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(BPT) - If you’re tired of looking at your outdated 
kitchen, but feel replacement would be impractical, you’re 
not alone. In 2014, consumers will be trying to find solu-
tions they can afford to do themselves. Check out these 
three DIY remodeling trends for simple and unique ways 
to refresh the most used rooms in the home.

1. Mini-makeover kits
You may be the type who prefers to opt out when 

it comes to getting your hands dirty. If so, you will be 
pleased to know that as the DIY or the “do-it-yourself” 
movement grows, so are the increasingly easy product/
project solutions.

Many larger retailers have caught on to this home DIY 
trend and have begun stocking mini-makeover kits. Each 
kit is designed for a specific project with simple applica-
tion tools.

Among the hottest right now: kits that include ev-
erything you need for countertop, cabinet or appliance 
refinishing. Some new countertop kits cover all typical 
existing counter surfaces and transform your laminate or 
composite material into the look of natural granite. These 
kits stress the ease of application as “being easy enough 
for anyone.”

Modern refinishing kits are designed for the DIYer 
who is looking for an easy makeover project. They do not 
require pre-priming, sanding or even removing the cabinet 
doors. So before you hire a contractor, check out the 

mini-makeover movement because remodeling may now 
be simple enough for even the most DIY challenged.

2. Upcycling
Upcycling is the process of converting old or discard-

ed materials into something useful and often beautiful. 
For example: using slices of used corks to create a cork 
mosaic backsplash. Home decor artist Nicole Fleming 
agrees, “There seems to be something more genuine 
about the story and pride each repurposing project pro-
vides compared to owning something that has been mass 
manufactured.”

Upcycling also makes a positive impact on the envi-
ronment. When you upcycle, you remove items from the 
global garbage footprint and into your beloved home. 
Some avid upcyclers even argue that repurposing instead 
of recycling can actually be more beneficial because 
recycling requires energy or water to break down materi-
als, while upcycling only requires your own resourceful 
creativity. So instead of throwing out your junk try the 
smart alternative of upcycling by turning your throw aways 
into something genuinely sensational.

3. Pin-spiration
Many homeowners wanting to spruce up their kitchen, 

struggle with knowing where to begin. When looking for 
kitchen design inspiration, start your project online. Turn 
to popular social networking sites that focus on sharing 

innovative ideas. Among the hottest right now is Pinterest, 
whose focus provides tips on everything from small decor 
crafts to full room renovations.  Pinterest also allows you 
to engage with other users and discuss projects, helping 
to work out any remodeling hurdles.

Large hardware companies as well as some remod-
eling television channels have caught on to this useful 
online plethora of tips. They understand why one single 
place to get millions of ideas and tutorials on home proj-
ects holds such importance.

Before you decide a kitchen refresh is too difficult or 
impractical, check out these three popular trends and 
begin making what you have right now look like a million 
bucks.

Kitchen Makeover: 3 Tips for Beauty on a Budget

B U I L D  A  D R E A M

A generous front porch adds a neighborhood-friendly vibe 
to this Craftsman exterior.

Craftsman with Smart Layout

1,887 square feet

Great for a not-so-wide lot, this attractive Craftsman 

home delivers standout style and a smart layout. The 

side-loading garage is set far back, preserving the curb 

appeal of the front exterior. Relax on the front porch, 

or sit on the back patio. A handy mud room connects 

the two-car garage with the rest of the home and lets 

you walk right into the kitchen – convenient when you’re 

carrying groceries. The island/snack bar here gives you 

extra space for food prep and casual meals. Nearby, 

the bright dining room flows effortlessly into the hearth-

warmed living room. Three bedrooms occupy the right 

side of the home, including the master suite with its 

double walk-in closets, sinks, and porch access.HOTW140032 Details

floor plan

n Bedrooms: 3 

n Baths: 2½

n Dimensions:
 46'0"x 88'0"

To build this home, you can order a complete set of construction documents by calling toll-free (866) 228-0193 or visiting www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek. Enter the 
design number to locate the plan and view more images and details. At www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek, you can view previously featured plans, browse other 
specialty collections, or use our search filters to help you find exactly what you want from over 28,000 home designs. Most plans can be customized to suit your lifestyle. 
See images of the plan online at www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek. Image Credit: ©www.ePlans.com. Printed with permission by Hanley-Wood, LLC. All rights reserved. 

n Framing: 2x6

n Foundation 
 Options: 
 Crawlspace
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