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HOLIDAY COUNTDOWN
WHAT TO BUY

TOYS FOR THE 
YOUNGSTERS

Augmented Reality Puzzles — Travel to Africa, 
Norway, the rooftops of Paris, or under the sea as 
these jigsaw puzzles come to life. Gadget geeks can 

use mobile phones and tablets to transform these puzzles 
into realistic views and play games. Barnes & Noble and 
Walmart, $19.99

Lego Friends — Finally, a set of 
Legos designed with girls in mind. 
The Friends line features five char-

acters and everything they’ll need to have 
fun in Heartlake City, the fictional Lego 
town designed just for the Friends. Sets 
include doll houses, furniture, accesso-
ries, and more. Kmart, Meijer, Sears, 
Target, Toys R Us, and Walmar, $4.99 to 
$99.99.

USA Interactive Talking Map — Kids will learn 
and have fun with this talking map that features 
over 1000 facts and questions about the 50 states, 

U.S. cities, landmarksk, and more. Sensational Begin-
nings, $45.95.

Password Journal — This journal is voice ac-
tivated and features an invisible ink pen, a show/
glow light and secret compartments. Young writ-

ers can also plug in MP3 players and listen to their favorite 
tunes while unloading their innermost thoughts. Kmart, 
Meijer, Sears, Target, Toys R Us, and Walmart,  $23.99.
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Lego Friends — Finally, a set of 
Legos designed with girls in mind. 
The Friends line features five char-

acters and everything they’ll need to have 
fun in Heartlake City, the fictional Lego 
town designed just for the Friends. Sets 
include doll houses, furniture, accesso-
ries, and more. 
Target, Toys R Us,
$99.99.

Furby — Everything old is new again, in-
cluding toys. Furby, a hamster/owl-like robot-
ic creature, has made its way back to the top of 

hottest toys lists. The interactive creature speaks Fur-
bish and English and responds and changes person-
alities the more you play with it. Kmart, Target, Toys 
R Us, and Walmart, $54.

Every year, toy makers unveil thousands of “must-have” toys for 
the holiday season. And according to your kids’ wish list, there is 
a reason they are called “must haves.” Narrowing down the list 
can be a daunting task, and leaving off the biggest toy of the year, 

could land you on the parental naughty list. So, before braving the crowds 
or surfing the Web for the most popular, make sure you’re armed with the 
knowledge of this season’s “in” toys and gadgets.

— RoNeisha Mullen
Blade Staff Writer

Orbeez Jewel r y 
Maker — The Orbeez 
set allows children to 

design and even grow their 
own jewelry. The set trans-
forms miniature bulbs into 
colorful light-up pendants. 
Kmart, Meijer, Sears, Tar-
get, Toys R Us, and Walmart, 
$24.99

Nerf N-Strike Elite Hail-Fire Blaster — Your little 
sharp shooter won’t miss his target with this automat-
ic blaster with rotating ammo rack and foam darts. 
Kmart, Target, Toys R Us, and Walmart, $39.99.

Magna-Tiles — Give your kids a dose of science 
and architecture with these colorful tiles. Sets fea-
ture a variety of basic shapes, good for building two 

and three dimensional structures. Sensational Beginnings, 
$54.95 to $129.95.

Beyblade Destroyer Dome Set — 
Beyblade players can take their favorite 
toy tops into the third dimension with a 

dome arena that allows blades to zip along the 
sides and upside down. Barnes & Noble Web 
site (bn.com), Kmart, Meijer, Target, Toys R 
Us, and Walmart, $39.99.

Crayola Light Design-
er — Little artists can add 
cool effects and anima-
tions to their drawings 
with this rotating dome. 
Watch as the drawings 
turn into 3-D images and 
light up. Kmart, Meijer, 
Sears, Target, Toys R Us,
and Walmart, $39.99.

Prices subject to change 
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