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DAVID PATCH
ROAD WARRIOR

Each week, The Blade’s Road Warrior 
highlights the major construction 
projects in Toledo and the surrounding 
area, noting where delays are worst and 
suggesting alternate routes.
Want to avoid the mayhem in the I-75 
construction zone between Findlay and 
Perrysburg? State Rt. 25 is an obvious 
alternative north of Cygnet, but in 
response to a reader’s query, I recom-
mended State Rt. 235 as a suitable 
bypass for the entire work area if you’re 
traveling to Lima or points farther south.
Route 235 takes off from State Rt. 65 
in northwest Wood County and runs 
almost arrow-straight through the farm-
lands of western Wood and Hancock 
counties. Its shoulders are narrow, but it 
has little traffic and doesn’t run through 
any big towns on its course from the 
Maumee River to Mount Cory, Ohio.
The only way you’re likely to get signifi-
cantly delayed on Route 235 is if you 
get stopped by a train in either Hoytville 
or McComb. The other problem spot 
on the route is the slope-repair project 
on State Rts. 64/65 just south of the 
Waterville Bridge, where traffic backs 
up during rush hour to get through the 
single-lane zone and its traffic signals.
I’ve gotten several inquiries about when 
Manley Road will reopen at the I-475 
bridge construction site near the Ohio 
Turnpike. The latest Ohio Department of 
Transportation estimate is mid-August.
1. I-75: Reconstruction and widening 
from I-475 to I-280 closes all ramps at 
Jeep-Willys and all ramps at Phillips 
except the southbound entrance. East-
bound I-475 entrance from ProMedica 
also closed. Detour to nearby inter-
changes. Lane restrictions on Phillips 
and Lagrange at I-75 for bridge work. 
Nighttime lane closings on I-75 through 
the zone. Completion mid-2018.
2. I-75: Two of four lanes closed, down-
town Toledo to I-475, for reconstruction 
until mid-2016. Detroit entrances closed 
in both directions, as are the north-
bound entrance at Collingwood and 
exit at Bancroft. Very congested during 
rush hours, especially southbound in 
the morning and northbound in the 
afternoon. Oakwood closed at I-75 for 
bridge work.
3. I-75: No shoulders and 60-mph 
speed limit for widening project from 
I-475 in Perrysburg to Hancock County 
Road 99 north of Findlay. All northbound 
traffic exiting at I-475 or U.S. 20 must 
use right lane north of Roachton Road. 
Off-peak single-lane zones possible.
4. I-475/U.S. 23: Traffic shifts and 
shoulder closings for bridge widening, 
Angola to the Ohio Turnpike. Westbound 
State Rt. 2 ramp to northbound I-475 
closed; use southbound entrance and 
reverse direction at Dussel, or make 
U-turn on Route 2 and use eastbound 
ramp to northbound freeway.
5. I-475/U.S. 23: Off-peak lane clos-
ings from the I-475/U.S. 23 split to Dorr 
for construction at two interchanges in 
Sylvania Township.
6. Anthony Wayne Bridge, Miami 
Street: Bridge closed for renovation 
until November. Use DiSalle or Martin 
Luther King, Jr. bridges instead.

7. U.S. 24 (Detroit): Southbound 
lane closed, Sherwood to Copland, for 
roadway repair. Detour via Anthony 
Wayne Trail. Some residential streets 
closed at Detroit. 
8. McCord Road: Closed at the Norfolk 
Southern railroad north of Hall for un-
derpass construction. Detour posted via 
Airport, Holland-Sylvania, and Angola. 
Use Holloway to Front and Clark or 
Clarion for local access in Holland.
9. I-475: Eastbound right lane closed 
between Corey and Secor during 
midday, overnight, and Saturday (7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.) hours for noise-wall 
construction.
10. Cherry Street: Lane closings 
possible, Arcadia to Manhattan, for 
completion of roundabout at Manhattan. 
Collingwood remains closed at Cherry 
pending completion of traffic signals.
11. Ohio Turnpike: Varying lane 
closings, U.S. 20 to I-75, for pavement 
repairs and bridge work at Key Street. 
Key is closed; detour via Cass.
12. State Rt. 25 (Anthony Wayne 
Trail): Left lane closed both ways 
between City Park and the Toledo 
Zoo for reconstruction. Varying single 
and double lane closings between 
Glendale and the Toledo-Maumee line 
for pavement repairs through Friday if 
not longer.
13. I-280/State Rt. 420: Intermittent 
lane closings, Libbey to north of the 
Ohio Turnpike, for widening.
14. State Rts. 64, 65: Temporary 
traffic signal governs single-lane 
traffic between Reitz and the Waterville 
bridge for slope repair. Route 65 closed 
between Weston and Benschoter roads, 
also for slope repair; detour via State Rt. 
235 and U.S. 6. Flag zones on Route 65 
between Five Point and River View for 
culvert replacement. 
15. State Rt. 64: Closed for roundabout 
construction at Finzel. Detour via State 
Rt. 295 and U.S. 24.
OFF THE MAP
Ohio Turnpike: Lane closings between 
the Fremont and Bellevue interchanges 
for reconstruction.
I-75 (Ohio): Reduced speed limits and 
off-peak lane closings through Lima for 
reconstruction. Both northbound ramps 
at State Rt. 65 are closed.
I-75 (Mich.): One of three lanes closed 
each way between Monroe and I-275 
for freeway reconstruction. Northbound 
traffic crosses over to the southbound 
side through the zone.
U.S. 6: Lanes closed between State Rt. 
25 and Dunbridge Road for pavement 
and bridge construction. Ramps from 
southbound I-75 to eastbound U.S. 6 
and from northbound I-75 to westbound 
U.S. 6 are closed.
U.S. 12: Varying flag zones between 
U.S. 127 and M-50 in northern Lenawee 
County for resurfacing until mid-August.
U.S. 23/30: Lane and ramp closings 
near Upper Sandusky for bridge repairs 
and resurfacing.
U.S. 224/State Rt. 12: Closed between 
Factory and Jefferson streets in Findlay 
for railroad work until Wednesday. 
Detour via I-75, Hancock County Roads 
99 and 212, and Bright Road.
State Rt. 2: Intermittent lane clos-
ings between the Catawba Island 
interchange and the Edison Bridge for 
bridge work.

Scan this 
QR code 
with your 
smart phone 
to go to the 
Road War-
rior blog

Contact the Road Warrior at: 
roadwarrior@theblade.com 
or 419-724-6094.

Bears
Continued from Page B1

AB Arctic Basin: unknown
BB Baffin Bay: 1,546 in 2004
BS Barents Sea: 2,644 in 2004
CS Chukchi Sea: unknown
DS Davis Strait: 2,158 in 2007
EG East Greenland: unknown
FB Foxe Basin: 2,580 in 2009-10
GB Gulf of Boothia: 1,592 in 2000
KB Kane Basin: 164 in 1994-97
KS Kara Sea: unknown
LS Lancaster Sound: 2,541 in 1995-97
LV Laptev Sea: unknown
MC M’Clintock Channel: 284 in 2000
NB Northern Beaufort Sea: 980 in 2006
NW Norwegian Bay: 203 in 1997
SB Southern Beaufort Sea: 907 in 2010
SH Southern Hudson Bay: 951 in 2012
VM Viscount Melville Sound: 161 in 1992
WH Western Hudson Bay: 1,030 in 2011
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the ice, and in many popula-
tions that’s where they dig
their maternal dens.”

The polar bear team is a
comprised diverse group of
stakeholders including the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and
U.S. Geological Survey, envi-
ronmental groups such as
Polar Bears International,
World Wildlife Fund, and De-
fenders of Wildlife, oil and gas
industry representatives, na-
tive Alaskan groups, and the
State of Alaska.

“The team consciously iden-
ti f ied what  [actions]  we
thought were the highest pri-
ority so that doesn’t mean
there aren’t others,” Ms. Ko-
hout said.

Those actions include work-
ing with native Alaskan people
to maintain a sustainable sub-
sistence harvest of polar bears,
protecting denning habitat,
minimizing the risk of oil spills
and other pollution, and moni-
toring populations and con-
ducting research.

Efforts to manage human-
bear conflicts are already un-
der way through community
bear patrols, bear deterrence
programs, and working to re-
duce attractants by improving
food and garbage storage.

“We anticipate having more
hungry bears on land as the ice
continues to recede,” Ms. Ko-
hout said.

Dr. Meyerson said the plan
is good, but the AZA’s com-
ment will detail that a critical
player was left out of the over-
all discussion.

“It is a very complicated
matter, and they have some re-
ally good points,” Dr. Meyer-
son said. “We feel they didn’t
include an important stake-
holder, and that is the captive
population.”

She said groups such as the
AZA often work very closely
with field scientists and gov-
ernment agencies with regard
to wildlife conservation. Zoos
sometimes provide rescue for
orphaned cubs, and they are
some of the most well-trained
individuals when it comes to
handling the animals — both
for research purposes and for
disaster response.

“We are doing noninvasive
research with our bears to help
answer some of those ques-
tions they can’t answer with
wild bears,” Dr. Meyerson
said.

“There’s studies like that we
can do here to help the wild
populations.”

Zoos also can spread aware-
ness of the plight of polar bears
through exhibits, programs,
and other resources.

Ms. Kohout said the team
was formed with a focus “on
wild polar bears and conserva-
tion on the ground.”

But suggestions from the
AZA will be welcome, and the
Fish and Wildlife Service “rec-
ognizes the important role in
conservation and education
that zoos play in species recov-
ery.”

“This is a great opportunity
to engage in further conversa-
tion and get more insight,” she
said.

An online petition created
by Christopher Burley, a Den-
ver-based senior campaigns
manager for the petition site
Care2, calls for more detailed,
specific actions to be part of
the final polar bear plan.

“There are some really great,
broad brushstrokes in this re-
covery plan. But in terms of
specifics and getting to a place
we can actually see a future for
America’s polar bears, it’s lim-
ited,” he said.

“We are looking for very spe-
cific steps the U.S. government
is going to take, the Fish and
Wildlife Service is going to
take, to deal with some of the
underlying issues or contribu-
tors to climate change.”

Mr. Burley’s petition, titled
“Strengthen America’s Puny
Polar Bear Recovery Plan,” had
garnered more than 51,000 sig-
natures as of Sunday after-
noon.

Mr. Burley said he will sub-
mit the petition and its com-
ments and signatures to the
agency before the comment
period ends.

Ms. Kohout said the plan

was intentionally broad be-
cause it was intended to “artic-
ulate the vision and the major
themes,” giving an implemen-
tation team flexibility in for-
mulating detailed actions that
can be easily  altered as
needed.

So far, only a handful of
comments have been officially
submitted, which Ms. Kohout
said is not unusual as most are
submitted toward the end of
the public comment period.
The period ends Aug. 20, but a
30-day extension to Sept. 19
was requested and is awaiting
possible approval.

The draft plan and informa-
tion on how to submit a com-
ment is available online at
fws.gov/alaska/pbrt.

Contact Alexandra Mester at:
amester@theblade.com,

419-724-6066, or on
Twitter @AlexMesterBlade.

Pests
Continued from Page B1

“We called Inverness about
two weeks ago, and they said
they would be sending some-
one out here to look at it, but
no one has come,” said George
Hillard, who lives at 421 Tor-
rington Dr. Mr. Hillard has not
had animals in his yard, but he
has stepped up as a spokes-
man for his friends on the
lower blocks of the street.

Joe Furko, Inverness Club’s
general manager, said he was
not sure if the club owned that
land, but said he would be
sending grounds crews to the
area to see more specifically
what is back there.

“If it’s just underbrush grow-
ing up and trees, we will prob-

ably just leave it. If there is
dead stuff, we will probably
clear it up,” he added.

Eric Zgodzinski, director of
community and environmen-
tal health services at the
Toledo-Lucas County Health
Department, sent two inspec-
tors to the area this week to see
if there was anything to be
done on the property.

“They didn’t really see an
overgrown issue. They are not
seeing any major concerns at
this point in time,” he said of
the sanitarians’ report.

Mr. Zgodzinski said wild an-
imals are not considered a nui-
sance unless they interact with
people.

“Woods are going to carry
wild animals. It’s just nature,”
he said. “Animals are not dan-
gerous unless you come in
contact with them. Most of the

time when they see you, wild
animals will run the other
way,” he said, adding that
without seeing the properties,
it is hard to determine whether
the animals are a nuisance.

Ms. Jones said clearing out
some of the woods closest to
the Torrington properties
would help stop animals from
coming onto their property.

“Somebody needs to come
in here and push all of this
overgrowth back,” Mr. Hillard
agreed.

Cutting down or pushing
back the overgrowth might not
alleviate the situation, how-
ever.

“It might help, but it could
also disturb a lot of animals
and they might try to go find
another place to hide — like
someone’s back porch,” Mr.
Zgodzinski said.

Or, he said, if woods are cut
down to grass, an issue with
deer ticks could emerge.

To keep away from any dan-
gerous diseases and prevent
wild animals from becoming
nuisances, Mr. Zgodsinski rec-
ommended that residents
minimize opportunities for an-
imals to get onto their prop-
erty, keep garbage cans closed,
pick up dog feces from the
yard, and never play with or
feed the animals.

He also suggested the nui-
sance wildlife fact sheets on
the Ohio Department of Natu-
ral Resources website, http://
wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-
and-habitats/nuisance-wild
life, if any conflicts arise with
wildlife.

Contact Jillian Kravatz at:
jkravatz@theblade.com

or 419-724-6050.

Chess
Continued from Page B1

Clifton, N.J.; Hicksville Boys &
Girls Club, New York; and
Toledo’s own Jones Leader-
ship Academy Chess Club.

The Afterschool Alliance
will print 40,000 copies of the
winning poster for distribu-
tion in their school network.

Toledoans can support the
Jones Leadership Academy’s
design by liking it on the
Afterschool Alliance’s Face-
book page. Though the deci-
sion rests with the Alliance,
Mr. Woodberry — chess in-
structor for Woodberry Park
Kids Cartoons and Chess
since 2011 — said that every
“like” counts.

Whether the group wins
the contest, Mr. Woodberry
said the chess club will con-

tinue to benefit its members.
“We not only teach them

chess, but we teach them
how to be responsible for
their actions. We have some
kids that have difficulties and
they’re able to maintain bet-
ter in school,” he said.

Ward Barnett, principal of
the Jones Leadership Acad-
emy, echoed this sentiment,
saying that playing chess of-
ten helps students improve
their academic and behav-
ioral performance.

Most of all, he said, the
program gives them a com-
munity of friends and men-
tors.

“The beautiful thing about
it is that it’s more than just
chess. It’s about family,” Mr.
Barnett said. “I’ve never seen
anything like it.”

Contact Andrew Koenig at:
akoenig@theblade.com

or 419-724-6050.

Happy
Continued from Page B1

THE BLADE/AMY E. VOIGT

Christine Handwork of Toledo holds a sign that says ‘Smile’
as part of the happiness project on the corner of Secor Road
and Central Avenue on Sunday.

he said there’s no requirement
to return each week, “it’s fun-
datory—mandatory fun,” he
joked.

The group has never had a
problem with law enforce-
ment, and police officers have
even walked over to praise
them, he said. They’ve even re-
ceived free pizza from gener-
ous strangers and Starbucks
“when it was cold one week.”

And it’s never quiet.
“We don’t even need the

signs anymore, people just
honk,” he said.

But the signs are what
started everything, and though
it may look like a small project
on the side of the street, Mr.
Hashim has serious plans for
the future.

The “Honk for Happiness”
project was recently sponsored
by Raseri Inc., a local sales and
marketing group where Mr.
Hashim works, and he hopes

to get additional funding for
signs and more.

He said he wants to buy time
on one of the two billboards at

the intersection.
“The main thing is we are

only able to do as much as we
can afford,” he said, and once

the group “can fund ourselves
fully,” to buy signs and the like,
he plans to become a non-
profit organization.

“My five-year goal is to travel
with the group,” he said.

Mr. Hashim has already
connected with friends in New
York, Los Angeles, Nashville,
and Columbus to give advice
on starting similar projects in
those cities, which should hap-
pen soon, he said.

For now, though, he’s busy
curating social media accounts
on Twitter (@honk4happi-
ness1) and Instagram (@honk-
forhappiness) and making
sure that he has new signs
each week for anyone who
wants to join in.

And you can expect to see
Mr. Hashim with a group out
each Sunday for the foresee-
able future.

“If I’m out of town, someone
is always here,” he said. “Rain,
snow, we’re going to do it all
season.”

Contact Kendrick McDonald at:
kmcdonald@theblade.com,

or 419-724-6050.


