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2011 HOMICIDES Thirty-eight people were killed in Toledo last year, two of whom 
were shot by police in cases that were ruled justi�ed homicides.

Allam Ibrahim, 48 
Found dead Jan. 11 
of an assault.
■ Status: Unsolved

James Schueler, 
65
Shot in the head on 
Jan. 27.
■ Status: Mark A. 
Langlois, 50, 
supervised by Mr. 
Schueler at 
Forklifts, was 
sentenced in 
November to life in 
prison for the 
shooting death.

Holly Zimmer, 32
Died after being run over 
by a car on Feb. 13.
■ Status: Brent Peace, 
39, Ms. Zimmer’s 
boyfriend, pleaded no 
contest to aggravated 
vehicular homicide, 
tampering with evidence, 
and failure to stop after 
an accident. He was 
sentenced in October to 
10 years in prison.

Tamara McDaniel, 39; Damien Reyes, 18; 
Domonique Reyes, 16; Taralynn Wood, 
10
Died of carbon monoxide poisoning on 
March 22.
■ Status: Landlord Steven Snow found 
guilty of four counts of reckless homicide 
and placed on community control, including 
six months in custody, for placing a 
gas-powered generator inside the home 
where the family was living.

Charles Harris, Jr., 
71
Shot in the head on 
April 13.
■ Status: Kenneth 
Anderson, 29, was 
sentenced in October 
to life in prison with 
the possibility of 
parole after 20 years 
for aggravated 
murder and a gun 
speci�cation. He said 
he intended to rob 
Mr. Harris, who was 
putting away lawn 
equipment. The trial 
of Thomas Johnson, 
21, charged with 
tampering with 
evidence, is expected 
to start Jan. 9.

Samuel Birch, 24
Shot by police on 
April 16 when 
police tried to serve 
an arrest warrant; 
Birch shot an of�cer 
in the leg during the 
incident.
■ Status: Ruled 
justi�able by the 
Toledo Police 
Department.

David Wallerstein, 
36
Found suffering 
from gunshot 
wounds at 
Broadway and 
Western Avenue on 
April 17. He died at 
Mercy St. Vincent 
Medical Center.
■ Status: unsolved

Jennifer Molnar, 
31
Found beaten to 
death in the 
basement of her 
East Toledo home 
on June 8.
■ Status: unsolved

Montelle Taylor, 17
Shot while riding 
his bicycle on 
Auburn Avenue near 
Bancroft Street on 
June 10.
■ Status: unsolved
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Randall York, 55
Struck by a car and 
trapped beneath 
after an argument at 
a gas station in West 
Toledo on June 11.
■ Status: Geoffrey 
A. Dupuis, 47, 
received a life 
sentence in 
December for the 
dragging death.

Marquan McCuin, 
18
Shot while riding his 
bicycle in a South 
Toledo alley in the 
1100 block of Gordon 
Street on July 3.
■ Status: Gerald 
Banks, 18, was 
sentenced to life in 
prison in December 
for the shooting 
death.

Eric Daniels, 40
Shot at an impromptu 
car show in central 
Toledo on July 5.
■ Status: Byron 
Mitchell, 20, is 
charged with Mr. 
Daniels’ murder. He is 
scheduled for a 
pretrial hearing in 
Lucas County 
Common Pleas Court 
on Jan. 23.

Jeffrey Poindexter, 
26
Found dead of 
multiple gunshot 
wounds on his 
porch in the 1400 
block of Delaware 
Avenue on Aug. 5.
■ Status: unsolved

Christopher Moles, 40
Struck by an alleged 
drunken driver while 
crossing the street in 
the 700 block of West 
Laskey on Aug. 20.
■ Status: Kadie 
McCurdy, 27, is 
charged with 
aggravated vehicular 
homicide. She has a 
trail date of Jan. 23.

Christopher 
Lawrence, 39
Shot in the head 
while sitting in a 
truck in the 1300 
block of Foster 
Avenue. Lawrence 
died at Toledo 
Hospital on Aug. 
22.
■ Status: 
unsolved

Quidare Buffaloe, 
23
Shot while talking 
to a group of people 
in a parking lot in 
the 1600 block of 
Fielding Avenue 
Aug. 28.
■ Status: unsolved

Brian Lipp, 48
Shot by police on Sept. 
3 after Lipp, wanted 
for a number of armed 
robberies, was shot by 
of�cers from multiple 
agencies after leading 
police on a two-county 
wrong-way chase and 
crash on I-75 that 
resulted in the death 
of an innocent 
motorist.
■ Status: In 
September, a Lucas 
County grand jury 
recommended that no 
charges be brought 
and that of�cers 
responded correctly in 
the shooting.

Michael Cobb, 54
Stabbed in the chest 
with a knife; he died 
at the University of 
Toledo Medical 
Center on Sept. 19.
■ Status: Jackie 
Kenney-Cobb, 41, the 
victim’s estranged 
wife, has been 
charged in the death. 
Facing charges of 
aggravated murder, 
aggravated burglary, 
and murder, she is 
scheduled to appear 
in Lucas County  
Common Pleas Court 
on Wednesday for a 
pretrial hearing.

Andrew Baker and Tanja Cathey, both 28
Shot to death inside their home in the 2200 
block of Sanford Street in central Toledo on 
Sept. 29. Their 2-year-old son, who was at 
home with the couple, was spared.
■ Status: unsolved

Justin Smith, 25
Shot on Fernwood 
Avenue on Oct. 23 
while at a memorial 
for his friend, 
Deandre Green, 21, 
who was killed in 
West Toledo on the 
same date in 2010.
■ Status: Martrece 
Dobson, 24, was 
charged with the 
murder. His case was 
bound over to the 
Lucas County grand 
jury on Dec. 27.

Howard Williams, 
40
Shot during a 
domestic dispute in 
the 1800 block of 
Ottawa Drive on 
Oct. 24.
■ Status: Police 
named April Jones, 
50, the victim’s 
wife, as the 
suspect. She was 
hospitalized after 
the incident and has 
not been charged 
with the crime.

Alvaro Vallejo, Jr., 
35
Shot while a 
passenger inside a 
car, traveling near 
Broadway and 
Prouty Avenue, on 
Oct. 26.
■ Status: Livorio 
Sandoval, 27, is 
charged with the 
murder. He is 
scheduled for a 
pretrial hearing on 
Jan. 24.

Michael Heidtman, 
29
Shot while at a 
home in West 
Toledo in the 4100 
block of Lewis 
Avenue on Oct. 26.
■ Status: Paul 
Cooper, 32, pleaded 
not guilty to the 
shooting death. He 
has a trial date set 
for Jan. 10.

Darnell 
Townsend-Tall, 36
Shot at his 339 E. 
Weber St. home 
during a home 
invasion on Nov. 7. 
■ Status: Three 
men are charged in 
the shooting death 
— Reynard Lewis, 
20; Darrick 
Newsome, 18, and 
Kurt Finley, 19. Mr. 
Newsome and Mr. 
Finley have a Feb. 
13 trial date.

Raynail Gaiter, 31
Shot inside his Ravine 
Village Park apartment 
during a home invasion 
on Nov. 10.
■ Status: Six men, 
including the three 
charged in 
Townsend-Tall’s death, 
are charged. In addition 
to Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Newsome, and Mr. 
Finley, Kevin Arnold, 22, 
Quandre Willingham, 
22, and Samojay 
Edwards, 19, are 
charged. Mr. Edwards 
has a trial of Feb. 7; Mr. 
Finley has a trial of Jan. 
31; Arnold has a trial 
date of Jan. 17; Mr. 
Willingham has a date 
of Jan. 24.

Lamar Allen, 25
Shot by a store 
clerk as the victim 
was, with another 
man, robbing 
Express Carryout, 
1920 Mulberry St., 
on Nov. 21.
■ Status: The 
Toledo Police 
Department will 
present the case to 
a grand jury in 
January.

Timothy Blair, 14, and Veronica Serrano, 
34
Shot at the family’s Page Street home after 
Timothy was involved in an argument with a 
suspect. Timothy died at the scene; Ms. 
Serrano, Timothy’s mother, died at a hospital 
after the Nov. 26 incident.
■ Status: Daurin Patton, 26, is charged with 
two counts of aggravated murder and one 
count of aggravated robbery. He pleaded not 
guilty in December; a trial date has not been 
set.

Antonio Johnson, 27
Shot Dec. 30 in the 1900 block of Parkdale.
■ Status: The victim’s cousin, James C. 
Smith, has been arrested and charged in the 
death.

Deadrick Rocker, 17
Shot and killed Dec. 31 at Hoag and 
Tecumseh Streets; a 16-year-old was 
critically wounded.
■ Status: unsolved

Scott Holzhauer, 47
Beaten inside his 
home at 842 Lorain St. 
on Nov. 26. He is 
shown with a 
birthmark on his face.
■ Status: Brandon 
Hoffman, 28, a friend 
of the victim, is 
charged with 
aggravated murder 
and aggravated 
robbery. He pleaded 
not guilty and was 
scheduled for a Jan. 
18 pretrial.

Tyrone Patterson, 
23
Shot on Nov. 30 at 
East Delaware 
Avenue and Walnut 
Street.
■ Status: An arrest 
warrant has been 
issued for Quintin 
Helm, 20.

Dana Frison, 38
Shot during a home 
invasion on Dec. 17 
in the 500 block of 
Platt Street.
■ Status: unsolved

Ronald Mannor, 23
Shot in the back 
during an argument 
outside a home in 
the 800 block of 
Dunwood Court on 
Dec. 17.
■ Status: Julian 
Pina, 20, was 
charged with the 
death. The suspect 
was indicted by a 
Lucas County grand 
jury on Dec. 28.

matter of getting through the whole 
investigation. “In a homicide, you 
don’t arrest someone until you’re 
sure,” he added.

On Jan. 11, the city recorded its 
first homicide: Allam Ibrahim, 48, 
was found dead inside his home in 
the 2900 block of Jermain Drive. It 
wasn’t until March that the Lucas 
County Coroner’s Office ruled the 
death — a beating — a homicide.

Mr. Ibrahim’s death is unsolved — 
and it’s the case investigators have 
the least to go on, Sergeant Toney 
said. Attempts to locate Mr. Ibra-
him’s family for comment were un-
successful.

At the scene of another unsolved 
murder, most of the windows and 
doors are boarded up at the Sanford 
Avenue residence where a young 
couple were gunned down.

“Sometimes I believe [their] souls 
[are] still in there, the way they 
boarded it up so fast,” said Dorothy 
White, who lives a few houses away.

A photo of the victims, Andrew 
Baker and Tanja Cathey, both 28, is 
taped to the front door.

Ms. White wants people to re-
member, and she wants anyone who 
knows something — anything — 
about the brutal deaths to come for-
ward. “It’s too sad for no one to not 
know what happened,” Ms. White 
said, looking at the small memorial 
she placed on the front steps.

Sometimes, walking down the 
street, Ms. White can hear Baker’s 
laughter. “But I can’t bring him back,” 
she said. “It’s like the Lord said, be 
patient. It will all fall into hand.”

Attempts to reach Ms. Cathey’s 
and Baker’s families were unsuc-
cessful, but Ms. White said the cou-
ple’s 2-year-old son, inside the home 
at the time of the murders and found 
clinging to his mother’s body, is do-
ing fine.

Survivors carry on
For the families who have some 

answers and some sort of resolution, 
the misery is often overwhelming, 
but they carry on.

“We were raised that only the 
strong survive,” said Karen Harris, 

whose father became the city’s 
eighth homicide victim April 17. He 
was the oldest person slain in Toledo 
last year.

Charles Harris, Jr., 71, was shot and 
killed by Kenneth Anderson, 29, in 
an alley behind Nebraska Avenue.

Mr. Harris, known to many as 
“Chuck-A-Luck,” was unloading his 
truck after a day of tending lawns 
when Anderson and another man, 
who police say was Thomas John-
son, 22, robbed Mr. Harris.

Mr. Harris fought back and was 
shot by Anderson.

Anderson, who pleaded guilty to 
the shooting, is serving a 20-year 
sentence for his role. Johnson is 
scheduled for a Jan. 9 trial.

During Anderson’s trial, Ms. Har-
ris said she forgave the man who 
killed her father. 

“It’s not that I’m not hurt,” she said, 
her eyes filling with tears. “It’s a sick 
feeling to say, ‘I forgive you.’ ”

Police go on high alert
On Nov. 25, a 14-year-old boy and 

his mother became the 30th and 31st 
victims. Timothy Blair and his moth-
er, Veronica Serrano, 34, were shot 
and killed on the porch of their Page 
Street home. Timothy, the youngest 
to be killed, died at the scene; Ms. 
Serrano died in a hospital.

“We’re still battling with emotions 
and dealing with them being gone,” 
said Henry Serrano, Ms. Serrano’s 

brother. He said Ms. Serrano’s other 
children are “doing good.”

Police arrested Daurin Patton, 26, 
for the deaths and in December he 
pleaded not guilty to two counts of 
aggravated murder and one count of 
aggravated robbery.

Ms. Serrano had moved from the 
Temperance area to start over, but 
her family said that, after seeing the 
violence in her neighborhood, she 
was ready to leave after two weeks. 
“It’s not going to change until the 
neighbors, the store owners, get to-
gether and start standing up against 
these people,” Mr. Serrano said.

Shootings in Toledo, which hap-
pened almost daily starting in late 
spring, put police on high alert. After 
eight people were shot in four inci-
dents during the last weekend of 
June, Mike Navarre, then Toledo’s 
police chief, announced a gun task 
force, operating on overtime and 
working aggressively to seize guns.

“It is absolutely necessary to get a 
handle on what’s happened in the 
last couple weeks,” Chief Navarre 
said at the time. “We cannot allow 
this to continue and we won’t allow 
this to continue.”

In 2011, as of Dec. 30, 928 guns had 
been booked into the Toledo Police 
Department’s property room — 499 
since July 1, the task force’s first offi-
cial day. That’s more than the previ-
ous three years and just shy of 2007’s 
955 seized firearms.

No longer feeling safe
Sergeant Toney said it seemed as if 

more shootings occurred last sum-
mer than previously. “It seemed it 
was a little easier to let bullets fly,” 
the sergeant said, adding that many 
of the shooters are young. “You won-
der what’s so messed up that they 
come to this at such an early age,” he 
said.

Since The Blade started tracking 
shootings June 1, 145 people have 
been shot.

For investigators who constantly 
respond to scenes where someone 
has been killed or severely wounded 
— Sergeant Toney responded to 17 
homicides last year — the work is dif-
ficult. “It takes work [to not become 
jaded],” the sergeant said. “You have 
to work at what you do, and remind 
yourself that, no matter what I do, 
there’s going to be another.

“I have to remember I can make a 
difference if I can put someone in jail 
that killed someone or robbed some-
one. … You just have to know you’re 
making some difference. There are 
days you don’t feel like you are, but 
every little bit helps.”

In some neighborhoods, gun shots 
became typical nighttime noise. 
Still, news of gun violence rattled 
residents; lifelong city residents say 
the violence nev-
er has been this 
bad.

M a r k  S i m -
mons, a 20-year-
old from north 
Toledo, said he’s 
w a t c h e d  h i s 
neighborhood 
change from bad 
to worse. “It’s not 
safe to walk at 
night,” he said.

Mr. Simmons, who writes and re-
cords original rap songs under the 
name T-Simms, wrote a song, 
“Truce,” about ending the city’s vio-
lence that includes these lyrics:

“This city ain’t like how it used to 
be no more. I lost some friends but I 
gained a couple more. Toledo, please 
tell me what we gonna do. I’m sayin’ 
we all hood. Call a truce on every 
side of town.”

Contact Taylor Dungjen at: 
tdungjen@theblade.com 

or 419-724-6054.
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The family of Marquan McCuin, 18, who was killed July 3 in an alley 
off the 1100 block of Gordon Street, lived in this house.

Simmons

Complete coverage of the 
Gator Bowl game between 

Ohio State and Florida.

Statistics show fewer Toledo 
Public Schools students are 

being suspended and expelled 
from class.

ALSO

Dieting takes resolve, commit-
ment, and common sense.

IN TUESDAY’S BLADE

AND

OHIO LOTTERY
For prize amounts and more 

information, go to 
toledoblade.com/lottery

(Day) Pick 3...991 Pick 4...0979
(Night) Pick 3...441 Pick 4...7036
Rolling Cash 5: 13, 25, 27, 32, 38
Ten-Oh (day): 2, 6, 7, 13, 16, 23, 29, 
30, 35, 37, 39, 48, 49, 57, 62, 65, 66, 
67, 72, 73
Ten-Oh (night): 1, 4, 5, 9, 12, 24, 27, 
28, 29, 31, 37, 38, 43, 44, 47, 51, 52, 
55, 71, 72

MICHIGAN LOTTERY
Midday...555 Midday 4...1455
Daily Game...331 Daily 4...5453
Fantasy 5: 4, 12, 18, 33, 37
Keno: 14, 23, 27, 28, 31, 32, 34, 39, 
40, 41, 42, 43, 46, 47, 49, 50, 52, 61, 
62, 66, 69, 71
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Colo. driver dies after 
tree branch impales him

BOULDER, Colo. — A Colorado 
man who was killed when a 3-foot 
tree branch smashed through his 
windshield and impaled him was 
able to steer the car to safety be-
fore losing consciousness.

The wife of 61-year-old James 
Baker-Jarvis said her husband was 
able to pull over to the roadside, 
saving her from any injury. He 
died later in a hospital.

Saturday’s incident occurred as 
high winds swept through the 
Northern Rockies, toppling two 
tractor-trailers, forcing shut-
downs of highways, and causing 
19,000 power failures throughout 
Colorado.

In Wyoming, two people were 
injured Saturday when debris 
blew the roof off a Cheyenne 
Sam’s Club store. The Wyoming 
Tribune Eagle reported that at 
least five other people were treat-
ed at Cheyenne Regional Medical 
Center for wind-related injuries.

The winds reached gusts of 76 
mph in Cheyenne, said Tim Tru-
del, a forecaster for the National 
Weather Service.

N.C. man arrested after 
trying to pass a $1M bill

LEXINGTON, N.C. — Police 
have arrested a North Carolina 
man who insisted his million-dol-
lar bill was real when he was buy-
ing $476 worth of items at a Wal-
mart.

Investigators said 53-year-old 
Michael Fuller tried to buy a vacu-
um cleaner, a microwave oven, 
and other items. Store employees 
called police after his insistence 
that the bill was legit, and Mr. 
Fuller was arrested.

The largest bill in circulation is 
$100. 

Mr. Fuller was charged with at-
tempting to obtain property by 
false pretense and passing a 
forged instrument. He is sched-
uled to be in court Tuesday.

Fireworks in Arkansas 
scare 100 birds to death

BEEBE, Ark. — Authorities in a 
central Arkansas town say about 
100 blackbirds died on New Year’s 
Eve after being spooked by fire-
works, far less than the thousands 
that perished there a year ago.

Beebe police Lt. Brian Duke 
said Sunday that officials asked 
people to stop setting off fireworks 
after blackbirds again started fly-
ing into objects and each other. 

Residents feted 2011’s end with 
fireworks in their neighborhoods.

Large numbers of migrating 
blackbirds roost in the communi-
ty northeast of Little Rock. Last 
year, fireworks were blamed after 
thousands of birds were rousted 
and flew into homes, cars, tele-
phone poles, and each other.

Ohio lotto prize is $2M, 
Michigan’s to be $7.5M; 
Powerball prize at $30M

CLEVELAND — The Ohio Lot-
tery’s Classic Lotto jackpot for 
Monday night will be $2 million 
because no ticket in Saturday’s 
$1.9 million game had the num-
bers drawn (1, 3, 7, 10, 16, 23).

In Michigan, the Classic Lotto 
47 jackpot for Wednesday will be 
$7.5 million because no ticket in 
Saturday’s $7.25 million game had 
the numbers (2, 18, 20, 21, 30, 46).

Wednesday’s Powerball jackpot 
will be an estimated $30 million 
because no tickets for Saturday’s 
$25 million game had the num-
bers (5, 23, 25, 28, 40, red ball 34).
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