
Bath remodeling is America’s most popular – 

and profitable – home improvement project. Peo-

ple want stylish bathrooms that offer a relaxing, 

comfortable place to recharge and rejuvenate.

“Small bathrooms can be just as enjoyable as 

their larger, more extravagant counterparts with 

some forethought and clever tricks of the trade,” 

says Todd Fratzel, a residential construction engi-

neer and home improvement expert. 

Start with a floor plan as inviting as it is ef-

ficient, and leverage your available space with 

product innovations, he says.

Choose fixtures that “extend” room size, he 

says, like a toilet with an in-wall tank system that 

conserves water and saves space and a coor-

dinating wall-mounted lavatory for a downsized, 

feature-rich bathroom. 

Get more features in less space

“Extending a room’s physical square footage 

through built-in or wall-mounted fixtures provides 

a ‘big-bathroom’ feel to smaller spaces,” Mr. 

Fratzel says. “Shifting from a tub to a shower is 

a better match for how we live today, as well as 

a means of adding more features in less square 

footage.”

Multi-function showerheads and hand held 

showers, he says, can provide the same relax-

ation in less time and with less cleaning than a 

soaking tub. A five-function hand shower can 

pinpoint sore muscles with therapeutic massag-

ing action.

Another option is a residential steam shower 

for a spa-like experience in the same footprint 

as a typical shower. With the steam generator 

located away from the bath, homeowners can 

enjoy spa luxury in a small room.

Explore radiant floor heating 

He also advocates radiant floor heating to 

keep room temperatures consistent. Modern 

radiant systems are more efficient because they 

heat objects instead of air. In fact, occupants are 

often comfortable at temperatures six to eight 

degrees lower with radiant floor heating than with 

forced-air heat.

Small spaces also seem larger and more invit-

ing with natural light, easily achieved with oper-

able acrylic block and decorative glass windows. 

Operable acrylic block windows are Energy Star-

qualified in most areas of the country and work 

well in kitchens, bedrooms, hallways and other 

living spaces as well.

“Small bathrooms feel larger and more luxuri-

ous with an eye toward maximizing functionality,” 

he says. “Upfront planning will ensure years of 

satisfaction and a strong resale investment.”

Small Baths Can Feel 
Roomier, Work Better
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