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Local jobless rates drop
Unemployment rates tumbled in April throughout northwest 
Ohio, even as the statewide rate inched up, according to figures 
released Tuesday by the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services. Toledo’s rate was third lowest among Ohio’s big cities, 
with Columbus and Cincinnati lower. Most of the local county 
jobless rates were lower in April than were for the same month 
last year. The highest rate locally was in Ottawa County and the 
lowest rate was in Hancock County.

County	 Labor	 Total	 Jobless rates
	 force	 jobless	 4/16	 3/16	 4/15
Allen	 49,300	 2,200	 4.4	 5.0	 4.6
Defiance	 18,900	 1,000	 5.1	 5.6	 4.7
Erie	 36,900	 2,000	 5.3	 6.5	 5.7
Fulton	 23,000	 1,000	 4.4	 5.6	 4.7
Hancock	 41,300	 1,400	 3.4	 4.0	 3.3
Henry	 13,800	 800	 5.8	 7.0	 6.1
Huron	 28,000	 1,700	 6.1	 8.4	 6.4
Lucas	 212,400	 10,300	 4.9	 5.7	 5.1
  Toledo	 130,600	 7,000	 5.4	 6.2	 5.6
Ottawa	 20,800	 1,400	 6.5	 8.8	 6.5
Paulding	 9,200	 400	 4.5	 5.0	 4.6
Putnam	 19,000	 700	 3.5	 4.2	 3.8
Sandusky	 31,500	 1,400	 4.6	 5.5	 5.0
Seneca	 27,700	 1,300	 4.7	 5.5	 4.5
Van Wert	 14,500	 500	 3.8	 4.2	 3.9
Williams	 19,300	 900	 4.4	 5.1	 4.1
Wood	 70,600	 2,700	 3.8	 4.4	 4.0
  Ohio	 5.82 mil	 302,000	 5.2	 5.1	 5.0
  United States	158.9 mil	 7.9 mil	 5.0	 5.0	 5.4
Source: Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
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Muscle cars aren’t so
strong in crash tests

INSURANCE INSTITUTE FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY

A 2016 Chevrolet Camaro doesn’t fare well in a crash test
conducted in March at the Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety’s Vehicle Research Center in Ruckersville, Va.

DETROIT — Muscle cars
look cool, but they don’t offer
the best protection in a crash.

The Ford Mustang, Chev-
rolet Camaro, and Dodge
Challenger didn’t get the
highest ratings in new tests
by the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety. The insti-
tute, which is funded by in-
surers, tested 2016 models.

The Mustang earned the
highest rating on four of the

five tests, but didn’t do as
well on the small overlap test,
which simulates what hap-
pens when a small portion of
the car’s front end hits a pole
at 40 mph.

The Camaro did well on
that test but had a lower rat-
ing for roof strength. The
Challenger was the worst
performer, with lower ratings
for roof strength, seat and
headrest strength, and the
small overlap test.

Twitter adjusts character
limits to allow more room

See TWITTER, Page B7
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The social media service said photos, videos, and other
media won’t count toward Twitter’s 140-character limit.

NEW YORK — Twitter is
making some big changes, at
least in the context of 140
characters or less.

The social media service
said Tuesday that in coming
months, photos, videos, and
other media won’t count to-
ward Twitter’s 140-character
limit.

That means more wordy
tweets are on the way.

The change, announced
Tuesday, is yet another at-
tempt by the San Francisco
company to make its mes-
saging service easier to use
and to attract new users.

Twitter Inc. did not, as
many had speculated in re-
cent months, abolish its
character limit.

A person’s Twitter handle,
which starts with the “@”
symbol, also will not count
against character limits. And
people will be able to retweet
and quote their own tweets.

In another change, any

new tweet beginning with an
@name will be seen by all
followers. Previously, a tweet
that started with a person’s
handle did not become part
of their feed.

Twitter has tried to keep
all users happy, those for and

against relaxing character
limits, by sticking to the cur-
rent count while allowing
more freedom to express
thoughts, or rants, through
images and other media.

FIGURES SHOW HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE 2008
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New home sales in the United States increased 16.6 percent in April to a seasonally adjusted rate of 619,000. The sales
are notoriously volatile, especially on the regional level, but all regions, except for the Midwest, increased last month.
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New-home
sales jump

during April

WASHINGTON — Ameri-
cans ramped up their pur-
chases of new homes in April
to the highest level since Jan-
uary, 2008, evidence of a
strong start to the spring buy-
ing season.

The U.S.  Commerce
Department says new home
sales jumped 16.6 percent
last month to a seasonally ad-
justed rate of 619,000, up
from just 531,000 in the pre-
vious month. March’s total
was revised higher.

Steady job gains and low
mortgage rates have encour-
aged more Americans to buy
new homes. That trend is
driving home construction
and helping support the
economy.

The new-home sales fig-
ures are notoriously volatile,

particularly on the regional
level. Last month, new home
purchases leapt 53 percent in
the Northeast and 19 percent
in the West. They fell 5 per-
cent in the Midwest and
jumped 16 percent in the
South.

New home sales increased
broadly, with the exception of
the Midwest. April’s increase,
however, probably exagger-
ates the housing market
strength given that home-
builders confidence has stag-
nated since rising in January.

New home sales are ex-
tremely volatile month-to-
month and preliminary fig-
ures are subject to large revi-
sions because they are mostly
drawn from building permits
data.

Still, last month’s gain
pushed new home sales well
above their first-quarter aver-
age of 531,667 units.

“The spring home buying
season is in full swing as
builders have been picking
up steam through the first
quarter,” said Bill Banfield,
vice president at Quicken
Loans in Detroit.

“While the large jump in
new home sales is encourag-
ing, I would look for a nor-
malization in the coming
months that shows a slow but
steady increase in the health
of the housing market.”

Marathon
lays off 46
employees
in Texas
Cuts widespread at
Galveston refinery

See REFINERY, Page B7

REUTERS

HOUSTON — As the U.S. re-
finers cope with a surge in de-
mand for diesel fuel, Mara-
thon Petroleum Corp. of
Findlay laid off 46 salaried em-
ployees on Tuesday at the
company’s Galveston Bay Re-
finery in Texas.

The Ohio refiner said in a
statement: “This reduction is
one element of a cost-savings
strategy that will better posi-
tion the refinery to be competi-
tive well into the future.”

The manager of the Texas
City refinery said in an internal
memo reviewed by Reuters
that the plant would take other
steps to cut costs. The 451,000
barrel per day refinery em-
ploys 1,925, according to a
company website.

The terminated employees
were escorted from the plant
after they were told their jobs
were eliminated.

“This was a whole barrage of
people across the refinery, not
just one department,” one of
the sources said.

No layoffs have been an-
nounced at Marathon’s other
refineries, a spokesman said.

The layoffs follow drastic
cuts in refining margins be-

Facebook
drops news
outlet input
in ‘trends’

See FACEBOOK, Page B7

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Facebook
says it is dropping its reliance
on news outlets to help deter-
mine what gets posted as a
“trending topic” on the giant
social  network,  a  move
adopted after a backlash over a
report saying it suppressed
conservative views.

Facebook’s General Counsel
Colin Stretch outlined the
change in a 12-page letter sent
Monday to Republican Sen.
John Thune, chairman of the
commerce committee, which
oversees the Internet and con-
sumer protections.
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2 area companies get
government contracts

Two Toledo startup compa-
nies have received a contract
from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security to develop
a lightweight device that can
detect radiation for security
use at ports of entry and also to
monitor land, sea, and air
shipping containers.

Lithium Innovations Co.
LLC, a startup owned by
Toledo entrepreneur Ford
Cauffiel, and Lucintech, a
University of Toledo startup
owned by university professor
emeritus Al Compaan, will be
trying to develop the device
which will be solid-state, por-
table, and utilizing flexible
glass to detect neutrons.

The subatomic particles are
difficult to detect but can pen-
etrate a meter or more through
steel and concrete.

Mortgage delinquency
for city down in March

The mortgage delinquency
rate in Toledo fell in March for
the third month and is well be-
low the rate a year ago, a re-
port released on Tuesday
shows.

The proportion of home-
owners who were 90 days or
more late in mortgage pay-
ment in March was 3.11 per-
cent in Toledo, compared with
3.65 percent a year earlier and
with 3.57 percent in March in
Ohio, according to CoreLogic,
a real estate data tracking web-
site. The national rate in
March, however, was 3.03 per-
cent.

Apartment landlord,
ex-tenant settle lawsuit

COLUMBUS — A settlement
has been reached in a 2013
lawsuit in which a landlord ac-
cused a Columbus tenant of
defamation.

Connor Group, a Dayton-
area real-estate firm, has
reached an agreement with the
now-former tenant, James
Raney, that calls for Connor to
drop the suit and Mr. Raney to
no longer disparage the com-
pany.

Mr. Raney was a tenant at
the Meridian Apartments in
the Fifth by Northwest neigh-
borhood of Columbus, then
owned by Connor Group.
While living there, he com-
mented online about what he
saw as conditions that fell
short of the “luxury” described
in marketing materials. He
moved out of the complex.

Connor Group said his
claims were false and harmful
to the company, while Mr.
Raney and his attorney argued
the online postings were con-
stitutionally protected opinion.

Google to insert ads
into mapping service

SAN FRANCISCO — You
might start seeing more ads
when getting directions from
Google’s popular mapping ser-
vice.

The ads, called “promoted
pins,” will highlight restau-
rants and other merchants lo-
cated along your way. They’ll
show up inside the directions
map as Google routes you to
your destination.

Google has displayed text
ads alongside its online maps
for several years. But the
change announced Tuesday
marks the first time the Inter-
net company has inserted the
equivalent of a digital billboard
into the directions map itself.

Monsanto rejects $62B
bid from Bayer AG

NEW YORK — Monsanto
Co. rejected Bayer AG’s $62
billion takeover bid, calling it
“incomplete and financially in-
adequate.”

However, the U.S. seed com-
pany suggested Tuesday that a
higher bid might be accepted,
saying that it remains open to
talks. Monsanto Chairman and
CEO Hugh Grant also said in a
written statement that the ini-
tial offer failed to address po-
tential financing and regula-
tory risks.


