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Is Your Garage Door Ready to Roll? Survey Casts Doubts
(BPT) - Does your garage door creak, squeak or 

groan when you open or close it? If so, that isn’t a good 
sign. Noticing this is the first step to fixing what could 
become a major repair issue.

Newly released survey results show that you’re prob-
ably not alone with your maintenance concerns. The 
Harris Poll reveals that 82 percent of Americans who own 
a house with a garage/garage door may be taking the 
maintenance of the largest and heaviest moving object in 
their home for granted. Consider this:

• 54 percent have never had a garage door and/or 
garage door opener safety check performed by a profes-
sional garage door/dealer installer.

• 47 percent have never had a garage door profes-
sional inspect or service their garage door(s).

• 34 percent admit that no one in their household has 
ever personally tested the safety features of their garage 
door(s) and/or garage door opener(s).

• 27 percent say that their garage door’s hinges and 
rollers have never been lubricated.

• 12 percent say that they are not at all sure when their 
garage door’s hinges and rollers were last lubricated.

“Those numbers are cause for concern because so many 
folks rely on the garage door for easy access to their home,” 
says Chris Long, managing director of IDA. “It alarms me that 
so many homeowners aren’t even sure when their door’s 
hinges and rollers were last lubricated – the most basic of 
maintenance tasks – and that’s a prescription for problems.”

But there are other tasks, such as making sure that a 
garage door system is properly balanced or reversing, that 
homeowners may feel more comfortable leaving to profes-
sionals.

A broken garage door can be an inconvenience in terms 
of access. But a broken and falling garage door or busted 
spring can be downright dangerous.

It doesn’t have to be that way, according to Long. Regu-
lar and proper maintenance is the answer. He suggests that 
homeowners think of garage door maintenance in the same 
manner they think of regular oil changes for the family autos 
or annual furnace inspections – scheduled tasks that ensure 
devices continue to perform safely and efficiently.

“An annual garage door and opener inspection per-
formed by a professional can help make certain that a 
home’s garage door operating system continues to func-
tion as it’s meant to,” Long says. “For a nominal inspec-
tion fee, a professional can recognize a small problem 
and remedy it before it becomes a large problem. And if 
a garage door operating system is in really bad shape, 
most folks should consider a professional for repairs or,  
if necessary, replacement.”

“Just as many homeowners wouldn’t think of going 
into the winter without having their furnace checked 
by an HVAC professional, it could be just as beneficial 
for homeowner to hire, at a nominal fee, a garage door 
maintenance professional to perform a garage door 
safety check to ensure that all is in order,” Long says.

B U I L D  A  D R E A M

A stone wall encloses the entry courtyard on this gorgeous modern home.

Light-Filled Modern Delight

2,507 square feet

Natural light floods every room of this sleek home, 
especially the large great room with its magnificent 
window walls. The dining area features its own wall 
of retractable glass doors leading to the outdoor 
living space, which has a built-in area for grilling.  
The unique master suite offers a built-in dresser, 
a private patio, and a spacious bath with a walk-in 
shower. Just outside the master suite, you’ll find the 
den/fourth bedroom. On the opposite side of the 
house are two bedrooms sharing a bath.

HOTW140035 Details

n Bedrooms: 3 

n Baths: 2½

n Dimensions:
 74'6"x 70'0"

To build this home, you can order a complete set of construction documents by calling toll-free (866) 228-0193 or visiting www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek. Enter the design number to locate the plan and view more images and details. 
At www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek, you can view previously featured plans, browse other specialty collections, or use our search filters to help you find exactly what you want from over 28,000 home designs. Most plans can be customized 
to suit your lifestyle. See more images online at www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek. Image Credit: © www.ePlans.com. Printed with permission by Hanley-Wood, LLC. All rights reserved. 

n Framing: 2x6

n Foundation Options: 
 Crawlspace

floor plan
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