OMAS JEFFERSON WRITES ON POLITICS
ND.THE CONSTITUTION

Below is a excerpt from a letter written by Thomas Jefferson to his
son-in-law John Wayles Eppes. Mr. Eppes married Jefferson’s daughter
Mary (Maria) Jefferson. The letter was provided to the Toledo Public
Library in 1878, by Maria Jefferson Eppes Shine, the granddaughter of
John Wayles Eppes and Mary Jefferson Eppes.
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John Wayles S . Some among us insist that Congress have no privileges but those
| given by the constitution, which go only to their own persons & to
‘1 proceedings within their own doors: while others insist there is an
‘4 inherent right of self-preservation in every body of men, which
authorizes them to do whatever they think necessary for protecting
. themselves undisturbed in the exercise of their functions. There is
little doubt which sentiment will be strongest within doors and
which without. — by stopping enlistments, & suspending for one
1 year the building of the 74. they reduce the defecit to 3'2 millions,

“ [ . ; Your’s affectionately
i : Spelling, grammar, and puncuation

Mary (Ma"a) errors are on the part of the author. Th. Jefferson
Jefferson Eppes

*Maria Jefferson Eppes Shine was the founder of the Maria Jefferson Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution in St. Augustine, Fla., in 1896.
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