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Power Outage Prevention
Facts And Myths 

(NAPS)—You can feel more secure that your home 
can weather any storm if you’ve got a generator to keep 
the lights and appliances on in an outage. First, however, 
it helps to understand a few facts about generators. 
Common myths include: 

Myth: Portable generators and standby generators 
are the same. 

Fact: A gasoline-powered portable generator typi-
cally powers a few appliances for a few hours at a time. 
A home standby generator is permanently installed and 
can keep the power on when the primary power source 
goes out, so you can run more appliances continually, 
such as air conditioners, heaters, refrigerators, clothes 
washers/dryers and lights. Portable generators can 
power a wide range of essential items and be used in 
multiple applications, such as camping or tailgating. 
Standby generators use your home’s existing fuel source 
(propane or natural gas) and turn on automatically. 

Myth: You have to go outside in a storm to start a 
standby generator.

Fact: One benefit of standby generators is the 
seamless transition of power. The generator goes on 
automatically within seconds after utility power goes out. 
When power is restored, the standby generator powers 
off automatically.

Myth: A large, expensive standby generator is neces-
sary to power a house.

Fact: Power management systems electronically 
control electrical loads. This lets you power more with a 
smaller generator.

Myth: Standby generators are clunky eyesores that 
must be placed in the middle of the yard.

Fact: Recent design advancements may give home-
owners more placement flexibility. For example, some 
standby generators meet strict National Fire Protection 

Association standards, so they may be placed closer 
to the house than in the past.

Myth: Standby generators require constant care 
and upkeep.

Fact: Standby generators are programmed to  
exercise regularly — often once a week — to ensure 
that they are in working condition in the event of a 
power outage. 

Myth: Portable generators can be operated any-
where on your property, even inside your house or 
garage.

Fact: Portable generators must always be oper-
ated outdoors and far from doors, windows, vents  
and other openings to prevent carbon monoxide —  
a poisonous, odorless, colorless, deadly gas — from 
getting trapped inside the home or garage. Protect 
your family with a carbon monoxide alarm whenever 
running a portable generator.

A generator may solve your home’s power 
outage problems.

Q: Is it easier to get a mortgage if you intend to rent 
out the home?

A: Lending requirements for personal mortgages 
have relaxed a bit recently, but Jim Merrill of Axel Mort-
gage Inc. in Phoenix says the requirements for rental 
property have basically remained the same.

If you’re borrowing money for your first rental house, 
you’re going to need at least a 20% down payment.

If you can swing 25% down, it’s likely to get you a 
better interest rate and lower fees.

If it’s your first rental property, your current income 
is going to have to be enough to handle the mortgages 
for both your residence and your new property.

On the plus side, “credit scoring has loosened up a 
bit,” Merrill says, “and once we can show that someone 
has two years of successfully managing rental property, 
we can use that to offset the (income) requirement.”

Q:  How do I know if what I’m charging in rent is 
enough to cover my expenses?

A: Too often, people take a look at their loan and 
think if they cover that, they’re doing fine. But you’ll 
need to pay property taxes and insurance. Gary Roberts, 
a vice president with Long Realty in Tucson, Ariz., uses 
a rule of thumb that also assigns 5% of gross rental 
income to regular maintenance and another 5% to pay 
for the downtime and repairs that come with vacancies.

You’ll also want to know the rate of return you’re 
getting on your investment. There are formulas, such as 
the “capitalization rate,” to help with this, but you might 
want to turn to a professional. A good accountant can 
make sure the purchase makes sense.
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Toledo $134,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 946 Kinder Rd. Impeccable 3 brm, 2 bath ranch, large fenced lot, beautiful landscape RE/MAX Preferred Associates Steve Winters 419-297-2053 

Northwood/Rossford $134,900 Sunday 12-2 pm 121 Hidden Cove St. Secluded gem boasts 4 brms on a cul-de-sac, well built w/abundant storage RE/MAX Central Group Gerri Walczak 419-261-7362 

MAUMEE $359,900 Sun. 4-6 2820 River Rd. 4 brm., 3.5 bath, 3 car garage, over 3000 sq.ft. w/ million $ views of River Essex Realty LTD Marvin Robon 419-389-6101 

GRAND RAPIDS $325,000 Sun 2-4 22446 West River Rd Beautiful 3.87 acre riverfront property, additional info at 22446riverroad.com By Owner Pat Smith 419-708-8635 

Franklin Park/Trilby $167,000 Sunday 12-2 pm 4203 Partridge Lane Adorable, Adorable....Come See! 4 brm, open floor plan, 2.5 baths, newer furnace RE/MAX Central Group Gerri Walczak 419-261-7362 

Camden, MI $259,000 Sun 2:00-4:00 14789 Merry Dr West Large private lakefront 4Brm, 2.5 bath home on double lot w/ 2 garages Howard Hanna Realty Carol Lopez 517-918-5266 
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