte
Ransom of Maple Heights in last  night’s Division II playoff game.
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Rogers quarterback E.J. Tucker dives across the goal line for a 
touchdown in the fourth quarter against Maple Heights.
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Division III
Napoleon............................. 28
Columbus Eastmoor........... 14

Rogers 
Continued from Page 1

DeSales knocks off Bryan
COLUMBUS — Columbus St. 

Francis DeSales raced to a 21-0 fi rst 
quarter lead and was never head-
ed as it ousted Bryan 45-21 in a
Division III football playoff game 
last night.

The Stallions (8-3) had a 45-0 
lead before the Golden Bears (8-3) 
were able to score. Bryan, how-
ever, outscored DeSales 21-7 in 
the second half.

Adam Griffi n scored three times 
for the winners, including a 62-
yard punt return. Nick Gentile 
opened the scoring in the fi rst 
quarter with a 41-yard run and 
passed 33 yards to Chris Rock for 
another.

Griffi n had 114 yards in nine 
carries, Gentile added 56 in fi ve 

carries. Gentile was 3 for 6 passing 
for 49 yards and the one touch-
down.

Levi Fisher got Bryan’s fi rst TD 
in the third quarter on a one-yard 
run. Cody Keil hit Alex Nossaman 
with a 30-yard scoring pass for the 
second. Tommy Eyre’s 30-yard 
run completed the scoring for the 
Golden Bears.

Eyre had 49 yards in four car-
ries, Fisher added 32 in 10, and 
Tony Nededog gained 28 in six.

DeSales held a 303-175 edge in 
rushing yardage.

Division III
Columbus DeSales............. 45
Bryan................................... 21
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