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  (BPT) - Do floorboard squeaks date your home past its actual age? Do you avoid walking in 

some areas due to the noises the floor produces, especially at night when everyone is sleeping? 

Annoying at best and disruptive to work and sleep at worst, floor creaks are easier to eliminate 

than you may think.

Why do squeaks happen in some areas and not in others? Squeaks occur when shrinks and 

gaps develop around different flooring elements. For example, in most creaky floors, a nail that 

was used to fasten the floor has become loose and a squeak happens as a result of the nail 

rubbing on the sub floor. It’s also possible that wooden planks have loosened from the joist below 

them and are rubbing against one another.

Whether you simply want to fix the noise that has bothered you for years or you want to eliminate 

the creaks before putting your house up for sale, researching DIY fixes is a great first step. In the past, 

home improvement experts advised going underneath a floor to fix a creaky floorboard. This is an 

effective solution, but is fairly difficult. Furthermore, for homeowners with finished ceilings throughout 

the home, repairs cannot be made this way because the floor’s interior cannot be accessed.

Other traditional fixes include talcum powder, liquid wax or powdered soap between the floor-

boards. These messier solutions are hit or miss, sometimes muffling the squeak or eliminating it 

only temporarily. Smart DIYers know there is no need to lift up any carpet or floorboards because 

the problem can be fixed with a power drill and a squeaky-floor elimination kit that works on car-

peted, vinyl and hardwood floors and is available at home repair stores.

How does it work? The kit includes a tool that finds the location of the floor joists from above 

the floor in carpeted floors. After locating the joists, an alignment and depth-control fixture allows 

you to drive the specially-scored screw safely through the carpet and into the joist where the 

squeak exists. The screw will tighten the flooring back onto the joist, stopping the movement and 

squeaks. The alignment fixture has a screw gripper on one side that, when placed over the head 

of the screw, will snap off the screw head so there is nothing left to see or step on in your carpeted 

Eliminate Pesky Floor Squeaks
floor. On hardwood floors the screw breaks below the floor, leav-

ing a small hole that can be easily concealed with wood filler. 

Doing away with creaky floors can be a big aid when it 

comes time to sell a home. There is nothing more unattractive to 

prospective homebuyers than noisy squeaks and creaks coming 

from the floor. By eliminating squeaks, you’ll be able to keep 

potential buyers’ attention focused on the beauty of your home 

and not on the noises.

Parents with babies or small children will also appreciate 

giving their little ones a good night’s rest, free from loud creaks. 

More importantly, hungry members of the household will finally 

be able to reach the refrigerator at midnight without waking up 

the entire household.
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Wildwood $64,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 29 Torrington Everything new. New kitchen, 1 ½ baths, 2 car, all brick ranch DiSalle Real Estate Co. Anna Marie Wong 419-356-2829 

Whitehouse $239,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 9903 Julianna Lane New construction, 3 brm, 2 bath, awesome master suite Welles Bowen Realtors Cathy McLean 419-343-3525 

Whitehouse $249,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 6716 Oak Crossing 2100 sq ft, 4 brm, 2.5 bath, granite, formal DR, island kitchen, basement Key Realty  Shad Ortman 419-350-2196 

West Toledo $129,900 Sun 1-4 pm 3033 Meadowwood 3 brm Condo, 2 ½ baths, 2 brms down, family room, 1 brm up private patio Key Realty Dee Cottrell 419-360-8001 

West Toledo $91,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 2401 Lambert Adorable 3 brm, remodeled kitchen & bath, new deck to private backyard Welles Bowen Realtors Penny Kice 419-466-4034 

West Toledo $194,550 Sunday, March 1, 2-4 pm 2352 Meadowwood Drive Classic Old Orchard 4 brm, 2.5 bath, hardwood, 2 car garage, bsmt, all appl. stay The Danberry Co., Realtors Debbie L. Katich 419-290-0436 

Wauseon $159,000 Sun 12:00-2:00 220 E. Airport WOW - Great logo cabin with 3 brms & 2 full baths DiSalle Real Estate Co. Jen Oyer 419-388-1596 

Sylvania $217,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 2325 Wimbeldon Park New listing, 4 brms, 2,688 sq ft, numerous updates, Sylvania Schools DiSalle Real Estate Co. Deb Fotoples 419-376-7140 

Sylvania $269,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 5220 River Ridge Circle All brick exterior, 3,100 sq ft, updated carpet & paint DiSalle Real Estate Co. Carol Venia-Stokes 567-202-7021 

Sylvania $235,500 Sunday 1-3 pm 5631 Redhawk New construction Sylvania ranch, 3 brm, 2 bath w/full bsmt, lots of upgrades RE/MAX Preferred Associates Joan Rauh 419-266-6660 

Sylvania $232,500 Sunday 1-3 pm 6009 Deepwood Sylvania schools, 4 brm, 2.5 baths RE/MAX Preferred Associates Joan Rauh 419-266-6660 

South Toledo $139,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 3780 Treelawn Dr. 4 bedrooms, 2,133 sq ft, new roof DiSalle Real Estate Co. Tim Moreland 419-705-9948 

South Toledo $84,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 2316 Green Valley Dr. Mint condition, brick ranch home with excellent location! DiSalle Real Estate Co. Brenda Woo 419-490-6511 

Rossford $106,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 161 Rossburn 3 brm, 1.5 bath ranch, new carpet in all brms, fresh paint thru-out, den Welles Bowen Realtors Yvonne Johnson 419-789-7231 

Perrysburg $549,900 Sun 12:20-2:30 26322 W. River 4 brm, 4.5 bath, Cathedral LR, hardwood floors, fireplace, DR w/hardwood flrs Welles Bowen Realtors Jill Perry 419-283-4300 

Perrysburg $259,900 Sun 1:00-4:00 14851 Thistledown Buckeye Real Estate Group Model Home, stop by & see the quality Welles Bowen Realtors Tami Evans 419-377-0734 

Perrysburg $109,500 Sun 1:00-3:00 29610 Gleneagles 2 brm, 2 full baths, second floor ranch overlooking Belmont CC, new carpet '14 Welles Bowen Realtors Amy Carlozzi 419-266-3699 

Perrysburg $127,900 Sunday 1-3 pm 1037 Turnbury Dr. 2 brm Condo, newly updated, club house & pool, great location, lots of storage Howard Hanna Lila Csortos 419-360-3776 

Perrysburg $164,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 107 Ashwood Ct. 4 bedrooms, 1772 sq ft, numerous updates, Perrysburg Schools DiSalle Real Estate Co. Larry Van Vlerah 419-351-6087 

Perrysburg $264,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 25431 Addington Ct. Just finished new construction, 4 brm, 2.5 bath w/awesome upgrades! Welles Bowen Realtors Tami Evans 419-377-0734 

Ottawa Hills $270,000 Sun 2:00-4:00 5414 N. Citation Rd. 3 brm 3.5 bath updated condo overlooking wooded ravine, 1st floor master Welles Bowen Realtors Amy Carlozzi 419-266-3699 

Oregon $71,900 Sunday 1 to 2:30 1650 Glenross Move-in condition! Fenced yard!  Welles Bowen Realtors Terry Floro 419-270-9667 

Maumee $234,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 6612 Mill Ridge FIRST OPEN! 5 brm, over 2600 square feet, family rm w/WBFP, eat-in kitchen Welles Bowen Realtors James Toon 419-290-6254 

Maumee $209,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 2276 Maple Tree Drive 4 brms, 2.5 baths, 2500+ sq ft, 2 car garage DiSalle Real Estate Co. Gary Diefnethaler 419-360-1221 

Holland $199,900 Sun 2-4 705 S. Meilke 4-5 Brm, 3 Bath Seductive Retreat, 5 secluded acres Property1 Solutions Ted 419-360-2330 

Heatherdowns/ South $69,900 Sunday 12-2 pm 5875 Staghorn New listing, First open, super clean, well kept, 3 brm, 1.5 bath condo, gas fireplace RE/MAX Preferred Associates Johnny "O" Owczarzak 419-349-2426 

Heatherdowns/River Rd $167,900 Sunday 1-3 pm 2757 Medford Move right in to this beautifully updated home, 1720 sf, 3 brms, 3 baths RE/MAX Preferred Associates Wanda Noward 419-340-9992 

Elmore $125,000 Sunday 12 to 2 514 Clinton Beautifully updated with barn! Welles Bowen Realtors Carrie Yarger 419-309-4624 

Elmore $249,900 Sunday 2:30 to 4 737 Aspen Eagleview, 1st floor master! Welles Bowen Realtors Carrie Yarger 419-309-4624 
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