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really do come true
Search for your dream home

Fridays in ! e Blade and 24/7 toledoblade.com/homes Home delivery  419.724.6300 or 800.245.3317

List your Open House here for as low as $25 per listing 
Contact The Blade Classi�ed Advertising Department by Wednesday noon at 419-724-6500 or submit online at: http://toledoblade.com/openhouse

Whitehouse $237,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 3864 Studer Lane 3 brm, 2 bath split ranch, 1807 sq ft, hardwood foyer & halls, granite counters Key Realty Shad Ortman 419-350-2196 

Temperance $339,900 Sun 2:30-4:00 9203 Castlebury 3-4 brm ranch, 2 full 2 half baths, 1st floor den & finished bsmt Welles Bowen Gio Realty, Inc. Teresa Felske 419-467-0158 

Sylvania $389,000 Sun 2:00-4:00 5242 Eagle Ridge Ln In The Meadows, 4 brms, 4.5 baths, huge kitchen, finished bsmt Welles Bowen Realtors Karen Lumm 419-351-5339 

Sylvania $159,900 1:00-3:00 5133 Brinthaven 4 brm, 2 full baths, cherry cabinets, travertine tile floors, family rm w/fireplace Welles Bowen Realtors Sharon Johnson 419-260-1752 

Sylvania $72,500 12:00-1:30 5725 Balfour 2 brm, 1 bath fantastic home located on awesome lot, fenced yd, oversized garage Welles Bowen Realtors Kam Warner 419-345-5170 

South Toledo $44,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 825 Geneva 3 brm, 1 ½ bath, over 1100 sq ft, beautiful details, updated!  The Danberry Co., Realtors Doug Kwiatkowski 419-215-5634 

Perrysburg $113,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 128 Lones 3 brm, 1 bath, over 1000 sq ft, updated, large yard, home warranty The Danberry Co., Realtors Doug Kwiatkowski 419-215-5634 

Perrysburg $249,900 Sunday 2:00-4:00 pm 26625 Carronade Dr., Perrysburg, 43551 Awesome 4 brm home in Shawnee Trace, formal LR and DR, spacious kitchen Sulphur Springs Realty Sheryl Demko 419-882-6301 

Perrysburg $129,900 2:00-3:30 1068 Cherry Price Reduced! 3 brm, 2 bath, 2.5 car garage, fenced yard, quality renovations Welles Bowen Realtors Kam Warner 419-345-5170 

Oregon $192,000 Sunday 2 to 4 3116 Cindy Super 4 brm, 2.5 baths, sunroom, finished bsmt, more! Welles Bowen Realtors Mary Ann Coleman 419-343-5348 

Oregon $214,900 Sunday 2:30-4:30 pm 3704 Lily New construction model home, lots of upgrades, ranch style 3 brm, 2 baths Key Realty Bob Perkins 419-276-3222 

MAUMEE $254,900 Sunday 3-6pm 6608 Buck Creek Rd. Gorgeous, 3 brm., 3 bath, ranch, many extras By owner Crystal 419-346-7426 

Heatherdowns $67,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 1751 Heatherdowns 3 brm, 1 bath, over 1300 sq ft, cute Cape Cod, large dormer The Danberry Co., Realtors Doug Kwiatkowski 419-215-5634 

Delta $219,900 1:00-3:00 5457 Co Rd B Completely remodeled, wood/gas furnace Welles Bowen Realtors Janet Hines 419-262-3300 

/homes

A listing of open homes in the area. We have what you are looking for...
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How To Turn Your Backyard Into The Best Vacation Destination
(BPT) - It’s a widely known “secret” that family vaca-

tions aren’t always what they’re cracked up to be. Travel-
ing can be a costly hassle with too many negatives that 
overshadow the fun. That’s why a growing number of 
Americans are rediscovering the fun that can be had at 
home, and taking steps to make their backyards as invit-
ing and enjoyable as any far-off vacation destination.

Summer vacation travel costs the average American 
family about $1,180 per person, according to an Ameri-
can Express survey. Imagine if a family of four invested 
the cost of this summer’s vacation into upgrading their 
backyard with the addition of a swimming pool or hot 
tub. They could create an oasis of family fun that they’ll 
enjoy for years, not just for a week in the summer.

Saving money and avoiding travel hassles are far from 
the only benefits of spending more time at home. Quality 
time together helps families bond, and can even improve 
physical and mental wellbeing. Purchasing a pool or hot 
tub is the kind of investment that will provide your family 
backyard enjoyment for years to come.

There’s a reason why virtually every great hotel in a 
great location has a pool and hot tub: people love recre-
ation and relaxation. When it comes to creating a resort-

like vacation experience in your backyard, nothing fits the 
bill better than a swimming pool or hot tub.

A swimming pool is one home improvement that pays 
for itself in multiple ways, from increasing your home 
value and reducing travel costs to improving relation-
ships with loved ones. The majority of pool owners (75 
percent) say their swimming pool turns the backyard into 
an everyday vacation spot, according to research by the 
Association of Pool & Spa Professionals. Four out of five 
pool owners say it’s a great way to entertain guests, and 

nearly half say it’s the perfect place to connect with fam-
ily and guests.

Hot tub owners feel the same way. Among owners, 
57 percent consider the backyard their sanctuary and 
believe their hot tub promotes entertaining and fosters 
quality time with loved ones. What’s more, 77 percent of 
owners say time in their hot tub is one of the few things 
that truly relieves stress.

Though the economy continues to be a factor for im-
provement-minded homeowners, swimming pools and hot 
tubs are a natural fit for those opting to stay put and im-
prove their current homes. And while adding an installation 
can be a serious investment, a family of four that would 
normally spend the average amount of $4,750 per summer 
on vacation travel could conceivably pay for a pool or hot 
tub by foregoing those travel costs for a few years.

Demand for outdoor living spaces continues, with 
the American Society of Landscape Architects listing 
pools and hot tubs as hot trends. Refining outdoor liv-
ing spaces with improvements such as built-in cooking 
facilities, composite or wooden decks, patios and natural 
landscaping can further enhance the usability and appeal 
of a swimming pool or hot tub.
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