
backs of the Central pro-
gram, and  amounted to the 
lowest scoring champion-
ship game in City League 
history. 

“It was a little bizarre,” 
Lehman said of the two-
game scores, “but we want-
ed to keep that same game 
plan and slow them down. 
We know they like to run, so 
we wanted to keep the game 
in the thirties.

“That’s what we did, and 
that’s how we were able to 
get the win. The main ele-
ment that led to this was our 
defense. It’s been our bread 
and butter all year long, and 
we played good on defense 
again tonight.”

The prior title-game low 
was established in 1974, 
when Scott beat Waite 42-
37 on this same campus at 
the old University of Toledo 
Field House. That was also 
 where Central claimed its 
last CL crown with a 43-40 
win over Libbey, when Lyn-
don Johnson was  President.

“There were a lot of 
similarities,” Welling said of 
the tempo of the two Irish-
Knight games. “I just felt 
that St. Francis is playing so 
well when they’re running, 
and we wanted to make 
sure that we controlled the 
tempo of the game.

“We had some posses-
sions that were probably a 
minute or a minute and a 
half, so we think that soft-
ens their perimeter shoot-
ing, and it just happened to 
work out again.”

St. Francis (13-7), which 
last won a City basketball 
title in 1991, was paced by 
nine points and eight re-
bounds from senior forward 
Greg Fockler. Seniors Storm 
Stanley and Brandon Focht 
added seven points apiece. 

“We knew they wanted 
to be deliberate, and the 
thing that hurt us the most 
tonight was something we 
talked about,” said ninth-
year Knights coach Nick 
Lowe, a 1990 Central gradu-
ate and former Irish player. 

“To stop them from being 
deliberate you’ve got to get 
a lead early.

“I thought we did a good 
job defensively, but when 
they’re that deliberate, and 
you play defense for so long, 
and then allow them an of-
fensive rebound, that’s a 
double whammy. They had 
four offensive rebounds for 
baskets in the fi rst half. That 
makes it more diffi cult.”

A big part of the Knights’ 
failure to snap their own 
drought was a Central de-
fense that kept the 6 foot, 
11 inch Stanley – St. Fran-
cis’ leading scorer and re-
bounder on the season – in 
check. His three fi eld goals 
in the game came off of just 
fi ve  attempts, with Central’s 
6-4 sophomore Mahlon 
Washington and 6-4 junior 
Domingo Muniz getting 
suffi cient help inside from 
their perimeter teammates.

“They did that with good 
ball pressure and they did 
that with fronting,” Lowe 
said. “There were times that 
he was open and the ball 
pressure was so good that 
we couldn’t get it in. And 
there were times that the 
guards were open and they 
did a nice job of fronting 
him.

“We’ve got to make this 
a learning process and 
hopefully we see them in a 
couple weeks back here in a 
district fi nal.”

St. Francis took its only 
lead of the game early, 
 when Focht converted a 
three-point play for a 5-2 
Knights edge 3:25 into the 
fi rst quarter.

The Irish answered with 
a put-back from a falling 
 Mays, a steal and dunk by 
Mays, and a rebound bucket 
from Muniz, and Corey Lay-
son’s 3-pointer from the left 
corner to close the period 
ahead 11-5.

“We were hungry for it,” 
Mays said. “Coach said 
it was just another game 
[coming in], but for us it 
meant everything.

“We were boarding and 
boxing out and just doing 
what we had to do. The key 
was just to stay focused at 
all times.”

The Knights got as close as 
one point (22-21) on Fock-
ler’s three-point play with 
3:16 left in the third quarter, 
but Central responded with 
a pivotal 9-0 run.

That surge began on 
Hobbs’ pull-up jumper from 
the foul line at the 3:32 mark 
of the third, and closed on 
Marty McDonald’s 3-pointer 
51 seconds into the fourth 
for a 31-21 margin that had 
to seem like 20 points in a 
slow-paced game.   

“This is unbelievable,” 
said McDonald, a senior 
foreign-exchange student 
from Ballymena, Ireland, 
near Belfast. “I can’t even 
describe how I’m feeling 
right now. It’s amazing to be 
here, and just celebrate with 
these guys who I’ve become 
so close to.

“I’m so fortunate to be 
a part of this. It’s an unbe-
lievable program, and an 
unbelievable school. The 
experience has been amaz-
ing and I’ve loved it.”

Central was 14-of-34 from 
the fi eld, including 3-of-9 on 
3-pointers, and was 5-of-9 
from the line. The Irish were 
edged 21-19 in rebound-
ing, but forced 19 Knight 
turnovers while committing 
11. St. Francis was 10-of-29 
from the fi eld, including 
1-of-9 on 3-pointers, and 
was 7-of-8 on free throws.

“Coach Welling has been 
preaching about that for 

a long time,” Hobbs said 
of the City title. “He didn’t 
come here to win second 
place, so we came in here 
and executed his plan and 
got that fi rst-place trophy 
for him.

“I know it’s not too excit-
ing for the fans to watch a 
low-scoring game, but we 
had to go out there and ex-
ecute and get the win.”

Contact Steve Junga at:
sjunga@theblade.com 

or 419-724-6461.
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                           vs. Ball State

Saturday, Feb. 27 

See you at the Game!
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City League
 League Overall
St. John’s Jesuit 10-1 15-4
Central Catholic 9-2 16-2
Whitmer 8-3 14-5
St. Francis de Sales 7-4 13-6
Libbey 7-4 10-6
Rogers 6-5 12-6
Start 6-5 10-8
Waite 5-6 10-9
Bowsher 5-6 8-10
Scott 2-9 3-15
Clay 1-10 3-16
Woodward 0-11 2-15

SCORING LEADERS
 G PTS AVG
Anthony Henderson, Start 18 528 29.3
Robert Davis, Bowsher 18 459 25.5
Damond Powell, Rogers 18 427 23.7
Ray Hooker, Woodward 17 335 19.7
Quincy Caldwell, Rogers 18 304 16.9
Ke-Sean Harris, Waite 18 304 16.9
Jay Springs, St. John’s 19 283 14.9
Nigel Hayes, Whitmer 19 264 13.9
Jeff Copeland, Start 18 248 13.8
Cheatham Norrils, St. John’s 18 239 13.3
Dashawn Lee, Scott 18 237 13.2
Brandon Wyatt, Woodward 17 221 13.0
Marc Loving, St. John’s 19 244 12.8
Taylor Schabel, Clay 16 203 12.7
Maurice Taylor, Libbey 15 185 12.3
Antonio Allen, Waite 17 202 11.9
Dareon Jones, Whitmer 19 216 11.4
Ken Hayes, Whitmer 17 184 10.8
Lonacy Utley, Libbey 16 171 10.7
Dontonio Kynard, Scott 18 188 10.4
T.J. Gillespie, St. John’s 19 195 10.3
Milan Mabry, Libbey 16 160 10.0

REBOUNDING LEADERS
 G RBS AVG
Lonacy Utley, Libbey 16 176 11.0
Antonio Allen, Waite 17 185 10.9
Brandon Wyatt, Woodward 17 170 10.0
Mookie Mustafaa, Bowsher 18 162 9.0
Quincy Caldwell, Rogers 18 160 8.9
Anthony Henderson, Start 18 155 8.6
Ken Hayes, Whitmer 17 135 7.9
Jeff Copeland, Start 18 140 7.8
Dashawn Lee, Scott 18 139 7.7
Nigel Hayes, Whitmer 19 143 7.5
Glandoy Hill, Rogers 17 125 7.4
Jordan Holmes, Scott 18 127 7.1
Marc Loving, St. John’s 19 129 6.8
Dominique Jackson, Rogers 16 108 6.8

Robert Davis, Bowsher 18 120 6.7
Franklin Lindsey, Whitmer 19 126 6.6
Maurice Taylor, Libbey 15 98 6.5

Not reporting: Central, St. Francis.

Northern Lakes League
 League Overall
Perrysburg 13-0 18-1
Bowling Green 10-3 12-6
Springfi eld 9-4 14-4
Rossford 7-6 12-7
Southview 6-7 9-10
Maumee 3-10 6-12
Northview 3-10 4-15
Anthony Wayne 1-12 1-18

SCORING LEADERS
 G PTS AVG
Zach Leahy, Rossford 19 441 23.2
Leroy Alexander, Springfi eld 18 370 20.6
Chester McFadden, Springfi eld 18 365 20.3
Charlie Hughes, Perrysburg 18 358 19.9
Chauncey Orr, Bowling Green 18 358 19.9
Brad Celusta, Anthony Wayne 19 329 17.3
Jake Zureich, Northview 19 307 16.2
Andy Borcherdt, Southview 18 271 15.1
Allen Gant, Southview 16 224 14.0
Xavier Brown, Bowling Green 17 223 13.1
Matt Marquette, Perrysburg 18 231 12.8
Tony Dible, Bowling Green 17 197 11.6
Jacob Sturt, Northview 19 211 11.1
Mitchell Stewart, Rossford 19 200 10.5
Tyler Kralovic, Rossford 18 182 10.1
Jon Hall, Maumee 18 172 9.6
Andrew Holliger, Perrysburg 18 169 9.4
Jarred Bowens, Northview 18 162 9.0
Steven Boyd, Maumee 19 165 8.7

REBOUNDING LEADERS
 G RBS AVG
Leroy Alexander, Springfi eld 18 149 8.3
Mitchell Stewart, Rossford 18 144 8.0
Charlie Hughes, Perrysburg 18 138 7.7
Chauncey Orr, Bowling Green 18 133 7.4
Allen Gant, Southview 16 110 6.9
Jarred Bowens, Northview 18 120 6.7
Zach Leahy, Rossford 19 123 6.5
Matt Marquette, Perrysburg 18 111 6.2
Andrew Donnal, Anthony Wayne 16 98 6.1
Anthony Barnum, Maumee 19 115 6.1
Jake Zureich, Northview 19 111 5.8
Jacob Sturt, Northview 19 110 5.8
Kevin Outly, Springfi eld 18 101 5.6
Mark Donnal, Anthony Wayne 19 103 5.4
Vitto Brown, Bowling Green 17 92 5.4
Chester McFaden, Springfi eld 18 95 5.3
Damon Contat, Maumee 19 95 5.0
Cam O’Reilly, Southview 15 75 5.0

Suburban Lakes League
 League Overall
Eastwood 10-1 13-5
Otsego 9-2 10-8
Genoa 7-4 12-7
Elmwood 7-4 11-8
Gibsonburg 4-7 7-12
Lake 1-10 3-16
Woodmore 1-11 4-15

SCORING LEADERS
 G PTS AVG
Lee Renner, Gibsonburg 18 303 16.8
Clay Rolf, Eastwood 18 301 16.7
Matt Bassitt, Genoa 19 316 16.6
Richard Wonnell, Genoa 19 293 15.4
Justin Garver, Woodmore 15 215 14.3
Matt Weisenborn, Otsego 19 240 12.6
Gage Beaber, Gibsonburg 18 226 12.6
Clayton Ruch, Eastwood 18 220 12.2
A.C. Limes, Otsego 19 221 11.6
Adam Tyson, Elmwood 18 207 11.5
Jay Hannah, Elmwood 18 203 11.3
Grant Weirich, Woodmore 19 202 10.6
TJ Waldock, Elmwood 18 182 10.1
Jon Lester, Genoa 18 178 9.9
Alex Cordell, Lake 17 166 9.8
Logan Jones, Gibsonburg 18 174 9.7

REBOUNDING LEADERS
 G RBS AVG
Clay Rolf, Eastwood 18 214 11.9
Richard Wonnell, Genoa 19 153 8.1
Jon Lester, Genoa 18 139 7.7
Zac Smith, Gibsonburg 17 115 6.8
Sam Forshey, Otsego 19 125 6.6
Lee Renner, Gibsonburg 18 113 6.3
Ryan Smoyer, Otsego 19 111 5.8
Logan Jones, Gibsonburg 18 103 5.7
Alex Cordell, Lake 17 95 5.6
Joe Vancena, Lake 19 102 5.4
Grant Weirich, Woodmore 19 101 5.3
Clayton Ruch, Eastwood 18 101 5.6

TAAC
 League Overall
Ottawa Hills 11-0 18-1
Maumee Valley 8-4 13-6
Toledo Christian 8-4 10-8
Danbury 5-6 10-9
Northwood 4-7 6-13
Emmanuel Christian 4-8 6-14
Cardinal Stritch 0-11 1-18

SCORING LEADERS
 G PTS AVG
Rodney Johnson, Danbury 15 291 19.4
Eliot Browarsky, Ottawa Hills 19 360 18.9

Julius Turner, Emmanuel Christian 20 334 16.7
Jeremy Weemes, Toledo Christian 18 280 15.6
Tony Behan, Emmanuel Christian 20 260 13.0
Hunter Stephens, Danbury 19 240 12.6
Andrew Jamieson, Ottawa Hills 19 219 11.5
J.J. Buckey, Ottawa Hills 19 212 11.2
Henry Beausejour, Maumee Valley 19 189 9.9
Tyler Boring, Danbury 19 187 9.8
Carter Bayer, Maumee Valley 19 185 9.7
Jared Sturt, Maumee Valley 19 180 9.5

REBOUNDING LEADERS
 G RBS AVG
Hunter Stephens, Danbury 19 174 9.2
Jared Sturt, Maumee Valley 19 132 6.9
Jeremy Weemes, Toledo Christian 18 123 6.8
Tyler Boring, Danbury 19 126 6.6
Ryan Creech, Emmanuel Christian 20 124 6.2
Lucas Janowicz, Ottawa Hills 19 110 5.8
Henry Beausejour, Maumee Valley 19 96 5.1
Andrew Jamieson, Ottawa Hills 19 95 5.0
Rodney Johnson, Danbury 15 75 5.0

Not reporting: Cardinal Stritch, Northwood.

NWOAL
 League Overall
Archbold 6-1 14-4
Evergreen 6-2 16-4
Delta 6-2 12-7
Wauseon 5-2 11-7
Bryan 5-2 10-8
Patrick Henry 3-5 5-14
Liberty Center 2-6 5-14
Swanton 1-7 8-12
Montpelier 0-7 1-18

SCORING LEADERS
 G PTS AVG
Chad Mossing, Evergreen 20 396 19.8
Ryan Johnson, Swanton 20 357 17.9
Tyler Hinkle, Wauseon 18 303 16.8
Matt Wisler, Bryan 18 297 16.5
Lucas Pennington, Evergreen 20 277 13.9
Logan Burdue, Liberty Center 11 141 12.8
Colt Humbert, Wauseon 18 220 12.2
Jordan Turner, Delta 19 228 12.0
Phil Snow, Liberty Center 19 224 11.8
Josh Beverly, Delta 17 189 11.1
Travis Hilton, Swanton 20 220 11.0
Alex Nossaman, Bryan 18 188 10.4
Garrett Morton, Archbold 18 178 9.9
Nate Jackson, Delta 19 187 9.8
Kent Tietje, Patrick Henry 19 187 9.8
Luke Kammeyer, Archbold 18 171 9.5
Telly Fricke, Archbold 18 166 9.2

REBOUNDING LEADERS
 G RBS AVG
Tyler Hinkle, Wauseon 18 191 10.6
Lucas Pennington, Evergreen 20 193 9.7

Luke Kammeyer, Archbold 18 139 7.7
Caleb Turnbull, Bryan 18 130 7.2
Chris Hephner, Montpelier 19 127 6.7
Nate Jackson, Delta 19 119 6.3
Travis Hilton, Swanton 20 119 6.0
Kent Tietje, Patrick Henry 19 112 5.9
Ryan Johnson, Swanton 20 114 5.7
Matt Barker, Swanton 20 110 5.5
Chad Mossing, Evergreen 20 109 5.5
Alex Nossaman, Bryan 18 95 5.3
Drew Salsbury, Delta 19 100 5.3
Colt Humbert, Wauseon 18 87 4.8

Area Leaders
SCORING

 G PTS AVG
Aaron Craft, Liberty-Benton 18 481 26.7
Matt Lazette, Bedford 15 303 20.2
Mason Roth, McComb 17 335 19.7
Jackson Lamb, Bedford 15 241 16.1
Eric Schmidt, Blissfi eld 14 224 16.0
Jordan Lauf, Napoleon 18 259 14.4
Jacob Rupp, Pettisville 19 266 14.0
Tyler Keefer, Fayette 19 254 13.4
Dylan Esterline, Blissfi eld 15 185 12.3
Rich Meyer, Van Buren 19 231 12.2
Taylor Haynes, McComb 17 207 12.2
Andrew Dee, McComb 17 195 11.5
Tyler Shock, Bedford 15 172 11.5
Trevor Cox, Fayette 19 202 10.6
Jordan Myles, Napoleon 17 169 9.9

REBOUNDING LEADERS
 G RBS AVG
Jackson Lamb, Bedford 15 158 10.5
Dylan Esterline, Blissfi eld 15 185 12.3
Tyler Keefer, Fayette 19 149 7.8
Tyler Shock, Bedford 15 112 7.5
Matt Lazette, Bedford 15 91 6.1

Other Northwest Ohio
  Overall
Liberty-Benton  19-0
Port Clinton  19-0
McComb  15-3
North Baltimore  14-5
Monclova Christian 13-6
Findlay 12-7
Van Buren  11-8
Fremont St. Joseph  9-8
Pettisville  10-9
Fayette  8-11
Napoleon 7-11
Fostoria 7-12
Holgate  5-14
Oak Harbor  5-14
Fostoria St. Wendelin  3-16
Fremont Ross 3-16

BOYS BASKETBALL STANDINGS, STATISTICS

Archbold cruises 
past Eastwood

ARCHBOLD — Archbold 
ran wild in the opening 
quarter, rushing out to a 
27-9 advantage en route to 
a 61-45 victory over East-
wood.

Christian Goering scored 
15 points for Archbold 
(15-4) on fi ve 3-pointers. 
Sam Miller added 14 points 
and Garrett Morton 11.

Archbold made 19 of 25 
free throws. Jacob Faykosh 
tossed in 17 points for 
Eastwood (13-6). Clay Rolf 
added 12.

YPSILANTI LINCOLN 77,
BEDFORD 66

YPSILANTI, Mich. 
— Andrew Dillion fi red in 
22 points for Lincoln, which 
broke out to a 23-17 fi rst-
quarter lead.

Tyler Shock paced the 
Mules (8-10) with 24 points, 
Lee Hullibarger added 11, 
and Jake Cordray 10.

EDGERTON 61,
DELTA 52

EDGERTON — A big third 
quarter lifted Edgerton to 
the win.

The Bulldogs dominated 
that period by a 19-7 count 
after leading by just three at 
halftime.

Bronson Knecht spurred 
Edgerton with 14 points, 

while Ethan Schroeder add-
ed 11, and Brody Flegal and 
Caleb Stark each scored 10.

Nate Jackson led the way 
for Delta with 14 points.

AYERSVILLE 64,
LIBERTY CENTER 29

 LIBERTY CENTER, Ohio 
— Ayersville came to town 
and put three players in 
double fi gures, handing the 
Tigers a decisive defeat.

Dallas Smith and Dillon 
Flint scored 11 points each, 
and Chaz Waisner chipped 
in 10 points for the Pilots. 
Ayersville outrebounded the 
Tigers 31-14.

Senior Logan Burdue 
paced Liberty Center with 
13 points. The Tigers were 
down 28-13 at halftime.

Girls
BEDFORD 55,

YPSILANTI LINCOLN 28
TEMPERANCE — The 

Mules raised their record to 
9-11 with the victory.

Lindsay Dager paced 
Bedford with 15 points and 
got support from Ashley 
Sperling and Chelsea Care-
na with eight apiece.

Lincoln, which drops to 
1-19, received 13 points 
from Arielle Gorgor.

Central Catholic’s Benjamin Dent celebrates the Irish’s fi rst City League championship in 42 years.
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