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July 26, 2012 

 

 

Dr. Jerome Pecko, Superintendent  Lisa Sobecki, President 

Toledo Public Schools   Board of Education 

Thurgood Marshall Boulevard  Toledo Public Schools 

420 East Manhattan Boulevard  Thurgood Marshall Boulevard 

Toledo, OH  43608    420 East Manhattan Boulevard 

Toledo, OH  43608 

 

Dear Superintendent Pecko and President Sobecki, 

 

I am writing to officially inform you that Ohio Department of Education (ODE) will launch an 

official investigation into whether the Toledo Public School District has improperly manipulated 

the district’s Education Management Information System (EMIS) data. 

 

Specifically, on July 20, 2012, Superintendent Pecko, reported to the Toledo Blade Editorial 

Board that he had ordered an independent investigation into whether Toledo Public Schools has 

manipulated some students' attendance data to improve state report-card scores.  Although Dr. 

Pecko did not report this concern directly to ODE, based on his comments to the Toledo Blade, 

ODE now informs the Toledo School District that the school district’s alleged attendance 

practices are under investigation.  In the future, I strongly encourage you to contact me or my 

staff directly regarding this or other matters of such a serious nature. 

 

Misrepresenting student enrollment status, and thus reporting inaccurate data to EMIS, in order 

to improve the district’s overall performance and report card rating is a violation of Ohio law.  

Under Ohio Revised Code 3301.0714(L), ODE has the authority to investigate and sanction 

school districts for reporting incomplete or inaccurate data into EMIS.  Such sanctions can 

include withholding state funds and professional conduct sanctions up to and including 

revocation of an education license.   

 

ODE is consulting with the Auditor of State’s Office to determine whether an investigation of 

the Toledo School District will be handled by ODE or the Auditor of State.  My office will 

formally notify you when the structure of the investigation is finalized. 

 

Please consider this letter formal notice that the Toledo Schools District are, from this point 

forward, to retain and preserve any and all documents, records, communications, data/or 

electronic files pertaining to attendance localized within your district, ITC, or any other internal 

or external system. 
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July 26, 2012 

Superintendent Pecko 

President Sobecki 

 

 

 

ODE will continue to expect that you and your staff, including your general counsel, this 

investigation to occur.  I am appointing Dr. William Zelei as my primary representative for ODE 

in this matter. Dr. Zelei can be reached at (614) 387-2256 or by email at 

William.Zelei@education.ohio.gov. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Stan W. Heffner 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 

 
 

C:  Keith Wilkowski. Esq. 

      Jennifer Dawson, Esq. 

 

 

 

Certified Mail Numbers:  

7010 0780 0000 5611 1465     Superintendent Pecko 

7010 0780 0000 5611 1458      President Sobecki 
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