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Wind turbines 
(existing and proposed)

Nests of breeding pairs of eagles

Territorial range around nests

Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources recommended 3-mile 
shoreline airspace buffer

Fifth Third Center in downtown 
Toledo is 410 feet tall.

The 
Statue of 
Liberty is 
151 feet 
tall.

The Davis-Besse cooling 
tower is 495 feet tall.
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Proposed wind turbine at Lake 
Erie Business Park is 325 feet tall.

Proposed wind 
turbine at Camp 
Perry is 198 feet tall.

Bald eagle peak �ight elevation.

Waterfowl peak  �ight elevation.

Wind turbine 
blade tips reach 
approximately 
200 mph.

Wind turbine 
blade tips reach 
approximately 
200 mph.
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neotropical songbirds’ breeding grounds 
and nocturnal migration routes

‘this is the worst 
place for wind 

power.’Mark Shieldcastle, 
Black Swamp Observatory, 

avian biologist

‘Western lake erie 
is a very important 
area for migratory 

birds.’Megan Seymour, 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife service 

biologist

‘the main 
impact to birds 

is at night, when 
they can’t see 

these turbines.’Noel Cutright, 
utility ecologist

‘the analysis of 
the (Camp Perry) 
site is continuing.’James Sims II,

Ohio National Guard 
spokesman

Putting turbines near the lake energizes debate

KENN KAUFMAN

THE BLADE

The endangered Kirt-
land’s Warbler uses the 
Lake Erie marshes as a 
resting site on its long 
migration route.

Bald eagles need to 
produce two offspring 
from every three nests to 
maintain a stable popula-
tion. 

Wind turbines could 
threaten migrating water-
fowl, such as the tundra 
swan, that find food sourc-
es  along the shoreline.
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Two factions with their founda-
tions firmly anchored in conser-
vation causes are engaged in a 

standoff along the Lake Erie shoreline.
Wind power advocates have de-

fended the presence of several large 
turbines and are pressing for the in-
stallation of more units.

Those who have fought to preserve 
and enhance habitat in the marshes 
and woodlots near the lake for water-
fowl, migratory birds, and bald eagles 
oppose the presence of wind turbines 
in the environmentally sensitive area 
and want a protected corridor estab-
lished there.

The stretch of lakeshore from San-
dusky to Toledo has more than a half 
dozen wildlife areas and refuges, is part 
of a major flyway for bird migrations, 
and is home to more than 50 active ea-
gle nests. Three large commercial wind 
turbines are in place in the same re-

gion, and several more are proposed or 
are on site awaiting construction.

“This is not really about wind pow-
er — it’s about putting it in the right 
place,” said Mark Shieldcastle, who 
spent three decades with the Ohio Di-
vision of Wildlife as an avian biologist. 
He urges at least a moratorium on fur-
ther wind projects until a current ra-
dar study of avian descent and ascent 
paths into the shoreline is completed.

Mr. Shieldcastle has serious con-
cerns for the area’s bald eagles, which 
have rebounded from a low of just four 
nesting pairs along the lake in 1979. 
Wind turbines have killed bald eagles 
in Maryland and Minnesota, and ma-
ny protected golden eagles have been 
killed by turbines in California.

“We worked so hard to bring back 
the bald eagles, so it makes no sense 
to put dangerous obstacles in their 
path,” he said.

One of the proposed wind turbine 
sites is at Camp Perry, which also has 
an active eagle nest. An environmen-

tal analysis of the location is ongoing, 
according to Ohio National Guard 
spokesman James Sims II.

The Lake Erie Business Park, which 
sits near Camp Perry and in the same 
lakeshore strip that holds numer-
ous eagle nests, has been consider-
ing wind power projects for several 
years and reportedly has an approxi-
mately 325-foot wind turbine on site 
and ready for construction. A map on 
the business park Web site display-
ing proposed development at the fa-
cility shows six wind turbines, but Jim 
McKinney  from the park declined to 
discuss their specific plans for wind 
power installation. The lakeshore is 
considered a prime location because 
of the persistent winds.

Megan Seymour, a wildlife biolo-
gist with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice stationed in Ohio, said the agency 
continues to study ways to minimize 
the impact of wind power projects on 
birds and other wildlife.

“It could present a high risk to birds, 

if wind power projects are sited there,” 
she said, referring to the Ohio shore-
line of Lake Erie.

Noel Cutright, who worked for a 
Wisconsin energy company for nearly 
30 years as its ecologist and expert on 
wind power/bird issue, said he urges 
caution when proposals are put forth 
to place turbines in sensitive areas.

“We need to look at this on a case-
by-case basis, but in general I don’t 
think it makes a whole lot of sense 
to place these along the Great Lakes 
shoreline,” he said.

Mr. Shieldcastle said he does not 
oppose wind energy, but thinks there 
are much better places to locate the 
projects than the western Lake Erie 
shoreline, which he said is a magnet 
for migratory birds, waterfowl, and 
bald eagles.

“You don’t go to the worst site first,” 
he said.

Contact Matt Markey at:  
mmarkey@theblade.com  

or 419-724-6068.
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