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HOLIDAY COUNTDOWN
WHAT TO BUY

THE MUSIC 
ENTHUSIAST

Of course, another treat for a music lover is con-
cert tickets. Consider the Los Lobos in Monroe 
on Feb. 9 at the La-Z-Boy Center Meyer Theater, 

Matchbox Twenty at the Stranahan on Feb. 15, or Carrie 
Underwood at the Huntington Center on May 5. That’s a 
broad cross section of excellent music. Check the various 
venues’ Web sites for information and prices.

Finders Records in Bowling Green is a throw-
back store that is packed with new and used CDs, 
vinyl records, and a ton of music-related stuff. A gift 

certificate to Finders would be perfect for that person on 
your list who prefers CDs as their favorite listening format. 
www.findersrecords.com.

Here’s a great way to support local music and 
give a gift. How about buying an individual mem-
bership to the Black Swamp Blues Society ($20), 

the Art Tatum Jazz Society ($55), the Toledo Symphony 
League ($40), or some other local organization that sup-
ports music? You get discounted tickets when sponsored 
shows come to town, the camaraderie of sharing your fa-
vorite sounds with new friends, and a chance to support 
local music. Information: www.bsbs.net for the blues so-
ciety, www.arttatumsociety.com for the jazz society, and
www.toledosymphonyleague.com.
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Music lovers make Christmas shopping for them pretty easy. There are CDs, vinyl 
albums, iTunes gift cards, concert tickets, books, memberships, listening devices 
and even clothes, for that matter. Just take a few minutes to quiz the music fan on 
your list and you can be the best Santa ever.

— Rod Lockwood
Blade Staff Writer

And for the young-
sters — well, anyone 
30 and younger per-
haps — you can’t beat 

an iTunes gift card, which 
comes in various denomi-
nations. It’s a great stocking 
stuffer and allows the recipi-
ent to download droves of dig-
ital songs. Kroger.

The rock T-shirt has never gone out of style and 
it’s now augmented by cool shirts from country, 
reggae, hip-hop, and artists from other genres. 
There’s no better way to express your tastes in a 

cool tee that can range from a throwback to something 
considerably more modern. And the more obscure, the 
better. Spencer Gifts, Ramalama Records, Loonar Sta-
tion, $15-$40. What’s old is 

new again this 
year and a per-
fect gift for the se-

rious rock fan would be 
vinyl versions of any of 
The Beatles albums, all 
of which have been re-
released in 180-gram vi-
nyl. “When I was putting 
them out the other day 
and I saw Revolver sit-
ting there I thought it’s 
wrong to have a record 
store without a Beatles 
album in stock. My life is 
now complete,” said Ra-
malama owner Rob Kim-
ple. Ramalama, Culture 
Clash. $21.99-$33.99.

This has been the year of 
classic rock biographies 
thanks to new books on Pete 
Townshend of The Who, 

Bruce Springsteen, Rod Stewart, and 
Neil Young. Three of the four — Who 
I Am: A Memoir ($32.50) by Town-
shend, Waging Heavy Peace ($30) 
by Young, and Rod: The Autobi-
ography ($27) by Stewart — were 
penned by the musicians. Bruce 
($28) was written by Peter Ames 
Carlin. Barnes & Noble, Books-A-
Million.

Here’s another way 
to support local mu-
sic: find a CD by a lo-
cal band or group 
with Toledo roots and 
make it a gift. Tole-
do rockers The Sand-
erlings have a fine 
new CD called Awe-
some Opossum ($10). 
For the hip-hop rap 
fan, check out Home 
Grown Internation-
ally Known, ($8.99) a 
compilation featuring 
local emcees and rap-
pers. And for someone 
whose tastes veer to-
ward roots and Amer-
icana, they would 
probably love the self-
titled disc from Birds 
of Chicago ($11.99), 
which features Toledo 
natives such as Jere-
my and Drew Lindsay 
and Dan Abu-Asi. Al-

lied Record 
Exchange.

If you pick up those 
Beatles albums, then you 
must know a vinyl record 
aficionado. Which means 

if it’s a really special person, you 
might want to get them the Pro-
ject Debut Carbon turntable. Pat 
O’Connor, the owner of Culture 
Clash Records, said the turntable 
has created a “whole new experi-
ence” in listening for him. It has a 
separate motor that is suspended 
to eliminate vibration and an up-
graded cartridge. Culture Clash 
Records. $399.95.

Prices subject to change 
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