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Heated seats
Know someone who hates going out to a cold car in 

winter? You could get them a remote car starter, or you 
could add some warmth to their seats. Tas Electronics can in-
stall heating elements in many cars that didn’t come from the 
factory with heated seats. $150 per seat.

Roof rack
Someone who does a lot of road tripping, or likes to take 

their adventures on the road, might appreciate a roof rack. 
� ere’s all sorts of attachments that can be added to haul bikes, 
kayaks, or just extra luggage. � is will get them started. Sears Auto 
Center has them starting at $180.

Snow tires
No, buying someone a set of tires isn’t exciting. But with 

the weather we had last year, they might still be appreci-
ated. � ere are a number of companies that have good winter 
o� erings, but several of our friends swear by Bridgestone Bliz-
zaks. Prices vary with size, but Discount Tire has these Blizzaks 
that � t a Jeep Compass for $115 apiece.
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6 SHOPPING 
DAYS LEFT

AUTO ENTHUSIASTS
Whether you want to go for form or func-

tion, there are plenty of things to get for 
the car lover on your list. Here’s a collection 
of things we’d like to � nd in our own stock-
ing. — TYREL LINKHORN

BLADE STAFF WRITER

Prices and availability subject to change.

Multitool
� e bad thing 

about vintage cars 
and motorcycles is that 
eventually they’re bound 
to break down. � e good 
thing is that unlike modern 
cars, roadside repairs are 
often possible. But you’ll 
need some tools. A toolbox 
is nice, but multifunction 
tools are sometimes more 
convenient. Leatherman 
has this stu�  down. Two 
speci� c models we like are 
the Crunch and the Super 
Tool 300. � e Crunch, with 
its locking pliers, might be 
better for car repairs, while 
the Super Tool is a lot more 
versatile. You can get the Su-
per Tool at Lowe’s. $74.98.

Cleaning products
Stu�  to keep your ride clean is always 

appreciated. A lot of places sell a gift bun-
dle making it a quick, easy, and inexpensive gift. 
A gift pack like this $19.99 Meguiar’s kit from 
Target has almost everything.

Vintage advertising
It’s probably not in the budget to 

buy him that gorgeous 1940s Packard 
or get her the 1955 � underbird she’s always 
wanted. However, you can get them some-
thing related and beautiful for just a few 
bucks. Most vintage magazine car ads sell for 
less than $10. Try the Maumee Antique Mall 
or look on Etsy.

Repair manual
No matter how good of a me-

chanic you are, sometimes you get 
stuck. A shop manual can be quite help-
ful when you � nd yourself in unfamiliar 
territory. Walmart.com sells a number of 
Chilton’s repair manuals. Most cost be-
tween $20 and $30.

Toys
Really like BMWs? Hap-

pen to have kids? � e BMW 
Baby Racer II will have them doing 
hot laps around your dining room 
table in no time. It comes in three 
colors. We like the orange one. You 
can � nd it at Yark BMW. $110.

Books
� ere are tons of great books about cars, car 

history, and those who helped write the automo-
tive history. A suggestion from my personal library is 
McQueen’s Machines: � e Cars and Bikes of a Hollywood 
Icon. In addition to being the king of cool, Steve McQueen 
was also quite the driver. He once raced motorcycles and 
did some of his own driving stunts in movies. Barnes & 
Noble has the book for $20.

Headlight 
restoration kit

A whole lot of older vehi-
cles have headlight lenses that have 
yellowed or become cloudy over the 
years. Not only does it look bad, but 
it can also seriously dim your vision 
at night. � ey don’t work miracles, 
but a good restoration kit can help 
clean up a lot of lamps. Consumer 
Reports recently picked this kit from 
Sylvania as best on the market. Get 
it at Home Depot. $29.99.


