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Top 10
Moments at Inverness

One of the most famous shots 
in golf history certainly has to 
be the single greatest moment in Inverness history. During the 1986 PGA Championship, Bob Tway 
rallied from a four-shot deficit on the back nine, made a magnificent par save to stay tied with British 
Open champ Greg Norman at the 17th hole, and then hit his approach to the last hole into the 
greenside bunker short and right of the pin. Norman’s wedge shot spun back into the fluffy rough 
between the two front bunkers. With some 15,000 fans crowded around the final green for a 
weather-delayed Monday finish, Tway stepped into the bunker and into history, holing his sand shot 
to win a major championship.

The first U.S. Open at Inverness, held in 1920, was perhaps the most newsworthy. It was the Open 
debut both for Bobby Jones, the great amateur, and Gene Sarazen, the legendary Squire, who lived for 
97 years and competed against Harry Vardon, Jack Nicklaus and everybody in between. Speaking of 
Vardon, then 50, he held a four-shot lead with seven holes to play, but kicked it away down the stretch 
and never contended in another major. Ted Ray was the winner by one shot. Inverness became the 
first host to open its clubhouse doors to pro golfers and the appreciative competitors, led by Walter 
Hagen, took up a collection to purchase a stately cathedral clock for members. It stands to this day, in 
perfect running order, in the clubhouse foyer.

Billy Burke and George Von Elm may not have 
been household names in 1931, but they 
entered the record books during that year’s 
National Open at Inverness by engaging in the 
longest playoff in the history of American golf. 
They were tied after 72 holes of regulation, and 
still tied after the first, second, and third 
18-hole playoff rounds. When it ended after 
144 holes – the equivalent of two full tourna-
ments – Burke won with 589 total strokes to 
Von Elm’s 590. Just days later, the USGA 
announced changes in its playoff format.

In 1939, after interviewing the 
two finalists for the vacant head 
professional job at Inverness, 
past president Cloyd Haas wrote 
a letter to the runner-up. It 
began, "Dear Mr. Hogan." 
The now-legendary Ben Hogan 
didn’t get the job, but the man who did became just as large a legend. Byron Nelson 
signed a contract with Inverness in early summer of ’39 and won the U.S. Open two 
weeks later. He started work in the spring of 1940 and resigned at the end of the 
summer in 1944, a year before compiling the greatest single season in PGA Tour 
history with 18 wins, including 11 straight. For well over a half century, until his death 
in 2006, Lord Byron always referred to Inverness as his home course.

Greg Norman twice came to 
the 18th green, once on the 
final hole of regulation and 
once during a sudden-death 
playoff, with near-identical, 
18-foot birdie putts to win the 1993 PGA Championship. He twice struck perfect 
putts, but both lipped out after being nearly swallowed by the cup. After a closing 
36 holes that rank among the most exciting in major championship history, Paul 
Azinger would win the title on the second playoff hole. The outcome wasn’t the 
first heartbreaker for Norman at Inverness (see No. 1) and it made him only the 
second golfer ever to lose all four majors in playoffs.
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Bob Tway 
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in playoff.
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