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1. EnerSys; batteries; closed in 
2016; moved operations to Kentucky 
and Tennessee; 95 jobs lost.
2. Manitowoc; food service prod-
ucts; closed, 2016; 219 jobs lost.
3. Accel Performance Group; 
products and parts for cars, trucks, 
and motorcycles; closed, 2015; 64 
jobs lost.
4. Coyne International Enter-
prises Corp.; textiles; bankruptcy, 
closed, 2015; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
5. Ford Walton Hills Stamping 
Plant; automotive parts; closed, 
2014 as part of union contract; 261 
jobs lost.
6. Goodrich Corp.; landing gear; 
closed, 2013 from consolidation; 
238 jobs lost.
7. SR Products; roofing materials; 
date of closure and number of jobs 
lost not available.
8. Premier Manufacturing 
Corp.; fabricated wire; closed, 
2011; 100 jobs lost. 
9. Thomas & Betts Corp.; elec-
trical components; closed, 2010; 117 
jobs lost.
10. State Industrial Products; 
cleaning products; closed, 2009, re-
located to Hebron, Ohio; 58 jobs lost.
11. Metalworks Worldwide; au-
tomotive supplies; two plants closed, 
2009; 125 jobs lost.
12. Georgia-Pacific Corrugat-
ed; corrugated boxes; closed, 2009, 
moved to Pennsylvania and Michi-
gan; 94 jobs lost.
13. DGS Stamping; metal 
stamped products; closed, 2007; 
113 jobs lost.
14. Shiloh Industries; automo-
tive supplies; closed, 2007; 66 jobs 
lost.
15. Wabash Alloys; aluminum 
products; closed, 2005, in consolida-
tion, moved to Indiana; 73 jobs lost.
16. Cooper-Standard Automo-
tive; plastics processing; closed, 
2004, and put on sale; 72 jobs lost.
17. Nicole Shades; specialty lamp 
shades; three plants closed, 2004 
and sold; 161 jobs lost.
18. Midland Steel Products; 
production body/chassis; closed, 
2003,  lack of customers; 223 jobs 
lost.
19. Harris Graphics; information 
processing; closed, 2003; unknown 
number of jobs lost.
20. LTV Steel; steel; closed, 2002 
and sold; 3,200 jobs lost.

21. National Acme Co., DeV-
lieg-Bullard; machine tools; 
closed, 2002 because of consolida-
tion; 57 jobs lost. 
22. TRW Automotive; automotive 
parts; closed in 2002; 500 jobs lost.
23. Beck Manufacturing; pipe-

fitting products; closed, 2001, sold; 
57 jobs lost.
24. Pechiney Plastic Packag-
ing; plastic packaging; closed, 2001, 
from high costs; 220 jobs lost.
25. Carpenter Reserve Printing 
Co.; commercial printing; closed, 
2000; 76 jobs lost.
26. Elwell-Parker; machinery and 
motors; closed, 2000, sold; un-
known number of jobs lost.
27. Reilly Industries; carbon 
products; closed, 1999, moved to Il-
linois; 55 jobs lost.
28. Sealy Corp., Ohio Mattress; 
mattress manufacturer; closed, 
1999, moved and consolidated man-
ufacturing; unknown number of jobs 
lost.
29. Northrop Grumman; torpe-
does; closed in 1998, and moved to 
Maryland.; 160 jobs lost.
30. Mr. Gasket; automobile acces-
sories; closed, 1998, moved produc-
tion to Nevada; 130 jobs lost.
31. Joseph & Feiss Co.; mens’ 
garments; closed, 1997, moved to 
Brooklyn, Ohio; 650 moved.
32. Kronheim Furniture Co.; 
furniture; closed, 1997; moved to 
new headquarters in Bedford 
Heights; unknown number of jobs 
lost.
33. Lempco Industries; automo-
tive parts, die sets; closed, 1995; un-
known number of jobs moved else-
where in Ohio.
34. Bardons & Oliver, Inc.; ma-
chine tool manufacturer; closed, 
1995, relocated to Solon, Ohio; un-
known number of jobs lost.
35. Standard Products Co., di-
vision of Cooper Tire and Rubber Co.; 
rubber and plastic parts for automo-
tive industry; closed in 1995, moved 
headquarters to Michigan.
36. Tremco; roofing products; 
closed in 1993 from consolidation; 
45 jobs lost.
37. Cleveland Works (LTV 
Steel); coking plant; closed in 1992; 
unknown number of jobs lost.
38. Hough Bakery; bakery, cater-
ing, frozen and prepared foods; 
closed, 1992 from bankruptcy and 
operation liquidation; unknown num-
ber of jobs lost.
39. Leece-Neville Co.; electrical 
products for heavy duty trucking; 
closed, 1992 from bankruptcy and 
moved production to New York; 130 
jobs lost. 
40. Richman Brothers Co.; 
clothing sales and manufacture; 
closed, 1992; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
41. Van Dorn Demag Corp.; 
plastic injection molding machines; 
closed, 1991; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
42. Hupp Corp.; freezers, air con-
ditioning units, soft drink dispensers; 
closed, 1991, after sale to Sunder-
land Industrial Holdings Corp. and 
bankruptcy; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
43. Lion Knitting Mills; high-
quality knit goods; closed, 1990; un-
known number of jobs lost.
44. Baker Materials Handling 
Co.; mobile trucks, materials han-
dling; closed, 1989; unknown num-
ber of jobs lost.
45. Harshaw Chemical Co.; in-
dustrial chemicals; closed, 1988, 
moved to California; unknown num-
ber of jobs lost.
46. Dravo Wellman Co.; manu-
facturer of steel plant equipment; 
closed, 1988; unknown number of 
jobs lost.

47. Beacon Hausheer Marine 
Co.; ship chandler, galley supplies; 
closed, 1987 and moved to Lake-
wood, Ohio; unknown number of 
jobs lost.

48. Weatherhead Division of 
the Dana Corp.; automobile parts; 
closed in 1987 and moved to Ant-
werp, Ohio; unknown number of jobs 
lost.
49. Lezius Hiles Co.; commercial 
printing; closed in 1986; unknown 
number of jobs lost.
50. Wright Airlines; transporta-
tion service; closed, 1985; 240 jobs 
lost.
51. Hill Acme Co.; heavy manufac-
turing; headquarters and manufac-
turing moved to Maine, 1985.
52. Euclid; construction and min-
ing equipment; sold, 1985; unknown 
number of jobs lost.
53. Warner and Swasey; ma-
chinery and tools; relocated in Ohio, 
1985; 325 jobs lost.
54. Work Wear Corp.; industrial 
clothes manufacturer; stopped man-
ufacturing clothing, 1984; moved to 
North Carolina, 1990; unknown 
number of jobs lost.
55. Dan Dee Pretzel 7 Potato 
Chip Co.; snack foods; closed, 
1984; unknown number of jobs lost.

56. Eaton Corp; industrial drives; 
closed, 1983; 1,100 jobs lost.
57. Harris Calorific Co.; gas 
welding and cutting apparatus; 
moved to Georgia, 1983; unknown 

number of jobs lost.
58. Fisher Body Division of 
General Motors; auto bodies; 
closed both factories, 1982; 1,700 
jobs lost.
59. Sherwin-Williams; paint; 
closed, 1982; 70 jobs lost.
60. AM International; graphics 
equipment; bankruptcy, 1982; un-
known number of jobs lost.
61. Cleveland Bar Mill; steel; 
bankruptcy, 1982; 2,000-2,200 jobs 
lost.
62. Westinghouse; lighting prod-
ucts; production moved to Missis-
sippi, 1979; 275 jobs lost.
63. Virden Lighting; lighting 
products; closed, 1979; 300 jobs 
lost.
64. U.S. Steel; central furnaces; 
closed, 1978; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
65. Clevite Corp.; batteries, elec-
tronics, defense; shut down, blamed 
on structural changes in U.S. auto in-
dustry, lack of union concessions, 
1978; unknown number of jobs lost. 

66. Printz-Biederman Co.; 
women’s apparel; closed, 1978; un-
known number of jobs lost.
67. Bailey Controls; meters and 
controls; closed, 1976; unknown 
number of jobs lost.
68. Glidden; paint; phased out, 
1976; unknown number of jobs lost.
69. Westinghouse Electric 
Corp.; medical diagnostic imaging 
equipment; moved to Solon, 1976; 
unknown number of jobs lost.
70. Lees-Bradner Co.; gear hob-
bing machines; operations moved to 
Maine, 1976; 30 jobs lost.
71. Laub Baking Co.; wholesale 
bakery; closed, old plant too costly to 
operate, 1974; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
72. Cuyahoga Soap; tallow; 
closed because of changes in meat-
packing industry, 1972; unknown 
number of jobs lost.
73. GE Cleveland Weld Works; 
welded assemblies; closed, 1972; 
unknown number of jobs lost.
74. Progressive Corp.; insur-
ance; moved to Mayfield Village, 
1972; unknown number of jobs lost.

75. Carling Brewing Co.; beer; 
closed because of costs, moved to 
Massachusetts, 1971; 385 jobs lost.
76. Hildebrandt Provision Co.; 
meat processing; closed, 1970; 140 
jobs lost.
77. Vlchek Tool Co.; hand tools 
and plastics; obsolete, 1969; 275 
jobs lost.

78. Royal Appliance Manufac-
turing Co.; vacuum cleaners; relo-
cated to Highland Heights, Ohio, 
1968; unknown number of jobs lost.
79. Cleveland Union Stock-
yards; meat processing; closed, 
1968; unknown number of jobs lost. 
80. CRC Press Inc.; publisher; 
moved to Warrensville Heights, 
1967; unknown number of jobs lost.
81. Gabriel Co.; automotive parts; 
closed because of declining orders, 
1966; 450 jobs lost.
82. Warner & Swasey Co.; ma-
chine bolts, precision instruments, 
turret lathe; moved operations to So-
lon, 1965; closed Solon plant, 1991; 
unknown number of jobs lost.
83. Pilsener Brewing Co.; beer; 
moved to Pittsburgh, 1963; un-
known number of jobs lost.
84. Cleveland Provision Co.; 
meatpacking; closed, 1962; un-
known number of jobs lost.
85. Cleveland Diesel Engine 
Division of General Motors 
Corp.; diesel engines; consolidated 
in Illinois, 1962; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
86. Cletrac; tractors; moved to Io-
wa, 1961; unknown number of jobs 
lost.

87. U.S. Steel - Cleveland Coke 
Works; steel; closed, 1961; 300 
jobs lost.
88. Weiss Noodle Co.; electrical 
equipment; relocated to Solon, Ohio 
after fire, 1961; unknown number of 
jobs lost.
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GM’s Fisher Body plant closed in 1982.

LTV Steel, formerly Jones and  
Laughlin Steel, closed in 2002.

U.S. Steel Cleveland Coke 
closed its doors in 1961.

Carling Brewing Co. moved 
operations in 1971.

CLEVELAND HARD 
HIT BY FACTORY 
CLOSINGS SINCE 1960

Photos courtesy of the cleveland Press collection,  
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Frances Powell, left, and her son Kincaid, 8, pause as they walk home from the day care
center where Ms. Powell works. The daily walk in the city’s Mount Pleasant neighborhood
takes them past a shuttered SR Products plant where a guard warns of hazardous materials.

make a conscious decision.
“The economy is not a force

of nature. We’re not making
the right decisions,” Mr. Galla-
gher said.

Ohio State University eco-
nomics professor Ned Hill said
blaming Ohio’s manufacturing
decline on international trade
agreements is simplistic.

“NAFTA’s pretty compli-
cated, and it’s been shown to
be absolutely ripe for dema-
goguery, and people just as-
sume that every manufactur-
ing job that’s left the state
since the 1970s went to Mex-
ico or somewhere else and it
just isn’t true,” Mr. Hill said.

He said the biggest factor in
the loss of manufacturing was
the application of automation.
Another reason is that the
markets for which Cleveland’s
factories were built changed.
It’s the same story for factories
in the rest of the Rust Belt.

“These factories were per-
fectly attuned to satisfy the
market demands of the 1940s.

We didn’t adjust for a couple of
reasons, the first thing was the
new products were being in-

vented elsewhere. Secondly,
people thought they had life-
time employment and frankly

the flexibility of the work force
wasn’t there,” Mr. Hill said.

Still, it’s obvious that Mexico

and China — two countries
with dramatically cheaper
manufacturing environments
— sucked manufacturing ca-
pacity out of the old industrial
Midwest.

According to the liberal-
leaning Economic Policy In-
stitute, by 2010, 34,900 jobs
had been lost or displaced in
Ohio — and about 700,000 in
the United States — because
of the rise in the trade deficit
with Mexico since NAFTA was
enacted in 1994. The Eco-
nomic Policy Institute also
found that by 2013, 106,400
jobs had been lost or dis-
placed in Ohio — and more
than 3.2 million in the United
States — because of the rise in
the trade deficit with China
since it joined the World
Trade Organization in 2001.

Toxic remains
In Cleveland’s gritty Mount

Pleasant neighborhood, at
Union Avenue and 133rd
Street, a well-armed security
guard wearing a sidearm
warns the curious away from
the former SR Products build-
ing at 13311 Union Ave.

The building looks innocent
enough, with its empty parking
lot, closed doors, and weed-
entwined chain link fence, but
the guard warns it contains
toxic contamination that is
more dangerous than the vi-
cious dog advertised on the
sign.

SR Products makes roofing
materials. It didn’t move to
China or Mexico. Its website
says, “SR Products has a state-
of-the-art manufacturing facil-
ity located in Struthers, Ohio,”
Mahoning County, and shows
pictures of a beautiful, modern
factory.

Frances Powell, 47, a lifelong
resident of the neighborhood,
walks her son, 8-year-old Kinc-
aid, home from day care past
the vacated building. She re-
members when “you’d always
see trucks in the bay.”

“It was much better than it is
now,” Ms. Powell said.

Staff Writer Michelle Liu con-
tributed to this report.

Contact Tom Troy at:
tomtroy@theblade.com,

419-724-6058, and on Twitter
@TomFTroy.


