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BY AMY FONTINELLE
Interest.com Contributing Editor

Q. What’s the biggest risk I run when tack-
ling home repairs and renovations on my own?

Overestimating your knowledge and ability as a 
carpenter, dry waller, plumber and electrician.

Home improvement shows love to glorify doing it 
yourself as a way to save money and achieve a sense 
of satisfaction.

But unless you possess some serious skills every 
task will take you longer – often much longer – to 
complete than a professional and if you do a poor job, 
you may end up needing a pro to fix your mistakes.

Jamie Curtis has spent the last 10 years remodeling 
homes with her husband in Columbus, Ohio. She doc-
uments their projects at LivingtheDreamHouse.com.

She says even veteran remodelers often over-

estimate their abilities and how much time will be 
required to complete a project.

Before you start you need to look at a calendar 
and determine just how many hours you can devote 
to any project and ask if that will be enough to get it 
done. 

“Be realistic about your time constraints, especial-
ly if you have children,” she says.

That being said, there are several DIY projects 
Curtis says most homeowners can do if they have 
time and patience. These include demolition work, 
wallpaper removal, painting, replacing hardware and 
light fixtures, and refinishing woodwork or cabinetry.

Q. Do I need to worry about building permits 
if I’m doing the work myself?

Yes. Although most routine maintenance doesn’t 
require permits, major remodeling projects do, even 

if you’re doing all of the work yourself.
In most locales you’ll need permits for jobs like 

adding a bedroom, replacing a window, modifying 
your plumbing or laying a new driveway.

Proceeding without the right permits could result 
in fines, delays, problems selling your house or even 
having to redo your project if it doesn’t meet local 
building codes. 

To get those permits — and many jobs require 
several — you’ll have to meet your city’s require-
ments for safe design and construction.

Even a small bathroom remodel requires per-
mits in San Francisco, where interior designer Katie 
Anderson is based, and these can’t be obtained 
without construction drawings, she says.

Unless you are working with a design-build firm, 
you will need a designer or architect to create those 
drawings, because contractors do not draft plans.

What Do I Need to Know About DIY Home Improvements?

List your Open House here for as low as $25 per listing 
Contact The Blade Classi�ed Advertising Department by Wednesday noon at 419-724-6500 or submit online at: http://toledoblade.com/openhouse

Whitehouse $109,500 Sun 1:00-3:00 10930 Waterville St. 3 brm quaint 2 story home, zoned commercial/residential, newer siding, windows Welles Bowen Realtors Dawn Rhoades 419-877-5282 

Whitehouse $239,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 9903 Julianna Lane New construction, 3 brm, 2 bath, awesome master suite Welles Bowen Realtors Cathy McLean 419-343-3525  

West Toledo $69,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 414 Sunset Blvd. 3 brm home w/updated kitchen & bath, SS appls. stay, useable bsmt Welles Bowen Realtors Elaine Schlagheck 419-297-5011 

Waterville $134,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 5 Gatewood Dr. Condo, newer kitchen, deck, bright rooms Welles Bowen Realtors Janet Hines 419-262-3300 

Waterville $234,900 Sunday 3/15/15, 1-4 pm 1418 Mill Creek Lane 3 brm, 2 ½ bath ranch, full basement, clean & well maintained Loss Realty Group Norm Abrass 419-349-6663 

Washington Local $64,500 Sun 2:00-4:00 4109 Crary Brick ranch w/updated kitchen, roof new in 2012, enclosed porch Welles Bowen Realtors Shirley Williams 419-360-1555 

Trilby $220,500 Sun 2:00 - 4:00 5607 Ginger Tree Ln Great Opportunity Disalle Real Estate Co. Carol Venia-Stokes 567-202-7021 

Toledo $217,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 2325 Wimbledon Park St James Wood subdivision, 4 beds, 2.5 baths, 2600+ sq ft, finished bsmt DiSalle Real Estate Co. Gary Diefenthaler  419-360-1221 

Toledo $75,999 Sun 2:00-4:00 633 Reo 3 brm, 1.5 bath, well maintained, updates include kitchen, windows, new carpet Welles Bowen Realtors Amy Carlozzi 419-266-3699 

Toledo $299,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 5031 Chatham 4 brm, 3.5 bath, hardwood floors throughout, brick hearth fireplace, bright kitchen Welles Bowen Realtors Stephen Toon 419-290-6513 

Toledo/Five Points $89,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 4336 Overland Parkway A must see, move-in ready brick home, 3 brm, 1.5 bath, hardwood floors The Danberry Co., Realtors Carole Nemeth 419-349-0657 

Sylvania Twp. $186,500 Sunday 3/15, 2-4 pm 6821 Carrietowne Spacious 3 brm, 3 bath 2 story villa w/1st floor master suite, bsmt, deck  Sulphur Springs Realty Ed Hoffman 419-241-9684 

Sylvania $209,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 26 Woodforest Pkwy Woodstream Farms Condo, 3 brm w/full bath each, den w/fireplace Welles Bowen Realtors Claire Browning 419-215-7929 

Sylvania $199,500 Sun 2:00-4:00 40 Woodforest Pkwy.  Lovely 2 brm, 2 bath Condo on secluded cul-de-sac Welles Bowen Realtors Penny Kice 419-466-4034 

Sylvania $79,900 Sun 1:00-2:30 5453 Grey 3 brm, 1.5 bath, turn-key with open floor plan, great sized bedrooms Welles Bowen Realtors Kam Warner 419-345-5170 

Sylvania $319,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 5036 Fairway Ln Over 3269 sq ft. Finished basement on SCC Golf Course! DiSalle Real Estate Co. Barb Schlatter 419-351-2478 

Sylvania $219,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 6019 Frances Ct. Fantastic 2 story home on cul-de-sac, traditional LR/DR, eat-in kitchen RE/MAX Preferred Associates Jack Schroeder 419-574-1508 

Sylvania $274,550 Sunday 3/15/15, 2-4 pm 3924 Bridge Creek Perfect ranch, perfect view! 3 car garage, 3 brm, 2 full baths, full basement The Danberry Co., Realtors Debbie Lin Katich 419-290-0436 

Swanton $129,900 Sun 3:30-5:00 105 Carriage 3 brm, 2 bath, many newers, large lot Welles Bowen Realtors Deanna Miller 419-966-4059 

Swanton $329.900 Sun 12:00-2:00 4865 Berkey Southern Exquisite English Tudor country home DiSalle Real Estate Co. Jud Mathewson 419-261-8894 

Swanton $329,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 4865 Berkey Southern 5 beds, 2.5 baths, Picturesque country setting. MUST SEE! DiSalle Real Estate Co. Philip Barlie 419-944-6073 

Stone Oak $374,900 Sun 11:00-1:00 831 St. Annes Exceptional architectural features, 4 brm, 1.5 bath, den, FR Welles Bowen Realtors Elaine Schlagheck 419-297-5011 

South Toledo $139,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 3780 Treelawn 4 beds, 2133 sq ft. Crossgates! DiSalle Real Estate Co. Terri Search 419-350-9170 

South Toledo $119,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 3149 Penrose Brick exterior home near Copland! New roof, windows, A/C, HT Wt heater DiSalle Real Estate Co. Brenda Woo 419-490-6511 

South Toledo $107,500 Sun 1:00-2:30 3105 Muirfield FIRST OPEN! 5 brm, 2 full bath, well cared for! Welles Bowen Realtors James Toon 419-290-6254 

Perrysburg $266,490 Sun 1:00-3:30 14859 Thistledown Gorgeous new construction, ready to move in! 2 story great rm, hardwood flrs Welles Bowen Realtors Tami Emans 419-377-0734 

Perrysburg $259,900 Sun 1:00-4:00 14851 Thistledown Model home! Come & see the quality you'll find in a Buckeye home.  Welles Bowen Realtors Tami Emans 419-377-0734 

Perrysburg $159,900 Sun 2:30-5:00 1060 Little Creek Indian Meadows Subdivision. Walk to YMCA. Perrysburg Schools. DiSalle Real Estate Co. Rob Albright 419-261-0237 

Perrysburg $109,500 Sun 12:00-1:30 29610 Gleneagles 2 brm, 2 full baths, second floor ranch overlooking Belmont CC, new carpet '14 Welles Bowen Realtors Amy Carlozzi 419-266-3699 

Perrysburg $147,900 Sun 12:00-2:00 11948 Eckel Junction Reduced - Owner open to offers 3Bed, 2 Bath Key Realty  Jeff Winke  419-508-5242        

Perrysburg $274,900 Sunday 12-2 pm 14735 Saddlebrook Ct. 4 brm, great room w/fireplace, formal dining room or office, master suite RE/MAX Central Group Gerri Walczak 419-261-7362 

Perrysburg $237,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 1867 Crossfields Rd New Listing 1st Open! 4 beds, 2.5 baths in Perrysburg LSD DiSalle Real Estate Co. Joe DiSalle 419-460-5235 

Perrysburg $134,900 Sun 3:00-4:30 1068 Cherry 3 brm, 2 full bath, granite kitchen, 1500sf, huge fenced yard, 2.5 detached garage Welles Bowen Realtors Scott Warner 419-419-9137 

Perrysburg $169,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 448 Bridgeview 3 brm, 2.5 bath, well maintained home, many newers: appls, garbage disposal Welles Bowen Realtors Neela Kelly 419-902-7728 

Ottawa Hills $239,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 2557 Talmadge Updated kitchen with stainless appliances! 4 brm, 2.5 bath Effler Schmitt Daniel Effler 419-537-1113 

Ottawa Hills $149,700 Sunday 2-4 pm 3418 Kirkwall Newly finished waterproofed lower level! 3 brm, 1.5 bath Effler Schmitt David Effler 419-537-1113 

Oregon $239,900 Sunday 3/15, 2-4 pm 951 Mallard Oregon ranch, 1 owner, meticulous finished basement, enclosed porch The Danberry Co., Realtors Becky Naugle 419-266-2770 

Old Orchard $124,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 3110 Cheltenham Mint condition 3 brm, 1 ½ bath, large kitchen, great rec room Welles Bowen Realtors Susie Thomas 419-367-3974 

Old Orchard $169,000 Sun 2:00-4:00 3459 Bentley Move-in ready, new granite kitchen, wood floors, large backyard Karen Lumm 419-351-5339 

North Sylvania $410,000 Sunday 11am-1pm 9274 Meadow Landing Ct. Twelve Lakes, Waterfront, custom built, 4 brm, 3 ½ bath, main floor master suite Howard Hanna Gloria Leonard 517-605-0303 

Monclova/Maumee $279,800 Sunday 1:00-3:30 7307 Clipper Ct. Waterside listing-Catalina Model, Full Water Lot, great lot on cul-de-sac RE/MAX Preferred Associates Sharon Kowalski 419-277-4125 

Maumee $427,900 Sun 1:00-2:30  3205 Quarry Rd Stunning Brick home loaded with upgrades. Island kitchen w/granite counter.      RE/MAX Masters Julie Fisher 419-343-8834 

Holland $224,900 Sunday 1-3 pm 8346 Hidden Forest Dr. Stunning 4 brm, 2.5 bath home! 2 story great room w/gas fireplace  Oak Valley Realtors Mary Truckor 419-265-0666 

Heatherdowns $109,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 1866 Glendale Charming home w/kitchen redone in '06, 4 brm in finished attic Welles Bowen Realtors Tracy Brownell 419-575-3639 

Delta $114,900 Sun 12:00-1:30 806 Main 4 brm, 1.5 bath, real charmer! Beautiful hardwood floors, space galore Welles Bowen Realtors Tadd Keiser 419-450-4070 

Delta $99,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 3019 Circle Dr. Ranch 4 brm, 2 bath home, many updates Welles Bowen Realtors Deanna Miller 419-966-4059 

/homes

A listing of open homes in the area. We have what you are looking for...
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