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Dragonfly facts

W Dragonflies fiew about 100 million years before dinosaurs were
on earift

I Soms dragontiies from the Carboniferaus Periad 300 milian
years ago had wingspans of more than 2 feet. The kargest dragonfiies
toay have wingspans of {ust 7 inches.

Thera are more than 5,000 species of dragonfiies worldide.

1 They can change direction in an instant and can hover like hell-
copters in mid-air, and dart p, dovwn, and even backward

[ Dragonflies are one of the fastest flying insects, reaching more
than 30 mgh

W The dragonfly has two sats of wings: the front wings can be
aing up vehike the the back ones are oing down, When at rest, e 2
Sragonty carnot N3 i wings back [k = cousia the damgeifly o s While both shase lasye heads. shonder, elongated bodies, and
They flap their wings abourt 30 beats per secand. Top: A widow skimmer rests atop a bloom of Queen the two pairs of wings, dragonflies are huskier of body than dam.
I Vi fiying, the dragonfly positions Its legs and bristly spines Anne’s Lice, Above: A band-winged meadowhawk selliesand tend o race frum place t ploce. At test their wingsare
grawing on the legs to form a basket scoop, I collects masguitdes alights o a stem of grass. Outstrelc
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Ohios present-day dragoiflies and damsellies carry an aver-
age wingspan of ane {0 two inches, but fossil remains confirm that
ancestal odenntes siretched as much as (wo feat or more. So you
can imagine the size of the ancestral mosquitoes, or whatever, that
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1. The damselfly life cycle includes e
the three cycles — egg. nymph, and spo
adult. After the egg hatches, the or 418-724-5068,
nymph lives underwaier and feeds.
2. When ihe nymph Is ready to
become an adult it crawls out of the
water and attaches itself 1o a plant
stem. 3, The back shell splits. 4. The
adult continues to emerge, breaking
nits back so the head and
thorax can come out. 5. The aduli
pumps blood into the crumpled
wings after emerging to unfold
them. The young adult can fly within
two hours, It takes a few days for
THE BSOS hody calors on the skin to develop.
Al12-spotied skimmer dragonfly grasps a plant stalk along a weiland pond.
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Acommon green darner, a damsellly, at rest with wings
I - I folded back.
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