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DAVID PATCH
ROAD WARRIOR

Each week, The Blade’s Road Warrior 
highlights the major construction projects 
in Toledo and the surrounding area, noting 
where delays are worst and suggesting 
alternate routes.
The Polish Village Overpass, amid the 
Stickney-Lagrange interchange in North 
Toledo, is expected to close Monday for 
reconstruction.
It’ll be shut down for two weeks, so 
anyone wishing to reach Lagrange from 
northbound I-75 or Stickney from the 
southbound side will need to drive all the 
way to the opposite end and come back.
Phillips Avenue is not an option for north-
bound traffic because all ramps except for 
the southbound exit there are now closed.
For the most part, the I-75 traffic pattern 
between I-475 and I-280 is now set up the 
way it will be for about a year, but there 
will be a weekend freeway closing later on 
when the overpass is torn down to make 
way for its replacement.
Elsewhere, motorists should be alert for 
a nighttime closing of the northbound 
I-475 entrance at Salisbury/Dussel for a 
bridge-deck pour at the freeway’s bridge 
over the Ohio Turnpike. This was supposed 
to happen last week but was postponed 
by rain.
On Thursday night, U.S. 6 will be closed at 
I-75 for overhead bridge-beam installation. 
From 9 p.m. until Friday at 5 a.m., traffic 
will be detoured onto I-75 down to Cygnet 
Road (eastbound) or up to State Rts. 
64/105 (westbound). That Cygnet detour 
is a long haul, so consider taking surface 
streets through Bowling Green to avoid it.
On the plus side, city officials expected 
all lane closings associated with joint 
replacement on the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Bridge to end before rush hour today. Fu-
ture short-term lane closings are planned 
during replacement of lubricating oil for 
the bridge’s bearings.
1. I-75: Reconstruction and widening from 
I-475 to I-280 closes all ramps at Jeep-
Willys and all ramps at Phillips except the 
southbound entrance. Detour to nearby 
interchanges. Lane restrictions on Phillips 
and Lagrange at I-75 for bridge work. 
Completion in mid-2018.
2. I-75: Two of four lanes closed, down-
town Toledo to I-475, for reconstruction 
until mid-2016. Detroit entrance to south-
bound I-75 closed. Very congested during 
rush hours, especially southbound in the 
morning and northbound in the afternoon. 
Oakwood closed at I-75 through April for 
bridge work.
3. I-75: No shoulders and 60-mph speed 
limit for widening project from I-475 in 
Perrysburg south of State Rt. 18 near 
North Baltimore. Off-peak single-lane clos-
ings possible.
4. I-475/U.S. 23: Traffic shifts and shoulder 
and ramp closings for bridge widening. 
Airport entrance to southbound I-475 
closed until mid-June. Use the Salisbury/
Dussel entrance instead.
5. I-475/U.S. 23: Off-peak lane closings 
at the I-475/U.S. 23 split in Sylvania 
Township and south of U.S. 20 (Central) 
for interchange work and overhead bridge 
renovation at Bancroft.
6. Anthony Wayne Bridge, Miami Street: 
Bridge closed for renovations until No-
vember. Use DiSalle or Martin Luther King, 
Jr. bridges instead. Miami closed at the 

bridge for overhead work today through 
June. Detour via Fassett and Oak.
7. U.S. 20 (Central, Reynolds): Lane 
closings at Central/Reynolds and Central/
Holland-Sylvania intersections for finish 
work on widening and median construc-
tion project.
8. McCord Road: Closed just north of Hall/
North Mall for sewer work. Posted detour 
is Airport, Holland-Sylvania, and Angola. 
Use Holloway to Front and Clark or Clarion 
for local access in Holland.
9. I-475: Eastbound right lane closed be-
tween Corey and Secor weekdays, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Saturdays from 7:30 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. for noise-wall construction 
through the end of April.
10. Cherry Street: Inbound lanes closed at 
Collingwood and outbound traffic reduced 
to one lane north of Central for water proj-
ect. Inbound traffic detour via Collingwood 
and Central. Lanes also closed near Mercy 
St. Vincent Medical Center.
11. Ohio Turnpike: Lane closings east of 
I-280 for resurfacing through October. 
One lane closed each way during daytime 
hours, but a second lane may be closed in 
either direction at night.
12. U.S. 23: Lanes closed for pavement 
patching north of U.S. 223 (Exit 5) until 2 
p.m. Friday.
13. State Rt. 420: One lane closed on the 
northbound side approaching Libbey Road 
for widening.
14. King Road: Pavement and soil testing 
will require varying lane closings today 
and tomorrow between Brint and Sylvania.
15. State Rt. 2 (Airport/Western): Closed 
to eastbound traffic between Detroit and 
the Airport/Western intersection. Detour 
via South Avenue.
OFF THE MAP
Ohio Turnpike: One lane closed each way 
between mile 5.7 and the Indiana border 
for resurfacing. Delays likely during peak 
weekend travel times. Lane closings 
between the Fremont and Sandusky/Bel-
levue interchanges for reconstruction.
U.S. 6: Closed east of Fremont for bridge 
repair through May. Detour via State Rts. 
510, 412, 101, and 269. U.S. 6 also has 
lanes closed between State Rt. 25 to Dun-
bridge Road, for pavement repairs. Ramps 
from southbound I-75 to eastbound U.S. 6 
and from northbound I-75 to westbound 
U.S. 6 are closed. An automated signal 
governs alternating traffic at a bridge 
project between State Rt. 199 and New 
Rochester Road.
U.S. 23/30: Lane closings near Upper 
Sandusky for bridge repairs and resurfac-
ing. Ramp from eastbound U.S. 30 to 
northbound U.S. 23 closes today for about 
three weeks.
U.S. 23: Lane closings, Milan, Mich., and 
I-94, between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday for cable guardrail 
installation in the median.
State Rt. 2: Lane closings east of Port Clin-
ton for stabilization of mine below freeway 
into June. Westbound entrance closed at 
Catawba Island interchange (State Rt. 53).
State Rt. 12: Closed near Bettsville for 
bridge rehabilitation until June. Detour via 
State Rt. 635, U.S. 6, and State Rt. 53.
State Rt. 295: Closed starting today 
between Doran and Archbold-Whitehouse 
roads for multiple culvert replacements. 
Detour via State Rt. 64 and U.S. 24. 
Reopening scheduled for May 22.

Scan this 
QR code 
with your 
smart phone 
to go to the 
Road War-
rior blog

Contact the Road Warrior at: 
roadwarrior@theblade.com 
or 419-724-6094.

Winters have endangered Schedel Gardens’ trees
By MATT THOMPSON
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Noble

ELMORE — Record snowfall two
winters ago, along with record lows
this winter and spring, has threatened
the life of some rare trees at Schedel
Arboretum & Gardens as they try to
bloom in the warmer weather.

“Last winter was the harshest, there
was a lot of winter damage,” said Rod
Noble, executive director for the gar-
dens. “They came back and survived
last season, then there was another
colder than normal winter.”

He’s expecting to lose maybe a
dozen trees. Some of the rare, unique
trees he’s especially concerned about
include Bosnian fir, Yoshino cherry

tree, Japanese cedar, and a bald Cy-
press tree. Those are trees that Joseph

and Marie Schedel,
original land own-
ers of the gardens
who opened them
to the public after
their deaths, likely
brought back from
one of their many
foreign trips.

The Yoshino
cherry tree is from

Washington, one of the only of its
kind in this country outside of  D.C.,
according to Mr. Noble.

“The truth is, a lot is yet to be deter-
mined,” he said about the trees’

health. “Plants are resilient. They can
store energy and last another year or
two.”

Some trees aren’t as resilient. Scott
Kirby of Davey Trees has already seen
the demise for some trees from the
winter.

“A lot of people are concerned with
flowering trees and fruit trees,” the ar-
borist who works with the gardens
said. “Out in Port Clinton last year
they had no peaches because of the
winter last year.”

He was at the Schedel Arboretum &
Gardens on Friday and said the Japa-
nese Cedar is not looking good, nor
were some of the pines. Mr. Kirby
said other species that are more nota-

ble further south were making a
comeback in this area since a 1992
cold winter, but the past two winters
have beaten up those boxwood
shrubs and sweet gum trees.

It has been a slow spring for plant-
ings and blooms, with temperatures
staying in the 40s and 50s. Mr. Noble
said typically the crabapple trees
would look beautiful by now, and
there would be a lot more color in the
gardens.

He’s excited for the next few weeks,
though, as the temperatures are ex-
pected to rise, and the 17 acres will
come to life.

“This is my favorite time of the
year, to watch things wake up,” he

said. “If I leave on a Thursday evening
for something and am not back until
Monday, I go, ‘Wow, look at that.’ You
notice that much change.”

It’s happening in the nick of time,
as the Woodland and Wildlife Family
Festival goes from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday. There will be more than 60
vendors, including food, drink, and
live music, and admission is free. It
will include demonstrations for fly
fishing, live painting, kids workshops,
and hayride transportation from
downtown Elmore.

Contact Matt Thompson at:
mthompson@theblade.com,

419-356-8786, or on
Twitter at @mthompson25.

Dredging
Continued from Page B1

Tuschman said large ships that
use Toledo’s 17 river and bay
terminals need a deep draft,
and the only way to maintain
that draft is by dredging the
shipping channel.

“You’re not going to get the
ships with heavy loads to come
in here,” Mr. Tuschman said,
calling the prospect of reduc-
ing or eliminating dredging se-
rious.

Board member Opie Rolli-
son said, “I’ve not seen the
data that would indicate that
the dredging is a major cause
of the algae blooms in the
lake.” He added he’d be the
first to call for an end to the
practice because, “I live here
and drink the water.”

“How long would it take be-
fore ships can’t come up the
Maumee to unload? I don’t
think long,” Mr. Rollison said.

Every summer, usually be-
ginning in late August, dredge
barges hired by the Army
Corps of Engineers begin
scraping the Toledo Harbor
shipping channel  across
Maumee Bay and up the river
to maintain a 28-foot draft for
heavily laden ships to put in at
the Port of Toledo. The barges
are towed a few miles out in
the lake, where the dredged
material is dumped over the
side.

The Corps of Engineers re-
moves about 800,000 to 1 mil-
lion cubic yards of material
from the channel every year. If
it didn’t, the channel would get
shallower and ships would be
forced to lighten their loads.
Eventually, they might quit us-
ing Toledo’s port, officials fear.

Shipping is a big employer
for Toledo, accounting for
about 7,000 jobs, and the need
for dredging is greater in

Toledo than any other Great
Lakes port. Paul Toth, Jr., the
port authority’s president and
chief executive, said Toledo
accounts for about 25 percent
of all dredging in the Great
Lakes.

Bayfront and river terminals
handle up to 700 vessels a year
and 10 million to 12 million
tons of cargo, according to Joe
Cappel, director of cargo de-
velopment for  the port .
Products shipped through the
port include coal, iron ore,
grain, stone, cement, alumi-
num, steel, and petroleum.

Environmentalists and sport
fishermen have complained
about the practice of dumping
enough sediment to fill the 32-
story Fifth Third Center Build-
ing in downtown Toledo into
the open lake.

But port officials say they
have seen no proof that open-
lake dumping damages the en-
vironment. And more impor-
tantly, neither has the Corps of
Engineers, which refuses to
pay for anything other than the
lowest-cost option, open-lake
disposal, which costs the corps
about $5 million a year.

Other solutions, such as
pumping or trucking those
million cubic yards of sedi-
ment up onto dry land, would
at least double or even triple
the cost of dredging the har-
bor.

Not only does the corps and
the port authority contend
there’s no solid evidence of
harmful impact from dredging,
they say the only scientific
study vindicates the practice’s
safety.

“It’s an easy target,” Mr.
Toth said. “The only science
that we’re aware of is the
Limno Tech study that was
done in 2013 and released in
2014. I’ve seen no other sci-
ence that provides an evidence
that open-lake disposal has
environmental effects.”

The study he referred to is a
509-page document released
in August, 2014, by Limno
Tech of Ann Arbor. The study
concluded: “Weight-of-evi-
dence from the cumulative
findings of this study indicates
that the open-lake placement
of Toledo Harbor dredged ma-
terial has no measurable im-
pact on HABs [harmful algae
blooms] in the Western Lake
Erie Basin.”

The $621,000 study was
commissioned by the Corps of
Engineers as a condition of its
permit from the Ohio Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

“We don’t want the unin-
tended consequences of these
bills to hamper shipping out of
the Port of Toledo,” Mr. Toth
said.

Opponents of open-lake dis-
posal say open-lake dumping
can’t help but stir up contami-
nants and nutrients lying at the
bottom of the river and bay.
They note the Corps of Engi-
neers dumps its dredged ma-
terial in the same shallow loca-
tion every year, but there’s no
“mountain” of sediment there
— proof that it moves around.

Jeff Reutter, special adviser
for Ohio Sea Grant and Ohio
State University Stone Labora-
tory, said the Ohio EPA has a
long history of trying to shut
down open-lake disposal.

“If you’re going to do open-
lake disposal you want to do it
in a place that it’s going to stay
there. The problem with the
location in Toledo is it’s 22 feet
deep. It’s not deep enough.
When you put the material
there, you can’t guarantee it’s
going to stay there,” Mr. Reut-
ter said.

He also said the “turbidity”
caused by dredging contrib-
utes to harmful algae blooms.

However, the dredging typi-
cally takes place after the worst
of the algae blooms. Last year,
the corps started dredging

Sept. 12, about six weeks after
the algae bloom that forced
Toledo drinking-water con-
sumers to find other sources.

State Sen. Randy Gardner
(R., Bowling Green), Senate
Bill 1’s prime sponsor, agreed
that not dredging is not an op-
tion. He said the 2020 ban on
open-lake disposal and ex-
emptions in the law are an in-
centive to find beneficial alter-
native methods for disposing
of dredged material. The state
has already put up $7.35 mil-
lion to help Toledo promote
alternative uses.

“It is essentially a ban but it
allows for some flexibility. We
believe there are better uses
for dredged material. We think
that’s better for the health of
the lake,” Mr. Gardner said. “I
do not believe that open-lake
disposal is a major cause [of
harmful algae blooms] but it is
a contributing factor. We know
there’s phosphorus and nitro-
gen. We do think there are
beneficial alternative uses and
we’re going to keep working
toward that goal.”

Port board members said
that they have started planning
in case the state actually bans
open-lake disposal, threaten-
ing one of Toledo’s biggest
economic engines.

During its April 23 meeting,
the port board voted to move
ahead with developing a 16-
acre site along the river to con-
duct a pilot study of using
dredged materials on agricul-
tural land. The board voted to
hire Hull and Associates as
construction manager, at a
cost of $480,176. The project
will create a demonstration
“farm” on the former Riverside
Park in downtown Toledo to
show how sediment can be
used to grow crops.

Contact Tom Troy at:
tomtroy@theblade.com,

419-724-6058, or on
Twitter @TomFTroy.

Ashford
Continued from Page B1

acknowledged in Sunday
phone interviews with The
Blade that blight is among resi-
dents’ concerns.

Political independent Scott
Ramsey, 39, appointed to the
seat in March, said many don’t
grasp the magnitude of the
problem versus the city’s lim-
ited financial resources.

“It’s not as easy as having a
press conference and saying,
‘The city needs to fix these
problems,’ ” he said, adding it
can be hard to track down
some property owners.

He said the winning solution
will feature community in-
volvement, citizens actively
fighting the problem, main-
taining yards, and adopting
properties. He said the city is
making “great strides” at work-
ing through such problems.

Republican Alfonso Nar-
vaez, 23, said he too would call
for “complete engagement
with the neighbors.” He’s been
involved in neighborhood
cleanups and supports those
kinds of initiatives.

“It is an extremely important
issue, and it goes back to put-
ting neighborhoods first,” he
said.

Endorsed Democrat Yvonne
Harper, 65, said she found out
about the East Hudson Street
neighborhood’s woes during a
block watch event last week.
Residents are concerned with
blight but are also troubled by
housing, alley, public cemeter-
ies, and other issues.

She wouldn’t offer a plan to
tackle blight until elected and
has had a chance to work with
others “to figure out what can
be done.”

“I’m on the outside, not on
the inside,” she said. “I can’t go
and say what they should do.”

EVERYONE NEEDS A BUDDY

THE BLADE/AMY E. VOIGT

Sam Turner, left, and Bowling Green State University sophomore buddy Arrian
McCorkle, 19, talk in between events during Sunday’s RallyCap Sports event at Doyt
Perry Stadium. Volunteer college student buddies accompanied about 50 children with
special needs, playing golf, baseball, and also participating in track and field events.
RallyCap Sports on Sunday celebrated the end of its first year at BGSU.


