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Box it up
Pass along paper treasures as a special gift: copies 

of recipes of family favorites, recipes for Aunt Jane’s 
baked beans; Aunt Myrtle’s Hungarian pastries; for 

church-basement ladies’ casseroles, soup, meatloaf, Grand-
ma’s chicken and noodles. A Country Recipe Box is the per-
fect kitchen accent to store recipe cards with ease. Displaying 
a painted apple pie with rolling pin on distressed black wood, 
the Country Recipe Box features rounded ball feet that are stur-
dy and mimic the round ball handle on the recipe box cover. 
Holds a typical 3 x 5 recipe or index card. Cost, $29.95, Stur-
bridge Yankee Workshop at sturbridgeyankee.com.

Tie one on
Tie on a special gift, a pretty or practical, flitty or 

flirty, apron. An apron? Put one on and you have this 
instant connection with your ancestors who kept apron 
strings tied to the meals of the day. Aprons abound in stores 
these days, both for men and women, some fashion forward 
(well, it is an apron) and some with humor. A favorite of 
ours: a Jessie Steele Brown & Pink Polka Dots Bib Apron 
for $29.95 for the ladies, and for those guys with a hanker-
ing for perfect grill marks, a Friends Don’t Let Friends Grill 
Sober Adult Apron, $21.95. Message a bit much for the hol-
iday? Tamer themes and messages are available. The Bak-
er’s Kitchen online or at The Baker’s Kitchen store at 6433 
Monclova Rd., Monclova Township.

Plane and simple
 Skip the garlic press. A smash with a knife works fine, 

but a citrus planer? It’s one of those must-haves and 
makes a keen gift, in part because it is one of those “I should get 
one of those someday” items. Our favorites: any of the various 
professional paddle planers, $16.99, Bed Bath & Beyond. Add 
in some extra zest to the gift with a Quirky® Stem Citrus Spritzer 
that allows a cook to spray juice directly from a citrus fruit, 
$4.99. And for good measure, throw in a gift with bold color and 
smooth lines coupled with ultimate durability in the latest line 
of Le Creuset® kitchen tools — citrus juicers with smooth enam-
eled surfaces that will not stain nor absorb flavors or odors. It’s 
$29.99, also at Bed Bath & Beyond. Pick a bright color such as 
sunny yellow, or as Le Creuset calls it, Soleil. The Caribbean col-
or is cute as well.

You’ve got egg on your floor
This cracks us up and makes us giggle: an Egg Rugg, 

made of polyester and cotton, and measuring 31 inches 
long and 29 inches wide. The rug by Carly Dellger costs $60 at Un-
common Goods online at uncommongoods.com where the cus-
tomer is encouraged to celebrate the versatile foodstuff and add a 
quirky crack of decor with this handmade rug. Hand-crocheting 
each yolk with upcycled materials, the rug maker uses a freeform 
technique so each sunny side up silhouette is different from the 
next. Handmade in Wisconsin. Egg-cellent gift idea, eh?

Pot of gold
Give a gift that can get someone cookin’ on a blustery 

winter night  — a stockpot. Prices and sizes vary. We would 
welcome (just saying) a Calphalon contemporary stainless steel 
12-quart, covered stockpot for $119.99 at Macy’s. Excellent for 
soups, stews, gumbo, chili, etc., made from scratch, this pot has a 
coolness factor that foodies would (or should) appreciate.

Old school chill
Go totes retro for the cook 

who likes to hang out in his man 
cave. For fun and a conversa-

tion starter: From Nostalgia Electrics, 
this Retro Series red mini refrigerator 
features a classic, sophisticated retro 
design; adjustable thermostat; 2-liter 
bottle door storage; freezer compart-
ment; coated wire slide-out shelf; two 
leveling legs; and about 1.7 cubic feet 
of space. Perfect for a few cold ones or 
any leftover chicken wings on game 
night. At Dillard’s online at dillards.
com for $109.99.

Iron chef
Wrap up a couple of cast iron skil-

lets for the cook on your list who 
hasn’t yet purchased, or inherited, such a 
marvelous frying pan. Go for the real deal. 
Include with the gift tips for use and how to 
clean. Go for a Griswold, for instance; pric-
es vary by size, condition, and can range 
from $50 to $150. Available online and at 
area antique stores and farm estates/auc-
tions. Find skillets with no rust or cracks. 
Also, make sure the skillet sits flat.

Fiesta time
Vintage is as hot as a back burner under a stock pot of 

thick, homemade vegetable soup. Think Fiesta Ware in 
cool colors, and try to find something of a rarity. Trending 

now: a vintage Fiesta Pottery Disk Water Pitcher in Original 
Radioactive Red Glaze. Prices online vary but a nice piece with-
out flaws or flea bites can be purchased for about $150.

Grow with the times
Bring the gift of summer into the kitchen with a Sac-by-

Sac garden, fine and fancy for herbs, $49.95 at the Tole-
do Museum of Art. The hanging planter has fasteners that allow 
multiple planters to be attached to form unusual and interesting 
patterns (planters sold individually). Debuted at an exhibition at 
the Tuileries Garden, these eco-friendly planters are lightweight, 
flexible, and user friendly. The double-walled geotextile fabric is 
recyclable and maintains the necessary balance between air, soil, 
and water. These planters are also UV, frost, tear, and traction re-
sistant.  Bacsac is a weightless and portable planter that can fol-
low you and the seasons: display inside the house, outside on the 
terrace, on the balcony or near the garden. In cities as well as in 
the countryside, it’s designed to offer nature within a grasp — an 
ecological garden in which to grow not only food, but to grow a 
connection to earth.

Honey, I’m home
Hey, honey. The real deal, we’re talking here. Made lo-

cal at Sawyer’s Apiaries near Swanton, the honey is pro-
claimed as one of the best parts of such a gift: It’s purely a product 
made by bees. “Honey. One ingredient. The way nature intended,” 
is written on the tag that encourages you to “Discover the versatility 
of honey.” The tag booklet includes recipes. The packaging of the 
product is as sweet as the honey. Available in various sized glass 
containers, starting at $6.99 for 1 pound, at Titgemeier’s Feed and 
Garden store, 701 Western Ave., where honey is a hot seller because 
home production of honey wine is increasing in popularity. A nice 
add on: The Compleat Meadmaker by Ken Schramm, $19.99, also 
available at Titgemeier’s. This book details “Home production of 
honey wine from your first batch to award-winning fruit and herb 
variations.” Honey wine can be made in a home kitchen. Buy a bot-
tle of the golden syrupy goodness, plus the book, and wrap them 
together for a honeybunch bundle.

W H A T  T O  B U Y

HOLIDAY COUNTDOWN

23 SHOPPING 
DAYS LEFT

FOR COOKS AND CHEFS
For those hungry for gift ideas of good taste, or that taste 

good, we’ve cooked up a slew, some that simmer, oth-
ers that sizzle. Modern, retro, vintage. Dig in.

— JANET ROMAKER
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Prices and availablity subject to change.


