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Each week, The Blade’s Road 
Warrior highlights the major 
construction projects in Toledo and 
the surrounding area, noting where 
delays are worst and suggesting 
alternate routes.
Avoiding afternoon traffic back-ups 
on northbound I-75 is going to get 
even harder this week when the 
Anthony Wayne Bridge overhaul 
closes part of Miami Street.
Starting Wednesday, Miami will 
be closed between Stratton and 
Greenwood for work overhead.
A posted detour will use Oak and 
Fassett streets, but delays are likely 
along this route, especially at the 
left turn from eastbound Fassett to 
northbound Oak.
There also will be lane closings this 
week on Miami between Oregon 
and Oakdale, but those will only run 
from Tuesday through Friday. The 
Fassett-Oak detour will be in effect 
into November.
The southbound I-280 ramps at 
Walbridge Road have reopened and 
crossover traffic has ended, but the 
freeway remains reduced to one 
lane each way between State Rts. 
795 and 51 until November.
1. Anthony Wayne Bridge: Closed 
for renovations until September, 
2015. Use the DiSalle (I-75) or Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. bridges instead, 
but be alert for delays on those op-
tions because of I-75 construction. 
Miami Street closes Wednesday 
under the bridge; detour via Fassett 
and Oak.
2. I-280: Reduced to one lane each 
way, Lemoyne to Woodville, for 
bridge work. All ramps are open.
3. I-75: Two left lanes closed in 
both directions, I-475 to Indiana, 
for reconstruction. Eastbound I-475 
ramp to southbound I-75 reduced 
to one lane and the Detroit Avenue 
entrance to southbound I-75 closed, 
with detour posted via Monroe and 
Michigan. Consider using I-280 and 
either State Rt. 795 or Front, First, 
and Miami streets to avoid delay.
4. Ohio Turnpike: Lane shifts and a 
50-mph speed limit, I-75 to U.S. 20, 
for widening in the median through 
November.
5. I-475/U.S. 23: Nighttime lane 
closings (8 p.m. to 6 a.m.) possible 
near the I-475/U.S. 23 split in Sylva-
nia Township for ramp construction. 
Blossman closed at U.S. 23.
6. I-475/U.S. 23: Nighttime lane 
closings (8 p.m. to 6 a.m.) between 
the Ohio Turnpike and Angola Road 
for bridge widening at Swan Creek, 
Angola, and the railroad tracks north 
of State Rt. 2 (Airport Highway). 
Lane shifts and width restrictions 
at bridges over turnpike. Manley 
closed until mid-2015 and An-
gola closed into December, starting 
Tuesday. Nighttime ramp closings 
possible at the Airport interchange.
7. U.S. 24 (Detroit Avenue): Closed 
for roundabout construction at 
Cherry/Collingwood. Detour via I-75. 
Cherry and Collingwood also closed 
except for one lane on inbound 
Cherry.

8. State Rt. 25: Lane closings at 
Eckel Junction for intersection 
improvements.
9. I-475/U.S. 23: Nighttime (7 p.m. 
to 6 a.m.) lane closings, State 
Rt. 25 to U.S. 20A, for repaving. 
Northbound reduced to one lane just 
north of Route 25 next weekend for 
bridge work.
10. State Rt. 246 (Dorr): Lane 
closings from west of Byrne to west 
of Westwood for repaving, traffic-
island construction, and other work.
11. Hill Avenue: Lane closings for 
paving and utility work between 
Byrne and Reynolds.
12. I-75: Off-peak lane closings 
between I-475 in Perrysburg and 
the north side of Findlay for widen-
ing. Southbound I-75 reduced to two 
lanes south of U.S. 20/23.
13. State Rt. 65: Closed for bridge 
repair between Hull Prairie and 
Roachton until mid-September. De-
tour via State Rts. 64, 582, and 25. 
Varying lane closings for resurfacing 
elsewhere between Perrysburg and 
the Waterville Bridge.
14. U.S. 20/State Rt. 120 (Central): 
Lane closings on Central and 
Holland-Sylvania at their intersec-
tion start Tuesday for turn-lane and 
median construction.
15. U.S. 20 (Reynolds): Lane clos-
ings, Airport to Brownstone, for 
pavement work and other improve-
ments.
16. State Rt. 65 (Miami): One 
lane closed each way, Tuesday 
through Friday, between Oakdale 
and Oregon for sewer work. Miami 
detoured between Fassett and First/
Oak starting Wednesday.
17. State Rt. 420: Northbound lane 
closings north of State Rt. 163 while 
a turnaround is built south of Libbey.
18. U.S. 20A (Illinois): Closed for 
railroad crossing work just west of 
Conant through Friday. Detour via 
Anthony Wayne and Ford. Jerome 
and Michigan are also closed.

OFF THE MAP

Ohio Turnpike: One lane closed 
each way for about five miles west 
of the State Rt. 4 interchange for 
reconstruction. Westbound traffic 
has split-lane crossover pattern.
I-75 (Ohio): Weekday northbound 
lane closings between State Rt. 235 
and Findlay for pavement repair. 
Southbound left lane crossover on 
south side of Lima in reconstruction 
zone. All ramps closed at Breese 
Road south of Lima and northbound 
entrance from State Rt. 65 in Lima 
also is closed.
U.S. 23 (Ohio): Pavement repairs 
require lane closings between Carey 
and Upper Sandusky.
U.S. 224: One lane each way at 
bridge over I-75 in Findlay, with 
no left-turn lanes at ramps, during 
bridge work.
State Rt. 2: Lane closings near 
Camp Perry for bridge work and 
paving start Wednesday and con-
tinue through November. Lane clos-
ings resume next week between 
the Port Clinton and Catawba Island 
interchanges for underground mine 
stabilization.
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Scan this 
QR code 
with your 
smart phone 
to go to the 
Road War-
rior blog

Contact the Road Warrior at: 
roadwarrior@theblade.com 
or 419-724-6094.

Emerson
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Visitors crowd around the exhibition glass to see the new tortoise at the Toledo Zoo.

Albright, 29, and Jessica Al-
bright, 32.

And, it’s a tortoise, not a
turtle.

“He’ll probably be talking
about it all week, knowing
him,” his father said.

Emerson drew a steady
succession of visitors early in
the afternoon, although
most people interviewed
said they were planning to
visit the zoo during the
holiday weekend, anyway.

Attendance was up, zoo of-
ficials report, with 5,485 visi-
tors compared with 4,874 on
the Sunday before labor Day
in 2013, and 4,150 in 2012.

There was no pushing, no
shoving, no big lines. Not
even people bumping others
out of the way to take a selfie
of the zoo’s new star with
their cell phone cameras.

It was just a nice, cordial
stream of visitors — the way
the zoo always likes it — and
Emerson was doing his part to
accommodate them, by com-
ing up close and not keeping
his distance or hiding.

Nicole Line, 23, of Lima,
Ohio, and her husband, Jo-
shua Line, 21, said they had to
make a day of it after Nicole’s
little brother, Evan, 8, learned
about Emerson’s debut.

“He was the one who told
us about the 100-year-old
[tortoise] and we had to
come see it,” Mrs. Line said,
joined in the outing by

Evan’s mother, Laura Faw-
cett, 46.

Mrs. Line said she is a
first-grade teacher at Lima’s
Heir Force Community
School, and believes ol’
Emerson could inspire an-
other field trip.

Old and big.
Those were the two words

that rolled off almost every-
one’s tongues after seeing
the giant in person.

Like all big tortoises,
Emerson ambles. He doesn’t
run or move fast.

At 100 years old, he actu-

ally is only middle-aged. Bi-
ologists say he could live an-
other 50 to 100 years.

He’s slow, but he moves.
And he inspires imaginations,
such as that of Jaythen Smit-
ley, 8, of Archbold, Ohio, who
said he was eager to meet
Emerson because he’s a fan of
the Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles franchise. He said he
plans to tell his friends at
school about Emerson.

Layla Carver, 3, of Delta,
Ohio, daughter of Ashley
Carver, 24, seemed impressed
by the massive tortoise but

wanted everyone to know her
heart remains with Disney
princesses, such as Jasmine,
Ariel, Sleeping Beauty (aka
Aurora), and Belle.

The Smitleys and the Carv-
ers were at the zoo for a family
outing with the great-grand-
mother of the two children,
Joan Schott, 73, of Swanton.

“I’m just amazed at how
old they get,” Mrs. Schott said
of big tortoises in general.

Contact Tom Henry at:
thenry@theblade.com,
419-724-6079, or on

Twitter @ecowriterohio.
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Lingo DeWine

breaking into a car and
stealing a purse in a Monroe
Street parking lot. In the
process, he cut his hand,
and when the purse was re-
covered by police, it was
submitted for DNA process-
ing.

Not only was Beamon
identified as the purse thief,
his DNA profile matched se-
men collected in a rape kit
from the 2001 unsolved case
— evidence that was in-
cluded among the “un-
known profiles” contained
in the FBI’s nationwide da-
tabase known as the Com-
bined DNA Index System, or
CODIS.

Confronted with the DNA
evidence by Toledo police,
Beamon confessed.

“It started the ball rolling
really fast,” Beamon’s attor-
ney, Joe Urenovitch, said.

Jeff Lingo, chief of the
criminal division for the Lu-

cas County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, said the first case he
prosecuted that came from a
nationwide database hit in-
volved Bradley Roberts, a
Toledoan convicted by a
jury of sexually assaulting a
10-year-old
girl near Ar-
bor Hil ls
Junior High
School  in
Sylvania
Township.

The crime
occurred in
1993.  The
DNA match came in 2010.
Roberts was found guilty
and sentenced to life in
prison in 2011.

“It used to be when a case
was that old, chances are
you were never going to be
able to solve it,” Mr. Lingo
said. “Now with the advent
of DNA, it increases the solv-
ability of cold cases.”

And the database has
grown exponentially in re-
cent years.

Ohio began collecting

DNA from inmates sent to
prison for felony convictions
in the mid-1990s. In 2000, it
joined CODIS, and five years
later a state law went into ef-
fect requiring that all Ohio-
ans convicted of felonies
and some se-
rious misde-
meanor of-
fenses sub-
mit a DNA
sample.

In 2011, a
new state law
went further,
requiring
that DNA samples be taken
from all adults arrested for
felony offenses.

According to CODIS,
more than a half-million
DNA profiles from Ohio are
in its database, including
447,534 from convicted of-
fenders and 112,652 from
those arrested for felonies.
An additional 37,927 un-
known profiles linked with
crime scenes also are in the
database awaiting a match.

So far, CODIS hits have

helped 9,590 investigations
in Ohio.

“The biggest change in
law enforcement in my life-
time really has been the
availability to collect un-
known DNA and to match it
up with known DNA,” said
Mr. DeWine, a former prose-
cutor in Greene County.
“That has just revolutionized
what police do.”

Juries tend to put a lot of
stock in DNA evidence, he
said, although it doesn’t al-
ways ensure a conviction.

“Prosecutors call it the CSI
effect,” Mr. DeWine said.
“And that can cut both ways
— juries expect DNA, and
sometimes there is  no
DNA.”

Particularly in cases of
sexual assault, though, DNA
evidence is often very solid.

“It’s unlike hair where it’s
similar,” he said. “DNA is a
match. Juries take it very se-
riously. They believe in it.”

Contact Jennifer Feehan at:
jfeehan@theblade.com

or 419-213-2134.

Project
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enough for all the trucks.

“It might help,” said Ray
Hernandez of Chicago, who
was headed for Pennsylva-
nia. “You got to remember,
these things [trucks] are
huge, and they need more
room to merge and cross.”

“Traffic doesn’t stop, and
you’re backing up traffic
over here to get over there,”
driver Roy Chambers of
Hamden, Conn., said while
gesturing first to the right,
then the left. “It’s going to be
better than it is now.”

“As long as there’s enough
room to turn around, I don’t
have a problem with it,” said
Reginald Larkin of Cleve-
land.

Initial construction on the
northbound side of Route
420 will close one of two
lanes north of State Rt. 163
beginning Tuesday. South-
bound lane closings also will
be needed before the proj-
ect’s completion.

Besides the turnaround,
Kokosing will beef up and
re-stripe Libbey’s west-
bound side at Route 420/I-
280 so that it has three lanes,
Ms. Pollick said: one each
for left turns, right turns, and
straight traffic. That should
reduce backups of trucks
waiting to turn right that
sometimes block the Pilot
truck stop’s driveways and
also can prevent motorists
from leaving the TA facility
across the road.

Also, northbound I-280’s
lanes will be shifted a bit just
north of the turnpike toll-
plaza bridge to make room
for extending the accelera-
tion lane beneath the over-
pass for the turnpike main-
line. Trucks coming off the
turnpike and onto north-
bound I-280 don’t have ade-
quate room to speed up to
merge, Ms. Pollick said.

“This will bring that accel-
eration lane up to current
standards,” she said.

Contact David Patch at:
dpatch@theblade.com

or 419-724-6094.

Docks
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Boats fill up ‘B’ dock as work is done on ‘A’ and ‘C’ docks at Put-in-Bay.

Natural Resources.
The 30-year bonds, which

received an A2 rating by
Moody’s Investors Service
Inc., are underwritten by
Fifth Third Securities Inc.
and will be priced for sale
Wednesday.

The A2 rating was
achieved because the vil-
lage is a “robust tourism
juggernaut,” Mr. Cavezza
said. “That was about as
good as they could have ex-
pected.”

The village anticipates re-
paying the debt using
mostly revenue from dock
fees, which average about
$220,000 a year, he said.

Boaters have appreciated
the renovations, which fea-
ture electrical and lighting
upgrades. The project is a
big improvement from the
“crumbling concrete” of the
old docks, which the vil-
lage’s insurer had said
needed work, Administrator

Doug Knauer said.
He’s noticed tourists en-

joy strolling out on the
hardwood-type deck.

“Everybody’s just loving
it,” he said.

The bond issue will close
Sept. 24.

Contact Vanessa McCray at:
vmccray@theblade.com,

419-724-6065, or on
Twitter @vanmccray.

Mich. minimum wage starts rise
Pay goes up to $8.15 an hour today; winds up at $9.25 in 2018
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DETROIT — An increase
in Michigan’s minimum
wage begins today, and with
it is a test of whether the
gradual rise will help work-
ers, harm businesses, or nei-
ther.

The wage moves up 10
percent starting today, from
$7.40 an hour to $8.15.

The 25 percent overall
raise comes in annual incre-
ments, capping at $9.25 in
2018. It directly affects about
4 percent of the state’s
roughly 2.5 million hourly
workers who receive the
minimum wage or lower,
but it could help some who
make more because em-

ployers likely will adjust
their pay scales.

Because of its slow in-
crease and the small num-
ber of people who make the
minimum wage, Michigan
State University economist
Charles Ballard said neither
the fears of the critics nor the
dreams of supporters likely
will come true.

“It’s not going to shake the
overall economy, but in par-
ticular cases it can make a
large difference,” he said.

The state’s first rate in-
crease in six years comes
amid others nationwide,
though Michigan’s rise is the
slowest. It also arrives be-
cause Republicans control-

ling state government this
spring headed off a Novem-
ber ballot issue — nixed by
the Board of State Canvass-
ers over a lack of qualified
signatures — that could
have raised the wage even
higher.

What’s more, $9.25 will
only be worth about $8.50 by
2018 if inflation trends con-
tinue, Mr. Ballard said. Still,
he said, the immediate gains
should outweigh the losses.

“I think there are some
cases where an employer
wouldn’t hire someone, but
those effects are going to be
small,” he said. “I predict the
total number of dollars go-
ing to the affected group of

workers will go up. Most of
them will receive a 10 per-
cent increase in wages and
not get laid off.”

Today’s increase rep-
resents 75 cents an hour and
$1,500 annually for someone
working full time.

“It may make difference
between sending your kids
to bed hungry and not,” Mr.
Ballard said.

The Michigan Restaurant
Association cal led the
change better than the “cat-
astrophic” ballot proposal.

The Michigan League for
Public Policy seeks an in-
crease to $10.10 an hour —
the amount sought by the
derailed ballot initiative.

(NO FOLIO) - B2 - Monday, September 1, 2014 Wednesday, September 3, 2014 10:17 AM


