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council in decision-making.
“I think you run into 

trouble with other mem-
bers who have been elected 
when you choose to make 
your own agenda without 
making them inclusive of 
it,” Mr. Bell said.

“If I am truly talking about 
team play and the things I’m 
talking about doing are ab-
solutely for the citizens and 
not me personally, then the 
resistance to being able to 
move forward I think can be 
minimized,” Mr. Bell said.

Others agreed that politi-
cal feuding is to be avoided.

Councilman Michael 
Ashford of District 4 said, 
“Regardless if you are a 

Democrat or an endorsed 
Democrat or an endorsed 
Republican, I can safely say 
everyone on council wants 
to move the city forward. 
That’s our No. 1 priority. I 
don’t think anybody’s think-
ing about four years from 
now.”

Ron Rothenbuhler,  Lucas 
County Democratic Party 
chairman, said he wants 
the elected offi cials to work 
together.

“I have his cell phone 
number and when he gets 

back from his vacation, I am 
going to contact him and I 
have made it well known I 
am going to work with him 
and ask him to work with 
us,” Mr. Rothenbuhler said. 
“The only way to succeed is 
fi nd common ground.”

Peter Silverman, a Wil-
kowski supporter  and chair-
man of the Democratic 
Party C entral C ommittee, 
also predicted no political 
backlash.

“My best guess is that 
Bell’s going to focus on be-

ing a unifi er and won’t focus 
on party politics. I think he’s 
going to get along very well 
with council,” Mr. Silverman 
said. But, “If all of a sudden 
Mike abandons his ‘I want 
to be a unifi er,’ and tries to 
control the party, I’m sure 
there’ll be push-back.”

Two of Mr. Bell’s cam-
paign advisers also said 
 Mr. Bell will try to govern 
through unity rather than 
confrontation.

John Irish, a former Lu-
cas County Democratic 

Party chairman who helped 
conduct Mr. Bell’s general 
election campaign, said he 
doesn’t think  Mr. Bell will 
use his position to try to 
control council appoint-
ments. “I absolutely don’t 
think that’s something he 
wants to get involved in,” 
Mr. Irish said.

Tom Crothers,  the Down-
town Toledo Improvement 
District’s executive director, 
recalled Mr. Bell’s promise 
to work with council as a 
board of directors. “There 
is no question in my mind 
that Mike Bell will work as 
effectively as anybody with 
council,” Mr. Crothers said. 
“I’m confi dent that he will 
succeed in that regard.” 

One Democrat who en-
dorsed Mr. Wilkowski but 
will be quick to bury the 
political hatchet is Council-

man Lindsay Webb. She said 
Mr. Bell’s father, Norman 
Bell, chaired her campaign 
for council.

“He was duly elected and 
he has my wholehearted 
support,” Ms. Webb said. 
“I see Mike Bell as being a 
strong leader, and a straight 
shooter. A new day has 
dawned. I really do not see 
the kind of crazy tension 
we’ve seen on council.”

Rob Ludeman, a Repub-
lican who was elected  Tues-
day to an at-large seat, said, 
“I think Mike will work well 
with the full council. I think 
he will be a good leader and 
a good mediator.”

Staff Writer Ignazio Mes-
sina contributed to this 
report.

Contact Tom Troy at:
tomtroy@theblade.com

or 419-724-6058.
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The Blade’s Road Warrior 
advises readers each Monday 
where the biggest driving 
headaches will be throughout 
the construction season. He’ll 
tell you the locations to avoid 
and the detours to take.

If you travel to southern 
Ontario much and have come 
to enjoy the relatively low toll 
on the eastbound Blue Water 
Bridge at Port Huron, Mich., 
your enjoyment of that bargain 
appears near its end.

The Michigan Department of 
Transportation has scheduled 
hearings for Dec. 1 and 2 at 
several locations on a rate 
proposal that would double the 
eastbound car toll, from $1.50 
to $3, and raise commercial-
vehicle tolls by nearly as much.

The hikes would bring the 
Michigan tolls for the Blue 
Water on par with the fares 
collected on the Canadian side 
for westbound traffi c. The Blue 
Water will remain cheaper 
than the Ambassador Bridge 
between Detroit and Windsor, 
however, and it also has the 
advantage of having a freeway 
immediately on the Canadian 
side, rather than the gauntlet of 
traffi c lights that is Windsor’s 
Huron Church Road. The Am-

bassador’s $4 basic car toll is 
matched at the Detroit-Windsor 
Tunnel.

1. U.S. 20/State Rt. 
120 (Central Av-
enue): Daytime lane 

closings for signal work at 
various intersections between 
Reynolds and Percentum, 
including the I-475/U.S. 23 
ramps.

2. State Rt. 65 
(Craig Memorial 
Bridge): Closed until 

December for remodeling 
and construction of new ap-
proaches. Use Veterans’ Glass 
City Skyway or Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Bridge instead. All 
I-280 ramps at Front Street 
are open.

3. State Rts. 
2/51/65: Varying 
lane closings on 
the Anthony Wayne 

Bridge through November for 
expansion joint repair.

4. I-75: Traffi c reduced to two 
lanes each way, Erie 
to Wales. Northbound 
ramps at Miami and 
northbound entrance 

at Wales are closed, as is 
southbound entrance at South 
Avenue. A second northbound 
lane may be closed during 
overnight hours. The north-
bound lanes are separated by 
a concrete barrier.

5. I-475: Eastbound 
right lane closed at 
Auburn, which is 
closed for bridge 

replacement.

6. U.S. 20/23: Oc-
casional fl ag zones 
on U.S. 20 between 
Woodville and State 

Rt. 420.

 7. U.S. 24 (South 
Detroit Avenue): 
Scattered lane 
closings between 

Arlington and Glendale.

8. I-475/Salisbury 
Road: Nighttime lane 
closings on I-475 

at Salisbury for interchange 
reconstruction work and major 
widening. Salisbury/Dussel 
Drive reduced to one lane each 
way.

9. State Rt. 2: Turn 
lane construction at 
Teachout and Yon-
dota roads requires 

occasional daytime fl ag zones.

10. U.S. 24: All 
traffi c is now shifted 
to the eastbound 

side between Dutch and Fallen 
Timbers while the east end of 
the new U.S. 24 expressway 
is built.

OFF THE MAP

I-75: Nighttime lane 
closings in both 
directions south of 

Beaverdam.

U.S. 6: Flag zones 
in Sandusky County 
for paving.
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Contact the Road Warrior at: 
roadwarrior@theblade.com 

or 419-724-6094.
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DAVID PATCH
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The Wood County sher-
iff’s offi ce cautions against 
 touching a  deer that was 
 struck by a  vehicle.

“A frightened and wound-
ed deer can hurt you or 
further injure itself,” the 
sheriff’s statement said.

It said the driver should 
try to get the vehicle off the 
road and  dial 911. 

Also, drivers should con-
tact their  insurance compa-
nies. Often, collision with an 

animal is  covered under the 
comprehensive or physical 
damage portions of  policies 
and not under liability-only 
policies.  Offi cials said it’s 
best to check  now instead 
of after an accident has oc-
curred.

About 1.5 million deer-
vehicle accidents occur 
each year throughout the 
country, causing about 150 
deaths and $1.1 billion in 
property damage, accord-
ing to the National Highway 
Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion.

The Ohio Department of 
Public Safety also suggests 

 driving at or below the 
speed limit in areas posted 
with deer-crossing signs. 
It said most crashes occur 
between October through 
January, and that deer often 
travel in groups.

Under Ohio law, the driv-
er of a vehicle that strikes 
and kills a deer may take 
possession of the animal 
by fi rst obtaining a receipt 
from area law enforcement 
or state wildlife offi cers, 
including those at an Ohio 
Division of Wildlife offi ce.

Contact Tom Henry at:
thenry@theblade.com

or 419-724-6079.
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Ill., and Dayton, she said.
Mr. Gee said Commuter 

Advertising Inc. will mar-
ket the service to potential 
advertisers and manage the 
accounts.

TARTA is  to receive 30 
percent of revenue from the 
audio ads during the fi rst 
two years, and 35 percent 
after that. No revenue esti-
mate was available.

Francis Frey, Maumee’s 
delegate to the transit 
board, said he appreciated 
the additional revenue, but 
was concerned that the 
advertising might interfere 
with the basic information 
riders are supposed to re-
ceive.

Mr. Gee and Ms. Clink 
assured him that bus an-
nouncements would over-
ride advertising as needed.

The ad system “will an-
nounce the name of the 
business and give a brief 
commercial message,” Mr. 

Gee said. Transit authority 
staff will program the ad-
vertising messages into the 
audio system, he said. Ads 
will only be heard on GPS-
equipped buses.

James Bohn, the transit 
trustees’ chairman, said 
that assurance was all he 
needed to support the con-
cept — particularly in light 
of TARTA’s seemingly never-
ending fi nancial struggle.

“It’s a source of revenue. If 
you can get a few dollars out 
of it, that’s what you’ve got 
to look at,” he said.
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 Toledo police are trying 
to identify two additional 
suspects in its investigation 
into a shooting early Satur-
day morning at a central- 
city bar that left one man in 
critical condition.

Alvin Tate, 28, of 4423 
Cape Lane, Toledo, is pre-
sumed to be in critical con-
dition at Mercy St. Vincent 
Medical Center, Chief Mike 
Navarre said yesterday.

Several shots were fi red 
outside Big Shots bar, 931 
West Central Ave. Two 
offi cers who had been 

observing the bar chased 
Tate. When Tate turned and 
pointed a 9mm semiauto-
matic handgun at them, 
they shot 10 rounds, strik-
ing him twice in the up-
per torso, police said. One 
bullet was removed during 
surgery Saturday, Chief Na-
varre said. 

Nearly 50 people had 
gathered outside the bar 
shortly after 2 a.m. and 
there appeared to have been 
three shooters, but Tate is 
the only one who has been 
identifi ed, he said. 

Detectives will review 
police reports and 911 calls 
to Big Shots, the chief said, 
noting that there’s no video 
available on the shootout. 
Last year, the city tried to 
block renewal of the bar’s 
license. 

Police interviewed an-
other man, Michael Law-
son, 30, of 2721 Glenwood 
Ave., who was shot at the 
scene but not by police. He 
was released from Mercy St. 
Vincent yesterday morn-
ing, according to a hospital 
spokesman. 

2 suspects sought in Toledo bar shooting

HAVING A BALL

Tojuwuan Riles, right, leaps to catch the football 
that is just out of reach of Ja’Waun Johnson. The 
youths tossed the ball yesterday with friends 
near Nebraska Avenue in central Toledo. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CINCINNATI  — Millions 
of dollars worth of equip-
ment designed to respond 
to a terrorist attack could go 
unused because of a  federal 
rule change that sticks local 
governments with the tab of 
maintenance and repairs, 
local offi cials said.

The Cincinnati and 
northern Kentucky area 
have collected $60 million 
worth of armored vehicles, 
trucks, biohazard suits, and 
other equipment over the 
last decade. A  rule change 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, which 
notifi ed local offi cials last 
month, has shifted the cost 
of maintaining the equip-
ment to  local governments.

“It creates all sorts of 
problems,”  Hamilton Coun-
ty Commissioner David 
Pepper said. “It’s either a 
massive cost shift to local 
governments  or it means 

equipment will go to waste 
because we can’t maintain 
it.” 

 He said  local governments 
 can still  buy new equipment 
with federal money, so 
there’s no incentive to main-
tain current equipment with 
local money. 

 So a local agency could 
buy a new $9,000 air moni-
tor with federal funds, but 
the rule would prohibit it 
from  using such funds for a 
$150 replacement sensor to 
keep the monitor running.

“It’s government at its 
worst,” said Ed Dadosky, a 
district fi re chief and home-
land security coordinator in 
Cincinnati. “This is really 
hamstringing our ability to 
keep this up and running.” 

 He advocates that FEMA 

stop allowing the purchase 
of new equipment and help 
out with paying the bill for 
maintenance costs of exist-
ing equipment, which he 
said would come to at least 
$1 million a year.

If local government is 
faced with that cost, state-
wide communication sys-
tems, computer software, 
a license-plate recognition 
program, and hundreds of 
vehicles could be jeopar-
dized, Mr. Dadosky said.

Federal offi cials are re-
viewing the rule change to 
see if the situation can be 
improved. They said the rule 
change only clarifi es what 
has been in place for years 
and that local governments 
shouldn’t be expecting help 
from the federal govern-

ment year after year.
“FEMA is currently un-

dertaking a thorough review 
of how our grants system 
can better serve our fi rst 
responders,” said Brad Car-
roll, an agency spokesman.

One area lawmaker is al-
ready moving ahead with a 
plan to get the rule change 
reversed.

“To change the rules in 
the middle of the game, I 
don’t think that’s fair,” said 
U.S. Rep. Steve Driehaus, 
a Democrat from Cincin-
nati who is co-sponsoring 
a bill in Congress to require 
FEMA to help with main-
tenance costs. “We need to 
live up to our promises.” 

If the cost shift remains, 
there are concerns about 
how  areas  will share the 
costs.  If one community 
decides to no longer par-
ticipate,  that may rupture a 
system that is designed to 
be linked together. 

FEMA shifts costs to local areas
U.S. will no longer cover

maintenance of equipment
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ily  when he noticed people 
near his car about 1:40 a.m. 
on Nov. 1.

He went outside and got 
into a quarrel. He became 
wedged between the open 
rear passenger door of Mr. 
Dilucia’s vehicle and the 
side of the car, according 
to an earlier interview with 
Detective Todd Curtis.

As the car backed up, the 
victim rolled away, and he 
was getting onto his feet 
when the suspect drove for-
ward and struck him, Detec-
tive Curtis has said.

Two others in the car were 
questioned and released, he 
said.

— Tom Henry  
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Mich. collegians help in Panama
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. 
— A bakery on Isla Tigre in 
Panama is back in opera-
tion, thanks to help from 
11 Calvin College students.

They visited the island 
this spring on a mission 
from the Grand Rapids 
school’s Global Business 
Brigade chapter. It’s part 
of Global Brigades, a na-
tional group that mobilizes 
volunteers to deal with a 
range of health, environ-
mental and other needs in 
developing areas. 

 The community’s bakery 
had been out of service 
since an equipment break-
down that was too expen-
sive to fi x.

Some of the students set 

about repairing the equip-
ment, and others focused 
on providing training to 
the operators in business 
practices.

“Each student played a 
huge role,” said chapter 
President Ashley Luse.

Adding to the challenge 
were language differences. 
The native language on 
the island is Dule, not the 
dominant Panamanian 
language Spanish.

Students, some of whom 
spoke Spanish and some 
of whom didn’t, needed 
multiple translators and 
sometimes resorted to 
pantomime.

 Plans are under way for 
the brigade to revisit the 
bakery each semester.
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