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Here’s a list by platform of some games that are 
sure to garner lots of hugs and kisses this season. 
Wii U: Super Mario Bros., Batman: Arkham City, 

Armored Edition, Epic Mickey 2: The Power of Two, and 
Assassin’s Creed III. Xbox 360: LEGO: Lord of the Rings, 
Darksiders 2, Call of Duty: Black Ops II, and Halo 4. PS3: 
Prototype 2, Medal of Honor: Warfighter, Dishonored, and 
Little Big Planet Karting. All are available at Meijer, Wal-
mart, Best Buy, and many other places starting at $39.99.

The Retro Duo Portable game console is 
a must have for all gamers who opine about 
the good ol’ days when games were simple 
and fun. The hand-held console can bring all those 
old Nintendo and SuperNintendo games back to your 
nostalgic little fingers. You can also hook it up to the 
television and there’s even an adapter that will allow 
you  to play those old Sega Genesis games. Available 
on Amazon.com for $75.99.

The Astro A50 gaming headset is hands 
down the best audio performance in an over-
the-ear headphone on the market today. It 
sports a simulated 7.1 digital surround sound 
which makes gaming about as real as it can be. It 
sports an adjustable mic and is compatible with Xbox 
360, PS3, and PCs and MACs with an optical port. No 
way this baby gets returned to the store because it 
doesn’t fit. It’s the best gaming headset around and 
can be picked up at Best Buy for $299, well worth ev-
ery penny.

With all the hubub surrounding the Wii U 
the Playstation Vita should  not be overlooked. 
The newest hand-held from Sony combines the 

best of PS3 and PSP. The graphics rival the larger con-
sole and the portability brings the gaming excitement 
wherever you go. You can play it on the television for 
a larger screen, use it to surf the Web and even Skype 
your friends to tell them how awesome it is. Available 
at Meijer, Best Buy, and Target for a cool $249.99 or 
$299.99 with 3G.

Sh
op

ping Days LeftSh
op

ping Days Left

Sh
op

ping Days Left Sh
op

ping Days Left

Sh
op

ping Days Left

Sh
op

ping Days LeftSh
op

ping Days Left

❅ ❅

❅❅
❅

❅

❆
❆

❆
❆

❆

❆

❄
❄

❄

❄
❄

❄

❄

❉

❉

❉

❉
❉

❉

❉

SUN Mon Tues Wed

Thur Fri Sat

HOLIDAY COUNTDOWN
WHAT TO BUY

VIDEO GAME
ENTHUSIASTS

15

Prices subject to change during season.

The Hauppauge HD PVR 2 is a personal vid-
eo recorder that allows you to record all of your 
fantastic gaming feats in order to show the world 

your gaming prowess. The PVR 2 has better quality 
video and more recording space. It’s bragging rights 
in a neat little box and it can be found at Walmart for 
$159.99.

The Booster Cool Wrist Pad from Evercool is 
the perfect gift for the PC gamer who thinks he 
has everything. This sharp, ergonomic device 

will keep battling palms dry and in the thick of the ac-
tion. After all nothing is worse than losing a fight be-
cause your mouse slipped from your frenzied grasp 
during combat. The Booster can be found at xoxide.
com and costs $10.

Skylanders Giants is an RPG gaming system 
that walks a fine line between video game and  
board game. There are numerous characters 
that ‘come to life’ only after you purchase the 
corresponding action figure and load him into 
the game by sitting him on the game portal. It 
can be played on all the larger consoles as well 
but the Mobile Starter Kit is great for the iPad 
or iPhone user and keeps the fun raging even 
on the go. You can find them at most retail out-
lets but Best Buy, Meijer, Target, and Walmart 
have these creatures starting at $8 for one fig-
ure or $20 for a set of three.

Who wants their butt kicked? 
The ButtKicker Gamer 2  is 
a gadget that promises to do 

just that. It connects to a gaming chair 
or desk chair, or any chair with a cen-
ter post and works a bit like a shock con-
troller for your rear. Now when you take 
damage in a game the chair will rumble 
and shake along with the controller. In-
credible for race games and first person 
shooters. The Gamer 2 will keep you 
on the edge of your seat as you sink fur-
ther into the action on screen. Just make 
sure its the last gift you give your gam-
er because you might not see him or her 
for a while. Santa can order the Gamer 
2 online at thebuttkicker.com or ama-
zon.com for $149.95.

Gamers can be a problematic group to 
buy for mostly because they are too im-
patient to wait for Christmas to get the 
latest release of their favorite games. 

Instead we offer some accessories and gaming 
toys that will keep them smiling and lauding 
you with praise for years to come.

— Thomas Fisher
Blade Staff Writer

The COGs made their last appearance in Gears of 
War 3 but you can help them continue the battle with 
the Gears of War set from Erector. Finally something 

to get them out from in front of the TV and back to using their 
little noggins. These sets and vehicles are loads of fun to as-
semble and offer hours of play. They can be found almost any-
where but Toys R Us has sets starting at $64.99 and vehicles 
starting at $27.99.

Sphero is the coolest little ball you will ever meet. 
First it’s a tiny robot that you control with your iP-
hone, iPad or Android device. Neat huh? But the ball 
also changes color to suit your mood and has a lot of games 
that allow players to interact with the virtual world while 
playing in the real world. There are over 20 games and apps 
to use with Sphero which means hours and hours of fun. It’s 
extremely durable, pet friendly, and waterproof. He’s sleek, 
he’s trendy, he’s fashionable. He’s Sphero and he’s $129.99 
on Amazon.com.
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